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NEWS FROM RUB A DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
Farewell to March, which was an exciting month at Rub-A-Dub Preschool.  

The RubADubbers started the month with pancakes for Shrove Tuesday, 

celebrated World Book Day by dressing-up as book characters (see photo) 

with lots of book related activities on the Thursday, and a spring walk 

around the village on the Friday.  And despite the rain, the children have 

been enjoying our outside play area kitted out in the pre-school’s new all 

in-one outfits and wellies.  

In April we will be preparing to welcome new children for the summer 

academic term.  The Government now provides free funded places at 

nursery and preschool, for all three years olds and depending on personal 

circumstances for 2 year olds too.  Rub-A-Dub accept children from the age 

of two, government free funded free places become eligible from the term 

after your child turns either 2 or 3 years old. 

If you are looking for a place for your child from the April or September 

term please contact us by telephone on 01249 818974 or email us at 

rubadubpreschoolenquiries@gmail.com to check availability and to reserve 

your child’s place - remember it’s never too soon and it’s free to register. 

Rub-A-Dub prepares the children who are transitioning to 'big school' in 

September by running a special session each Friday for them called 'Rising 

Stars'.  Congratulations go out to our Rising Stars who have been absolutely 

brilliant at getting changed for PE.  Our Rising Stars started the school year 

learning to take off their socks and shoes, and after half term, progressed to 

successfully changing into shorts and a t-shirt.  Well done all.   

Liz Christopher 

mailto:rubadubpreschoolenquiries@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL 
An unpalatable fact is that we as a country have to build more houses to 

cope with an increasing population, which means that more of our 

beautiful countryside is eaten up.  In Derry Hill we have seen many 

building phases and now another seems to be on the cards for Studley.   A 

friend of mine suggests that in 20 years’ time there will be houses along the 

A4 all the way from Chippenham to Calne.  Unfortunately I think he may 

be right.  

The number and allocation of new build across Wiltshire is still being 

argued between the Wiltshire planners and HM Planning Inspectorate.  

Wiltshire planners suggested 37,000 between now and 2026, the inspector 

says 42,000.  This is just what the developers want too.  The new Localism 

Act brought in by this government allows communities to form their own 

template of where and what development should take place in their area – 

a Neighbourhood plan.  This doesn’t mean that development can be 

refused per say, but it does give the community a chance to see their area 

develop in the way they want it to.  It is for this reason Calne Town and 

Calne Without Parish Council have got together to develop a 

Neighbourhood Plan.  It will be an expensive, in terms of time and money, 

exercise in neighbourhood democracy.  But we will end up with a plan, 

which will have to be approved by the majority of us (and be compatible 

with local and national policy) that will give us a say in how we want to see 

our area develop.  I hope when the time comes we all be engaged in the 

process.  Ed 

THE FIRST CALNE BUSINESS FAIR 2014  
The first Calne Business Fair will open its doors on 17 May 2014 to promote 

and celebrate the many diverse small and micro businesses of the SN11 

area.  

The Calne Business Fair is a free event designed to create business owners a 

platform to engage with a public audience and to network with other 

similar sized local companies. The event will take place in the historic 

Calne Town Hall and popular Marden House on the same day as the 

annual Lions Duck Race.  Further information can be found on the Calne 

Town Council website. 
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 

Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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OPEN GARDENS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL  
28 th & 29 th June 2014 in Christ Church Derry Hill  

Things are getting under way for this event with what promises to be a 

good weekend.  Would you like to open your garden for people to view 

over this weekend?  Your display garden could be your front or back, large 

or small.  The event opens from 10am till 5pm, with last entry to the 

gardens 4pm.  All we ask is for you to be there to welcome people to your 

garden.  

Two years ago we had 8 gardens open, we hope to have around that 

number again.  

If you would like to open your garden please contact me, Stephen Starr, 

01249 821325 and I will be able to answer any questions.  

This year we will be commemorating the centenary of the outbreak of 

World War One and 75 years since the start of WW2.  As part of decorating 

the church the Flower Guild plan to create ten arrangements designed to 

invoke memories of the war as a tribute to the fallen.   In order to cover the 

costs of these arrangements we are inviting sponsorship of £35 per 

arrangement.  For details please contact; Claire Satchell on 07968 091217 or 

email Claire on:  newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk. 

The Vicarage will be open for refreshments and a Teddy Bears’ picnic.  

Go Teddy Go will once more be featured from the church tower! 

On the Friday evening 27th June there will be a preview evening at church 

where you can view the flower arrangements.  The evening will be on a 

war theme where you may come dressed up in wartime clothes (optional).  

Wartime food and drink will be served.  Look out for the adverts in the 

magazine for more updates.  All proceeds will go to the upkeep of the 

church. 

Stephen Starr.  Event Manager. 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL 
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00 

Tuesdays: 1 April, 15 April, 29 April and 13 May  

Kingston House Derry Hill, 10:05 - 10:45 

Mondays: (21 April no visit because Easter Monday), 19 May 

mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
….for Derry Hill, April 1954….. 

My dear Parishioners, the following is 

our programme of events during the 

month of April.  On the 7th. The Mothers 

Union will have as speaker Mrs. 

Moroney.  We shall have as guests 

members from the branches at 

Headington, Calstone and Calne.  On 

Palm Sunday there will be the annual 

distribution of Palm Crosses.  These will 

be different this year – rather neater than 

in the past.  During Holy Week there will 

be Celebrations of Holy Communion at 

7.30a.m., Monday to Thursday.  On Good 

Friday there will be Mattins, Litancy and Ante-Communion at 7.30 a.m., 

Children’s Service at 10.0, Devotional Service at 2-3 p.m., and Evensong at 

6.30p.m. 

We shall appreciate help in decorating the church for Easter.  This will 

commence at 10a.m. on Holy Saturday.  Gifts of flowers, especially Lilies as 

memorials for the Altar, will be most acceptable.  At 6.30p.m. there will be a 

Service of Preparation for Easter. 

On Easter Day there will be Celebration of Holy Communion at 7 and 

8 a.m. and Choral Eucharist at 11.  At 2.30p.m. we shall be having our 

annual Children’s Egg Service, when the children of the parish will bring 

their gifts of eggs.  Will you please bring your Lenten Self-Denial Boxes to 

one of these Services. 

During Lent we have been holding Children’s Services in the School.  The 

pupils have been keenly interested in the adventures of Susie and Sandy in 

‘The Gardening Angel’.  If you ask them the story I am sure that they will 

be able to tell you all. 

We would ask you to remember in your prayers all those of the parish who 

are ill.  Please remember specially Miss Bessie Short, Mrs. Morse, and 

Gerald Wiltshire. 
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At the annual Meeting, which was fairly well attended, the following 

officers were elected – Vicar’s Warden, Lord Lansdowne; People’s Warden, 

Mr. W.G.Phillips; Parochial Church Councillors, Lady Lansdowne, Mrs. 

W.G.Phillips, Mrs. L.Beint, Miss Binns, Mesrs. H.C. Tapper, M. Phillips, 

E.Holman, G.Harrison, M.Rex, C.Luxton, E.Daniels, W. Short and F.Angell, 

Ex-officio members, elected as Ruri-Deanal Conference Members are Lady 

Walter Harvey, Mrs. H.C.Tapper, Mrs, G.Haddrell and Miss F.Mountjoy. 

On Easter Day we shall be remembering the Resurrection of Our Blessed 

Lord, with all the hope of a new life beyond the Grave, that historic fact 

means to us.  But it can also mean the beginning of a new life to us here and 

now.  Even Nature teaches us by all the new growth and blossoming, that 

in even the deadest-looking plant there is the possibility of resurrection.  

Perhaps our own spiritual lives are in need of a resurrection.  Do not 

despair – use Easter morning Communion as the beginning of a new 

growth. 

In the Name of the Risen Christ, we wish a very Happy Easter to you all. 

Your sincere friend and Vicar, L.W.G. Hudson 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
What a treat we had in February!  We decided to make use of the smart 

new Lansdowne Hall kitchen and hold a dinner instead of a having a 

speaker at our monthly meeting.  We had Prosecco, canapés, a roast, 

desserts and coffee and the meeting room was all decked out with pretty 

pots of flowers.  My thanks to Margaret Hogarth and Barbara Barnard who 

did most of the cooking, Jan Ephgrave who provided the flowers and all 

members who attended - everyone contributed in some way – a wonderful 

example of co-operation from a great group. 

In the near future we will have our regular coffee mornings, knitting and 

craft evenings and will be starting our walks again and we are planning a 

visit to the spa in Bath.  On Wednesday 23rd April our speaker will be 

Claire Barker, talking about being a very local bee keeper.  

Anyone who would like to come along to any of our meetings which take 

place at the Lansdowne Hall on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 

7.30pm, can contact me on 817945 or sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk or contact our 

secretary Tina – christina_oliver@btinternet.com 

Sally Hole - President 

CHRISTIAN A ID 
Christian Aid week 2014 is from the 11th - 17th May.  We are looking for 

someone to help us organise the collection for this year with a view to 

taking over from us next year as we will be stepping back from organising 

this event.  This collection is well supported in Derry Hill and Studley and 

sends about £1,000 each year to Christian Aid.   If you would like to help 

then please contact us on 01249 822157.  We look forward to hearing from 

you.  Thank you.  Goff and Deirdre Lias 

THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Notice of AGM 10th April 2014 
The Lansdowne Hall Annual AGM will be held on the 10th of April at the 

hall starting at 8pm.  All are welcome and refreshments will be served.  

This is your chance to hear what has been going on in the Hall over the last 

year and any future plans. 

mailto:sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:christina_oliver@btinternet.com
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
The speaker for the March meeting at 

Christ Church Mothers Union was Mrs. 

Ann Cowburn.  She based her talk on the 

Outreach programme of the Mothers Union. 

It was very interesting to hear of the many projects that our diocese 

embarks on.  They include sending gifts to families at Christmas on behalf 

of prisoners, to keep the bond between children and fathers.  She also 

talked about the holiday schemes that are run for disadvantaged families, 

and we were pleased to hear that 'virtual babies' are being used in schools 

throughout the diocese. 

Mrs. Cowburn went on to outline the many projects in Africa and other 

countries.  

The MU provide funds and workers at the point of need rather than to 

governments so that we are sure our cash goes to the ones who need it 

most.  We were astonished to hear that the MU branch in Baghdad has 

3,000 members...isn't that wonderful!! 

Members were reminded of the Lady Day service at Westbury on March 

25th and the Tuppeny Fair at Bromham on Fri 21st March. Deirdre 

thanked members for their help at the “Celebration of love and marriage” 

service. 

The next meeting is on April 2nd in Church when Mrs. Mary Fisher will 

lead a “Quiet Afternoon”. 

New members and visitors are very welcome and details can be obtained 

from Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

CALLING ALL QUIZ ENTHUSIASTS! 
Here’s a date for your diary: 16th May 7.00pm at Marden House in Calne. 

The Marden Vale Team is holding a get together so we can meet people 

from other churches in the Benefice and have a good time!  Bring your own 

drink and nibbles.  Lifts available.  Teams - a maximum of 6.  £4 per person. 

More details from Reverend Ann. 
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Tuesday 8th April 2014 starting at 7.30pm 
Christ Church P.C.C., the council that runs the church here in Derry Hill, 

would like to invite you to their annual meeting. 

At the meeting we review what has happened in the past year and our 

aspirations for the future. It is a relaxed meeting designed to inform 

everybody as to what is going on in church.  Although various jobs are up 

for renewal, nobody is going to be pressurised into one! 

Minutes from the last APCM will be available at www.mardenvale.org.uk 

as well as in the red folder in the porch of Christ Church. 

The Agenda will also be available on the web site in the near future. 

Do come along and see what is happening to Christ Church.  More details 

from Lucinda Prater (Secretary) 01249 823252 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
After our very successful ‘awareness’ evening, held 

in February we are now planning a second occasion 

for anyone who was unable to get to the first one.  

We hope to hold this on a weekday evening in May - 

details still to be finalised.  Numbers attending in the 

Meeting Room are limited by fire regulations so if 

you think you might like to attend please let Emma 

or Paula know as soon as convenient. We have some names already left 

over from the first evening.  Details will be firmed up in the next edition of 

this magazine. 

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the fete committee for their 

generous donation from last year’s fete money.  This is very much 

appreciated and we hope we will have an equally successful fete this year.  

We are already working up ideas for our stall and of course our 

wheelbarrow with a WWI theme.  This is always a lovely village event. 

Emma Dadd:  01249 814738;   emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk 

Paula Edwards: 01249 816364; bryher3@talktalk.net 

 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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SCHOOL REPORT 
We are all back in the swing of things following the half term break, the 

children are well rested and we have lots of activities planned for Term 4. 

The school is currently undergoing ongoing building improvements, and 

February half term saw the completion of Phase 1 of the building works for 

the outside areas for Years 3 and 4.  

Term 3 saw our Year 3 children take part in an enterprising activity to 

design and make bird feeders to sell to the children within the school. This 

involved several areas of the curriculum, including Maths and 

Design/Technology, and also provided the children with an opportunity to 

work as a team and appreciate wildlife. The activity generated a healthy 

profit of £40, and after careful consideration, the children decided that they 

would like the money donated to charity. The chosen charities were the 

RSPB and Dorothy House Hospice Care, who each received a cheque for 

£20. 

Term 3 also saw some of our Year 6 children taking part in the County FA 

finals, and after winning three matches, they reached the semi-finals, but 

unfortunately got knocked out on penalties. Despite the result, everyone 

had a great day and well done to those who took part. 

A school music concert was held early February, which celebrated the 

music that happens within the school day and included pupils who take 

part in Wiltshire Music for Schools, piano lessons and the after school choir. 

A further musical extravaganza is planned for later in the year where all 

musicians will have an opportunity to play. 

The start of Term 4 saw the whole school attend the Ash Wednesday 

Service at Christ Church, led by Reverend Ann Massey, and it was a time of 

reflection for all who attended. 

Finally, the school participated in World Book Day on 6th March to 

celebrate the wonderful world of books. The children came to school 

dressed as their favourite book character and we had an amazing display of 

princesses, pirates, Harry Potters and Cat in the Hats, to name a few. 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Mrs Jenny Wilton (Sec) 01249 740279  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN APRIL 

6 Apr. 8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP Said) 

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

 11.00am Derry Hill Mattins 

 4.00pm Bremhill Evensong 
 4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 - Passiontide 

13 Apr 9.30am Foxham Family Service 

 11am Derry Hill All Age Palm Sunday Service1 

 11am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW) 

 6.00pm Bowood 
Palm Sunday Evensong with 

Holy Communion 
14 Apr 7.30pm Derry Hill Reflection & Compline 

15 Apr 7.30pm Derry Hill Reflection & Compline 

16 Apr 7.30pm Derry Hill Reflection & Compline 

17 Apr 6.00pm Derry Hill Passover Family Seder Meal 

 7.30pm Derry Hill HC & Stripping of the Altar 

18 Apr 2.00pm Derry Hill Stations of the Cross 

 2.00pm Bremhill Readings & Hymns 

19 Apr 10.30am Derry Hill Children’s Holy Week Story Parade 

 7.30pm Derry Hill Easter Eve Reflection 

20 Apr 5.50am Football Gr Sonrise Service2 

 8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

 9.30am Foxham Easter FC with Egg Hunt (CW)  

 11.00am Bremhill Easter FC with Egg Hunt (CW) 

 11.00am Derry Hill Easter FC with Egg Hunt (CW) 

27 Apr 9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

 11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion 

 6.00pm Foxham Evensong 

                                                           
1 Check church notice boards or www.mardenvale.org.uk for details about 

where we are meeting Francis the donkey for the walk to church. 

2 NOTE CHANGE: We will meet at the Football Ground Car Park. 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF MAY SERVICES 

4th May 11am Mattins 

                  4pm Praise@4 - Passiontide 

11th May 11am All Age Holy Communion 

18th May 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

                 11am  Family Service 

25th May 11am Holy Communion (CW) 

29th May 7.30pm Ascension Day Holy Communion 

CALNE W ITHOUT 

COMMUNITY SPRING 2014  WALK .   
Why not join us on Sunday 27th April 2014?  We have arranged a series of 

two walks to suit all family members.  All walks start and finish at 

Quemerford Gate.  This is the lay–by on the A4, just before Labour-in-Vain 

Hill, as you approach Cherhill.  The long walk is some 6.5 miles and takes 

us up through Calstone, past Wellington Barn, across to Stockley, returning 

via Blackland Park, Mill Farm and Theobald’s Green to Quemerford Gate.  

The shorter walk follows the long walk up to Calstone, but then returning 

via a different route to Quemerford Gate.  

Meet at Quemerford Gate at 14:30 Hrs.  Further details will be posted on 

www.calnerural.org or contact DerryHill@aol.com. 

 

 

http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:DerryHill@aol.com
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DOORWAY SLEEP-OUT 
A big thank-you to all who supported Doorway by sponsoring me to do the 

Sleep-Out on Sat. 25th Jan.  Despite a raging gale including hailstones in the 

afternoon, the wind died down by midnight and luckily the night remained 

dry. 

With your help I managed to raise almost £700, which made it well 

worthwhile.  

We are hoping to have raised at least £8,000, a fantastic total. 

Our next Doorway event is the Spring Fair on Saturday 3rd May at 

St. Andrew’s Church, Chippenham.  We will be selling bric-a-brac, toys, 

books, plants, nearly new clothes, cakes and preserves.  If anyone would 

like to contribute any items for the fair please contact me and I will arrange 

collection. 

Mary Aylen Tel. 01249- 814632 

A B IG THANK YOU TO JOHN AND JUDY 
Judy Hawkins, after many years of loyal service has given up laundering 

the church linen for personal reasons.   She has done a wonderful job over 

the last 30+ years caring for the linen, cleaning the brass and changing the 

colours of the vestments as the seasons change.  We are extremely grateful 

to her, and to John for helping with the changing of the vestments. 

……. Help with the altar linen  
We are now looking for someone to take over the 

washing, ironing and light starching of the altar linen.  

The linen to be maintained includes the white altar cloth 

and the linens used for the communion service.  Please 

contact Reverend Ann (01249 817926) or the 

churchwarden Stephen Starr (01249 821325) if you think 

you could help.  We would be immensely grateful to 

you! 
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KINGSTON HOUSE DERRY H ILL 

Collection – Ragbag! 
Kingston House regularly collects old clothing, towels, pairs of shoes, 

bedding etc.  This is then sorted and weighed before the best clothing / 

items are distributed to third world countries.  Anything that can’t be used 

in this way is recycled. 

Kingston House is paid by the ton collected and the proceeds gets paid into 

the Resident’s Comfort Fund.  This helps towards the upkeep of the 

minibus, trips and entertainment and other treats for our residents. 

We will be putting blue collection bags through doors in the area and hope 

you will be able to donate some unwanted articles for this local good cause. 

Look out for the little blue ‘Rag Bags’ shown here. 

Please put out your bag out on Tuesday 

29th April in the morning.  Failing that, please 

drop your bag at Kingston House (Lansdowne 

Crescent East, Derry Hill) anytime on the 

29th April.  Many thanks! 

Easter Bingo – 2nd April 7pm 
Come along and have a go. All welcome! 

Further Details: 01249 815555 

LENT LUNCHES 
A series of Lent Lunches will be held in Christ Church, Derry Hill each 

Saturday from 12.30pm – 2 pm.  All are welcome.  Please pop in at any time 

during lunchtime for a warm welcome.  We will decide on the charity to 

receive our donations at the first meeting, so do come along and have a say!  

The dates are (all Saturdays) from 12.30pm – 2pm: 

29th March 5th April 12th April 
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HOLY WEEK STORY PARADE 

10.30am – 12.00 Saturday 19th April  
This will be an interactive journey, exploring the story of Holy week.  Stop 

at different stations to eat, pray, sing and learn of the drama that is Easter. 

Start with the great parade and palm crosses, follow Jesus and his friends as 

they have an important meal, then their prayers in the garden that led to 

that dreadful day, and wait with his disciples for the hope of Easter. 

For all ages, parents are welcome to stay (and please do) with under-fives.  

Please let Reverend Ann or Marnie Forbes Eldridge on 

marniefe@talktalk.net or via telephone on 07971191398 know if you are 

coming along if at all possible. 

DERRY H ILL BOOK CLUB  

Review of Red Joan by Jennie Rooney 
Nine members of the Book Club had a very lively 

discussion after reading Red Joan.  The book, which had 

been recommended to me, was set partly during WW2 and 

partly in recent times, with quite a clever use of flashbacks 

and featured Joan, a scientist, who met communist 

sympathisers at Cambridge University.  She was recruited 

as a spy and through her work in a research laboratory, 

passed information to the Russians about Britain’s 

attempts to develop an atom bomb.  Whilst most people had enjoyed the 

book, which was an easy read and well-paced, many felt that the characters 

were not very well developed and parts of the story were rather 

implausible.  However it was generally felt that it gave an insight into a 

period of history that some of us knew little about and threw up some very 

interesting moral dilemmas for us to discuss. 

Sally Hole 

PS. The next book to be reviewed is ‘Life after Life’ by Kate Atkinson, 

chosen by Andrea Colburne. 

mailto:marniefe@talktalk.net
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DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
Saturday 12th July should already be in your diary as the day of this year’s 

fete.  We hope to repeat the success of the 2013 fete but perhaps with a little 

less heat – oh dear, be careful what you wish for right!  The procession of 

decorated barrows is open to anyone who wishes to stretch their creative 

talents.  It could be a family affair, a neighbourhood barrow, a community 

group project, whatever it’s as simple as taking a standard wheelbarrow 

and decorating it (and the driver!), this year in a way that commemorates 

the year 1914.  There are cash prizes and the Nat West sponsored best 

barrow cup to be won but you’ve got to be in it to win it. 

Last month I mentioned that the fete will include a variety of Great War 

features.  We have booked two local historians, one will bring a mobile 

trench to give an impression of how it might have been for the soldiers in 

the front lines and the other will be on hand to show off a range of 

memorabilia and to use computerised resources to show you how to trace 

information about relatives that may have been casualties of the war.  Our 

PSP Insurance and Financial Solutions Arts & Crafts Show, back again by 

popular demand, is to feature one or two classes with a World War 1 theme 

but I am not yet at liberty to divulge what they will be.  Last year, we 

introduced a new concept to the fete, we asked the Guides and Scouts 

Associations to work together to bring forward inter-group competitions in 

the main arena.  These were a lot of fun with the Guides, Cubs and Beavers 

taking year 1 bragging rights and the perpetual shields.  We are hoping to 

repeat these again this year and I have heard one or two very interesting 

ideas for Great War themed competitions so this could be a not to miss 

attraction at the fete. 

This is your village fete and the committee is always pleased to hear any 

ideas you may have for its improvement, but nice as it is to have ideas, it 

would be even nicer if one or two people with a little time and energy 

could get in touch with me to join the six of us please.  Keep your eyes on 

InSPIRE, www.calnerural.org our twitter page (@dh_fete) and the fete 

Facebook page for more information and ways to get involved and have a 

great afternoon out. 

Peter Prater - Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com  Phone: 07912 466453 

http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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EASTER B ISCUITS 
4oz  Butter (soft) 

4oz  Caster sugar 

8oz  Plain Flour 

Handful of Currants 

1  Egg, beaten 

3-4  Drops of Oil of Cassia 

Rub butter with sugar and flour until a fine crumb like mix. Add the beaten 

egg and the oil of cassia then the currants.  Mix into a soft paste, add a drop 

of milk if necessary. 

Roll out and cut with a round cutter (crinkle edge if available)  and dust 

with sugar.  Bake at GM5 190˚C for about 10mins, or until pale gold.  Turn 

out and cool. 

Here's an Easter biscuit recipe for you that's been in my family for 

generations.  I see all these new recipes for Easter biscuits that say put 

cinnamon or mixed spice but I'm afraid you just can't beat the traditional 

Oil of Cassia!   

I've never really known much about Oil of Cassia so I did a bit of research 

and it's a derivative of Cinnamon.  It's a very concentrated oil so you really 

do only need a few drops (though I adore the taste and have been known to 

double it!).  According to sources it was used to embalm Christ's body, so 

it's history goes way back.  It's not terribly well known in other parts of the 

UK but here in the West Country it's pretty common.  It is available on line 

and also in most Boots chemists now.  The bottles are tiny, I assure you one 

bottle will last you 20 years! 

Happy Baking!     The Secret Chef 

QUIET DAY AT M ICHAELGARTH RETREAT 

14th June 
Ty Mawr Convent, Trellech, near Monmouth is set in beautiful 

countryside, two miles from the village of Trellech.  The day starts there at 

10.30 and ends at 5pm.  The day will be run by the resident nuns.  This isn’t 

demanding but VERY relaxing for one’s own enjoyment and spiritual 

boost!  Cost £5.00.  Bring your own lunch.  If there is enough interest it will 

be possible to hire a coach.  More details from Reverend Ann. 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dear All 

At last we have sunshine! 

The sun makes such a difference.  When the sun remains behind the cloud 

it is cold, dark and damp.  

But when the sun forces its way through, the warmth is immediately felt 

and spirits are raised.  The warmth is very comforting as it penetrates the 

gloom that surrounds us all. 

This is very much like Easter.  Since the 5th March we have been preparing 

for Easter.  Christians strip themselves of all their idiosyncrasies and foibles 

and look at themselves honestly and ask the question – ‘How can I grow to 

be more like the person God intended me to be?’  This is not a way of 

lowering self-esteem but a way of looking at one’s self as others see us and 

asking ourselves ‘what do I need to change?  How can I be more selfless?  

How can I love my neighbour more tomorrow than I did today?’ 

It is an exhausting time of reflection! 

When Holy Week arrives we travel with our Lord, not in the sense of 

accompanying him to watch and see what happens to him but 

accompanying him in the sense of trying to put ourselves in his place.  We 

try to understand how there is such a movement from support and joy to 

condemnation and death by those he has lived beside.  Many of us 

recognise this scenario, albeit on a much smaller scale, in our own lives.  

Those times when we feel we are getting on well with people, sharing the 

same values, supporting one another – and then suddenly we can find the 

very people we trust have been talking about us and criticising us for their 

own selfish interests, and conspiring to discredit us or worse.  The sense of 

betrayal is huge! 

And so it was for our Lord, the betrayal of him ended in his death on the 

cross.  Death seemed to have won, the critics seemed to have won and 

Jesus’ good works amounted to nothing as the power of authority snuffed 

out future good works.  But then, the shock came – Jesus was found on the 

third day to be present in the lives of his friends, those who believed in 

him.  Their spirits were raised and suddenly, those who had encountered 

God knew that no matter what, if they worked to be the people God 

wanted them to be then, even when they found themselves heavily  
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criticised and gossiped about by their friends and others, a time would 

come when new life would begin again – relationships would take a turn 

for the better.  Just as spring always follows winter so there would be new 

life in relationships which had died. 

This Easter day on the 20th April there will be a ‘son’ rise service in Derry 

Hill.  We will meet at the Football Ground, next to the Soho Inn, at 5.50am 

and watch the sun rise a little way across the grounds opposite.  As the sun 

rises we will be celebrating the rising of God’s son over 2000 years ago but 

also in our own lives to give us the hope and courage to go on.  Bacon 

butties will be served afterwards!  I do hope you will take time out this 

Easter time to thank God that the winter in our own lives is always 

followed by spring! 

A very Happy Easter to you all, and I do pray that the sunshine continues 

to shine and that you feel the transforming love of God coming through it! 

With love,  Reverend Ann 

CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 3rd March.  Wiltshire Councillor, Christine 

Crisp, told the meeting that the Government Inspector of the Wiltshire Core 

Strategy wanted the council to add another 5,000 homes into the plan for 

the county. She also said the planning application by Hills Waste to build a 

permanent recycling site at Lower Compton was still no further forward. 

Councillor Morley had attended the planning application for Marden Farm, 

which is on the Blacklands side of the Parish, and told the meeting that the 

planning inspector had gone away to consider the submissions by the 

objectors and the developers and hoped to report back in two weeks with a 

decision.  The clerk asked for pothole repairs to be submitted to her or via 

Clarence as soon as possible as Wiltshire Council’s contractors would be in 

the area soon. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative. 

A full list of Councillors and minutes of previous meetings are available on 

the web site, http://www.calnewithout.org  

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithout.org/
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 9pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the powerful halogen lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk


 

GARDENING STEVE 
As I write this month we are enjoying some really 

nice spring time weather.  The daffodils and crocuses 

are in bloom, which is early, due to a mild winter. 

 Spring is one of my favourite seasons it’s so nice to 

see all the trees and shrubs bursting into life and to 

hear the birds singing in the early morning. Now is 

the time to go around the garden doing those small 

jobs that make all the difference to its appearance. 

Lightly fork over the soil pulling out any weeds you 

see. Put in plant supports as you go then you don’t 

have to keep treading over the borders. Deadhead 

daffodils as they go over. By removing the old 

flowers the plants energy is diverted into the 

formation of next year’s flower bud within the bulb; for this to happen the 

foliage must be left on the plant to die down on its own. Sow and plant 

sweet peas outside. Blackcurrants, blackberries, and hybrid berries should 

all be fed with a high nitrogen feed. Happy gardening!   

Stephen Starr 

PANCAKE DAY! 
Once again we celebrated the day by inviting 

folk to come along and to eat a pancake in 

church to commemorate Shrove Tuesday.  We 

had a variety of visitors, over 40; young and 

old and some in between! 

There were fabulous fillings as well as a choice 

of gluten and gluten-free pancakes.  We were 

joined by Colette Som dressed up as a Fair 

Trade banana to celebrate Fair Trade 

Fortnight.  Accompanying Colette was Brian Matthews, prospective Liberal 

Democrat parliamentary candidate for this area.  Many thanks to Rev. Ann 

for slaving over the hot pancake pans and to all who helped. 

Richard Aylen 



 

 

 

  


