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RAINBOWS PREPARE FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY 

A big ‘Thank you’ to 

Rainbows and their 

mums who pitched 

up one Saturday 

morning to help 

Barbara Barnard 

prepare the 

traditional posies for 

Mothering Sunday.  

These were given out 

to all Mums old and 

new at the service 

the following day. 

GARDENING STEVE 
It is so nice to be able to get out in the garden now and enjoy 

the new life in there with the trees now out in leaf, but 

beware of night frosts especially after clear bright days.  

Pests and diseases are increasingly common in the warmer 

weather.  Chemical controls may be needed in severe cases but long term 

use of synthetic chemicals is a less than ideal solution.  If you do spray, do 

so on a still day late in the evening when there are fewer beneficial insects 

around.  It is important to keep tying in the shoots of vigorous climbers 

such as clematis, roses and vines.  Prune Clematis Montana, this should be 

done once the plant has flowered.  The amount of pruning depends on 

where it is growing.  It will thrive in a range of locations sometimes along 

walls and fences other times through trees and shrubs.  Begin by pruning 

out any dead wood then prune the remaining stems as far as you need to.  

This encourages young growth to appear which will flower next spring.    

Happy gardening. 

Gardening Steve, Bowood Gardener. 
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EDITORIAL 
Named after the Greek Goddess Maia, May is one of my favourite months.  

May Day was abolished and its celebration banned by puritan parliaments.  

Later it was reinstated with the restoration of Charles II in 1660.  May 1st, 

1707, was the day the Act of Union came into effect, joining England and 

Scotland to form the Kingdom of Great Britain.  Watch this space!  

Although these days a lot of the ‘May blossom’ has been and gone by 

May 1st, there is still usually some about.  May also brings us ‘May Day’ 

when we traditionally went out to celebrate the beginning of the summer.  

Gone are the days when I used to get up at the crack of dawn on the 1st and 

Morris dance at the Chippenham Butter Cross, probably much to the 

annoyance of the people still sleeping in the Angel Hotel!  

I still get a lovely feeling that the Summer is upon us in May and the 

anticipation of sunny expeditions, days lazing in the garden, visiting fairs 

and shows.  Here in our community we have the Open Gardens Weekend 

to look forward to; do consider opening your garden, or going round to 

have a look at the ones entered.  It’s such fun seeing how other people 

arrange their plants and gardens.  The displays in Church also promise to 

be wonderful.  So put June 27th to 29th in your diaries!  Ed 

FRIENDS OF CHRIST CHURCH DERRY H ILL. 
As the committee has been unable to find a chairperson to run the Friends, 

the committee has decided to close down the group.   

Since our start we have held concerts, coffee mornings and raffles in the 

church raising money for projects in the church.  We have all enjoyed doing 

this.  We have decided to use our funds of £1,624.73 towards the new sound 

system that the church so needs.  

We would like to thank all those who have supported us on events.  

Without you we could not have raised all this money.  3 members of the 

committee, Richard Boyd, Stephen Starr and Mervyn Wells have decided to 

carry on raising money for Christ Church, Derry Hill.  If you would like to 

help us please contact me on 01249 821325.  Thank you.  Stephen Starr. 
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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D ING DONG DERRY H ILL 
Parish Community Church Bells Project  

Q1 What is proposed?  

A To install 8 bells in Derry Hill Parish Church tower to be mounted so that 

they can be rung by the community in the traditional English way (the bells 

revolve 360 degrees each time they sound & ring in special sequences).  

One person rings each bell – so 8 people are needed to ring 8 bells.  Sound 

control will be installed to make the bells quiet during training. 

Both the centenary of WW1 & the 175th Anniversary of the creation of the 

Derry Hill Parish will be commemorated by the bells. 

Q2 Why have bells?  

A Most tower structures in England include a set (ring) of bells.  There are 

5,000 English church towers with rings of bells but Derry Hill Parish only 

has 1 bell.  Bells are rung by people of all ages & backgrounds who ring 

together as a team so that the bells ring for National & Local events, on 

Remembrance Sunday (muffled),  for weddings, 45 minutes before  Sunday 

Services & for a weekly practice session (7.30 – 9pm).  About 15 people 

need to be in the bell ringing team so that at least 8 can attend each session.  

Most local villages have bells (Bremhill, Bromham, Heddington, Compton 

Bassett, Yatesbury etc).  

Q3 When will the bells be ringing?  

A The target is to order the bells & installation by December 2014 to ensure 

they can be brought into full use on the 175th Anniversary of Derry Hill 

Parish being formed & Derry Hill Church being opened – so 26th October 

2015.   

Q4 Can the tower hold bells?  

A Yes.  A group of people from the parish paid for a Structural Survey by 

the UK specialist which confirmed suitability. 

Q5 Where are the bells from and could I fund one?  

A Yes – we need your funding of each bell, ideally to Celebrate or act as a 

Memorial!  Bells normally exist for at least 100 years.  Only 6 of the 8 bells 

are available (as 2 are already funded).  3 new bells are needed at £4,000,  
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£4,500 & £6,750 each – these will be cast especially with special permanent 

inscriptions cast onto each bell.  3 bells are available from elsewhere at 

£1,600, £1,800 & £1,800 each – these could have short permanent 

inscriptions incised into each bell.  Gift Aided donations can reduce costs 

by 20%. 

a) 5 surplus excellent suitable bells have been reserved.  Wiltshire 

Council Calne Area Board have donated £2,000 to fund most of 

the £2,800 cost of the high quality heaviest bell 8 – this bell is 

coming from Gorran in Cornwall & will commemorate the 

Centenary of World War One.  Bell 5 at £1,350 is funded by the 

Keltek Trust. 

b) Costs of the individual bells (from elsewhere) available to fund are: 

£1,800 for bell 2, £1,800 for bell 3 & £1,600 for bell 6.  An individual, 

family or groups could donate a bell as a permanent memorial or 

to celebrate. 

c) We need to obtain a small bell to be the highest pitched (called the 

Treble), cast especially for Derry Hill Parish with an inscription - 

costing £4,000.  At present it is hoped to link this to the Children / 

Young in the Parish.  

d) We need to obtain a larger deeper noted bell cast especially for 

Derry Hill Parish.  This bell 7 will cost £6,750 & could be given in 

memory of a person or family members or as a celebration.  One 

possibility is to inscribe it in memory of those from Derry Hill 

Parish & elsewhere who died due to WW1, WW2 & other wars. 

e) Ideally bell 4 will be a new bell costing £4,500 with an inscription, 

otherwise a £1,800 surplus bell will be used. 

Q6 What is the cost & who is paying?  

A No more than £100,000.  Derry Hill Church does not have funding.  Bells 

are special to so many people who want to hear their traditional sound in 

their Community.  We already have confirmed grants of £14,850 and are 

making applications to other charities for grants.  Additionally at least 

£2,000 is available by assisting the bell-hangers install the bells.  Also, we 

hope to attract substantial funding from Viridor Credits (Landfill Tax).  

We need some funding from the Derry Hill Parish Community – this 

includes the opportunity to fund a bell as an individual, family or group.  
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Any donations from taxpayers can benefit from Gift Aid (where you give 

£100 but the Project receives £125 including a Gift Aid Tax payment). 

Q7 Will you place orders for the bells and bell 

installation work before the funding is definitely 

secured?  

A  No, we cannot order unless funding is secured.  The order for the bells & 

work to install them will not be placed until 98% of the funding is secured.  

We need to raise all funding by this November so that orders can be placed 

in December. 

Q8 How can I show my support for bells in my 

Community?  

A In many ways.  You could give funding for a bell or towards the project, 

run events to raise funds and sign the Survey form to confirm your support 

for bells in your Community.  

Local funding needs to be promised by July to encourage substantial 

funding from charities & other external sources. 

Q9 Who do I contact to fund a bell or other project 

costs?  Who do I contact to find more information? 

A Ian Willox, 01249 811653 or 8 Redhill Close, Derry Hill, Calne, SN11 9NY 

or Ken Webb 01249 760682  or kenwebb@ringhilmarton.freeserve.co.uk  or 

44 Poynder Place, Hilmarton, SN11 8SQ  

Please make cheques payable to Derry Hill PCC with a note stating that the 

donation is specifically for Derry Hill Bells & pass to Ian Willox.   

Thank you. 

MOBILE L IBRARY V ISITS TO DERRY H ILL 
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00 

Tuesdays: 13 May, 27 May, 10 June.  

Kingston House Derry Hill, 10:05 - 10:45 

Mondays: 19 May, 16 June, 14 July, 11 August. 

mailto:kenwebb@ringhilmarton.freeserve.co.uk
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OPEN GARDENS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL  
28 th & 29th June 2014 in Christ Church Derry Hill 

Things are getting under way for this event with what promises to be a 

good weekend.  Would you like to open your garden for people to view 

over this weekend?  Your display garden could be your front or back, large 

or small.  The event opens from 10am till 5pm, with last entry to the 

gardens 4pm.  All we ask is for you to be there to welcome people to your 

garden.   Two years ago we had 8 gardens open, we hope to have around 

that number again.   If you would like to open your garden please contact 

me, Stephen Starr, 01249 821325 and I will be able to answer any questions.  

This year we will be commemorating the centenary of the outbreak of 

World War One and 75 years since the start of WW2.  As part of decorating 

the church the Flower Guild plan to create ten arrangements designed to 

invoke memories of the war as a tribute to the fallen.   In order to cover the 

costs of these arrangements we are inviting sponsorship of £35 per 

arrangement.  For details please contact; Claire Satchell on 07968 091217 or 

email Claire on:  newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk. 

The Vicarage will be open for refreshments and a Teddy Bears’ picnic.   Go 

Teddy Go will once more be featured from the church tower!  On the Friday 

evening 27th June there will be a preview evening at church where you can 

view the flower arrangements.  The evening will be on a war theme where 

you may come dressed up in wartime clothes (optional).  Wartime food and 

drink will be served.  Look out for the adverts in the magazine for more 

updates.  All proceeds will go to the upkeep of the church. 

Stephen Starr.  Event Manager. 

CHRISTIAN A ID 
Christian Aid week 2014 is from the 11th - 17th May.  We are looking for 

someone to help us organise the collection for this year with a view to 

taking over from us next year as we will be stepping back from organising 

this event.  This collection is well supported in Derry Hill and Studley and 

sends about £1,000 each year to Christian Aid.   If you would like to help 

then please contact us on 01249 822157.  We look forward to hearing from 

you.  Thank you.  Goff and Deirdre Lias 

mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
….for Derry Hill, May 1954….. 

We are most grateful to the members of 

the congregation who so very kindly took 

such pains over decorating the church, 

and to those who gave flowers and 

greenery.  It will give them great 

satisfaction to know that many people are 

getting the habit of driving out from 

Calne and Chippenham and even further 

afield to visit out Parish Church and 

admire its decoration.  We are grateful, 

too, to Mr. Allen, our organist and the 

members of the choir for their great lead 

in the singing and music.  There were 

many compliments on the atmosphere created by our robed choir, and the 

anthem which they sang.  Choral Eucharist, to Merbecke’s setting, was so 

impressive that we are considering using it regularly on the first Sunday of 

the month, at 11 a.m., and so eliminating the necessity of a 12 o’clock 

celebration. 

The work on the church goes on.  I am anxious that we push on more 

rapidly now that Easter is over, in order to get it completed early this 

summer.  Will you please consider seriously what you can do to help – 

either in a practical way in the church, or by gifts?  We need more 

carpeting, offers for the cost of chairs for the chapel, narrow pieces of glass, 

preferably plate, for the west door, curtain material, brass hinges, etc. 

May 23rd is Rogation Sunday – the three following days are Rogation days.  

Each year I have offered to come to your gardens and farms and hold 

services of blessing upon your labours.  The response has not been what 

I had hoped. 

It would be of great help to master and man if they were to offer, together, 

their labours in field and barn and gardens for the church’s blessing.   

Your parish priest is at your service. 
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On June 1st there is to be a great service in Salisbury Cathedral, arranged 

by the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust.  Please look out for details in the 

press nearer the date. 

We are so glad that Easter was blessed with such lovely weather – it did us 

all good (especially those who work indoors or live in cities)’ 

Your sincere friend and Vicar, L.W.G. Hudson 

 

HELP WITH THE ALTAR LINEN 
We are looking for someone to take over the washing, 

ironing and light starching of the altar linen.  The linen 

to be maintained includes the white altar cloth and the 

linens used for the communion service.  Please contact 

Reverend Ann (01249 817926) or the churchwarden 

Stephen Starr (01249 821325) if you think you could 

help.  We would be immensely grateful to you! 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
What fun we had at our last meeting – a practical session in 

Tai Chi by Anne Tottingham.  As one watching from the side-

lines, it was entertaining to watch the concentration on 

members’ faces as they followed the instructions and 

movements.  However, those who actually participated said they 

thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Sally thanked Barbara, Margaret and Jan for all their hard work at the 

Members’ evening meal, which was held in February.  The annual prize, for 

the monthly competition, was won jointly by Paula and Margaret H, who 

will share the prize. 

The Annual Meeting followed and the Committee Members were elected 

‘en bloc’ as follows:  President – Sally Hole, Secretary – Tina Oliver, 

Treasurer – Andrea Colborne with Angela Treslove, Ann Vaid, Jackie 

Green and Janet Stock. 

Dates for diaries: A walk on Friday 2nd May will be to the White Horse at 

Cherhill and back to the Devine Café for lunch.  Times to be decided at the 

next meeting. 

Our speaker in May will be Frances Benton, whose talk is entitled  ‘Tears of 

the Dragon – Nature’s Natural Gemstones to Buy’ and the competition will 

be for a Jewellery Item.  We will also be having the second of our seedlings 

sale, so members can bring along their excess seedlings, or buy more – or 

both! 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting, please phone Sally on 01249 

817945 or Tina on 01249 814145, or just pop in, we’d love to see you.  Our 

meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month, at The 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila  

CALLING ALL QUIZ ENTHUSIASTS! 
Here’s a date for your diary: 16th May 7.00pm at Marden House in Calne. 

The Marden Vale Team is holding a get together so we can meet people 

from other churches in the Benefice and have a good time!  Bring your own 

drink and nibbles.  Lifts available.  Teams - a maximum of 6.  £4 per person. 

More details from Reverend Ann. 
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Next  Awareness Session will be on Tuesday May 

20th at 7.45pm in the Old Meeting Room in 

Lansdowne Hall.  Mr Richard Schofield from 

Community Heartbeat Trust will explain what we 

need to know about defibrillators and remind us 

how to do CPR.  Please let Emma or Paula know if 

you would like to attend as numbers are limited by 

fire regulations.  Our last session was very successful so we are sure this 

will also be very useful. 

Village Emergency Telephone Scheme (VETS)  We are hoping to set up a 

scheme in the village where a number of volunteers will make themselves 

available to help anyone who has  dialled 999 and is alone with a casualty 

while waiting for the ambulance.  There will be a phone numbers available 

for people to summon such help.  In the case of a sudden cardiac arrest, for 

example, the volunteer(s) would be able to fetch the defibrillator or perhaps 

help with CPR and provide reassurance.  We will provide ‘in house’ 

training to any volunteers.  If you would like to help in this way and can be 

available 24/7 when at home, please contact Emma or Paula. 

The Great Glen Way - Sponsored Walk  One of our DH&SH members - 

Hazel Eastham is going to walk The Great Glen Way from Fort William to 

Inverness (79 miles!) over several days in July and hopes to obtain 

sponsorship in aid of our funds.  We are now raising funds for a 3rd 

defibrillator in Studley in conjunction with the Methodist Church and for 

maintenance of our existing 2 defibrillators.  If you would like to sponsor 

Hazel for any part of this amazing project please contact Emma or Paula for 

a form.  The form will also be available to download from the Calne Rural 

website. http://www.calnerural.org  

Our grateful thanks go to Studley Methodists for their generous donations 

to the funds already given.  They are joining in our future activities. We 

very much welcome their help. 

Thanks also to Sue Matthews for funds raised by the knitting of many 

ducklings! We love them Sue! 

Emma Dadd:  01249 814738;   emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk 

Paula Edwards: 01249 816364; bryher3@talktalk.net 

http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM - SERVICES IN MAY 

4 May 8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP Said) 

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

 11.00am Derry Hill Mattins (BCP) 
 4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 – Leprosy Mission 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 
    

11 May 9.30am Foxham Family Service 

 11am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion 

 11am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW) 
    

18 May 8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

 11.00am Derry Hill Family Service 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

    

25 May 9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

 11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion 
 6.00pm Foxham Evensong 

    

Celebrating Ascension Day on Thursday 29 May!  40 days after 

Easter Day! 

(excluding Sundays as these are  Sabbath Days) 

29 May 7.30pm Derry Hill Holy Communion (CW) 

 

The Derry Hill Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) reports are now 

in Christ Church.  Please take one if you would like one. 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION – DERRY H ILL 
For the Christ Church Mothers Union 

meeting in April, Mrs Mary Fisher came 

to lead a “Quiet Afternoon”.  Members 

found this time of quiet contemplation very uplifting. 

Mary based this sermon on the three Marys that we know in the life of 

Christ – Mary, his mother, Mary the sister of Martha and Mary Magdalene.  

Bible readings interspersed with relaxing music made for a very spiritual 

afternoon. 

During the business session, Deirdre reported on the recent Lady Day 

service at Westbury and the Tuppenny Fair at Bromham. Members were 

read the annual report that is sent to head office.  It detailed our events 

throughout the past year. 

The Branch has sent their application for a stall at the annual Village fete – 

which they will call, 'Cakes and Craft'. Members were encouraged to get to 

work. 

The next meeting is May 7th. 

New members and visitors are very welcome and details can be obtained 

from Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

ADVANCE SPECIAL  NOTICE OF JUNE SERVICES 

1st June   11am Bishop Edward Visits!  Service for all three 

parishes.  Please note the change in dates 

from what you may expect for the services 

below!!  Look out for more information! 

8th June 11am Mattins 

                4pm Praise@4 – The Spirit 

15th June 11am All Age Holy Communion 

22nd June 8am 

              11am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Family Service 

29th June 6pm Open Gardens Closing Service 



22 

 

 

 
 

 



23 

DERRY H ILL BOOK CLUB  
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson 
What if we could relive our life until we got it right?  This book follows 

Ursula as she does just this.  First her arrival in a snowstorm which 

prevents both the doctor and the midwife from attending her birth and 

results in her being stillborn and then on through various lives which alter 

direction as she avoids the pitfalls which result in her early deaths from 

illness, accidents and violence. 

Kate Atkinson has succeeded in capturing a very distinctive sense of time 

and place both of pre-war England and of England and Germany during 

the last war.  Although each life end with Ursula's death the knowledge 

that this means an alternative life with another outcome stops the novel 

from becoming depressing.  However some members found the book too 

repetitive and somewhat boring.  Most of us enjoyed the various lives and 

felt that the episodes about the Second World War were particularly well 

done with the exception of an interval at Hitler's mountain retreat which 

was felt superfluous. 

The book generated an interesting discussion on the merits or otherwise of 

changing aspects of the past but on the whole we felt that since even bad 

times resulted in changes we appreciated we would prefer to leave things 

as they were! 

Andrea Colborne 

The next book to be reviewed is: 

'And the Mountains Echoed' by Khaled Hosseini.  Chosen by Emir Kullar. 

P.S.G.  CHOIR  
Update from Claire 
I've always wanted to be in a choir, it was just a question of finding a choir 

to suit me (and me it!) and I think I've found the perfect one in Derry Hill!  

Will Blake started the choir in Feb this year at the school hall and much to 

our amazement (and probably his) we've started to sound like a real choir.  

The songs Will chooses vary tremendously....this week our new song was, 

'Down to the river to pray' which was made famous in the film, 'Oh brother  
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where art thou'.  It's one of my all-time favourites so I was really pleased to 

have a go at singing it.  

As the name hints, PSG stands for Pop, Soul & Gospel so the songs that 

Will chooses are in those categories.  We've been learning 'Happy' by 

Pharrell Williams , 'Here comes the sun' and 'Say a little prayer' to name but 

a few. Just when we are happily ensconced in our comfort zone and just 

about got the words right, Will decides we should start clapping as 

well.............I didn't realise clapping AND singing AND smiling could be so 

difficult! 

Since P.S.G Choir started we've grown to roughly 30 or so people which 

consists of mainly women, we do have some fab male voices but we'd love 

some more to give our music extra depth.  So if you have a hidden talent 

for singing the descant please come along. 

You don't have to be able to read music, enthusiasm is the key! 

PSG is held in the School Hall on Tues nights from 8pm until 9:30pm.   

It's £4 a session but on a band night it's £5 a session. 

Any questions or queries contact Will Blake on 07751 697388 

QUIET DAY AT M ICHAELGARTH RETREAT 
14th June 
Ty Mawr Convent, Trellech, near Monmouth is set in beautiful 

countryside, two miles from the village of Trellech.  The day starts there at 

10.30 and ends at 5pm.  The day will be run by the resident nuns.  This isn’t 

demanding but VERY relaxing for one’s own enjoyment and spiritual 

boost!  Cost £5.00.  Bring your own lunch.  If there is enough interest it will 

be possible to hire a coach.  More details from Reverend Ann. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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THE SANCTITY OF THE COMMUNITY 

AND BOWOOD 

In reply to Mrs. Robbins’ letter in the March edition, the facts are: 

Blounts Court is owned by a Trust, which has a fiduciary responsibility to 

manage its assets for the benefit of the beneficiaries (excluding myself and 

the Estate). 

Although the Trustees have actively promoted the site over many years, no 

serious commercial operators have shown interest. 

The Trustees have consequently decided to apply for a small residential 

development (28 houses), having taken into consideration the benefits and 

constraints. 

Vasterns Saw Mill - anyone who suggests the Trustees are riding 

roughshod over the future of this successful rural enterprise knows little of 

the Bowood culture.  My Great Grandfather encouraged Mr. Beint, in 1919, 

to establish the mill.  Any proposed development at Blounts Court will be 

designed to minimise noise pollution from the mill’s extractor fans.  The 

Trustees are working with Vasterns to ensure minimal impact. 

Studley Crossroads - this section of the A4 at Studley is lethal.  As a 

condition of residential development at Blounts Court, a zebra crossing and 

speed restriction will be required- both long overdue. 

Let me end by expressing a very personal reaction to some of the 

exaggerated comments which have surfaced since the proposal was 

unveiled.  “The Sanctity of the Community” - Bowood is part of that 

community.  None of us likes change, but change is sometimes inevitable.  

I can honestly say I am hugely proud of the part Bowood plays daily in the 

community.  Some examples being: 

A superb seven-form entry primary school, underpinned by the volume of 

pupils within the catchment area, due to the organic growth of the village 

over the past fifty years, which has also helped secure the village stores and 

pubs. 

 



28 

 
 



29 

An outstanding village hall and car park on land provided by Bowood, on 

a long lease, at a peppercorn rent.  Two thirds of the construction costs 

funded by Bowood, including a second meeting room and extended store. 

The Bowood Sports Ground and Scouts premises provided free by the 

Estate at a peppercorn rent. 

Employment - many hundreds of local young people have had the 

opportunity of working at Bowood (full or part time) over the past forty 

years. 

The Estate supports hundreds of charitable causes annually by donating a 

multitude of complimentary offers. 

Finally, how many residents of Derry Hill and Studley enjoy the 

advantages of the facilities on their doorstep - Golf Course, Spa, House & 

Grounds?  All of which directly reflects on the value of properties 

neighbouring the Estate. 

No, we have nothing to be ashamed of.  Although I must admit, having 

experienced again unfounded remarks and vitriol, I sometimes think we 

should sell up to a Russian Oligarch, who would close the park, maximise 

commercial opportunities and be absent for most of the year!   

How sad.     Charlie Lansdowne 

BREAD & BUTTER HOT CROSS BUN PUDDING 
(with chocolate surprise) 

serves 6/8 or 1 really greedy person 
This is a take on a Nigella Pain au Chocolat recipe that I've done time and 

time again. 

2 packs of Hot Cross buns (8 buns), chopped in to bite size pieces 

3 cups of milk 

3 cups of double cream 

3 tbsp spoons of caster sugar 

1 whole egg 

4 egg yolks 

half tspn vanilla essence 

1 or 2 packets of small cadburys cream eggs (wrappers off!) 

Preheat oven to 200˚C 
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Butter well an oven proof dish that the hot cross buns will fit into without 

escaping over the side during cooking.  Place the chopped hot cross buns 

into the dish along with the chocolate eggs, the eggs can be dotted about, 

but I suggest you bury them otherwise they can catch & burn during 

cooking. 

Meanwhile put the cream & milk into a pan & bring to near boiling (when 

the first small bubbles appear that's fine too)  

Whisk the egg, egg yolks and sugar together to make a paste.  

When the milk & cream have got to temperature take off the heat & leave to 

cool for a few minutes, then add them to the sugar & egg mixture, keep 

stirring during this bit otherwise you'll have eggy lumps in you mixture.  If 

it helps, pop a tea towel under the dish or jug to stop it spinning round 

whilst you're stirring. 

When mixed add the vanilla essence, mix again. 

Pour the mixture over the hot cross buns & eggs.  Let this stand for a few 

minutes to make sure the wet ingredients have soaked into the buns. 

Pop in the oven for 30-40 minutes, or until the top sets, it'll have a wobble 

but it won't be runny. 

Serve with custard or/and cream. 

I made this pudding for Mothering Sunday and it was received with much 

anticipation and excitement (which is always nice when you've been 

slaving away!)  The chocolate eggs had melted into the mixture so it gave it 

an extra sugary kick.  I suppose if you wanted them to stay more whole you 

could use the normal sized eggs.  The choice is yours! 

This pud can be frozen (wait until it's cool before freezing)  It sinks a bit but 

the flavour is still good.  I defrost during the day and just pop in the oven 

for about 15 minutes to heat through when I need it. 

The base for this recipe is so simple you can put anything into it.  I've used 

Pain au Chocolate, apricots & pecans. Tea cakes & ginger chocolate....it 

really is limitless which is why I love it so much. 

I often do this pudding at the same time as Pavalovas as I can use up the 

egg whites.  Guess what next months recipe will be.....! 

Happy Baking everyone!  The Secret Chef 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 9pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the powerful halogen lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk


33 

NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
Before we tell you about all the fun our RubADubbers have been having, 

we have a date for you all to add to your diaries - Monday 9th June.  

Rub-A-Dub Preschool, based in Derry Hill, is having our annual Open Day.  

This is a great opportunity for parents/guardians who are considering 

sending their child to Rub-A-Dub to see first-hand why we are OFSTED 

rated OUTSTANDING.  We will provide more information in the next 

newsletter and on our website www.rubadubpreschool.com closer to the 

date. 

Since the last newsletter our Rising Stars enjoyed a visit from Wings and 

Talons who bought some of their Birds of Prey to show the children.  They 

were amazingly good at being very quiet so as not to frighten the birds.  It 

was a real journey of discovery, especially for some of our more timid 

children whose parents were genuinely surprised that their child had 

volunteered to wear the special glove and have a bird of prey land on their 

arm.  

There was also our special surprise Mother’s Day tea party where we 

treated mums to a story, songs, daffodils, tea, scones, jam, cream and cake.  

Well done to the RubADubbers who did so well to keep the surprise, which 

we know is a huge challenge at this young age. 

And then there were all the Easter egg hunts which the children (and the 

helpers) thoroughly enjoyed.  We hid eggs and chicks in the garden 

throughout the week, and took our Rising Stars to the green for an eggstra 

special egg hunt :-) 

Rub-A-Dub is a thriving pre-school in the village of Derry Hill.  Our highly 

motivated and caring team encourage the children in their care to discover 

and learn, developing their confidence as they start on their journey to 

primary school.  Rated outstanding in all areas by Ofsted our team is 

always looking at new ways to develop each child based on their individual 

needs. Liz 

 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dear All 

First of all thank you to all who made Holy Week and Easter Day so special 

by coming along and joining in the worship but also in decorating the 

church and mowing the grass! 

Apart from the fact that the sun didn’t come through the clouds for the 

5.50am Son rise Service on Easter morning the whole day went really well!  

Thank you too to Colette Som and Richard Boyd for Bacon Butties and tea 

and coffee after the service – we needed them! 

Holy Week was quite a week as in the midst of it I was on BBC Wiltshire 

and challenged with the idea that being a vicar is a top job (vocation) for 

happiness!  Given that home is the office 24/7 and there is, at most dare 

I say, one 24 hour period per week when there is no work related 

interruptions, I was really surprised to hear vicars are in a top happiness 

job!  There is a lot of stress involved, as there is with many jobs, on home 

and family as my ministerial duties always take precedence.  And of 

course, the highs and lows are experienced by my family too! 

I was even more intrigued when I discovered that the happiest jobs all had 

loads of stress of one sort or another in them, and were very demanding on 

family life!  CEOs, Farmers, Company Secretaries and similar were all in 

the top 10 jobs! 

It started to make me think – the one thing all the job holders appear to 

have in common is freedom to do the job as they think best.  They are also 

responsible for their own actions and reading a situation correctly, adapting 

a response to it and carrying it through. And they are responsible for the 

well-being of their families.  In other words they are not in a 9-5 situation 

where a job is prescribed for them.  They are all jobs which are different 

each day and one must adapt to the changes that take place with regard to 

priorities.  All the jobs include the freedom to care for people as well as 

family according to one’s ethics and morals.  People depend on them for 

their well-being and happiness. 

Do we just need to develop more trust in each other to be able to create 

more happiness?! 

With love, Reverend Ann 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 7th April.  Unusually, there were a large number 

of members of the public attending to hear the council’s views on two 

topics:  The fatal car crash at Mile Elm and the Bowood Reversionary 

Trust’s proposals for Blount’s Court. 

Peter Lawson From Turley Associates outlined the modified proposals for 

28 houses at Blount’s Court.  The main modification being a buffer zone, 

including a 15-car car park for Vasterns between the proposed housing and 

the sawmill.  The site access has been changed to be nearer the A4 with that 

part of Studley Lane to the A4 being widened.  A Pelican crossing with 

speed reduction on the A4 is still being considered.  Peter Lawson said 

formal planning application would soon be made. 

David Clements, for the Studley residents, questioned why the Parish 

Council had allowed Wiltshire Council to put Derry Hill and Studley into 

one large village which effectively, he said, allowed more development in 

Studley than if it had been classified as a small village in its own right.  

He also pointed out there were bound to be problems with dust and noise 

with the new housing so close to the sawmill.  

There was much discussion as to what could be done in the way of 

highway modification in the light of the tragic accident at Mile Elm.  The 

general opinion was that the speed limit was too high and more warnings 

were needed to alert drivers to the sharp bends.  The council is raising this 

as an issue with the Area Board and was keen to have information on all 

incidents from the local residents. 

It was noted that the Payphone by Crewes Cottages on the A4 was to be 

removed by BT through lack of use.  

The council also decided to invite a member of the Spatial Planning team to 

the next meeting to explain housing site allocation. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative. 

A full list of Councillors and minutes of previous meetings are available on 

the web site, http://www.calnewithout.org  

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithout.org/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 


