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mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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EDITORIAL 
June promises to be an exciting month!  

We have the Flower Festival/Open 

Gardens Weekend, and the Bowood Dog 

Show in Derry Hill.  Then there’s the 

Heritage Day at The Pewsham Locks. The 

Town Crier Competition, The Calne Fest, 

The Summer Festival and Carnival are 

happening in Calne.   

If you are a folkie like me you may just be recovering from the Chippenham 

Folk Festival held at the end of May.  I could go on about what is 

happening elsewhere in the area in Devizes, Lacock, Corsham and so on.  

But what strikes me at this time of the year is what a vibrant and beautiful 

part of England we live in.   

I’m always surprised that we don’t see more tourists than we do.  Take a 

trip into Bath at this time of the year and you can’t move for tourists.  Let’s 

hope, with a little help from the local councils of the area we see more and 

more tourists popping in to use our pubs and bed and breakfast facilities 

whilst visiting such beautiful places as Bowood and Avebury.   A good 

dose of decent weather would help this happen and our gardens to 

flourish!  Ed. 

PS.  If you dine out regularly and are a keen foodie, have you ever thought 

of making a regular contribution to the Magazine on your experiences?   

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL 
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00 

Tuesdays: 27 May, 10 June, 24 June, 8 July 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 - 10:25 

Mondays: 16 June, 14 July, 11 August. 
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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P.S.G CHOIR  -  OH WHAT A NIGHT! 
After approximately 10 weeks of practice last Tuesday evening saw the 

P.S.G choir make its debut performance.  With a considerably larger than 

anticipated audience comprising of family and friends it was definitely 

more School Hall than Albert Hall but still a little nerve racking to be facing 

a public performance.  So we gathered, all dressed in various shades of red 

looking positively professional and ready to perform our set of 6 songs. 

To start off the evening’s entertainment Terry took to the 'stage' with his 

guitar to perform a couple of his own songs.  Meanwhile behind him in 

anticipation for our moment in the spotlight our expressions ranged from 

slight terror to rabbits caught in the headlights with the exception of Tony 

one of our tenors who looked impressively calm. 

We opened with our rendition of 'This Little Light of Mine' and the 

audience was soon clapping along providing the perfect opportunity for 

any rogue clapping to go unnoticed.  Accompanied by our bassist and 

drummer with Will on the keyboards, we certainly sounded the business 

and I'm sure surpassed our own expectations. 

Amy our soloist was wonderful singing the main verses of 'Say a Little 

Prayer'.  The band part way through jumped ship from instrumental to 

vocals to give us some more depth to 'Down to The River to Pray'. 

From the soprano side of the room the tenors and altos sounded brilliant 

throughout and much to our relief we managed to hit our high note with 

success although it's possible our faces may have turned the same colour as 

our tops for a few seconds!  I think we all managed our previously 

unknown feat of singing the last two songs without our words, clapping, 

smiling and staying in tune! 

Our performance concluded with a much more relaxed encore of the first 

song, then on a musical high we decamped to the Lansdowne Arms to treat 

the unsuspecting and slight bemused locals to a much more ad hoc 

performance that may have been bolstered by a couple of well-deserved 

beverages. 

On the whole the evening was a resounding success, above all we had fun 

and to quote one of our songs we were left feeling very 'Happy' with our 

first foray into public performance and I think it fair to say we felt more 

than a little proud of ourselves.  Cheers   Rie 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
….for Derry Hill, June 1954….. 

What a great pity it was that there were 

so few members of the Mothers’ Union 

present at the May meeting.   

Mrs St. John’s presentation of the life 

story of John the Baptist through the 

medium of puppets, was most brilliant.  

We are most grateful to her and the 

Revd. F.R.J. St. John for their kindness. 

There is still time to give your name in 

for the Deanery Festival Service, to be 

held at Calne at 7.30pm on June 17th 

next.  We can provide transportation for 

you. 

By the time this is in circulation we shall have formed a churchyard 

committee, composed of representatives from the church and chapel 

congregations.  We hope to be able to tackle the problem of keeping the 

churchyard tidy.  Every person living in the parish has a moral 

responsibility for its upkeep and we appeal to you to support to the full 

whatever plans the committee may decide to put in hand.   

He who refrains from his duty of attending church each Sunday, without a 

reason (not to be confused with an (‘excuse’), denies the brethren of the 

strength of his presence, and strikes as effective a blow against the 

Christian Church as any Communist could wish.   

Let us close the ranks, brethren!  L.W.G. HUDSON 

DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
So, just a month to go now to the 2014 fete on Saturday 12th July!  Things 

are hotting up for the committee and it’s fair to say that never before in the 

field of fete delivery have so many actions fallen to so few!  Join us next 

year and keep the tradition alive! 
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Woven into the fabric of this year’s fete is a desire to remember 1914 and 

the outbreak of The Great War.  You will find activities, stands, music and 

more throughout the fete.  For instance, I would draw your attention to the 

PSP Insurance and Financial Solutions Arts & Crafts show.  You can 

collect a Schedule of Classes for the show from places such as the 

Lansdowne Arms, the school, church and elsewhere in the village (it’s also 

downloadable from the fete page on www.calnerural.org).  I really hope 

you take the time and trouble to get hold of a schedule and, with other 

members of the family, enter as many classes as you can. The Arts & Crafts 

show was a small but significant success at last year’s fete and we all hope 

it can grow to become a permanent feature of the fete for many years.  This 

year in addition to the cup for the best entry in show we will be awarding 

the Michael Antony Estate Agents Cup for the best 1914/Great War 

themed entry (see schedule for classes for details). 

1914 and The Great War is also the theme of the opening ceremony, the 

very popular procession of decorated barrows – sponsored this year by 

Nat West.  Anyone can enter a barrow, just contact me for more details and 

join in the fun.  Elsewhere, in addition to the local historians mentioned in 

the April edition of inSPIRE, we hope to include a couple of amazing WW1 

themed ideas from our community groups in the Main Arena programme.  

Rub-a-Dub plan to recognise the importance of birds in the war while the 

youth of the village will be trying to solve tricky leadership and command 

tasks.  Sounds interesting right?? 

In addition to all this, we have the celebrated mix of traditional and new 

stalls selling books, cakes, makeovers and all manner of other things 

alongside the bottle stall and tombola, the BBQ, cream teas, the bar – 

complete with Net’s Golden Bucket, and, introducing for his debut at the 

fete, Mr Brown’s Pig!  I’m still not quite certain whether that is Mr Brown 

or his pig or both but apparently all will become clear to me nearer the time 

I am assured. 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that we are again receiving great support 

from all quarters for the Grand Draw including golf, hotel breaks, antiques, 

sports club membership and more.   

http://www.calnerural.org/
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Further, we are grateful to the Bowood Estate for its support of the Lucky 

Programme where one lucky winner will go home with a season ticket to 

the House and Grounds – but you have to buy the programme and raffle 

tickets to be in with a chance so book the day, don’t stay away!!! 

Keep your eyes on inSPIRE, www.calnerural.org our Twitter page 

(@dh_fete) and the fete Facebook page for more information and ways to 

get involved and have a great afternoon out. 

Peter Prater 

Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com  

Phone: 07912 466453 

NEWS FROM K INGSTON HOUSE DERRY H ILL 

Volunteer! 
Do you have an hour to spend a week?  We are looking for volunteers to 

read, chat or play cards with residents.  We are also looking for volunteers 

to take a resident for a short walk in our garden or a gentle stroll around 

the village; perhaps up to the Village Stores.  Interested?  Please contact me 

(see below). 

Rag Bag! 
Thank you everyone for your support.  If anyone would like to donate 

further items to this collection, please telephone me on the number below 

and we will drop off a collection bag.  All the money raised in this way goes 

to the Resident’s Comfort Fund. 

Bingo! 
Our Summer Bingo is on Wednesday 25th June. Eyes Down at 7pm.  

Everyone is very welcome.  There are some lovely prizes and a raffle.  

If you wish to book a place please ring me. (Details below) 

Finally… 
Congratulations to Carol Grainger, the Manager of Kingston House, who 

won ‘Manager of the Year’ at an awards ceremony held at the Oval in 

March by the Greensleeves Homes Trust.  Carol said,  “I’m delighted that 

our home has been recognised for the fantastic work we do”.  

Lynda Summers, Receptionist at Kingston House. Telephone: 01249 815555 

http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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OPEN GARDENS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL  
28 th & 29 th June 2014 in Christ Church Derry Hill 

Things are getting under way for this event with what promises to be a 

good weekend.  Would you like to open your garden for people to view 

over this weekend?  Your display garden could be your front or back, large 

or small.  The event opens from 10am till 5pm, with last entry to the 

gardens 4pm.  All we ask is for you to be there to welcome people to your 

garden.   Two years ago we had 8 gardens open, we hope to have around 

that number again.   If you would like to open your garden please contact 

me, Stephen Starr, 01249 821325 and I will be able to answer any questions.  

This year we will be commemorating the centenary of the outbreak of 

World War One and 75 years since the start of WW2.  As part of decorating 

the church the Flower Guild plan to create ten arrangements designed to 

invoke memories of the war as a tribute to the fallen.   In order to cover the 

costs of these arrangements we are inviting sponsorship of £35 per 

arrangement.  For details please contact; Claire Satchell on 07968 091217 or 

email Claire on: newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk. 

The Vicarage will be open for refreshments and a Teddy Bears’ picnic.   Go 

Teddy Go will once more be featured from the church tower!  On the Friday 

evening 27th June there will be a preview evening at church where you can 

view the flower arrangements.  The evening will be on a war theme where 

you may come dressed up in wartime clothes (optional).  Wartime food and 

drink will be served.  Look out for the adverts in the magazine for more 

updates.  All proceeds will go to the upkeep of the church. 

Stephen Starr.  Event Manager. 

DOORWAY SPRING FAIR 3RD MAY 2014 
Thanks very much to all who bought raffle tickets and contributed items for 

the Doorway Spring Fair.  It was a great success this year and raised over 

£3,000!  

Your support is much appreciated. 

Mary Aylen 

mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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PARISH REGISTERS –  ALL AT CHRIST CHURCH 
With apologies for omitting this section in March, April and May!!  Here is 

a catch up!! 

We welcome into the Christian Family 

2nd March 2014 – Kyle James Peter Frayling 

9th March 2014 – Sebastian Jay Plumtree-Crossley 

11th May 2014 – Rachel Elizabeth Manning 

17th May 2014 – Hermes Walter Paroussi Dawkins 

We congratulate on their marriage 

26th April 2014 - Charles Hyde Macey and Kelly Jane Blake 

We remember: 

17th March 2014 – Joyce Agnes Wiltshire 

11th January 2014 – Ethel Jarvis (Burial of Ashes 25 April) 

3rd May 2014 – Gladys Louisa Bullock 

May they rest in God’s peace 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
In April we had a great talk by our very own Derry Hill 

Beekeeper, Claire Barker, who lives next door to The 

Lansdowne Arms – how many people have seen her 

beehives?  She told us all about the ‘Trials and Tribulations’ of 

keeping bees and how she set up her own business, called Hive Originals, 

making face and hand lotions – this lady even makes her beauty products 

in her kitchen!  We had the benefit of buying her products so there are some 

very soft hands in the WI now! 

Dates for Diaries: On the 9th June we will have a Knitting and Crafts 

evening at Margaret’s, from 8pm to 10pm and by popular request Andrea 

will be hosting another Garden Party on the 14th June.  I will host a coffee 

morning on the 17th June, from 10.30am to 12.30am – theme to be decided 

at our next meeting.  On the 18th July there will be a walk from Pewsham 

to Lacock and on the 7th August there will be a visit to Iford Manor 

Gardens, Bradford on Avon.  So plenty to do, ladies, let’s just hope for 

good weather for our outdoor activities. 

We are considering a change of items for our stall at the Village Fete and 

would like to sell home-made fudge and other home-made edibles, so look 

out your cookery books and old family recipes.  A tasting session 

beforehand would be an even better idea! 

Our speaker on the 23rd June will be Barbara Linge, ably assisted by 

Dusky, who will talk on Hearing Dogs for the Deaf.  The competition will 

be a Dog picture or photograph. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting, please phone Sally on 01249 

817945 or Tina on 01249 814145, or just pop in, we’d love to see you.  Our 

meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month, at The 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila  
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Awareness Session:  On Tuesday 20th May we had 

another very successful evening with Mr Richard 

Schofield from the Community Heartbeat Trust who 

told us all we need to know about the use of 

defibrillators and reminded us about how to do CPR.  

Thanks to all who supported us in this very 

worthwhile activity. 

Lent Lunches:  We have been very lucky in receiving the donations from the 

Lent Lunches at our village church this year.  We would like to express our 

gratitude to our vicar and the congregation for this generous gift towards 

our fund.  We are still raising money for the 3rd defibrillator for Studley 

and for the up keep of our existing ones. 

Sponsored Walk:  We announced last month that Hazel Eastham is going to 

walk The Great Glen Way from Fort William to Inverness in July with her 

husband Lawrence to celebrate her birthday!  If you would like to sponsor 

her for our fund please contact Hazel at hazeleastham@aol.com or 

download a form from the Calne Rural website. http://www.calnerural.org. 

Quiz night with a difference at the Lansdowne Arms: Paul at the 

Lansdowne Arms has very kindly offered to help Derry Hill and Studley 

HeartBeat to fund-raise at the pub. 

With his help and kind donations, we have a Quiz with a ‘Health and 

Wellbeing’ theme and a magnificent raffle.  Along the way there will be lots 

of prizes ranging from a 2-course meal for 4, bottles of wine and beer and 

lots of other mouth-watering prizes. 

Teams of up to 6 are allowed with an entrance fee of £10 per team. 

Pencils poised 9pm sharp on Thursday 26th June.  

An evening not to be missed! 

Emma Dadd:  01249 814738;   emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk 

Paula Edwards: 01249 816364; bryher3@talktalk.net 

mailto:hazeleastham@aol.com
http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN JUNE 

1 June 11.00am Derry Hill 

Holy Communion with 

Baptism led by Bishop 

Edward.  Lunch afterwards – 

please see note below 

    

8 June 8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP Said) 

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

 11.00am Derry Hill Mattins (BCP) 
 4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 – The Spirit 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 
    

15 June 9.30am Foxham Family Service 

 11am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion 

 11am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW) 
    

22 June 8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

 11.00am Derry Hill Family Service 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

    

29 June 9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

 6.00pm Derry Hill Songs of Praise! 
 6.00pm Foxham Evensong 

    
Bishop Edward will be baptising  

Ellora, Nevaeha, Athea and Orelia Saxty.   

Please let Stephen Starr (01249 821325) know if you would like to 

stay for lunch with the Bishop. 

All welcome! 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
We met on May 7th for our monthly 

meeting in the Church. 

The speaker was Sue Gallagher who 

explained all about the two holiday schemes run by the Salisbury diocese 

Mothers Union. One being a week in a Christian hotel and the other is a 

caravan which the Mothers Union owns.  The hotel week is for 

disadvantaged families who would otherwise not get a holiday.  The 

helpers are all volunteers who finance themselves but the families are 

guests of the MU.  The caravan at Sidmouth is also free to families during 

the school holidays but can also be hired for a very modest fee at other 

times.  These holidays are all financed by donations and grants.  We were 

enthralled by our speaker’s talk and anecdotes.  Our members were 

encouraged to make items to sell at the village fete in July.  

The annual wave of prayer is in Christ Church on July 31st is at 10:30am. 

Our June meeting on the 4th is an outing to Lydiard Millicent to visit the 

walled garden and Church with tea in the conference centre.  We will meet 

at Church at 2pm. 

New members and visitors are very welcome and details can be obtained 

from Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
June is going to be a very busy month starting with Rub-A-Dub's Open 

Day on Monday 9th June 9:30am to 2:00pm.  This is a great opportunity for 

parents/guardians who are looking for pre-schools in the area to come 

along and see first-hand why we are OFSTED rated OUTSTANDING.  

Please spread the word because we are now registering for September. 

Our Rub-A-Dubbers are going be burning off lots of energy in June!  Firstly 

with a 'sponsored bounce' to raise money to buy equipment for the pre-

school with any left over money being donated to Derry Hill Christ Church.   

The 'sponsored bounce' is swiftly followed by preparation for our July 

Sports Day which is full of fun and races and should weed out those 

budding Olympians for the future!!! 

Please look at our website www.rubadubpreschool.com for further up to 

date news and information.  Liz Christopher 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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DERRY H ILL BOOK CLUB  

“And the mountains echoed“ by Khaled Hosseni  
This is another fantastic read from the author of “The Kite 

Runner”.  Hosseni again centres his characters in Afghanistan 

opening the story with the words, “So then, you want a story and 

I will tell you one” and he does.  

Hosseni uses short stories to introduce us to each character but 

creating a complex and compelling tapestry as he weaves his story 

providing focus through the eyes of each of his main characters; his stories 

contain shades of light and darkness, clarity and confusion, structure and 

chaos, he brings one then another to the fore, revisiting and developing 

themes and constantly challenging the reader to think, to question to 

engage.   

Hosseni follows his characters through 60 years of Afghan and personal 

history introducing us to the deceptively innocent rural villages, where a 

father tells his son a story of a mystical Div who steals a child; to   Kabul ; to 

a country at war then follows the threads of his tale to Paris, America and 

Greece.  Each element could be viewed alone and would feel complete but 

the book provides us with the opportunity to stand back, reflect and 

wonder at the impact events, decisions and circumstance has on 

individuals, could this be the “Echo” Hosenni refers to in his title?  It is a 

book you will read, talk about and re-read seeing something different in it 

each time you pick it up.  Review by Emir Kullar 

The next book to be reviewed will be “Bird song” by Sebastian Faulks. 

The reviewer will be Ann Vaid. 

QUIET DAY AT M ICHAELGARTH RETREAT 

14th June 
Ty Mawr Convent, Trellech, near Monmouth is set in beautiful 

countryside, two miles from the village of Trellech.  The day starts there at 

10.30 and ends at 5pm.  The day will be run by the resident nuns.  This isn’t 

demanding but VERY relaxing for one’s own enjoyment and spiritual 

boost!  Cost £5.00.  Bring your own lunch.  If there is enough interest it will 

be possible to hire a coach.  More details from Reverend Ann. 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 12th May.   

Proceedings opened with the Annual Meeting. Ed Jones was unanimously 

re-elected as Chairman. Sadly Barry Miller, the existing Deputy Chairman 

tendered his resignation just before the meeting making a vacancy in the 

East ward and for the Deputy Chairmanship.  We decided to defer the 

appointment to this post until the June meeting.  The East ward vacancy 

will be advertised in the press. 

Ed Jones reported that consideration was still being given to the fatal crash 

at Mile Elm and the inquest would probably be the basis on which any road 

improvements, including signage, were made. 

Ed Jones and I reported that the Neighbourhood Planning group (Calne 

town and Calne Without) were looking at consultation with the public in 

the near future as part of the process of creating a Neighbourhood Plan.  As 

Calne Town had already carried out such a ‘scoping’ exercise recently, most 

of the work has to be done in Calne Without.  This will be in the form of 

questionnaires and public meetings.  

The Parish Council’s response to the planning application for 28 houses on 

the Blount’s Court site will be made at our next meeting.  This will be held 

in the main hall as it is expected that a large number of members of the 

public will attend. 

As some information and clarity was needed on the role of settlement 

boundaries and housing allocation in the Derry Hill and Studley area, 

councillors from the West Ward of the Parish will be meeting with the 

senior spatial planning officer and some members of the Studley Residents 

group.  The non-town area of the Calne Community Area has to find space 

for approximately 88 houses in the period up to 2026.  

The Hills Waste application for a permanent recycling site at Lower 

Compton and the Calne Aggregates application to extend the operation of 

their facility off Abberd Lane in Calne were discussed at some length. It 

was felt that these operations should be moved nearer main arterial routes 

and not be based in the Calne area.   
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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The council meets again on June 2, 7.30pm in the main hall of the 

Lansdowne Hall. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative. 

A full list of Councillors and minutes of previous meetings are available on 

the web site, http://www.calnewithout.org  

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

CALNE W ITHOUT COMMUNITY WALK 
On an overcast damp Sunday (27th April) afternoon, some twenty or so 

walkers (including one from China!) set out on a community walk from 

Quemerford Gate.  Ages ranged 

from the mid-seventies down to 

around ten with two dogs 

completing the party. The going 

could be described as wet to boggy 

following several days of rain and 

the aftermath of the exceptionally 

wet winter.  

Our intrepid party moved along 

through field, along path and lane 

to Calstone where those on the short walk and those on the longer walk 

parted. Your correspondent leading the short walk led his party past South 

Farm climbing through a decidedly boggy patch onto land above 

Ranscombe Bottom.  Some discussion followed about which was the right 

way to go. Manoeuvring off piste brought the party back to the right 

direction and, avoiding a decidedly churned up bridleway, back to the start 

point. It had been two hours of good company and conversation with the 

party muddied but unbowed.  

A further walk is planned for the autumn. The ground could even have 

dried out by then! Watch this space for details. 

Douglas Colborne 

 

http://www.calnewithout.org/
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM 
PCSO Nicolle Yates and myself have had a busy month so far, visiting the 

Rural Schools and attending our Parish Council meetings along with the 

pleasure of meeting with you on our travels.  I am awaiting the printing of 

our new information notices which will shortly be put up in the villages 

with pictures and contact details so that you know who we are if we have 

not yet had chance to meet.  In addition, please do keep an eye on our 

website for details of places we will be, if anyone wishes to speak with us, 

or just meet up.  If you have any Coffee mornings or similar that you would 

be happy for us to join and make ourselves available to meet residents or 

visitors, please do send us an email as we will happily oblige. 

I have to report that the Rural area has been struck by several Burglaries 

since the beginning of April to the date of my report - 12th May.  Sadly, we 

have suffered several shed and workshop breaks.  These burglaries have 

been at Foxham, Compton Bassett and Stockley.  A large amount of tools 

have been stolen, along with a Horse trailer and a Landrover.  We have also 

suffered losses from parked unattended vehicles – largely from 4x4 

vehicles, where parts have been removed overnight. 

The old Coach road at Headington leads to Roundway Hill and has become 

an attraction for Off Roaders, who ride on the byways in 4x4 vehicles and 

destroy the Byway sufficient that it renders it not useable for walkers or 

Horse riders.  Worse of all is the detriment to the Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI), where plants and wildlife have been destroyed by the Off 

Roaders riding off the byway, due to it being made impassable, because of 

the riding.  Natural England have erected concrete boulders at the entrance 

and put a road closure on this byway.  Sadly, this has made no difference to 

some, who have attended the location late at night with Landrover 

Defenders and pulled the concrete boulders away to give access to the 

militant few who continue to use the byway despite it being closed. 

Please may I ask that if you see anything suspicious, no matter how small, 

to give the Police a call, or alternatively take a registration number of any 

vehicle you don’t recognise.  Just forward them to me and I will let you 

know the results of any enqs I can make.  Despite these reports, Wiltshire is 

still one of the safest Counties in which to live, and the Rural beat of Calne 

is particularly peaceful and beautiful.   Police Constable Sonya Stockhill 
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PAVALOVA 
Turn oven onto 200 or GM 6 to start. 

1 & half Cups of caster sugar 

3 Egg whites 

1 tspn Vinegar (malt) 

1 dspn Cornflour 

1 tspn Vanilla Essence 

4 tbspn Boiling Water 

Put all the ingredients into your mixing bowl and whisk until stiff peaks 

form.  This could take anything from 10-15 minutes. 

Pour mixture onto a lined baking tray.  I mark out a circle and pour it to fill.  

Make sure the edges are slightly higher that the centre. 

Put into the oven.  If using an electric oven, once the pavalova is in turn the 

oven off and leave for at least 3hrs, preferably overnight.  If using a gas 

oven, once the pavalova has gone in turn the oven to GM1 for an hour then 

turn the oven off and leave until oven cold.  

The pavalova should peel away from the lining base easily, if not it needs to 

have a bit longer.  Pop the oven back on a really low heat and keep an eye 

on it.  There is nothing worse than a burnt pavalova! 

To serve, whisk up some double cream (feel free to flavour it with vanilla 

essence, rum, sherry if you like) until it holds its shape.  Spoon into centre 

of pavalova, make sure you get it to the edges too.  The fruit topping is 

really one of personal choice,  I rather like passion fruit poured over the 

cream but my mum thinks it looks like frog spawn!  The fruit you choose 

needs to be a bit sharp, this compliments the sweetness of the pavalova and 

cream, raspberries are good as are kiwi fruit. 

The pavalova itself can be made in advance, though temptation always 

leads us to cracking off the edges every time we go by it.....It maybe wise to 

put in in a sealed box! 

Happy Baking!    

The Secret Chef 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 9pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the powerful halogen lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dear All 

What a glorious few days we have just had!  As it becomes warmer, we also 

seem to get busier – and hotter! 

There is a lot going on in the church - as usual.  We are preparing for the 

Bishop’s visit on the 1st June.  We are delighted that he can stay for lunch 

after the service and hope that many of you will be able to do so too.  

I know the Bishop is keen to meet parishioners wherever he goes – he can 

see the clergy any time!  So, if you would like to come and meet him over 

lunch then please give your name to Stephen Starr (01249 821325).   

And then we move towards the end of the month and the Open Gardens 

and Flower Festival commemorating World War 1.  At 6pm on the Sunday 

(29th) there will be a special Songs of Praise evening service.  If you have 

any favourite hymns then do let me know.  If I receive lots of suggestions 

then I will narrow the choices down to the ones most requested. 

One of the projects at the moment is to assess the support of the community 

for a set of 8 bells to be hung in Christ Church.  Again, just in case you 

don’t know, the sound from bell practices will be muted by technical 

controls that will be built into the tower when the bells are hung. 

As it stands at the moment we have three bells assured – one by the Keltek 

Trust, one by our own Derry Hill School and Rub-a-Dub, and one by the 

Calne Area Board.  If you would like to sponsor a bell or have a share in 

one then do get in touch with Ian Willox (01249 811653) or Ken Webb 

(01249 760682) to find out how! 

One of the ways the community can help is also through providing 

carpentry skills.  We are hoping to have a number of carpenters who may 

be able to work together on the tower.  The money saved would be counted 

in the 10% of the cost of the bells project that the villagers need to raise in 

order to secure 90% from elsewhere.  So, if you can, please talk to Ian or 

Ken about how to help on this community project. 

Lastly, whilst you are relaxing, hopefully in the summer sun, there is a 

questionnaire for you!  We would like to know whether you support the 

project, don’t mind one way or the other, or are excited by the prospect of 

bells ringing!  Please let us know via the enclosed form!  With love, 

Reverend Ann 
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CHILDREN’S PAGE 
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF JULY SERVICES 
6th July  11am Mattins 

                 4pm Praise@4 – Moving On With Jesus!! 

13th July 11am All Age Holy Communion 

20th July 8am 

                11am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Family Service  

27th July 11am Holy Communion 

31st July 10.30am Wave of Prayer – See note below 

The Mothers’ Union across the world expresses its Christian identity 

through its life of prayer and worship.  It is this spiritual life together which 

underpins our work with families and communities.  Every day a wave of 

prayer goes around the world as members stop and pray in the middle of 

the day to pray for the work of Mothers’ Union and international issues.  

These daily prayers follow an annual pattern which means that every 

Mothers’ Union region is prayed for at least once during the year.  It is our 

turn on 31st July at 10.30am – please do come and join us – you don’t need 

to be a member – and men and children are welcome too!  

www.mothersunion.org. 

GARDENING STEVE 
I’m away on holiday this month, taking advantage of this lovely weather! 

So I shall be back to normal next month. 

Best wishes, Gardening Steve. 

A PUZZLE FROM JACK STEPHENS : 
See if you can figure out what these seven words all have in common! 

 1. Banana  2. Dresser  3. Grammar  4. Potato 

 5. Revive  6. Uneven  7. Assess  

Are you peeking or have you already given up? 

Give it another try.... 

Look at each word carefully. 

You'll kick yourself when you discover the answer.  This is so good ..... 

No, it is not that they all have at least 2 double letters.   

Answer is on page 36! 

http://www.mothersunion.org/


36 

A
n

sw
er to

 Ja
ck

 S
tep

h
en

s’ P
u

zzle: 

In
 all o

f th
e w

o
rd

s listed
, if y

o
u

 tak
e th

e first 

letter, p
lace it at th

e en
d

 o
f th

e w
o

rd
, an

d
 

th
en

 sp
ell th

e w
o

rd
 b

ack
w

ard
s, it w

ill b
e th

e 

sam
e w

o
rd

.  D
id

 y
o

u
 fig

u
re it o

u
t? 

WELCOME TO JACK STEPHENS’ FUN PAGE . 
It is incredible that one person can come up with so many witty one liners. 

If you're not familiar with the work of Steven Wright, he's the dry, erudite, 

comic scientist who once said: "I woke up one morning, and all of my stuff 

had been stolen and replaced by exact duplicates." 

His mind sees things differently than most of us do. Here are some of his 

gems........ 

 I'd kill for a Nobel Peace Prize. 

 Borrow money from pessimists -- they don't expect it back. 

 Half the people you know are below average. 

 99% of lawyers give the rest a bad name. 

 82.7% of all statistics are made up on the spot. 

 A conscience is what hurts when all your other parts feel so good. 

 A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 

 If you want the rainbow, you have got to put up with the rain. 

 All those who believe in psycho kinesis, raise my hand. 

 The early bird may get the worm, but the second mouse gets the 

cheese. 

 I almost had a psychic girlfriend... But she left me before we met. 

 OK, so what's the speed of dark? 

 How do you tell when you're out of invisible ink? 

 If everything seems to be going well, you have 

obviously overlooked something. 

 Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 

 When everything is coming your way, you're in 

the wrong lane. 

Join me again next month for some more "wise words". 

Best wishes 

Jack 

www.jackstephens.co.uk  

 

http://www.jackstephens.co.uk/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


