
 

 

INSPIRE 

 

DERRY HILL AND STUDLEY 

MATTERS 

 

August 

2014 

The Parish Magazine of  

Christ Church Derry Hill 
 

The Marden Vale Team Ministry 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Y2v7SO874kWUXM&tbnid=Z8byMItdtFur8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slate.com%2Farticles%2Fnews_and_politics%2Fassessment%2F2001%2F07%2Faugust.html&ei=DPrQU6PHMYSg0QX4xYCoBg&bvm=bv.71667212,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEOmAeCXuv1yi0fZjbsAVJv-t0UeA&ust=1406290680800136
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Y2v7SO874kWUXM&tbnid=Z8byMItdtFur8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.slate.com%2Farticles%2Fnews_and_politics%2Fassessment%2F2001%2F07%2Faugust.html&ei=DPrQU6PHMYSg0QX4xYCoBg&bvm=bv.71667212,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNEOmAeCXuv1yi0fZjbsAVJv-t0UeA&ust=1406290680800136


 

H ISTORIC BUILDINGS 
Stoke Heath,  Bromsgrove 

Stuart Richie of Derry Hill kindly sent in this amazing picture 

photographed by a friend of his in the midlands museum. 

 

Mary Love remembers this phone box being situated at the bottom of the 

hill by the Lysley Arms (Then called the Swan).  Apparently it had its own 

garden with white stones around it.  It was looked after by the AA man 

called Roland, who was friendly with Mary’s parents.   

Roland rode an AA motorbike and sidecar. 
 



1 

MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Mervyn Wells 01249 811125 

Distribution Coordinator Ian Willox 01249 811653 

Webmaster Dave Massey 01249 817926 
 

Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 
 

Please send advertisement copy 

and related correspondence to: 

Mr Mervyn Wells 

44 Newbury Avenue 

CALNE 

SN11 9UN 

 

Tel: 01249 811125 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

 
Cost 

(Grayscale) 

Approximate size of advert 

(width by height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 12 by 16 

For colour rates please contact the Advertising Coordinator.  

 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 
www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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EDITORIAL 
What a great time we had at the Fete again this year.   

Full marks to the Fete Team who pulled off another great 

community occasion.  I go to four or five fetes a year with 

my Morris team and I can say, hand on heart, ours takes 

a lot of beating.  There is something for everybody and 

just about all the groups in the villages are represented.  

This helps the groups showcase and of course gain a bit of cash too. 

The wheelbarrow parade, on a WW1 theme, was exceptional and I’m glad 

I didn’t have to judge it as there were so many good entries. 

Similarly we had another treat from the Amateur Dramatics group and 

their latest production went down a storm.  More on this next time.  Just 

two brilliant occasions in one month. 

If you haven’t already, please make sure you complete the Calne Without 

Questionnaire, preferably online.  It’s your chance to have your say about 

where you live and to help improve things. (www.myenvolve.com) 

Ed 

CHUCKLE CORNER 
These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or announcements: 

 ‘The Fasting and Prayer conference includes meals’ 

 ‘The sermon this morning: Jesus walks on the water.’ 

‘The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.’ 

 ‘Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.  They need all 

the help they can get.’ 

 ‘If you would like to make a donation, fill out a form, enclose a 

cheque and drip in the collection basket.’ 

 ‘The Spring Council Retreat will be hell on May 10 and 11.’ 

 ‘The congregation is asked to remain seated until the end of the 

recession.’ 

 ‘Please remember in prayer the many that are sick of our church 

and community.’ 

 ‘The church will host an evening of fine dining, superb 

entertainment and gracious hostility.’ 

http://www.myenvolve.com/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/


5 

DERRY H ILL COFE PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS  
Terms 5 and 6 seem to have flown by and we are now nearing the end of 

this academic year. 

Our Year 6 pupils recently returned from an amazing residential to 

Normandy, France where they took part in a range of activities including 

kayaking and raft building.  The children were amazing and brought back 

great memories of some truly fantastic experiences.  

Since returning, our Year 6 pupils have been very busy rehearsing for the 

End of Year Production ‘Shakespeare Rocks’ which is due to be held the last 

week of term.  

Phase 2 of the outside area development is in full swing, with completion 

expected by the end of July.  We are all very excited to see how it will look 

once completed and it is anticipated that we will hold an official launch in 

September.  Watch this space! 

We were recently awarded some funding by the Diocese which will be used 

to refurbish the Victorian part of the school building, which will be carried 

out over the summer holidays to ensure minimum disruption to the 

learning of the school.  The works include replacing the heating boiler to 

help the school be warmer during the winter months and more energy 

efficient.  The final part of this project will be completed in October half-

term when new windows will also be installed.  

Friends of Derry Hill School have been busy as always, raising valuable 

funds for the school. Fundraisers have ranged from Cake Bakes to a Games 

Night, which, despite the changeable weather, was a great success.  Thank 

you to all those who have helped and supported the events. 

We will shortly be saying good bye to our Year 6 children and I would 

personally like to wish them all the very best for life in their new schools.  

Lastly I would like to thank all parents for their continued support and 

hope you all have a lovely summer. 

See you in September!!   

Mrs Staton 

Head Teacher 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
….for Derry Hill, August 1954….. 

It was over three years ago that Mr. R. C. 

Allen came to us as organist, and in that 

time he has done very great work with 

us.  The choir, under his experienced 

tuition, have improved beyond 

recognition and the congregation’s 

singing is now vigorous and inspiring  

The music has added much to the 

devotional atmosphere at our services.  

And now Mr. Allen leaves us with our 

best wishes and most grateful thanks, to 

return to his native London, where he is 

taking up a new and important post.  Our 

thanks, too, to Mrs. Allen for her support in her husband’s work.  At the 

moment there is no one to fill the vacancy.  Whoever comes to us will find a 

good foundation on which to build. 

At its last meeting a motion was passed, putting on record the unanimous 

thanks of the P. C. C. to all those who have had any part in the 

improvements to the church – including those ladies who did such valiant 

work in robing the choir.  When all is done – and we still need voluntary 

help – we hope to express publicly our indebtedness to these people. 

The Vicar’s holiday this year will be spent at home and it is requested that 

only the most urgent and important matters be brought to his attention. 

Services on Sundays: August 15th, 8 a.m., H.C.; 11 a.m.. Mattins; 6:15 p.m., 

Evensong (Rev. J. L. Collins); August 22nd and 29th, same services (Mr. 

Clements).  The Vicar will be taking holiday duty elsewhere. 

An increase in Magazine circulation would increase our limited space and 

give me the opportunity of writing on many subjects. 

L. W. G. Hudson 
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DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
What an afternoon!  The sun shone, the cow was Rowdey but not bucking, 

Mr Brown’s Pig proved to be more of a tortoise with poor self-control and 

the community of Derry Hill and Studley came out in force to enjoy a 

fantastic afternoon’s entertainment. 

It takes a lot of people a lot of time and invention to pull together the fete in 

its entirety.  It’s not just the fete committee but each of the community 

groups too.  I have had many comments praising the quality of the stands 

and the variety of things to buy or play.  The main arena acts were very 

well executed and enjoyed by a very receptive audience.  Above all, the 

Parade of Decorated Wheelbarrows was simply outstanding and our 

thanks go out to all the groups and individuals that submitted barrows, 

each one of them was a work of art and anybody connected with them 

should feel very good about themselves. 

The theme of the fete this year was 1914 and the Great War and a number 

of activities, classes and exhibits had been subtly weaved into the 

afternoon.  The Brownies’ barrow celebrated their centenary; the Guides 

dressed in vintage 1914 uniforms and included Morse code transmission in 

a main arena command task, Rub-a-Dub released homing pigeons 

reflecting their role in carrying important messages during the war; The 

Scouts and Cubs both submitted excellent barrows in the style of a tank 

and bi-plane; there were several classes in the PSP Insurance and Financial 

Solutions Arts & Crafts Show including WW1 in a box and knit a 

balaclava; we brought in exhibitors that showed trench-life and table-top 

war gaming – just some examples of how Derry Hill & Studley reflected on 

this important anniversary. 

We changed the approach to our Entertainment Zone, this year sponsored 

by Michael Antony Estate Agents, and the feedback so far has been 

generally positive.  We delivered a wide variety of inflatables for children 

of all ages.  With so many bouncies we elected to make a single charge for a 

whole afternoon’s play to keep our staffing overheads to a minimum.  We 

hope this worked for you but would welcome feedback as we intend to 

adopt a similar approach next year. 
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The 2014 fete can already be said to have been a success; attendance 

increased as did the numbers of barrows submitted and the entries to the 

Arts & Crafts Show increased by around 10%.  Our sponsors PSP Insurance 

and Financial Solutions and Michael Antony Estate Agents have given 

very strong hints that they will support us again next year.  This is all very 

comforting for your fete committee as we begin to think about the themes 

and attractions for next year. 

If you attended the fete, thanks, we hope you enjoyed yourself.  If you 

didn’t then you should put the 11th of July 2015 in your dairy now! 

Peter Prater 

Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com  

Phone: 07912 466453 

NEWS FROM K INGSTON HOUSE DERRY H ILL 

Here we are doing a huge Mexican wave in celebration of National Care 

Home Open Day.  As you can see we had one or two visitors! 

Please keep in mind we are having a Barn dance in October for all to join in 

with, young and old, families and singles.  Get your Stetsons polished for a 

lively evening.  Tickets will be £10 and there will be a light supper and 

licenced bar.  More details near the time. 

Before then we have our Summer Fete on 17th August in the afternoon.  

Lots of things to do and a raffle, which includes a £100, Bowood Spa ticket! 

Many thanks to all those who have returned the ‘Rag Bag’ recycling bags.   

Please keep them coming, if you want another bag please call in for one 

Lynda. 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL 

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill , 14:50 - 16:00 

Tuesdays:  5 August, 19 August, 2 September. 

Kingston House Derry Hill , 9.40 - 10:25 

Mondays: 11 August, 8 September, 6 October 

NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
July may just have been the busiest month of the school year as well as 

being the last.  We’ve had the sad job of saying goodbye to our older 

children who are starting school in September.  But we didn’t let them leave 

without a special leavers’ ceremony with Reverend Ann and an end of term 

party. 

The Rub-A-Dub annual summer Pre-School trip 

to Roves Farm was a huge success, the children 

(and mums) enjoyed the very bumpy tractor ride, 

scavenging for frogs, feeding the goats, petting 

the rabbits and guinea pigs and wearing 

themselves out on the indoor and outdoor play 

areas.  

Sports day was great fun, the many weeks of practice really paid off.  After 

the children had raced with bean bags on their heads, with an egg and 

spoon, and backwards, parents enjoyed a very civilised afternoon tea with 

freshly baked scones, cream and jam while the children played in the 

garden wearing their ‘winners’ medals. 

Unfortunately the Studley & Derry Hill Fete took place after the submission 

deadline, but hopefully at least one of our pigeons made it home and 

everyone enjoyed having a flutter.  Our older children submitted entries 

into the vegetable people competition, thanks to mums Rachel and Louisa 

for their help, though we’re not sure who had more fun :-) 

In July the children will also have enjoyed judo session with Nick Lowe and 

we will have had our summer family BBQ. 

Liz Christopher 
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PARISH REGISTERS –  ALL AT CHRIST CHURCH 
We welcome into the Christian Family 

6th July 2014 – Jacob Riley Bain 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF SEPTEMBER SERVICES 
7th September  11am Mattins 

                             4pm Praise@4 – Speaker:  Joanna Triffitt 

14th September 11am All Age Holy Communion 

21st September   8am 

                         11am 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Family Service  

28th September 11am HARVEST Celebration for ALL 

5th October         11am Mattins 

                              4pm Praise@4 – To Be Announced 

  

ADVANCE NOTICE FOR OCTOBER  

FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Besides entertaining us on Saturday 18th October at 7pm in Christ Church 

this visiting choir from Uganda will be worshipping with us at the Family 

Service the following morning at 11am in Christ Church.  It will be, 

I pray, a wonderful celebration of our common bond in Christ.  Please do 

come and join us! 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
In June we had a visit from Dusky, who is the prettiest and 

cutest poodle you ever saw.  But Dusky isn’t just a pretty face, 

she is a Hearing Dog for Deaf people and works very hard.  

The talk was by Barbara Linge and she told us all about these 

amazing dogs and how much training they go through - they alert their 

owners to doorbells, telephones, timers, smoke alarms and alarm clocks.   

But what a help they are to their owners and what marvellous relationships 

they have. Certainly, after the dog is due for retirement, the owner usually 

fights tooth and nail to keep them and we could understand why.  

Everyone is getting prepared for the Summer Fete but by the time you read 

this it will all be behind us, shame!  There are no scheduled meetings of the 

Knitting Group or walks for August as many members will be on holiday. 

Instead of our usual meeting in August, we shall be having a guided walk 

around Chippenham, led by Andrew Skelton of Chippenham Museum and 

Outreach Centre.  This will be followed by a meal at The Lansdowne Arms 

in Derry Hill.! 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting, please phone Sally on 01249 

817945 or Tina on 01249 814145, or just pop in, we’d love to see you.  Our 

meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month, at The 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila  

PCC BOTTLE AND BAG STALL. 
A big thank you to all the residents of Derry Hill and Studley for their 

support of the PCC Bottle and Bag stall at the Village Fete.   

Thank you to those who collected, donated and tried their luck on the day.   

Christ Church PCC are very grateful for your continued support.   

Lucinda Prater 
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Quiz Night Thanks again to Paul the landlord of the 

Lansdowne Arms for hosting the quiz on Thurs June 26th  

– we raised £165 which was a good effort by all!  Thanks 

go to all who came and Boots of Chippenham, Halfords 

of Chippenham and Wadworths for some lovely raffle 

prizes. 

Sponsored Walk   As we speak Hazel is marching along the Great Glen 

Way on her way to glory in aid of our funds. If you would like to sponsor 

her please contact Hazel at hazeleastham@aol.com or download the form 

from the Calne Rural Website http://www.calnerural.org. 

Village Fete Sat July 12th  A very successful day was had by all  - fantastic 

wheelbarrows and lots of stalls and activities in wonderful sunshine.   

Thanks to all our helpers Emma, Denise and Sue and to Hazel who did 

some great art work for us even though she was otherwise engaged on the 

day (see above!) 

Third defibrillator at Studley should be coming soon - watch this space! 

Contacts for enquiries: 

Emma Dadd:  01249 817438;   emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk 

Paula Edwards: 01249 816364; bryher3@talktalk.net 

 

This choir from Uganda is coming to Derry Hill from Friday 17 October to 

Sunday 19 October 2014.   

The Choir will be performing in Christ Church on Saturday 18 October.  

There will be no entry fee – just donations at the end of the performance. 

Further information nearer the time, but please put the date in your diary! 

We are in need of sleeping bags for the choir when they come in October 

when they stay at the Scout Camp.  If anyone can lend or donate sleeping 

bags for the 2 nights that would be great. 

Grahame Mulholland  email: pejero@btinternet.com  

mailto:hazeleastham@aol.com
http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
mailto:pejero@btinternet.com
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN AUGUST 

3 August 8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

 11.00am Derry Hill Mattins (BCP) 
 4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 – ‘Loaves & Fishes’ 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 
    

10 August 9.30am Foxham Family Service 

 11am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion 

 11am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW) 
    

17 August 8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

 9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

 11.00am Derry Hill Family Service 

 6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

    

24 August 9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

 11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion 
 6.00pm Foxham Evensong 

    
31 August 11.00am Foxham UNITED Holy Communion* 
 

*PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS NO MORNING SERVICE AT 

DERRY HILL ON 31ST AUGUST.  WE ALL MEET AT FOXHAM  

(St John the Baptist) to unite for Holy Communion as a Team 

Celebration of our common life together. 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
We met on July 2nd for our monthly 

meeting in church.  The meeting opened 

with prayers.  We all admired the new 

tablecloth which has been embroidered with the MU logo by Betty 

Goddard.  This lovely cloth will be used at all future meetings and at any 

special events we may have.   We spent the afternoon discussing plans for 

our stall at the forthcoming village fete, this year we will be having a cake 

and craft stall, and also items for future events. 

At our meeting on the Wednesday 6th August we will be remembering our 

founder, Mary Sumner, our speaker will be the Reverend Ann Massey and 

we will be joined by members from Calne Mothers’ Union.   

If you would like to know more about the Mothers’ Union you would be 

very welcome to come to this meeting.  If the time and days of our meetings 

are not convenient for you and you would like to be involved with 

Mothers’ Union then please do contact me. 

I would love to hear from you: 

Deirdre Lias   01249 822157 

GARDENING STEVE 
Hi to all you budding gardeners, where is the year going?  It’s going to be 

Christmas before you know it!  It’s been very warm recently, with some 

long dry spells, so make sure that you keep all your containers and hanging 

baskets watered daily and any other plants that are wilting or showing 

stress.  As most of Derry Hill is on sandy soil it dries out much faster.  Cut 

back Alchemilla Mollis as soon as it has flowered.  Cut it right back to the 

ground as this will put on new growth and it will stop the plant becoming 

leggy.  Also you can cut back the lavender just before the flowers fade.  Put 

them in a bag.  It makes nice lavender scented bags.  Start to think about 

what bulbs you want to put in.  The catalogues have already started to 

arrive!  The vegetable plot should have been good this year; it’s always nice 

to eat vegetables from your own plot.  It looks like fruit will also be good 

this year; apricots and peaches are just beginning to ripen on the trees.  The 

best way to test to see if a peach is ripe is to feel the top by the stalk, if soft it 

is ripe.  Hope you like this month’s tips.  Keep up the good work in your 

gardens see you next month.  Stephen Starr, Bowood Gardener. 
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Desks available! 
We have ten 

computer desks 

1200x1600x720mm 

available, each 

with a drawer unit 

below. (See photo).  There are 

5 right-hand and 5 left-hand desks.  

The photo shows a right-hand desk.  

A left hand one is a mirror image. 

All I ask in return is a donation to 

Christ Church Derry Hill or a 

donation to the Ding Dong Derry 

Hill Project – Your choice. Buyer 

collects.  Enquiries to: 

Dave Massey 01249 817926 

email: jd.massey@btinternet.com  

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
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DERRY H ILL BOOK CLUB  

'The Last Runaway'  
by Tracy Chevalier  chosen by Catherine 

May 

After being jilted by her fiancé in England, 

Quaker woman Honor Bright decides to 

accompany her sister Grace to America and 

help her adjust to her forthcoming marriage 

and life as a pioneer woman.  But tragedy 

strikes and Honor finds herself alone in a 

strange country, dependent on the kindness 

of strangers as well as coming to terms with 

the customs of 1850's Ohio. 

She marries a local Quaker man and moves 

to his family's farm.  Against their wishes, 

Honor is drawn into the clandestine activities 

of the Underground Railroad, a network 

helping runaway slaves escape to freedom.  Honor befriends two 

exceptional people who embody the sparkling power of defiance.  

Eventually she must decide if she too can act on what she believes in, 

whatever the personal cost. 

During our discussion, we felt that the character of Honor Bright was rather 

dull and judgmental and seemed to make little effort to adjust to her new 

life in America. However, two secondary characters, Mrs. Reed, a free black 

woman and Belle Mills, the milliner, really added a much needed depth to 

the novel.  

The strength of Chevalier's writing was in the wonderful descriptions of the 

landscape, the description of a horse-drawn wagon through an Ohio 

woodland was beautifully written. 

If you are interested in quilting then this is the book for you! 

We have two books for the September meeting: 

'The Girl with all the Gifts ' by M.R.Carey' and  

'Saving Fish from Drowning ' by Amy Tan. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on July 7th. 

The council discussed at length a report 

by Councillor Morley on the latest Hill’s 

application at Lower Compton.  It 

appears that this application is a scaled 

down version of the previous 

application, now withdrawn, and is still 

for a permanent re-cycling facility.  

There would be an estimated extra 49 

lorries a day on top of the existing 173 

lorries a day.   

Councillors were still minded to object to the application as they felt it 

increased the traffic and pollution in Calne and the Calne area.  They 

thought such a facility should be closer to the motorway. 

A report was received that some parts of the Derry Hill War Memorial 

needed re-pointing.  The clerk will look into this. 

Councillors discussed the Calne Without Neighbourhood Plan scoping 

questionnaire, and decided to adjust it, including allowing a longer time for 

it to be returned.  Councillors agreed to deliver the questionnaire to the 

whole of Calne Without during July.  This questionnaire forms part of the 

evidence build up for the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan.  It is 

hoped that most parishioners would complete the questionnaire online to 

aid with the analysis. 

The council meets again on 1st September 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall.  

They do not meet in August. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative. 

A full list of Councillors and minutes of previous meetings are available on 

the web site, http://www.calnewithout.org  

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithout.org/
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THE NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM 
Another busy month in the Rural villages of Calne for the local team, 

however, I am glad to say mostly for the good. 

You may have seen us out and about on the area over the last few weeks 

doing speed checks at a variety of locations.  Stockley Lane has had several 

checks carried out with more checks planned.  On 13th May a total of seven 

drivers were cautioned for exceeding the 30mph limit.  One driver was 

issued a £100 fine and three penalty points attached.  Further checks at 

Stockley Lane gave another three drivers suitable advice.  Sadly, most of 

those stopped were local.  I will continue to try to keep speeds down in our 

rural villages. 

Ratford has seen speed checks as well as Stockley Knapp where three 

warnings were given – two of those were local parishioners. 

We are still hungry for Community Speed Watch volunteers.  It is 

extremely worthwhile and helps to make drivers more aware of the speeds 

that they travel through our villages as well as some drivers receiving 

letters from the Police regarding the manner in which they are driving.  

Please contact me in the first instance and I can talk you through the 

process. Full training is given and you get to use the same type of speed 

gun that we in the Police use. 

Just one report made to us this month regarding crime on the Rural areas.  

At Cherhill between 15th and 18th June – a crop circle has been created by 

unknown persons.   

Nicole and I continue to work within the schools and engage with the 

children as much as possible.  Derry Hill School saw the children wearing 

Hi Viz Police jackets and Police hats  for a lesson this month and they 

kindly completed an interesting and lovely journal of our visit which they 

invited us along to see, which was fantastic. 

Parish boards should now all have our details in them to let you know how 

to contact us if you wish.  You can also follow us on 

www.facebook.com/calnepolice and see what we are up to.  Please 

remember, if you see anything suspicious, no matter how small it appears – 

I will be pleased to know about it.  Police Constable Sonya Stockhill. 

http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
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LOCAL W ILDLIFE - AN INTRODUCTION 
We humans often regard ourselves as unique in Creation and evolution.  

If so, then it follows that like a good gardener and in the image of The 

Oneness we needs must be a protector of all Nature and living things.  

For our sake as well as theirs.  Living here in this lovely corner of North 

Wiltshire we are blessed with many delights to lift our spirits and many 

opportunities to fulfil our learning and enhance our skills and enrich our 

children. 

The old saying goes: “a gift for a gift”.  And if we give and care we will be 

rewarded, especially if we do not seek it.  The joy, companionship and 

learning I find in caring for Nature and observing it on my walks and in my 

garden enriches my life beyond measure.  It brings new ways to embellish 

my home, my garden and my way of living. 

And if you have a problem, or feel low, a little walk around along footpaths 

or potter around in the garden soon soothes and solves all away.  There is 

healing all around. 

I was born and brought up amongst English fields, woods and hills and for 

me it is an endless joy.  For the children of our two villages Nature is not 

only a resource for education and humanising it can be fun.  What bird 

song was that?  What difference between the wing edge and pattern of 

those butterflies?  Why are the frogs croaking?  The variety of bird flight, 

the courtship rituals of all creatures.  It is a comfort and inspiration, an 

endless book and the most wondrous DVD you will ever come across! 

Look up into our skies this time of year and you will see the spectacular 

acrobatics of the swallow and slow graceful gliding of the buzzard and the 

red kite.  And in your garden you’d be surprised how many species of 

creature you could count.  How many different butterflies do you have?  

What has sprung up in your garden from seeds dropped by birds?  (I have 

several tiny saplings and quite a few flowers they have gifted me)  And all 

around us, over in the beauteous Park, along our leafy lanes and footpaths 

many mammals go about their busy lives. 



30 

 

 

 



31 

Join Studley & Derry Hill Wildlife Group:  To help engender our 

enrichment I have launched a Facebook community.  This wildlife group 

will be for us to explore what can be seen in the area within Derry Hill, 

Studley, Stanley, Dumbpost, Bremhill, Ratford, Lower Whiteley, Bowood, 

Sandy Lane, Nocketts Hill and Forest Gate: the furthest points being a 

distance that can be reasonably undertaken for a nice walk.  Here you can 

post your photos, partake of sighting lists, and ask questions.  I hope you 

will join.  It is: Studley & Derry Hill Wildlife on Facebook.  In time I hope 

we can organise events, walks, study projects, etc.  We will also offer 

guidance sheets, and tips on how you can help wildlife and bring more to 

your garden.  I hope you will join in.  It is free.  All ages are welcome! 

In forthcoming items here in the parish magazine I will tell the story of 

various creatures, their mythology, folklore, life cycle, habitat, and how you 

care for and attract them to your garden. 

For example the butterfly is an emblem of the soul and its purification; the 

wren the sign of winter and the robin that of early spring.  The bee is a 

symbol of St. Ambrose and of sweet wise words, the owl that of 

knowledge, the hare of diligent service, the turtle dove of fidelity and 

affection, the rose of completion and perfection, and the fish an early 

Christian symbol.  The frog is associated with creation and resurrection. 

Bees and butterflies love flowers which are blue.  The red kite got its name 

from the Old Norse/Saxon term for “glide”.  Moles store many hundreds of 

worms in their larder.  And like us many species of animal mate for life, 

and are diligent parents. 

In your time in the garden or walk around the locality, just stop every now 

and then and listen and look.  You’d be surprised what you find.  I never 

tire at what there is in my garden.  Take a moment in your life to smell the 

flowers, hear the buzz of the bee, the song of the robin or blackbird, the 

scurrying of little mammals, the rustle of the leaves.  Feel yourself to be a 

part of this vast and beautiful picture. 

Nature is sacred, yet so much is under threat even in our own country from 

much vaunted “progress” and once a species is gone it is gone forever.  All 

wildlife is having a hard time to cling on to existence.  But you and I can 

help.  And we will be rewarded. 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 9pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the powerful halogen lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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To be a good steward and friend of Nature can bring a condition of grace 

yet alone honour and joy. Let us explore and share together the abundance 

around us.  And it’s good exercise and good fun and free! 

Stephen B. Cox      stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com  

FRUITY COUS COUS  

Half pack of dried cous cous, soaked as per 

instructions on packet.  Leave to Cool. 

Big handful of desiccated coconut 

Half pack of chopped dried apricot pieces 

Juice of two oranges 

Good spoonful (I use about two teaspoons) of 

wholegrain mustard 

 

When the cous cous is cooled, separate the grains with a fork.  

Mix in the coconut & apricot. 

Mix the orange juice & wholegrain mustard together to make a dressing.  

You can add salt and pepper at this point if you want. 

Pour the dressing over the cous cous mix and stir. 

If I have an extra orange I often peel and cut into segments and pop it in 

too. 

I tend to make this by eye and mood, that’s why the measurements are 

rather vague…it’s entirely up to you and your tastes as to how much 

apricot and coconut you put in. 

You can also add oil to the dressing but I am desperately trying to diet so 

don’t tend to add it unless necessary! 

This makes enough for about 8.  

Happy cooking! 

The Secret Chef 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dear All 

I am writing this on the small island of Madeira.  The weather is cloudy and 

fine - an interesting mix; the people generous and kind.  There are micro-

climates which mean it can be overcast in one place but just down the road 

it is sunny and hot.   Different climates bring arid land alongside lush, 

green and tropical hillsides.  There is a strip of yellow sanded beach (man-

made) alongside the natural black and rocky beach for the locals as well as 

the visitors to enjoy. 

We have journeyed in the cable car to the top of the mountain.  We looked 

down upon mixed housing, whether large or small it was either well 

maintained or poorly maintained.  All mixed together on the hillside in 

close proximity to one another. 

The poor and the wealthy live alongside one another.  And the crime rate is 

virtually non-existent.  The outboard motors left hooked to the tiny boats 

they propel are testament to the community of trust that prevails between 

people. 

The restaurants are relaxed and friendly - service with a generous smile, 

and excellent food.  Nothing too much trouble and yet quiet, relaxed and 

efficient. 

There is little animal life on the island - it takes time to spot a cow, a goat, a 

cat, a dog!  There are no acres of cereal or plants growing commercially.  

Most food appears to be being grown for personal use; much is imported.  

Much effort is concentrated on the practical creation of road infrastructure 

through and around the mountainous island. 

Work is undertaken quietly and efficiently. 

Yes, modern gadgets exist, phones and tablets included - but they are tools, 

not life-givers. 

I cannot help but wonder how this fine marriage between modern living 

and traditional God given values could be reintroduced into our own 

beloved country, bringing peace, life and refreshment to all!   

With love 

Ann 
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OPEN GARDENS AND FLOWER FESTIVAL 
“A picture is worth a thousand words” in Christ Church.  With this in 

mind, let the following photos by Goff Lias show how wonderful the 

weekend of 27, 28 and 29 June was commemorating the two World Wars.  

Hearty thanks are due to Stephen Starr for organising the event and to 

everyone who helped make it such a success, sponsors, raffle-organiser, 

church exhibitors, barbequers, cream-tea makers, gardeners, photographer, 

teddy-winchers, et al – and all who came - you know who you are.   

Thank you!   

  

  

  



 

 

 

  


