
 

 

INSPIRE 

 

DERRY HILL AND STUDLEY 

MATTERS 

 

February 

2015 

 

The Parish Magazine of  

Christ Church Derry Hill 
 



 

 

 
 



1 

MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Mervyn Wells 01249 811125 

Distribution Coordinator Ian Willox 01249 811653 

Webmaster Dave Massey 01249 817926 
 

Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy 

and related correspondence to: 

Mr Mervyn Wells 

44 Newbury Avenue 

CALNE 

SN11 9UN 

 

Tel: 01249 811125 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 N/A 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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EDITORIAL 
I know I’m always banging on about 

community and all of that, but there are 

times when you just feel so pleased you live 

in this neck of the woods.  One of those 

times was the other Friday night when we 

sat and watched the wonderful pantomime 

which our local players had put on.  Well 

done them and let’s have another one!  Part 

of going to such events is meeting up with 

your neighbours and friends from the area and having a chat.  I recently 

helped conduct two surveys around this area, including Derry Hill and 

Studley to find out people’s views on a variety of aspects of living in this 

area.  I can tell you that the results were quite interesting but for the most 

part predictable.  We like the countryside around us, but we don’t like the 

traffic and the lack of broadband.  One of the three most important things 

of living in the area is considered to be the community spirit.  

So how do we preserve this precious patch we have here, not in aspic so it 

never changes, but improve it and make sure we accommodate change in 

the best way? 

I believe we have to make sure we have the best possible say in any change, 

and that’s what the Neighbourhood Plan is all about.  Do take time to read 

the piece in this month’s magazine and the leaflet, which you should get 

with this edition.  Pop in to the Drop-in session at the Hall or in Calne and 

get to know the team and let’s hear your views. 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00  

Tuesdays: 3 February, 17 February, 3 March, 17 March 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 - 10:25 

Mondays:  23 February, 23 March, 20 April 
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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GARDENING STEVE 
Hi All!   

Here we are, in February already, so now is 

the time to think about getting your 

mowers ready for a service and to sharpen 

all the edging shears before the growing 

season starts in March.  Also have a look 

through all your chemicals and fertilisers to 

make sure you have enough.  Wash out and 

clean your sprayers.  Have a look at all your 

paths; if there are signs of any young weeds give them a spray of weed 

killer.  If you catch them now they will die before the warm weather comes.   

You can now prune late flowering shrubs like Buddleia and hardy 

Fuchsias.  These shrubs flower best on growth made since Spring.  Cut 

them back almost to the ground, leaving 1 or 2 buds or shoots on each stem.  

You may feel that are you are cutting off too much but it’s the right thing to 

do to get the best show of colour.  Now is the time to prune late flowering 

Clematis.  It is better to do this towards the end of the month as hard frosts 

will have gone, I hope!  Cut the growth down to 9-18 inches from the 

ground, cutting each stem back to a healthy bud.  

Start mulching fruit trees now.  As I write this snow is forecast for tonight.  

I will let you know next month if they were right!  See you then.  

Happy gardening.   

Stephen Starr 

Bowood Gardener 

NEWS FROM FRIENDS OF DERRY H ILL SCHOOL 
We are getting very excited as next month we are holding our Barn Dance. 

Be sure to get your tickets early as they are bound to sell out. 

We are holding it at the Lansdowne Hall on Saturday 7th March and the 

hoe down starts at 7.30pm.  From then until 11pm there will be a bar.  

We are aiming to keep the whole function affordable so the ticket price of 

£8.50 will include a ploughman’s supper.  Contact me for further 

information and tickets.  See you there!   

Sonia Calvert  07813 880560 soniajcalvert@gmail.com  

mailto:soniajcalvert@gmail.com
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BOOK REVIEW  
'We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves' 

by Karen Joy Fowler is a heart-breaking, 

thought provoking yet funny story of a 

daughter's journey to understanding her 

childhood, family relationships, and 

appreciate the person she has, in 

consequence, become.  Within the novel the 

complexity of the human condition is 

unravelled and how our perception of 

events impacts upon us.  It covers loss, 

regret, pain and guilt, whilst at the same 

time keeping a sense of humour and 

making us laugh out loud at the irony of it 

all.  The book sheds new light on the nature 

versus nurture debate, looks at the 

psychology of child development and 

language, and highlights moral dilemmas that affect our everyday 

existence.  Well recommended.     Sue Deedigan 

The next book to be reviewed will be ‘The Miniaturist’ by Jessie Burton 

PANCAKE FEAST 

Tuesday 17th February  6.30pm till 8pm 

@ Christ Church Derry Hill  
 

Pancakes 50p each 

Choice of fillings 

savoury or sweet. 

Proceeds to church 

funds. 
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 

First Aid in the Village 
We are still looking for suggestions or 

ideas from you, the community, as to 

what provision you might like for first 

aid training or perhaps other health 

related topics in the village.  New 

year’s resolutions about healthy life 

style/ eating anyone?  Any thoughts 

welcome! Contact details below. 

Theft of Defibrillators at Bristol 
On January 7 we heard the dreadful news that 8 public access defibrillators 

had been stolen in the Bristol area (BBC local news on line and on local TV 

Jan 6).  This appears to be the work of an organised gang rather than 

mindless vandalism. 

It is possible that the criminals will come out of Bristol and we should all be 

aware and be extra vigilant - just in case.  To that end I have alerted 

Community Beat Manager and also the people living nearest to our three 

defibrillators - we don’t want to lose them! 

Everyone can help by just keeping our eyes peeled when near the 3 defibs 

for any suspicious people or vehicles loitering.  Car reg Nos could be taken 

down. 

It is sad that we have to even think in this way – but at least we can be 

forearmed. 

Current Fund Raising   
During January Asda at Melksham   had our fund as one of three charitable 

activities customers could vote for with their green discs.  This is very 

similar to the scheme we benefited from last year at Waitrose.  We should 

hear soon how much we are to be given.  Many large companies have social 

funds which they distribute to local good causes. 

Any further ideas for fund raising will be very welcome. 

Emma Dadd 01249 817438 emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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LENT LUNCHES 

a quick hearty bite Saturday lunchtime 
To mark the time of Lent and to 

have some fun, we are holding 

another series of Lent Lunches.  

Simple fare of soup, bread and 

cheese is provided and all that is 

asked for is a contribution.  What 

happens is a group of church goers 

from Christ Church provide the 

food in turn each Saturday.   The 

contributions from those who 

come are collected and given to a 

charity.  The  charity is chosen at 

the first lunch which is on the 21st February.  Serving starts at 12.30pm and 

carries on until 2.00pm, and you can pop in during this time to have a quick 

lunch.  There is normally a choice of two soups, some crusty bread and 

different cheeses.  Gluten free is catered for.  The dates are Saturdays from 

21st February to 28th March.  All are held in Christ Church, except the one 

on 14th of March will be at the Lansdowne Hall as there is a wedding at 

Church. 

EXPLORING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 
All interested in finding out more about the 

Christian faith are invited to join those that 

will be meeting to explore confirmation as 

their next step in their Christian journey.  We 

will be meeting on 5th February at 7.30pm in 

Christ Church for our first session!  There 

will be no Lent Course this year but I hope 

that there will be some who would like to 

come and offer their own story of faith to the 

mix! 

Please contact Reverend Ann if interested 01249 817926. 
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com 

To Let. 

Please contact the Advertising 

Coordinator 

Mr Mervyn Wells –  

01249 811125 

email: 

inspirederry@gmail.com 

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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MARVELLOUS MR MOLE  
‘Wind in the Willows’ is well 

represented in our neighbourhood 

by at least one of the heroes of that 

wonderful book:  Mr. Mole!   

It’s probably the soil that makes it 

so conducive to their colonisation 

and breeding.  I am always 

fascinated to see new heaps turn 

up during my regular walks in the 

area-and popping up in my 

garden! 

When I first moved here and told my former neighbour he rang 

immediately and said, “Please be kind”.  Of course!  Unless you have a 

Wimbledon style grass court, or a bowling green why would you get 

neurotic over some mole hills?  Alan Titchmarsh proclaims that huge 

manicured lawns are deserts.  Nothing much for wildlife or to delight our 

senses.  I do like a bit of grass- but just as a foil or break against which all 

the other shapes and ‘rooms’ of the garden can work.  So please don’t flood 

them, or gas them or trap them.  Just let them be.  Just remove the heaps.  

Calm down!  It won’t notice. 

Moles are so industrious: they can tunnel over 20 metres of tunnels in a 

day!  But why all those tunnels?  They are in fact worm traps - the mole is 

very sensitive and as soon as a worm falls through the mole knows exactly 

where to retrieve it.  A mole needs to eat the equivalent of its own body 

weight every day so stores hundreds of worms in its larder!  And they can 

survive on the barest minimum of oxygen of any mammal.  Moles are not 

blind, as most people believe.  They do have eyes and internal ears but 

these are very small to prevent them being clogged up and damaged 

during tunnelling.  Although they can see, the mole’s eyesight is poor, with 

no ability to detect colours, just light from dark and movement.  However, 

the mole has a special weapon to help it find other animals underground - 

an area of bare pink skin on the snout covered in tiny pimples that detect 

movement and the scents of prey and other moles.   
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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Researchers have found that their digging motion is akin to that of 

swimming. They have strong paws. 

The average lifespan of a mole is about 4 years but some species of mole 

have been known to live until they are 6 or 7 years old.  Moles breed 

between March and May.  The gestation period is 30 days and 1-2 litters are 

born a year.  Each litter has 3-6 young which are suckled for 4-5 weeks and 

become independent of their parents at about 2 months.  Outside the 

mating season, moles lead solitary lives, each one in its own system of 

tunnels. 

My cat was once totally transfixed by seeing a heap appear!  But then so 

was I!  Sad to think that they were once hunted and farmed for their 

fur/skins to adorn silly selfish humans.  We seem to have evolved 

fractionally since.  So just be calm- accept the moles in your garden as a 

blessing.  All creatures are.  Be kind.  If you don’t then Mr. Ratty and Mr. 

Badger will be very displeased with you! 

Stephen B. Cox  (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

KINGSTON HOUSE DERRY H ILL 
One of our care workers, Sue Carr is going to shave her head for charity!  

Not content with doing a brilliant job as a carer, she has decided that 

Kingston House’s Comfort Fund needs boosting.  Sue is hoping to raise 

£1,000.  On February 27th at 6.30pm her head is going to be shaved!  To 

celebrate the occasion a Dance will follow!  

Please help support this effort by popping in and signing the sponsorship 

form on reception. 

If you are into dancing you are also welcome to join residents for their TEA 

DANCE the day before (Thursday 26th) at 2pm.  

Don’t forget, if you have any old clothes Rag Bag is a good and charitable 

way of recycling them.  Just give us a bell on 01249 815555 and we’ll drop 

one in to you, or pop in and see us.  Thanks to all those who have 

contributed so far.  

Lynda 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN FEBRUARY 

1st February 2015   

8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Derry Hill HOLY COMMUNION (CW)* 

4.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 – Candlemas 

8th February 2015  

9.30am Foxham Family Service 

11.00am Derry Hill Non-Eucharistic Service to Celebrate 

‘Love’ in all its forms 

11:00am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW) 

6:00pm Bowood Evensong 

15th February 2015 

8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Derry Hill Family Service with Baptism 

4.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

18th February 2015 – Ash Wednesday 

7:30pm Derry Hill Reflection and Holy Communion 

22nd February 2015 

9:30am Bremhill Family Service 

11:00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (CW) 

6:00pm Foxham Evensong 

*Change due to unavailability of the Mattins Organist. 

Note:  Evensong will be held on 8th February at Bowood Chapel at 6pm 

by kind invitation of Lord and Lady Lansdowne. 

The Reverend Bob Kenway will officiate. 

All are Welcome 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the 

Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 5th 

January 2015. 

PCSO Willox gave the Parish Council 

an overview of recent crime activity 

in the area. It seems that criminals are 

targeting machinery left in vans and 

sheds in rural locations.  At a 

previous meeting the council had 

agreed to engage a stonemason to 

restore the War Memorial in Derry Hill.  It was further agreed at the 

meeting this time that the fencing, gate and posts should be redecorated.  

The reason the council was meeting unusually in January (The council 

doesn’t normally meet in January) was to have more time to discuss the 

precept for the new financial year.  The precept is the money that Wiltshire 

Council collects for our Parish Council as part of our Council Tax.  

Currently the precept for the whole of Calne Without Parish is £6,000, one 

of the lowest in the County and equates to about 10p a week for the average 

(Band D) property.  The council resolved to increase the precept to £8,000 to 

take account of the likely cost of creating the Neighbourhood Plan. 

There was further discussion on the amount and type of information on the 

Parish web site. (www.calnewithpc.org) 

The council will meet again on 2nd February 2015 7.30pm at the 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill.  Members of the public are welcome to come 

along.  Further information about how you may bring an issue to the 

council is now on the website. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,  

Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithpc.org/
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
For Derry Hill, January 1955….. 

We are most grateful to all who 

gave most generously towards the 

Sunday School Party and the 

prizes.  It was a most happy event.  

Will those members of the church 

who are interested in the formation 

of a Young Wives’ Group, to meet 

in the evenings, please get in touch 

with Mrs Hudson immediately. 

Lent begins within Ash 

Wednesday, February 23rd.  The 

service will be at 7.30 p.m.  A warm 

(literally) reception is assured to 

all.  The subject of the address will 

fit in with Missionary Year within 

the diocese, as proclaimed by our 

Bishop, viz.—“Great Missionaries of our Church.”  It is hoped to be able to 

illustrate these with film strips.  What a help it would be if some generous 

and imaginative member of our congregation would present us with a film 

projector of our own!    The Children’s Services held in school on Friday 

afternoons last year were such a success that we are going to repeat the 

programme this Lent.  Will parents please note that there is a collection to 

help defray the cost of the very popular stamps illustrating the story.  It is 

rumoured that the Vicar and Mrs. Hudson are inviting the members of the 

choir to a pancake supper at the Vicarage on Shrove Tuesday!  On 

Wednesday, March 2nd, the Bishop of Sherborne will confirm those of our 

young people who have been preparing themselves for this apostolic rite.   

Miss R. M. M. Binns has kindly offered to become secretary of our Bible 

Reading Fellowship Branch.  She will be happy to advise any who wish to 

join.  Bryan Rex was able, after all, to attend Addington Palace for the 

choirboys’ course.  Get him to tell you about the thrilling time he had.  We 

must send other boys. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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JACK’S PUZZLE CORNER 
Welcome to the fun page.  This month, it is time for you to  exercise your 

brains, and so, sorry, there are no jokes or riddles, wise words or puns.  It is 

brain teasing time! 

 A ferryman has a problem.  He has to take a goat, a wolf and a 

cabbage to the other side of the river.  His boat is only big enough 

to carry two of them at a time.  How can he get them safely to the 

other side without any of them being eaten? 

Too easy?  Try this one! 

 When the ringmaster died, he left all seventeen elephants to the 

clowns.  Bobo got half the elephants, Lobo got a third of them, 

while Oboe was left with a ninth.  Even they knew 17 cannot be 

divided by two, three or nine, and none of them wished to hurt 

their four-legged friends, so they asked the lion tamer for 

assistance.  ‘Borrow one of the lions, pretend it’s an elephant, and 

your problem will be solved’.  This they did; Bobo taking nine 

elephants, Lobo six, and Oboe two, with the lion tamer escorting 

the ‘temporary elephant’ safely back to its cage.  So everyone was 

happy, and the ringmaster’s dying wish had been fulfilled.  Or had 

it? 

I hope you solved these two puzzles.  Here are the solutions for you. 

 He should take the goat alone on the first crossing, as there is no 

danger of the wolf eating the cabbage.  He then returns empty, and 

takes the wolf across, but brings the goat back.  He then takes the 

cabbage across, returns empty and on the final crossing, takes the 

goat across for the second time.  All three are now on the other side 

intact. 

 The clowns could not possibly comply with the ringmaster’s 

wishes because the fractions one-half, one-third and one-ninth do 

not total one 

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a very magical 2015. Do join 

me each month throughout the year for a bit of fun. 

Jack  www.jackstephens.co.uk  

http://www.jackstephens.co.uk/
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M IRACLE BARS 
100g Butter, melted 

125g digestives, crumbled  

175g chocolate chips 

75g desiccated coconut 

125g Chopped nuts 

400g  Condensed milk (I use a whole tin) 

180°c GM4.  Foil and grease an 8 inch tin (or there about, can be round or 

square, use whatever you have) 

I can’t emphasize enough… cover the inside of the tin with foil and make 

sure there are no tears.  Do two layers if necessary.  Then line with grease 

proof paper and butter well. 

Pour in the melted butter then sprinkle the crumbled biscuits over the 

bottom of the tin in an even layer.  On top of that add the chocolate, 

coconut and nuts in a layer at a time, in that order.  Make sure it’s got an 

even layer then pour over the condensed milk. 

Put on a baking tray and cook for 30 minutes.  Leave to cool in tin.  When 

cool, tip upside down and peel off the foil and greaseproof paper.  Then put 

it back up the right way and cut into squares or whatever shape you fancy. 

The first time I made this I didn’t believe it could come out as anything 

decent to eat, but I was surprised how yummy it was…that is after you’ve 

got it out of the tin! 

I know it’s not exactly a low calorie recipe but it’s very rich so you’d only 

manage a little bit, I promise!!!    Happy Baking. 

The Secret Chef 

MOVIOLA  FILMS...CALNE  TOWN HALL 
 On Weds 25th Feb there will be showing 'My Old Lady' (12a) starring 

Kevin Kline, Kristin Scott-Thomas and Maggie Smith. 

A middle aged American inherits a flat in Paris only to find it occupied by 

an uncooperative 90 year old woman and that - into the bargain, he has to 

pay her a fee while she lives in his flat. 

Doors open 7.00pm, film starts at 7.30 pm, refreshments available. Tickets 

£6.00 from the information office or on the door. 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
January 7th 2015 was the 

AGM of the Derry Hill 

Mother’s Union.  Members 

met in Church to elect the 

officers.  Deirdre will continue as leading member with Robyn Summers as 

Treasurer and Nan Bird as Secretary.  Members were thanked for their 

support throughout 2014 and the events of the past year were reviewed. 

The programme for 2015 was discussed and many varied subjects are to be 

covered.  Another ‘Big Lunch’ is planned for June when villagers will be 

invited to find out about the many activities the MU has to offer; especially 

the holiday scheme to which our branch contributes funds.  The next 

important event is Marriage Week, which begins with a special service in 

Christ Church on February 8th when there will be a display of wedding 

memorabilia from members including photos and a wedding dress. The 

church will be decorated and refreshments will be served after the service. 

We are hoping that anyone considering getting married or wondering what 

the church can do to help them celebrate a special event will come along to 

discuss their needs during the refreshments with the vicar, the choir and 

others who will be on hand to answer your questions.  Love is what holds 

us together – friends, family, couples and so on – so let’s thank God for the 

gift. 

The next meeting will be on February 4th in Christ Church at 2.30pm. 

New members and visitors are always welcome.  

For information call Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

PARISH REGISTERS –  ALL AT CHRIST CHURCH 
We remember: 

8 January 2015 – Lucy James 

May she rest in God’s peace 

NEWS FLASH –  D ING DONG DERRY HILL! 
The equivalent of the Planning Department in the Church has agreed the 

plans to install 8 bells in the tower at Christ Church Derry Hill. 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Christmas seems so long ago now as we look 

forward towards Spring and Summer once more 

when new life begins to shoot and then matures 

through the summer months.  During the winter 

there has been rest and energy generated for the 

new season.  But the season has been marred by 

the deaths in Pakistan and elsewhere, and now 

this week in France because of hatred based on 

religious difference and intolerance.   

Part of a new beginning is of course the Lenten season which is followed by 

the Easter celebrations of the hope and promise of new life.  Lent is a time 

of personal and corporate repentance, during which we try and work 

together to make a difference in God’s world for good.  To renew hope in 

the world for the future. 

This is because Christians are a people of faith, hope and love and to these 

three we must hold fast in the months and years ahead and ask for God’s 

will to be done through his people to bring peace, tolerance and respect for 

difference among faiths. 

We begin Lent on the 18th February with Ash Wednesday.  This Lent 

I hope you will join me in praying for the Spirit of God to bring peace and 

unity to the peoples of the world;  to pray for God’s will to be done through 

all who confess faith in him.  It is God’s will that there should be peace and 

unity between nations, and across all creation. 

Wherever we are, if we pray, then God will hear our prayers in unison and 

will answer them.  God always hears our prayers.  We may not know when 

or how they are answered but he will answer them.  We should trust him to 

do so.  Prayer is transformative. 

Please pray for an end to religious oppression and for patience to listen to 

each other and find a way forward together in the love of God. 

Persist in prayer as the widow did in the account from Luke Chapter 

18 verses 1-8! 

With love.   

Ann 
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF MARCH SERVICES 

in Christ Church Derry Hill  
1 March 2015 

11:00am Mattins 

4:00pm Praise@4 Service 

8 March 2015 

11:00am Holy Communion for All Ages (CW) 

15 March 2015 

8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00 MOTHERING SUNDAY - FAMILY SERVICE  

22 March 2015 

11:00 Holy Communion (CW) 

29 March 2015 

11:00 PALM SUNDAY:  The Passion in 4 Parts 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Well it’s all behind us now – let’s hope not too 

literally! If we have over-indulged then it’s diets 

and exercise for everyone. 

In December, we all enjoyed a very well cooked, 

very well presented and tasty Christmas Dinner at 

The Lansdowne and, of course, the company was 

excellent.  It was such a shame that Janet Stock, who organised everything 

so well, was unable to join us due to Bill’s illness – we all hope that his 

recovery is well under way.  And our thanks to Paul, Ginnie and their staff 

at The Lansdowne for looking after us. 

This was followed, a few days later, by the Cocktail Party at Mike and 

Sally’s, which was well attended and went on into the early hours!  Again, 

our thanks to Mike and Sally for their hospitality. 

Our meeting on the 25th February will be a talk on Blue & White China 

and The Willow Pattern by Alan Truscott and the competition will be for 

an item of Blue & White China or a Willow Pattern item.  As there was not 

an official meeting in December, nothing else has yet been planned for 

February but I’m sure we’ll think of something. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or Tina on 814145, or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are 

held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, 

Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila 

CHRISTIAN A ID 
This year, 2015, Reverend Ann is planning to join the Christian Aid Abseil 

from St Mary’s Tower in Devizes on Sunday 10 May in the afternoon.  

However, she will need somebody to head up the sponsorship campaign.  

This will be a one-off instead of a door to door Christian Aid collection.  

Any Volunteers please?!  Please call Ann 01249 817926. 



32 

 

 



 

KNIGHT FEVER –  DERRY H ILL THEATRE GROUP 
The cast and crew of 

Knight Fever would 

like to thank all of the 

good folk who came 

out in their droves to 

support our panto over 

the weekend of 9th to 

11th January; all three 

performances were full 

and the fantastic 

audiences provided 

plenty of energy and 

feedback.  For those that made it to one of the shows, we had a blast 

entertaining you and we really hope you enjoyed it!  We would appreciate 

any feedback that you may have via our Derry Hill Theatre Facebook page, 

web site www.derryhilltheatre.co.uk or email derryhilltheatre@gmail.com.  

Photos of this and all the previous performances are now up on the web 

site so please take a look! 

We will be back in the near future with our next production, but for now it 

is time for a well-earned rest; please like and follow us on FB and we will 

keep you informed. 

We are a friendly, local group which is still in its infancy.  If you would like 

to help or join us please get in touch; there are plenty of opportunities to get 

involved: on stage acting; back stage with props, scenery, lighting and 

sound; or helping with the management and administration.  You would be 

most welcome whether it is just for one production or throughout the year.  

Equally, if you have any props, costumes, equipment or experience you 

could lend or donate we would love to hear from you. 

Lastly, Derry Hill Theatre Group exists to support the local community 

and, in turn, to promote and support local amenities.  As such, we would 

like to thank the Lansdowne Hall management committee and hall users 

who have gone out of their way to facilitate our work, particularly around 

the times of our performances. 

(Photograph courtesy of The Little Photo Company). 

http://www.derryhilltheatre.co.uk/
mailto:derryhilltheatre@gmail.com


 

 

  


