
 

 

INSPIRE 

 

DERRY HILL AND 

STUDLEY 

MATTERS 

February  

2016 
 

The Parish Magazine of  

Christ Church Derry Hill 
 



 

  
 



1 

MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Keith Treslove 01249 819077 

Distribution Coordinators 
Belinda Tanner 

Kevin Rowland 

01249 449088 

01249 320905 

Webmaster/Compositor Dave Massey 01249 817926 

 
Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy and 

related correspondence to: 

Mr Keith Treslove 

10 Bowood Close 

Derry Hill 

Calne 

SN11 9QZ 

Tel: 01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual writers and 

are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  All articles 

submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for inclusion of 

material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 £90 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

Printing by : 
01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk 
 

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 

Rooms and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
Christmas and the New Year Celebrations seem a long way away now and 

our thoughts turn to Spring, which as 

I write this in mid-January, seems to have 

partially sprung already.  Global warming 

and changing jet streams are a worry, but 

at least the days are getting longer and 

folk don’t have to struggle home in the 

dark so much.  Counting our blessings 

is an inherent characteristic of the English 

I feel.  A friend of mind, who had been 

dealt a rotten start in life with polio, had 

over his bed: “Life isn’t necessarily 

a bowl of cherries, but stick a geranium in your hat and get on with it!”  

So for me the ideal way to start and finish the day is to thank God we live 

in such a wonderful place full of wonderful people.  Let’s hope we can 

continue to enjoy our lives here and cherish what we have.  

Ed 

CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish). 

The Council, as is normal in January, did not meet. The next meeting will 

be 1st February 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall.  

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is now 

on the website www.calnewithoutpc.org as are the official minutes once 

passed and other information. 

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays: 9 February, 8 March 2016 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays: 22 February, 21 March 2016 

 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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THE FLOWER CAROL 
You may at first think it odd that I speak of Spring in February!  But on the 

basis of the solar year, the ancient festival of Imbolc (approx. 2nd February) 

stands twixt the mid-Winter Solstice and the mid-Spring Equinox in terms 

of length of day, thus giving us the seasons in that regard.  Festive songs 

were sung of old to welcome the Spring, the strengthening sun and the 

fecundity of Nature and all living things.  The Flower Carol conveys all the 

wonder of Nature and new life, and what we have to look forward to as 

things re-emerge after the winter rest. 

The tune is “Tempus adest floridum” (later used for Good King 

Wenceslas).  The words are of a 13th century Latin poem appearing in the 

Swedish Piae Cantiones, 1582 - was compiled and edited by Jaakko 

Suomalainen, a Protestant, and published in Finland by Theodoric Petri, a 

Catholic.  This type of inter-denominational co-operation was rare in those 

days of violent sectarian religious war, which claimed millions of lives across 

Europe. 

Spring has now unwrapped the flowers, day is fast reviving, 

Life in all her growing powers towards the light is striving: 

Gone the iron touch of cold, winter time and frost time. 

Seedlings, working through the mould, now make up for lost time. 

Herb and plant that, winter long, slumbered at their leisure, 

Now bestirring, green and strong, find in growth their pleasure; 

All the world with beauty fills, gold the green enhancing, 

Flowers make glee among the hills, set the meadows dancing. 

Through each wonder of fair days God Himself expresses; 

Beauty follows all His ways, as the world He blesses: 

So, as He renews the earth, Artist without rival, 

In His grace of glad new birth, we must seek revival. 

Earth puts on her dress of glee; flowers and grasses hide her; 

We go forth in charity—brothers all beside her; 

For, as man this glory sees in th’awakening season, 

Reason learns the heart’s decrees; hearts are led by reason. 

Praise the Maker, all ye Saints; He with glory girt you, 

He Who skies and meadows paints fashioned all your virtue;  

Praise Him, seers, heroes, kings, heralds of perfection; 

Brothers, praise Him, for He brings all to resurrection! 
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The days are lengthening now so let us look forward to how we may cherish 

and support and commune with Nature and all creatures in our two villages, 

and thereby enrich our own lives. 

©Stephen B. Cox  (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

STUDLEY VILLAGE  

POPPY COLLECTION 2015 
I would like to thank all those who gave 

so generously to the poppy collection in 

November.  A total of £237.21 was 

collected.  

Mary Emmerson 
Studley Poppy Collector 

INSPIRING CLEANERS 
Have you got a spare few hours now and again to help keep 

our lovely church in Derry Hill spick and span?  There is a 

Cleaning Rota and we could do with a few more people to 

help.  If you feel you can lend a hand, please contact 

Deirdre Lias 01249 822157 for further details. 

NEW START COFFEE MORNING 
MU members welcomed several mothers accompanied by babies and 

toddlers to church on Friday the 8th for our third New Start coffee morning.  

They were served coffee and Danish pastries.  

The next new start coffee morning will be on Friday 26th February (the 

first Friday in Term 4). 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
4th March 2016 
Do come and join us in Christ Church at 7.30pm for a time of worship and 

music.  The service has been written by the Christian women of Cuba and 

the theme is "Receive Children, Receive Me".   We are looking to involve 

children as readers and hope that as many as possible will enter into the 

spirit by dressing up in Cuban based costume.   Cuban coffee or lemonade 

will be served as you come in, and a good time is sure to follow!  

For more details, contact Averil Davis on 01249 814411. 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking to 

recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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TOWN HALL MOVIOLA 
Our February film is SUNSET SONG (12a) 

adapted from the classic book written by Lewis 

Grassic Gibbon and starring newcomer model 

turned actress Agyness Deyn.  She grows up 

with her brother in Scotland inside a tough 

family environment where her father is a 

domestic tyrant.  She has dreams of being a 

teacher but her mother dies, her father has a 

stroke and her brother goes away leaving her to 

look after her father and manage the farm, which 

she eventually inherits. 

The film portrays her life through courtship, marriage and motherhood until 

the world turns upside down with the outbreak of war in 1914. 

Showing in the Town Hall on 17th February at 7.30.pm.  Doors open 

at 7.00.  Refreshments available.  Tickets £6.00 from the Information 

Centre Bank House, Calne or on the door. 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
For one whole year now we have had 

4 dedicated volunteers at Studley who 

each month check the defibrillator at 

the Methodist Chapel to make sure all 

systems are go.  They then report this 

to the Ambulance Service so they 

know they can call on that defibrillator 

if needed.  Thank you to the four of 

you - much appreciated by the 

community! 

We are continuing to raise funds to 

keep our three defibrillators up and running.  While we hope no one needs 

them it is nice to know they are there for us, the same as fire extinguishers! 

We need more ideas for raising money and new members for our group if 

anyone would like to join us.  Please get touch on either count. 

Visit and ‘like’ us on Facebook at Derry Hill and Studley Heartbeat 

Emma Dadd  01249  817438 emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364  bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net


10 

 

 

The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
How the time does fly!  So much preparation for the Christmas and New 

Year Festivities and suddenly it’s all over and we’re starting a brand New 

Year.  How are the New Year resolutions going, girls? 

We didn’t have a Meeting in December, as we’re much too busy wining, 

dining and socialising!  Our Christmas Dinner was at The Gladstone Arms, 

in Chippenham on the 2nd December, and we were very well looked after 

by the staff there.  We had an excellent meal and nearly all our members 

were able to attend - a good time was had by all.  

Tina and Julian very kindly hosted the Christmas Drinks Party, on the 

23rd December, with members bringing delicious nibbles.  We were joined 

by husbands and partners (well, we have to take them out sometimes!) and, 

yet again, a great time was had by all.  Many thanks to Tina and Julian for 

entertaining us. 

Dates for Diaries: 
Instead of a meeting we will have our Members’ Meal on Wednesday 

24th February.  As before, there will be a sub-committee to organise 

everything and members will each be allocated a task.  Everyone is looking 

forward to it. 

We have registered for the ‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign in March and 

expect to be tidying up the village!  Look out Derry Hill!! 

The summer outing to Wilton House will be on Thursday 16th June, so 

please put the date in your diary. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or Tina, on 814145 or just pop in - we’d love to see you.  Our meetings 

are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne 

Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm.  Sheila 

A NEW TOUCAN CROSSING 
Wiltshire Council are introducing a temporary 30mph Speed 

Limit on the A3102 Beversbrook Road Calne.  (This is the By-

pass road round Calne to Oxford Road and Hilmarton).  The 

road order comes into operation on 1st February and will take 

approximately 5 days.  This is the earliest it can happen, but it 

might occur sometime later.  This is to construct a Toucan 

Crossing across the road to the Beversbrook Sports centre.   

This type of crossing is for pedestrians and cyclists. 
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mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar 
Reverend Ann Massey 

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
01249 817926  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or 

would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact Reverend 

Ann Massey as above.  

CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

Sun 7 February 
11am Holy Communion (CW) 

4pm 
Explore@4 Together –  

   God With Us? 

Wed 10 February 7.30pm Ash Wednesday Service 

Sat 13th February 
12.30pm 

1.30pm-

4.30pm 

Lent Lunch 

Wedding Fayre – Find out about 

Church Weddings and More! 

Sun 14 February 11am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

Sun 21 February 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Family Service 

Fri 26 February 7pm ‘French’ Supper Evening 

Sun 28 February 11am Holy Communion (CW) 

Fri 4 March 7.30pm World Day of Prayer Service 

Sun 6 March 11am Holy Communion (CW) 

Christ Church has:  

Loop system, Kitchen, Toilet Facilities and Children’s Area. 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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ADVANCE NOTICE - MAR 2016 SERVICES 

4 March 2016- World Day of Prayer 
7.30pm World Day of Prayer Service from Cuba 

6 March 2016 – Mothering Sunday 
11:00am All Age Mothering Sunday Service 

4:00pm Explore@4 Together – Sacrifice 

13 March 2016 
11:00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

20 March 2016 – Palm Sunday 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00 Family Service with Francis the Donkey! 

21 March 2016 – Holy Monday 
7.30pm Reflection and Compline (Night Prayer) 

22 March 2016 – Holy Tuesday 
7.30pm Reflection and Compline (Night Prayer) 

23 March 2016 – Holy Wednesday 
7.00pm Passover – The Seder Meal 

24 March 2016 – Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm Holy Communion with Washing of Feet 

25 March 2016 – Good Friday 
2pm Reflections at the Cross (No Hymns) 

26 March 2016 – Holy Saturday 
7pm Meditation and Compline (Night Prayer) 

27 March 2016 – Easter Day 

11:00am 
Easter All Age Holy Communion (CW)  

    with Easter Egg Hunt 

FRENCH SUPPER EVENING 
This month’s supper evening at Christ Church Derry Hill is on 

Friday 26th February at 7pm. 

It’s a French theme!   

Tickets are £7.50 and can be obtained from 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com  or 01249 821325. 

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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GARDENING STEVE 
At last we might have some seasonal 

weather with the prospect of some cold 

weather coming.   February is the time to 

prune late flowering clematis.  This is best 

done towards the end of the month.  In 

sheltered parts they may be producing 

shoots.  They can be rather brittle so be 

careful when pruning and pulling away the 

old growth.  Cut the growth down to 

9-18 inches from the ground cutting each 

stem to just above a healthy bud.  After 

pruning feed with an organic fertiliser and 

then mulch with horse manure.   Clematis 

like their heads in full sun but their roots 

shaded and cool.  On a cold day prune 

indoor grapevines and then scrape the 

bark with a sharp knife.  Be careful not to go too deep after you have done 

this.  Wash with a winter wash and then mulch the base.  Now is the time 

to prune fig trees, ones that are trained to grow on the wall.  Tie in as much 

of the new growth, removing any old and overcrowded stems.  Remove the 

old fruits but leave on fruits that are the size of a pea, this is this year’s 

harvest.  Put your lawn mowers in for a service, now, ready to start mowing 

next month. 

See you all next month when jobs in the garden will be getting busy. 

Happy gardening.  Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener. 

WEDDING FAYRE 
From 1.30pm until 4.30pm on 13th February 2016 there will be a 

Wedding Fayre in Christ Church.  All are invited to come along and 

find out more about weddings in church by asking those questions that will 

help to make that important decision about a religious or non-religious 

service.  Meet members of the choir and the organist as well as the vicar 

and churchwardens and members of the Flower Guild!  There will be leaflets 

and representatives from non-church based organisations that have a 

contribution to offer to the wedding day too!  We look forward to 

welcoming you! 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 

 

 



19 

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM REPORT  
I have a few crimes to report to you this month 

that have taken place in our Rural Communities. 

Drugs 
A vehicle was located in the area of Stanley, 

where the occupants were believed to have 

been smoking cannabis.  Officers searched the 

males and vehicle.  A small amount of Cannabis 

was located.  Two Cannabis street warnings 

were issued to the males for the offence of 

being found in possession of a controlled 

substance. 

Vehicle Crime 
Unseen persons have broken the rear offside window of a parked, 

unoccupied, non-secure vehicle in Foxham.  Vehicle was not entered and no 

items were taken. 

Offender/s have entered two unlocked cars on separate occasions in 

Stockley.  Suspects have taken approx. £30 in cash from one car, but nothing 

was taken from the other car. 

Hare coursing –   Six arrested and charged  
A number of calls from local farmers in the Devizes, Avebury, Yatesbury and 

Winterbourne areas were received by Police on 23rd December 2015.  

With the assistance of local land owners Police were able to locate and 

pursue two suspects with Lurcher type dogs on foot through fields near the 

Winterbournes.  A vehicle that had been seen a short time earlier involved 

in Hare Coursing Offences and believed to be linked to the people on foot 

was located being driven in the area and was stopped.  This vehicle contained 

6 males who were arrested on suspicion of daytime Trespass in 

Search/Pursuit of Game (Hare Coursing Offences). 

All six suspects have been charged with this offence.  The driver of the 

vehicle has also been charged with driving offences and the vehicle has been 

seized.  All of the suspects are due to appear in court at a later date and 

have been given conditions not to return to Wiltshire whilst awaiting their 

Court appearance.    
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On 12/01/16 three males were 

arrested in the Pewsey Vale area for 

daytime poaching offences after Police 

were assisted by Gamekeepers and 

farmers to locate the offenders. 

Non-Dwelling burglary 
An unknown suspect has gained entry through a window of an office at a 

Waste Recycling Centre in Lower Compton, Calne.  Once inside they have 

broken a key safe and have stolen a separate metal safe. 

Theft 
An offender has removed the hydraulic steering and instrument panel from 

a moored fishing boat in Stockley Lane. 

Someone removed a set of ornamental cast iron gates which were stored 

on a drive waiting to be fitted in Breacon Hill, Hillmarton. 

Community Engagement  
In addition to the Wiltshire Police website, Calne NPT also regularly update 

a Facebook Page at www.facebook.com/CalnePolice.  This has been effective 

in putting out local crime warnings (in addition to usual methods such as 

Neighbourhood Watch), appeals for witnesses or information and for 

putting out good-news stories.   We also use the site to tell the community 

about upcoming consultations.   So far over 3,672 people have joined the 

page to receive updates posted by the NPT. 

If you wish to contact us for anything at all,  please contact either the FB page 

or NPT page at Wiltshire Police or email me direct on 

sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk.  I am always happy to help. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill 

LENT LUNCHES 
The first Lent Lunch is on the 13th February in Christ Church at 

12.30pm.  This is a simple meal of soup, bread and water together.  These 

gatherings will be weekly at the same time in Christ Church – look out for 

the notices!  At the first meeting the charity to be supported through 

donations given in thanks for the meal will be decided upon.   All are invited 

to come along!  Please let Stephen know on 01249 821325 if you will be 

coming so that we can cater according to the need! 

http://www.facebook.com/CalnePolice
mailto:sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the 

cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
I expect you have seen the banner is still outside school and might 

occasionally wonder where this plan has got to.  The Neighbourhood Plan 

committee has been working hard on your behalf, meeting every two weeks, 

analysing the data we have collected from numerous surveys and developing 

draft policies. 

At the moment it appears we don’t need to accept any more development 

in Calne or Calne Without apart from those plots already given permission.  

However, the goalposts are always changing.  You will have noticed in the 

news that the government is worried about the housing supply not meeting 

demand.  Inevitably that means local authorities will be asked to supply more 

building land and this may well impact on our area.  For this reason, in the 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group we have accepted that sooner or later 

that more development may happen.  We have to be ready for this so it 

happens where our community wants it to happen and not where the 

developers applying want it. 

We have been actively looking at where in the plan area (Calne town and 

Calne Without Parish) additional development could go.  We have been out 

with consultants looking at the land that various landowners have said they 

might like to develop in the future.  We are building up a matrix with each 

piece of land and its attributes.  Eventually we will rank them, so that we will 

have a list in order of preference, should the need arise for more 

development.  We have also wondered if there are possibilities for 

community benefit if we allow a site to be taken forward over and above 

the present planned need.  In the next few months we will be asking you to 

have a look at what we have surmised so far from what you the public have 

told us and what our research has found and see whether you agree with it 

and what you think we have missed.  We will go back and modify the plan 

and test this modified plan with a properly conducted referendum.  Please 

look out for the publicity on this; the results of this plan will affect you.  Up 

to date information, including minutes of meetings can be found on the 

Calne Without and Calne Town websites. 

Breaking news: Two Public Consultations are now arranged at the 

Lansdowne Hall on Saturday 27th February.  You can come to either 

the morning or afternoon session.  Please look out for further publicity for 

more details.  Richard Aylen.  Member of the Neighbourhood Plan 

Steering Group. 
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NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
We had some great events last term with everyone 

having fun.  There was Bobble Hat week raising funds 

for NSPCC Childline Service, a Reindeer Hunt, the 

children’s Christmas Party and the Nativity play.  The 

Nativity play was held in the church with Rev Ann 

and was wonderful to watch.  The Christmas party 

was enjoyed by everyone, staff and children. 

Rub-A-Dub’s Santa’s Grotto at the Church Christmas Fayre was a huge 

success and a big thank you must go out to everyone who helped us run 

this.   It was lovely to see the children’s faces as they met Father Christmas 

and it helped raise some much needed funds for Rub-A-Dub. 

Looking forward to this term the topic is Transportation, chosen by the 

children themselves.  As part of the Rising Fives Letters and Sounds 

Programme they will be doing body percussion, which sounds lots of fun.   

There is also Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day and Pancake Day to look 

forward to. 

We are starting this term with a couple of staff changes.  Our Deputy 

Manager Maggie was unwell at the end of last term and has sadly taken the 

decision to leave Rub-A-Dub.  We will miss her hugely.  We are pleased to 

announce that Emma has been given promotion to Deputy Manager and we 

have the exciting news that Alison Bailey is returning after February half 

term as Senior Assistant and Curriculum lead.  

As you know Rub-A-Dub is a charity led pre-school with a committee of 

parents running the business side of the pre-school, taking responsibility for 

employing staff, managing the finances and raising funds to supplement the 

income received from grants and fees.  Having taken on the role of 

Treasurer (and Vice-Treasurer) in 2011, Elise Baird has decided the time 

has come to step down and we are looking for a new Treasurer and Vice-

Treasurer.  You do not have to have a child in Rub-A-Dub to take on these 

roles, however, without a Treasurer Rub-A-Dub cannot remain open.   Rub-

A-Dub has provided a pre-school to Derry Hill and the surrounding villages 

for nearly 30 years and it would be a real shame to lose this valuable 

community service. If you think you may be interested in taking on the role 

of Treasurer or Vice-Treasurer and playing a part in a valuable and fun 

community organisation, please contact the Chair, Crystal Alford, at 

rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk to find out more.  Caroline Collom 

mailto:rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk
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STICKY MARMALADE LOAF 
225g  Self Raising flour 

1tsp Baking powder 

2tsp Ground Ginger 

1tsp Ground mixed spice 

175g Light brown sugar (caster will do) 

175g Soft unsalted butter 

3 Eggs, beaten 

140g Marmalade (nice & chunky) 

100g  Chopped mixed nuts (optional) 

 

Preheat oven 180°C 350°F GM4 

Sift flour, baking powder, ginger and mixed spice together in a bowl.  Stir in 

sugar.  Add butter and eggs to the bowl.  Add all but 1 tablespoon of the 

marmalade.  Mix really well. 

When mixed pour into a lined loaf tin and spread evenly. 

Bake in oven for 1 ¼ hours, check after 40 mins.  You may need to pop 

some foil on the top to stop it burning.  When a skewer comes out clean 

remove from oven and allow to cool for 5 minutes.  

Warm the marmalade with a drop of water, brush over top. 

As it’s Valentines I thought I’d share a recipe that I baked for someone I love, 

I know I don’t tell him enough but I made this cake the other day for my 

Dad, who quite frankly is one of the most fantastic people I know.   

Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy Baking!  The Secret Chef 

MOTHERING SUNDAY – 6TH
 MARCH 

All are invited to celebrate Mothering Sunday on 6th March at 11am in 

Christ Church by giving thanks to God for families and all who care for us 

and do their very best for us! 

This is an All Age Service where we will give thanks, whatever our age, for 

those who have shown us love and care and those we remember with great 

fondness and love. 



27 

RURAL ARTS TOURING 
What it is all about! 
Rural Arts Touring brings professional arts events 

to rural communities across Wiltshire and South 

Gloucestershire. 

It works in partnership with volunteers based in 

rural communities.   Rural Arts Touring is delivered 

by The Pound Arts Trust Ltd in partnership with 

Wiltshire Council and Arts Council England.   

The venues are usually village halls or other such 

community spaces.  In the village hall at Bremhill we 

have been holding such events since 2012.  We 

have had all sorts of music, plays, comedy and mime.  

As the hall is not large it is an intimate space for events.  As well as the 

performance we have a bar on the night and there is food in the interval and 

after the show.  

We would like to invite people from the villages that surround Bremhill or 

indeed anyone from anywhere to come and join us at our Rural Arts events.  

The grant from Arts Council England has been confirmed for Wiltshire 

for the year ahead.  They want these events to be available to as many 

communities as possible – so please do come and join us.  

The next event is FB Pocket Orchestra.  This group of three musicians 

play strings, brass, reeds, guitar, percussion AND there are vocals.  They 

play music from around 1920/30s or earlier - jazz, blues, ragtime and dance. 

Thursday 17th March 2016:  Bremhill Village Hall Doors open 7 pm 

performance 7.30pm Adults £7 Kids £4.50   Contact Marilyn 01249 

661369 or Rosie 01249 813642. 

WARM &  SAFE WILTSHIRE 
This is a project in Wiltshire and is a partnership between 

Wiltshire Council and the Bristol Charity the Centre for 

Sustainable Energy to help people keep warm in their 

homes.  They are currently recruiting volunteers to help 

deliver the project.  If you are interested in helping or want any further 

information about the project, please call 0300 003 4575. Or email 

volunteers@cse.org.uk  

mailto:volunteers@cse.org.uk
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
We are now well into 2016! 

In a few days we will be entering the period of fasting and penance as Lent 

begins very early this year on the 10th February.  We have hardly had time 

to draw breath from the Christmas celebrations before preparing ourselves 

for another, even greater, celebration – Easter! 

I look outside and the weather is still relatively mild, snowdrops are at least 

a month early and daffodils are in bloom in pockets of shelter!  Will there 

be any daffodils in bloom for Mothering Sunday on the 6th March?! 

The seasons are changing and the climate is becoming unpredictable.   

There is once again a growing awareness of environmental change and the 

disasters such changes bring not just to people in faraway countries but to 

our own as well – as can be seen in the flooding and devastation of homes 

in the northern counties. 

We are reminded to care for our environment with a jolt when we suffer 

ourselves from the changes.  Our Diocesan Bishop, Nicholas, is leading the 

church’s response for the Church of England and calls for our support to 

work in harmony with nature as God delegated us to do.  

http://www.salisbury.anglican.org/news/bishop-of-the-planet  

As we approach Lent perhaps we can resolve to take an action or two to 

cut down on our use of products that contribute to the problems for the 

environment.  Can we cut down on the packaging we use, can we use our 

dishwashers less by filling them up before turning them on, or perhaps even 

washing up by hand!  Could we use less chemical fertiliser in our gardens?  

Could we make more of our own food from natural ingredients rather than 

processed foods with added preservatives and packaging? 

These are only a few ideas that spring to mind.  With more reflection I am 

sure there are many other ways we could contribute to keeping a safe 

environment for ourselves and future generations.  Perhaps you would like 

to share some of your ideas with others?  If you would, why not send them 

to the editor for printing in this magazine so others can use them as well! 

If we all try to do a bit more than we already do it will make a difference!  

Remember, from little acorns great oak trees grow. 

Best wishes 

Ann 
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MOTHER’S UNION  

Members met on January 6 to review the branch’s activities during 2015.  

It was deemed a successful year with the main highlights being:  

The celebration of the marriage service in February, the big lunch in June, a 

cake stall at the village fete, a talk, in October, about the work of the prison 

chaplain and, of course, a Christmas tea at Bowood Hotel.  

In September we initiated the New Start coffee morning designed to create 

an informal meeting place for mothers whose children have just started 

school.  It created a space for them to get to know each other and talk 

about any hopes and fears that they might have. 

The program for 2016 was discussed.  This will include one providing 

refreshments at the Wedding Fair in Christ Church on Saturday 

13 February, another Big Lunch on May 4, to which we will invite our 

new Diocesan President, a talk on the history of the Buttercross in 

Chippenham, our usual summer outing and, of course, a celebration 

Christmas tea. 

Members were told by Robin the Treasurer that we had sent £135 to the 

overseas union and distributed donations to Christ Church and MU 

charities.  We also paid for a kettle and a toaster to help equip a house for 

a Syrian refugee family who have settled in Wiltshire.   

All in all, we felt that 2015 has been a success and, considering that we are 

mostly of ‘more mature years’, we have been very active in our aim to 

publicise the work of the MU in our parish and countywide.  

Please note that the February meeting is on Friday the 5th at 10:50am in 

Christ Church and will begin with the ‘Wave of Prayer’.   

More information can be obtained from Deirdre on (01249) 822157.  New 

members and visitors are always welcome. 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
Hints for Women,  

February 1955 

Monday’s Washing 
Safety First.  If you have a clothes-line 

across your back garden it may be 

dangerous at night.  A little luminous 

paint may save an accident. 

Tuesday’s Sewing 
Pleats.  A pleated skirt if folded and 

slipped inside an old nylon stocking with 

an elastic band put round the top will 

always keep pleats pressed. 

Wednesday’s Nursing 
Elevenses.  As one brought up in the 

belief that it is wrong to eat between meals, because the practice dulls the 

appetite and therefore the full benefit of the main meal is not achieved, it is 

interesting to note that there are doctors who assert that “elevenses” 

increase efficiency.  Formerly, workers who ate only two meals a day 

increased their efficiency steadily when allowed a “break” for a cup of tea 

and a biscuit or milk and cake and therefore the time lost was well repaid.  

Thursday’s Cooking 
Tomato Fritters. Cut some tomatoes into thick slices and dip into fine 

breadcrumbs.  Next, dip them into beaten egg to which salt and pepper have 

been added.  Another dip in the breadcrumbs and the tomatoes are ready 

to be fried in the piping hot fat. 

Friday’s Household 
Basters.  There are now to be had in the shops Pyrex basters.  They are a 

real boon when one is basting meat, for the gravy can be directed just where 

one wishes, and there are no more burnt fingers!  They are exactly like the 

old-fashioned fountain-pen fillers, about eight inches long, with a rubber 

bulb, and are entirely easy to wash.  They have other uses too. 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW  

'Between the Assassinations' by Aravind Adiga 
Chosen by Emir Kullar 

This month's book was a series of 

short stories that are set in the 

Eighties between the assassinations 

of Indira and Rajiv Gandhi.  They are 

framed by extracts from an imagined 

guidebook to Kittur, a city on India's 

south-western coast. 

The lives that Adiga writes about are 

those who are marginalised in 

society; Ziauddin, a young Muslim 

tear-away, conscripted to help a 

terrorist plan an assault on the 

railway station; Soumya and Raja, 

beggar children who are on a 

mission to buy smack for their drug-

addicted father; Jayamma, the lonely 

cook sent to the homes of the 

wealthy 'so she could fatten other 

people's children' and many others.  

They have a deep longing of a better 

life but must accept that life will not change. 

Adiga pulls no punches, his description of the abject poverty, corruption, 

class and religious differences and violence are rife in most of the stories. 

Yet there are descriptions of the imagined city that really adds colour and 

beauty to this novel. 

Not the happiest of books to read post Xmas but the group felt it was well 

worth the read. 

Our next book, chosen by Sally Hole, is 'The Memory Box' by Margaret 

Forster. 
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100 NOT OUT! 
Kingston House resident, Jack Endersby 

scored a century on 13th January when 

he joined an elite group of centennials 

who live at Kinston House. 

Always a keen sportsman, Jack loves his 

cricket and even played for the YMCA 

when he was in his 70’s.   One of his two 

birthday cakes was fittingly adorned with 

the phrase ‘100 not out!’  

Jack celebrated his 100th birthday with 

a wonderful bunch of fellow residents, 

family, friends and most importantly his wife Lillian who also lives in Kingston 

House.  Both his daughters attended and Jackie, who lives in Derry Hill, read 

out some of his past achievements.  There was no doubt he has been a 

popular son, husband, father and grandfather.  Three dogs also attended the 

occasion, another passion of Jack’s.  There were special congratulations 

cards:  The Prime Minister’s, one from the Army and that special one from 

the Queen.  His Army pension office also congratulated him, but as his son 

in law suggested, that might have been through gritted teeth!  Ed 

FEBRUARY EXPLORE@4 TOGETHER 

Topic:  God with Us? 
Sunday 7 February 2016 at 4pm in Christ Church Derry Hill. 

Peace and love, life, Deliverer, Saviour, 

redemption, hope, sin, shame, strength,  

holy, purpose? 

Personal God, Presence, Self? 
Refreshments will be available before and after the service.   

Children’s participation is welcome. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


