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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 
Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 
Rooms and Kitchen 
Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local 
residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 
and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  
 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
We have to thank the Romans for 
giving this month the name of 
Aprilis.  The name being thought to 
derive from the various Latin verbs 
depicting ‘to open’.  Given that 
Aprilis was the second month of the 
early Roman calendar, the opening 
of the new year makes it 
appropriate.  

Lovers of Bowood House and Gardens need wait no more as they are 
now open (1st April). 

Eastr-monap was the name the Anglo Saxons gave to April; some like 
the venerable Bede believe that this is the root of what we call Easter 
today.  

Look out for the donkey starting at Kingston House at about 10.50am 
on Palm Sunday (9th April).  He’ll be walking to Christ Church for the 
service there. Please do come and see Francis and join us if you can.  
If you haven’t already cottoned on, Easter Sunday is 16th April. 

Later on in April, round about 22nd, look skyward at night and you 
might spot the Lyrids meteor shower.  This is the strongest annual 
meteor shower with some 5 to 20 meteors per hour.  

Then on 23rd of April we have St. George’s Day to celebrate our 
lovely country of England.  I for one will be out there on that particular 
Sunday celebrating. 
Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays: 4 April, 2 May 2017 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays: 17 April, 15 May 2017 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING  
The APCM of Christ Church Derry Hill will be at 7:30pm on 25 April 
2017 in the church.  All are welcome. 
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LOCAL BIOLOGICAL RECORDS 
With so much wildlife being decimated at 
an alarming rate worldwide, and in our 
own country, I am asking for your help.  
Time is running out and both we as 
individuals as well as planners and 
government are devastatingly 
complacent. 

Three things: 
1. Enhance your garden for wildlife via 

feeders, nectar rich plants, a little wild 
area, bug hotels, agree with your 
neighbour to make a gap in fences for hedgehog transits, etc. 

2. Scrutinise all planning applications in the area and make your 
voice heard by demanding of Councillors and planners adequate 
provision of wildlife habitats plus wildlife corridors in new 
developments (and don’t let them water down adherence to the 
Neighbourhood Plan!).  Remember: planners can recommend but 
Councillors decide. 

3. Start recording the wildlife in your garden and all around the 
neighbourhood with Wiltshire Biological Records Office. 
This does a number of things: 

a. Helps map the county with regards to dangers of drop 
in species. 

b. Helps in devising wildlife corridors. 
c. Provides registered records of sightings which will help 

in mitigating new building sites/planning applications. 

For example, if there have been no sightings recorded then planners 
might tend to ignore the needs of wildlife.  If it is recorded, then 
planners must take note of it.  Blounts is an example in point: the 
ecologist appointed to survey the site a couple of years ago stated 
that there was only one recording of a Speckled Wood butterfly some 
miles away and no other sightings on site.  But I recorded and 
photographed 18 species over 2 years in 2013-15.  Sadly, at the time 
I did not know of the Records Office, though I did write to the Planners 
stating my concerns. 
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A detailed planning application for Blounts is likely this year.  Will you 
help make it an iconic site of rural development with plenty of trees, 
habitat, wildlife corridors or let it become an urban sprawl with a mere 
nod or two at wildlife?  I have had a meeting with the senior planning 
managers of the building company concerned and it is my impression 
they might well be sympathetic to local concerns and proposals - but 
only if you express them. 

Meanwhile log in to Wilts Bio Records Centre sign up to a free account 
and start recording your sightings.  You can find it at:  
http://wsbrc.org.uk/. 

There’s lots you can do via this site: you can get involved in a local 
group; volunteer; help extend the Living Record by submitting 
sightings; check through the records and find out what’s been see 
where.  And much more.  It's also a great way to get your children 
involved in wildlife, ecology, natural history, environmental studies etc.  
And please remember that we will be running wildlife workshops and 
local audits, and study walks from the garden here in Studley Lane if 
anyone wants to get involved.  The local open day this year at our 
garden is Sunday 16th July. 

Please do take up the local wildlife challenge with your family and 
neighbours!  Don't delay.  As Matt Damon says, "What do you want 
to be remembered for?"  
©Stephen Cox Garden Trust Stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com) 
http://stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com  

SCOOP! 
Marilyn Adcock has just managed to book the world famous English 
Folk musician Miranda Sykes on Wednesday 17 May 2017 for 
Bremhill Village Hall. 

Miranda is a much-acclaimed singer who has played with many top 
musicians and also as part of Show of Hands. 

She is returning to Bremhill as: one woman, one bass and one guitar.  
Her voice is sensational. www.mirandasykes.com  

Marilyn says “If you cannot get to Bremhill to hear her, then why 
not go to see her at the Royal Albert Hall on 16th April”!!!! 

Tickets at Bremhill £12 from Marilyn or Rosie on 01249 661369 
or 813642. 
Doors open 7pm Performance 7.30pm.  Bar and tasty morsels. 

http://wsbrc.org.uk/
mailto:Stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com
http://stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com/
http://www.mirandasykes.com/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 
Thursday 27th April 2017 
Notice is hereby given of the 
forthcoming:  

Annual General Meetings  

of the Derry Hill and 
Studley Village Hall Trust  

and the Lansdowne Hall 
Management Committee  

which will be held  

Thursday 27th April 2017 
commencing at 8.15 pm.  

Light refreshments will be served after the meetings. 

All who are interested in the Hall’s wellbeing are invited to attend these 
meetings which will be in the New Meeting Room and hopefully be 
one of the first functions to be held in the extended room.  

Residents would have noticed the building work being undertaken at 
the Hall and if further information is required about this or the Hall in 
general please contact: 

Richard French (01249 816106), Alan Rosekilly (01249 814538) or 
Jane Clarke (administrator@lansdownehall.org) 

THE SUN EDISON PROJECT IS BLOOMING ! 
The Sun Edison sub-committee of the 
Parish Council has come up not smelling of 
Roses but Daffodils! 

A few months ago, the sub-committee 
planted Daffodil bulbs all around the Parish 
in strategic places.  Here you see the results 
for us to enjoy at the junction of the Devizes 
Road (A342) and the A4.   

Well done them!  If there are any groups out there, and they must be 
based or connected to the Parish, looking for funding, please contact 
the Sun Edison sub-committee by going to the Calne Without Parish 
Council Website www.calnewithoutpc.org.  Ed 

mailto:administrator@lansdownehall.org
http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are in this Parish) 
The Parish Council met on Monday 6th March.  
The first part of the meeting was taken up by 
the Annual Parish Meeting where members of 
the public can come along and talk to 
councillors about any Parish concerns they 
have.  In the event, nobody wanted to say 
anything.  It’s worth pointing out that members 
of the public can attend the monthly parish 
council meetings to watch proceedings but can 
only talk for a limited time at the beginning of the meeting and only if 
they have registered their intention to the clerk beforehand. 

Councillor Cook informed the meeting by email that Chippenham 
Council had changed their mind about stopping the traffic going down 
the High Street in the morning.  This should ease the traffic problems 
in the roads leading into the Bridge Centre. 

Councillor Aylen reported that two of the three dog bins were now in 
place along Church road and a third would be placed along the path 
by the Hall when building work had finished there. 

Councillors discussed at length the withdrawal of police help with 
blocking the road when the Remembrance service is held in 
November.  Possible alternative means are to be looked at by the 
clerk. 

The next meeting is on April 3rd 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

The website www.calnewithoutpc.org contains the official minutes, 
once passed, and other information.   
Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor. 

VOTIVE CANDLES IN CHRIST CHURCH 
Just in case you were unaware, you are able to light 
candles in Christ Church during the day in memory of 
loved ones.  Alternatively, you may wish to just come 
and sit quietly and reflect. 

 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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GARDENING STEVE 
What a great start to spring!  The 
daffodils are now in full bloom with 
tulips slowly behind, the trees are 
now starting to bud, the days are 
getting longer and the birds are 
starting to sing the dawn chorus.  
The warmth and spring rains will 
bring huge increases of slugs and 
snails, which can cause a great deal 

of damage to plants.  Spread slug pellets in amongst the plants 
affected.  There is no need to put a lot of pellets down; it doesn’t take 
many to kill of slugs.  Other pests are also on the move with the 
warmer weather, so start spraying as soon as you spot them and keep 
on spraying fortnightly until end of September.  Start now to tidy the 
borders after the winter period.  Lightly fork over the soil pulling out 
any weeds as you go.  Any plants taking up too much space and 
growing into other plants can be divided and placed into other parts of 
the garden.  Put in plant supports as you go, then you don’t have to 
keep treading over the ground to do different jobs.  Start mowing lawns 
weekly and lower the height of the cut.  You can now give the lawns a 
good fertilizer.  Spray any weeds in the lawn, especially dandelions 
and daisies, if not they will take over your lawn.  Prune Forsythias and 
Chaenomeles; cut back the flowered shoots to 2 or 3 buds from their 
base.  This will encourage new shots to grow.  Lavenders are now 
beginning to grow; give them a good prune to new shoots near the 
base.  This may seem harsh, but doing this prevents the lavender 
becoming too woody.  Be warned this is not a good idea if it is already 
established and woody.  Start tying in new shots of Clematis so as to 
encourage them to cover walls etc.  Go carefully when tying, as 
Clematis can be very brittle when young. 

Enjoy your time in the garden and see you next month. 
Stephen Starr  Bowood Gardener 

EASTER EGG HUNT – 16 APRIL 
Immediately follows the 11am service in Christ Church on 16 April.  
Do come along – refreshments for all too! 
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MEDITATION –  ALL ARE WELCOME 
We meet every Wednesday at 6.30pm until 7.00pm, just a very short 
time.  We arrive quietly, there is a short reading and then we meditate 
for 20 minutes.  We leave in silence, so there is no need to feel you 
must join in social chit chat, though we can greet one another!  

Meditation is very simple and open to all.  There are no “experts” in 
meditation.  Some people come on a regular basis and some come 
occasionally.  Everybody is welcome. 

We continue to meet weekly in the church where there is heating. 
However, we like to make a small donation towards the cost of the 
heating, so 50p to £1 is suggested as a guide from those that are 
willing to give a donation. 

Do come along and feel the benefit of a quiet still place amidst the 
business of life.  Janet Robbins - 01249 814845 
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
A truly inspirational talk was given by Patrick Kaberia Muthaura 
at Calne Town Hall on 4th March.   

Patrick is a Kenyan tea farmer who has been 
doing a tour of Wiltshire to highlight the 
importance of the Fairtrade movement to him 
and his fellow farmers.  Patrick gave a talk and 
a slide show to illustrate his way of life, his family 
and what they are able to do with the extra 
income generated by the Fairtrade premium.  
This included sending teenagers to university, 
building much needed medical facilities and 
ensuring the land is treated in a sustainable way.   

The Calne Fairtrade committee arranged for associated stalls to be 
present and there was a tasty soup and ploughman’s lunch to be had.  
Derry Hill resident, Colette Som, was much to the fore and helped 
organise the day as well as ferrying Patrick to his various venues.  

Visit ‘Fairtrade in Wiltshire’ on Facebook for further information. 
Mary Aylen 

DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
On 22nd February by way of a radical change from the usual annual 
programme of meetings, in lieu of the Annual Meal at the Lansdowne 
Hall, the ladies enjoyed an evening of somewhat challenging quizzes, 
with accompanying “nibbles” and the odd glass of wine.  Formal 
business included arrangements for the forthcoming conducted group 
visits to Devizes Museum and Chavenage House.   

It’s hoped that later in the year there may be sufficient interest for a 
coach excursion to Blenheim Palace.   

In July a dozen of the ladies are planning to attend Marlborough 
College for a talk by Ann Widdecombe. 

Meetings take place generally at 7:30pm on the last Wednesday 
evening of each month at the Lansdowne Hall.  Potential members 
are welcome to freely sample a couple of meetings before deciding 
whether to join.  If you are interested in coming to a meeting, please 
phone Sheila on 814538, or Janet, on 814152, or just pop in - we’d 
love to see you.  Terry 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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LUNCH AT THE DUMB POST 
It was the first day of Spring, so time for 
lovely walk around the village of Bremhill.  
After a five mile stroll down lanes and 
across fields in the sun and with a slight 
lashing of sleet and rain at the end, we 
wound up at the Dumb Post for a well-
earned pub lunch.   

We were warmly welcomed by the staff who 
said we were in time (1.45pm) to have 
some food and drink, although they had run 
out of some things on the menu.  I ordered 
a Tuna Baked potato and salad and Mary 
had a ploughman’s.  The Tuna was fine and good value as was the 
Ploughman’s, though the latter, which was supposed to have a variety 
of cheese, only boasted three generous slabs of mild cheddar. 

The lunchtime menu is full of popular choices such as fish and chips, 
ham eggs and chips as well as what we had.  There is also a specially 
priced two and three course meal offer.  If you are a real ale fan like 
me, you will probably like the choice of four St Austell Brewery ales as 
well as Butcombe Best.   

This pub, which I have visited as a watering hole for the last 30 years 
has now successfully transformed itself into a good value eatery with 
decent beer.  The place was fairly buzzing with people eating so that 
was proof of the popularity pudding!  Ed 

TOWN HALL MOVIOLA 
‘A Streetcat named Bob’ (12a).  

This is based on an international best seller, the true 
story of Jamie Bowen a recovering drug addict who had 
his life transformed when he met a stray cat.   

Starring Luke Treadway and Joanne Froggatt. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on Wednesday 26 April 
at 7.30pm. 

Doors open at 7.00.  Refreshments available. 

Tickets £6.00 from the Information centre or on the door.  Vivien 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 
ea.massey@btinternet.com  

01249 817926  

Administrator:    Diane Saxty                              07846 244726 

                           diane@mardenvale.org.uk   

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 
Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325 

 Vacancy  

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, 

Funerals or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then 

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

KINGSTON HOUSE 
Easter Fayre on April 9th at 2.15pm.  We 
have a cornucopia of wonderful things to 
tempt you!  Our famous refreshments will be 
available, bottle stall, bric-a-brac, Easter 
chicks.  Tombola and lots more.   

It’s free entry and you can be assured of a 
good time. 

Thank you to all those, especially David, who 
have donated wool for our residents to use for 
knitting. 

Please keep the spare wool coming as well as bric-a-brac for our 
Fayre.  Also, we are still in need of good quality clothes.   

Thanks for your support and a very Happy Easter. 
Lynda 01249 815555. 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:diane@mardenvale.org.uk
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LENT LECTURES FEED THE MINDS 
Christ Church in conjunction with DaySpring Church ran an 
inspirational set of Tuesday evening lectures during Lent.  Here are 
some brief notes on the first three.  The fourth lecture is on ‘The 
Environment’ on Tuesday 4 April and will be given by Bishop 
Nicholas.  If you want further details do contact Reverend Ann. 

The first lecture was by Reverend 
Mia Hilborn, Senior Chaplain at 
Guy’s and St. Thomas’ Hospitals.  
Using the Stations of the Cross 
Reverend Mia covered many 
subjects, which she touches in her 
ministry.  The topics included who we 
value and want in our society, the 
value of prayer, vulnerable people, 
how we live and die matters, the care 
of the dying and those who attend the dying, organ and tissue 
donation and memories matter.  

The second lecture was by Reverend David Osborne on the topic of 
‘Food and Ourselves’.  David got us to think carefully about the food 
we eat and those who take part in its journey to our table.  
He suggested that we should think LOAF – Try and buy Local, 
Organic, Animal Friendly, Fairly Traded food. 

The Third lecture was by Dr. Tim 
Davy, from Redcliffe College on the 
topic of ‘Our Response to the 
Refugee Crisis’.  

Tim used various bible passages to 
illustrate the attitude in the Old 
Testament to refugees.  He looked 
at the scale of the refugee flow and 
the flow of child refugees.  He 
illustrated the reasons why children 
left home, what happened to them, 

why they went to Europe and what they are experiencing.  He went on 
to talk about what could be our response as caring Christians, 
including the need to speak out about this situation and to create 
imaginative ways of helping those refugees who appear in our midst. 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Spring is here!  Warmer weather and a chance to get out into the 
garden to enjoy the warmth of the sun and the cheery singing of the 
birds.  We are certainly hoping for a lovely Spring as we celebrate a 
late Easter this year.  By being later, maybe the weather will be more 
inviting for the Easter Egg Hunt after worship on Easter Day! 

The smell of the cut grass and the perfume of the blossom on the trees 
are something to look forward to as I look through the vicarage window 
and observe the first sign of life on the interwoven branches reaching 
for daylight.  Signs of new life emerging from what only a few days 
ago looked dead.  No life visible. 

This is the changing scene of life.  It is a pattern of new birth, growth, 
maturity, exhaustion and death.  The cycle then starts again.  And so 
it is with all that God creates.   

Easter though, is more than a cycle.  Easter gives us surprises, it gives 
refreshing hope that helps us to believe that there is more on offer 
after we die than what we experience on Earth. 

The life we talk about after death is not physical life but life of a 
different sort.  It is life in memory, in the legacy left by us in the world, 
it is in the make-up of our families – so often we hear – so and so is a 
throw-back to a previous generation.  This is often to do with the colour 
of hair or eyes but it is so with our characters too.  Our ancestors 
continue to influence who we are, even after death. 

The Lord continues to influence us, the world, 2,000 years after his 
death.  His death brought hope that beyond the cross there is 
something better. 

We all have our crosses to bear but it is how we bear them that is 
important.  Do we bear them with dignity, with tolerance, never giving 
up on the hope that one day we will leave the cross and walk into 
sunlight where the warmth of the sun on our backs brings the comfort 
and love we have been searching for? 

Easter reminds us that Jesus went the way of the cross and found 
hope and light.  We too can leave our burdens behind as we accept 
the love of God into our lives this Easter. 

Enjoy the holiday and be refreshed as you relax in the sunshine of 
God’s creative love.  With love to all.  Ann 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 
Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 

 

DID YOU KNOW 
We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  
Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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STUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH  
Services for April 2017 

2 April 10.30am Mr G Rhodes 

9 April 10.30am Mr A Trowbridge 

16 April 10.30am 
Rev T Barnes - 
Sacrament 

23 April 10.30am US at Trinity 

20 April 10.30am Mr R Simpkins 

Monday 3 April 
Prayer, Poetry and Prose Afternoon - 2.30pm -All Welcome. 
Refreshments at close - donation to CAP (Christians Against Poverty). 

Saturday 15 April  
10.30am - noon - decoration of Studley Chapel for Easter Day 
If you would like to come along to share in the decorating of the Chapel 
then just bring along some foliage and a pair of scissors, all flowers 
etc., will be provided.  All welcome, refreshments provided (or just 
come along for a coffee, we`d love to see you). 

News from our day trip to London 
On Monday 6 March a full coach left Chippenham at 9am in bright 
sunshine to enjoy a day out in London for the Daffodil Rally at 
Methodist Central Hall, Westminster.  In the afternoon, we joined a 
congregation of over 2,000 and sang some joyous and uplifting 
hymns.  Pam Rhodes introduced many of the guest performers as we 
listened to the choristers from Westminster Abbey and several 
performing artists from the West End shows. 

A donation from the event will be given to the Marie Curie Cancer 
Charity. 

At the close of the service fresh daffodils were given out for those who 
were unable to attend this wonderful occasion. 

Our thanks go to Mrs Joan Pearce for organising this special day. 

Renovations 
Plans are shortly to be available for the proposed renovation works. 
Thanks 
Tina 
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NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB 
This term our topic was ‘Spring’!  The children did lots of talking about 
this new season and got involved in many ‘Spring’ inspired activities.  

Surprisingly there were lots of events to explore and celebrate this 
term:  St David’s Day, Shrove Tuesday (Pancake day, and yes, we 
had pancakes!), World Book day, Red Nose day, and of course, 
Easter.  

We celebrated with arts & crafts, dressing up in pyjamas and reading 
our favourite stories, ending the term with a great Easter Bonnet 
parade!  Whilst there were lots to enjoy this term we continued to 
follow the children’s lead and introduced other topics of interest 
expressed by them. 

Rising Stars – this session is held on the Friday morning as is 
exclusively for those children who will be leaving us for Primary school 
the following September.  This term we continued to cover 'Rhythm 
and Rhyme' as part of our Letters and Sounds program, 
concentrating on the letters H, R and M.  We asked the children to 
bring in something from home to help explore these sounds, 
especially anything that supported our theme of Spring. 

This term our children took part in a sponsored bounce to help raise 
funds for the pre-school.  The children did their very best impressions 
of ‘Tigger’ and had a great time!  We would like to thank all the grown-
ups who sponsored the children.  You will be able to find out how much 
we raised by going to our website www.rubadubpreschool.com. 

Looking ahead we are making plans on how to celebrate our 
30th Anniversary, so look out for information about that but most of 
all we are looking forward to some warmer weather so that we can 
spend more time out of doors! 

Rub-A-Dub Committee and Staff 

PALM SUNDAY – 9 APRIL 
Francis the donkey will walk with us from Kingston House 
at 10.50am to Christ Church where we will begin our service of 
celebration of Christ’s entry into Jerusalem with palm crosses.  This is 
for children and adults so do come along!  At 6pm there will be Holy 
Communion with Evensong at Bowood Chapel. 

 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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BOOK REVIEW 
A Place Called Winter - Patrick Gale 
Loosely based on a real family history, 
Patrick Gale has created a novel of 
drama and love set at the turn of the 
20th century.  He tells the story of 
Harry Cane who is forced to abandon 
his wealthy, easy life in London for the 
harsh and unforgiving world of the 
Canadian Prairies after having had an 
affair. 

From the outset of arranging his future 
in Canada to the practicalities of what 
to pack and how to manage a bare plot 
of virgin soil the novel is an education 
for the reader and gives a real taste of 
the realities faced and the 
comradeships that were so very 
necessary to survive.  The parallel 
story of a mental asylum is also an eye-opener making a stark contrast 
and evoking great sadness as the story unfolds. 

Patrick Gale's characters are sensitively portrayed without the 
necessity of explicit sexuality and his descriptions of scenery are 
beautifully portrayed. 

If anyone would like to read this book, please contact Dani for a copy.  
Tel 816106. Dani 

PASSOVER SEDER MEAL 
On 11 April 2017 in Christ Church Derry Hill there will be a Passover 
Seder Meal at 7pm.  This is an ancient Jewish Festival Meal.  It is the 
festival that Jesus would have been celebrating on the night before he 
was crucified – commonly known as The Last Supper. 

If you would like to come and share this experience with us, please let 
Reverend Ann know 817926 ea.massey@btinternet.com. 

mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the cost 

of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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MOTHER’S UNION  
Our meeting on Wednesday 1st March opened with prayers for Lent. 

We then welcomed our speaker, Vivienne who started her talk with a 
Quiz about Fairtrade and we learnt about our local Fairtrade towns. 

We heard about what the Fairtrade premium provides to farmers.  One 
example given was in Rom Kenya where a women’s ward has been 
built at the hospital thanks to the sale of Fairtrade roses.  
We discussed the advent of Fairtrade gold and the availability of 
Fairtrade gold Wedding Rings at Argos. 

Vivienne spoke about her involvement with Traidcraft and her visits to 
Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, and South Africa with People-to-People 
Tours. 

Jean and Mary served refreshments. 

Upcoming events: 

April 5th  The Reverend Derek Frost will be commissioned as the 
Calne Deanery Chaplain for the Mothers’ Union at St Marys Church, 
Calne.  The service will start at 10.00am. 

April 5th  A talk on Julia’s House (The Dorset & Wiltshire Children’s 
Hospices) 

June 7th  Our Big Lunch in aid of Mothers Union Away From it all 
Holidays. 

July 5th  The Virtual Baby Project (Mothers Union working with young 
people in schools) 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at 2.30pm at 
Christ Church Derry Hill.  Please note that the Big Lunch in June will 
be at 12.30.  All are welcome. 

Ongoing events: 

• Craft activities for the children at Family services. 

• New Start coffee mornings on the first Friday of each term at 9am. 

If you are interested in joining or supporting the Mothers Union but find 
that you are not able to get to meetings because of the time or the day 
then please contact me.  We would welcome new members and the 
changes and ideas they would bring.    Deirdre    01249 822157 
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MAGAZINE HELP 

Step forward Mr Ian Liddle. 
Thanks Ian for agreeing to join the Team! 

 
Ian will be taking over Dave Massey’s  

magazine duties from May 2017. 
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QUITE A LONG WALK FOR LUCY 
On Saturday 11th March 13 brave souls, some 
of whom were sponsored, met at Christ Church 
Derry Hill.  

We then walked along the permissive paths to 
Calne, had a coffee break and then returned 
along the Sustrans pedestrian/cycle track back 
to Derry Hill, approximately 8 miles.  Apart from a few aching joints 
we survived very well and enjoyed the walk.  What were we doing?   

Lucy and Her Team 

We were raising money for Lucy Aylen so that she could lead a team 
of volunteers to Papua New Guinea working some of the time from 
YWAM’s medical ship.  As part of YWAM (Youth with a Mission) this 
team will be assisting volunteer doctors, nurses, dentists and dental 
hygienists from all over the world to go into inhospitable places in 
Papua New Guinea and perform amazing, life changing medical 
assistance for the inhabitants there.  Lucy is self-funded, supported 
by people who believe in what she and YWAM are achieving.  
However, this trip she is about to make in April for two and a half 
months needs extra funding.  We’re pleased to say that due to the 
gallant efforts of the walkers and generous donations (Approximately 
£1,500), she can go ahead with this project.  So, thank you to all those 
who contributed in any way; without this amazing giving, Lucy and the 
people of Papua New Guinea would not have been able to benefit as 
much.  Mary and Richard Aylen 
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LET’S GO FLY A FLAG! 

The 2017 Derry Hill and Studley Village Fete will be held at the 
Lansdowne Hall and school field as in previous years on Saturday 
8th July.  The theme of this year’s fete is: 

Heraldry 
The Organising Committee continues to look for ways to keep the fete 
experience fresh and interesting, for example, many of you have 
participated in the highly praised decorated barrow processions over 
the last 4 years.  This year, it feels right to rest that very successful 
initiative and come up with something a little different which still 
creates the environment within which you can better promote 
yourselves to the community and have some fun in the process. 

This year, we encourage you to come together over the coming 
months within your community group, your classroom, your 
neighbourhood your friends and family or even on your own to design 
and build a flag that best represents you, your group or the Derry Hill 
and Studley communities. 

What’s in a flag?  Now, I am confident that all of you appreciate that 
the emblems, shapes and colours used on flags have meaning but 
how could you use them to design a flag that demonstrates, for 
example, the industry and creativeness of the Women’s Institute or 
the innovation and dedication of the Brownies and Cubs.  Well, to help 
you I have been in touch with The College of Arms and The City of 
Bath Heraldic Society and they have suggested you look at  

http://tinyton.org/hersymbols.htm  
http://tinyton.org/blazoningarms.htm  

http://tinyton.org/hersymbols.htm
http://tinyton.org/blazoningarms.htm
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They tell me that the basic rule is keep it simple, use five colours (Red, 
Blue, Green, Black and Purple) and two metals (White and Yellow); 
put a metal on a colour or a colour on metal (ie a red lion on a white 
background, or a purple eagle on a yellow background).  Also, that the 
best shape for the flags are the square banner or triangular pennon. 

We want you to bring your flags to the fete and join the opening 
ceremony where all flag bearers and creators will open the fete in a 
deluge of colour and spectacle and appropriately heraldic music with 
the entire crowd watching the fun as it “unfolds” in the main arena. 

The flag (and bearer) will be judged for creative and explainable 
symbolic design, flag-build, bearer-dress and processing/carriage 
skills.  It is planned to award a cup and £50 to the first prize entrant 
and £25 to the second placed flag – there may even be some 
highly-commended certificates!  There is no cost to enter. 

Please join in the fun and start to plan your flag.  Could this activity 
lead to a badge or award within your group?  Should you enter more 
than one flag as a group – one on a pole and a series of hand held 
flags? 

Please complete the form below and return it to me as shown. 

Best wishes 
Pete Prater 

Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 
Facebook Page: Derry Hill and Studley Fete - Twitter: @dh_fete 

LET’S GO FLY A FLAG! 

From  

Group  

Preferred 
contact details 

 

We can’t wait to enter …………. flag/s in the 2017 fete. 

Please return as soon as possible to: 
Pete Prater at 5 Chapel Street, Derry Hill 
….or send the details by email to peterprater@btinternet.com  

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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APRIL 2017 IN CHRIST CHURCH 
2 April 2017 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

9 April 2017 

11:00am 
Palm Sunday Family Service. 
starting 10:50am at Kingston House  
with Francis the Donkey 

Holy Week Events 2017 
Mon 10 April 7.30pm Reflection and Compline 
Tue 11 April 7.00pm Passover Seder Meal 
Wed 12 April 7.30pm Reflection and Compline 
Thu 13 April 7.30pm Communion with Washing of Feet 
Fri 14 April 2pm Reflections at the Cross 
Sat 15 April 7pm Meditation and Compline 

16 April 2017 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am 
Easter Sunday Family Communion  
with Easter Egg Hunt 

23 April 2017 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

30 April 2017 
11:00am Benefice Holy Communion Service in Foxham 

CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN MAY 
7 May 2017 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

14 May 2017 
11:00am Family Communion (CW) 

21 May 2017 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am Family Service 

25 May 2017 
7:30pm Ascension Day Holy Communion (CW) 

28 May 2017 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 
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SPEEDING? 
From 24 April 2017, speeding fines rise 
dramatically to deter motorists from driving 
dangerously.  There will be three bands, with the 
least severe being Band A, while the most severe 
is Band C.  

Band C is for serious offences, and Band C fines carry a minimum 
fine of 150% of the offender’s weekly income. 

What’s a ‘serious’ offence? 
It depends on the speed limit, but it’s understood to be for driving 
excessively faster than the posted speed limit.  In a 30mph zone, 
that means travelling 51mph or above, while in a 70mph you’d need 
to be travelling at least 101mph for a Band C fine. 

If I’m caught how much do I pay? 
Given that the fines relate to how much the offender earns, it varies. 
Band A fines start from 50% of an offender’s weekly income, while 
Band B fines start from 100%.  The most severe Band C fines have 
a minimum penalty of 150% of the driver’s weekly income. 

So, if you earn £25,000 a year the minimum Band C fine will be £720.  
This will be more or less depending on your salary, but magistrates 
are instructed to cap fines at a maximum of £1,000 or £2,500 if the 
driver is caught excessively speeding on the motorway.  So, anyone 
earning more than approximately £47,000 per annum probably won’t 
have to pay more than the maximum, leading to claims that the 
sentencing changes disproportionately punish drivers on lower 
incomes. 

Are there any ways in which the magistrate can alter this regime? 
A magistrate can decrease your fine due to mitigating factors, but on 
the other hand they can choose to increase it based on other factors. 

Are fines the only punishments speeders can get? 
Depending on the severity of the offence, a magistrate could also 
choose to discipline drivers in other ways as well as fining them.  
Speeding drivers could be disqualified from driving either temporarily 
or permanently, while they can also choose to add points to your 
driving licence.  However, for less severe offences drivers with clean 
licences can still opt to attend a speed awareness course in order to 
avoid penalty points. 



 

 

 



 

 

 


