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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Mervyn Wells 01249 811125 

Distribution Coordinator Ian Willox 01249 811653 

Webmaster Dave Massey 01249 817926 
 

Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy 

and related correspondence to: 

Mr Mervyn Wells 

44 Newbury Avenue 

CALNE 

SN11 9UN 

 

Tel: 01249 811125 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 N/A 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL 
March to me always seems like we’ve 

turned a season’s corner and we are out 

of the darker days of winter.  It’s as 

though we are all waking up and finding 

our feet after a period of hibernation.  

This month it’s daffodils, Mothering 

Sunday, Lent Lunches and even a 

Stewsday at Church.  Let’s hope that we 

enjoy good weather this month that lets 

us get out into our gardens and resurrect 

them after the winter bashing they’ve 

had and go for country walks without 

getting up to our ears in mud!.   

So get out there and enjoy! 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00  

Tuesdays:  3 March, 17 March, 31 March, 14 April 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 - 10:25 

Mondays:  23 March, 20 April, 18 May 

A NOTE FROM W ILL BLAKE OF PSG 

PSG are performing at the Calne Spring Sing on the 

18th of April.  

It would be fantastic to have a following of villagers there 

on the day to show that we are a community choir that 

attracts a broad spectrum of people, to come and watch us.  

More details on next month’s inSPIRE.  

Will 
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GARDENING STEVE 
Hi to all you gardeners. 

March is a month when you should see 

improving weather; the days start to get 

longer and hopefully warmer and we can 

forget the cold winter and look forward to 

Spring.  There is still time to prune all your 

bush and shrub roses; I have just finished 

pruning the 600 roses on the lower terrace. 

When you prune the roses try and cut out 

all the old and dead wood, cutting down to 3ft from the ground.  You could 

leave them a bit higher if you wish depending on how tall the roses grow.  

When clearing up try and remove all the leaves from the roses and the 

ground as this will stop the spread of black spot.  Give the roses a good 

handful of rose fertilizer then mulch them with horse manure.  This will get 

them off to a good start.  

When it’s a good sunny day, try giving the lawn its first cut but not too low 

and then you could even scarify and feed the lawn.  When the weather gets 

a little warmer, and the sun gets stronger, ventilate the greenhouse a little.  

Plant your onion sets and prepare the seedbeds ready for all your sowings 

of vegetables.  Let’s hope we have a good Spring.   

See you all next month.  

Stephen Starr 

Bowood Gardener 

HELP NEEDED! 
Despite asking for someone to take over the Distribution Coordinators job, 

we have had no responses yet.  As this will be my last month distributing 

the magazines we do really need someone to take over.  We also need a 

distributor to deliver the 20 magazines to the houses at the bottom of Old 

Derry Hill - that is from the house No 1 Old Derry Hill Farm to the end.  

Someone from one of these houses would be ideal.   

I would like to thank Averil, who has been doing the deliveries, for all her 

help over the past few years.  

Ian Willox. 
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COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 
Once again, I am happy to report a reduction in crime on our rural 

area for the Month of December and January. 

Although numbers of reported crimes are down, please 

remain vigilant and consider extra security measures 

wherever possible.  Make life as difficult as possible for 

thieves, so that they don’t want to return to our villages.   

Anything you see that you are not happy with – please call 

us.  Take any registration numbers and we can check them out. 

Rogue Traders Warning: 
This week we have received several reports of Rogue Traders targeting 

locations in Calne by way of letter dropping properties with flyers 

advertising to do general household maintenance work. 

On the evening of 30/01/2015 an elderly Calne resident was taken to a local 

cash machine where a large amount of cash was withdrawn, which we 

believe was in relation to a very small amount of work, which had been 

completed at his property. 

Although an incident of this nature is extremely rare in Calne, it does 

happen, and we are urging anyone with elderly parents or relatives to be 

mindful of their home security and anyone approaching their properties 

offering to do work for them, or paying them any unwanted attention.  

We are also asking members of the Community to report anyone they see 

behaving in a suspicious nature on 101 or 999 if a crime is in progress.  

If you are able to take note of vehicle registrations, number of persons and 

descriptions, these would be of great assistance to us in trying to identify 

suspects. 

The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust 
(Registered charity 1153790) 

The Trust provides a free Home Security Service for the over 60 or 

vulnerable and disadvantaged people in Wiltshire, who have become, or 

are at risk of becoming, victims of crime or domestic abuse.  The Trust is an 

independently funded charity which works in partnership with Wiltshire 

Police, and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue 
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Once the Trust has been contacted, an appointment is made by the Bobby 

Van Administrator for an operator to visit homes and conduct a full 

security and fire risk assessment.  With the agreement of the client, 

appropriate devices are installed to secure the property.  Time is spent 

offering reassurance and advice on how to protect the house against crime 

and fire risks.   Their operators drive Police marked vehicles and dress as 

Police Support Staff. 

The Bobby Van Trust offers talks to community groups and clubs in a pro-

active approach to securing homes for all over 60’s or those vulnerable due 

to disability. 

If you know someone in your community who would benefit from a visit 

please call 01380 861155 or 101 and ask to be put through to the Bobby Van 

Trust to arrange a visit.   The Trust also sign posts to our support agencies 

such as Aged UK. 

Wiltshire and Swindon Community Messaging 
You can now join for free messages - by email, text or voicemail - about 

policing and crime matters relating to your area and interests by joining 

Wiltshire and Swindon Community Messaging. 

Wiltshire Police and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Wiltshire and 

Swindon, Angus Macpherson, are committed to involving communities in 

the prevention and reduction of crime and anti-social behaviour. Working 

alongside Neighbourhood Watch, Wiltshire and Swindon Community 

Messaging aims to improve the flow of information between communities 

and the police. 

The neighbourhood policing team at CALNE has already started to use 

Community Messaging.  

https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/  

To join Wiltshire and Swindon Community Messaging for free please visit 

the above link and click on the ‘Join’ button.  Wiltshire and Swindon 

Community Messaging is NOT monitored 24 hours a day.  Always call 999 

in an emergency or 101 in a non-emergency. 

If you wish to contact us for anything, please email myself or PCSO Andy 

Willox.  We are always happy to help.  

Sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 

Andrew.willox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
mailto:Sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:Andrew.willox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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SOUNDS GREAT! 
We’ve had a new sound system installed at Christ 

Church, which sounds wonderfully clear.  It includes 

a ‘loop’ system for the hard of hearing, CD player and 

various wireless microphones.  It’s even possible to 

connect an iPod or a laptop. 

So, as somebody recently remarked, no excuse now to 

fall asleep during the sermon! 

This project was made possible by a kind legacy from Derek Lawton and 

funds from the Friends of Christ Church. 

STEW AND PUDDING EVENING .  
Come and join us at Christ Church Derry 

Hill on 17th March - 6pm - 8pm for an 

evening of delicious stews with 

dumplings and puddings.   

Adults £6 Children 5 years to 12 years £3.  

Gluten free and vegetarians catered for.  

Bring your own alcoholic drinks.  Soft 

drinks will be available to buy.   

This is an evening not to be missed and 

will save you cooking after a long day!  

Proceeds go to the Fabric Fund of the 

church.  

For tickets and info contact Stephen Starr on 01249 821325 or 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com    

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES  
It is that time of the year again!  Please hand your 

box into Christ Church in time for Mothering 

Sunday 15th March.  Any problems please ring me 

(Sarah Hooper) 01249 658285. 

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com 

CALNE WITHOUT 

PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING 

 

Monday 2nd March 2015, 19.30 

Lansdowne Hall,  

Petty Lane, Derry Hill 

 

Members of the public are invited to 

attend and may address the meeting on 

any matter relevant to the Parish 

Council. 

G Turner       Parish Clerk 

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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FULKE FITZWARINE AND K ING JOHN  
Walk down Studley Lane and turn left going past 

Studley Corner in the direction of Stanley.  At the 

top of the hill look across the fields to the right: 

there once stood one of the finest Cistercian 

Abbeys.  And here in 1201 King John laid siege to 

try to capture his enemy. 

John ‘The Bad’ (‘Lackland’) had a troubled reign, 

culminating in the loss of his French duchies and 

a Barons War and his having to accept 

Magna Carta, on which is based the very foundation of Western democracy 

and just government.   

The origin of this specific conflict however goes back to his childhood, 

when even then John was exhibiting many of the worst traits of that famous 

Angevin character when he was playing chess with his friend Fouke or 

Fulke Fitzwarin (a scion of one of the fiercest and proudest of the Norman 

families), who checkmated him.  In a temper Prince John snatched up the 

chessboard, and struck Fouke who returned the assault with such vigour 

that John fell against the wall, struck his head, and lay senseless. As soon as 

he recovered he ran sobbing to his father, King Henry II (the founder of 

many just laws), who told him he richly deserved what he had got; sent for 

his tutor, and ordered John to be flogged.   

John bore grudges, was venal, vain, intemperate, and overbearingly proud 

so never forgot the affront.  When he was King, he seized Fulke's estates. 

Fulke armed his followers, and aided by other barons (who smarted under 

John's tyranny) carried on a petty warfare against the Sovereign.  His 

adventures and escapes in many a county of England would make a long 

tale.   

Once in North Wilts, when in ambush in Braden Forest, news reached him 

of the approach of a party of merchants bearing rich cloths and other 

valuable goods purchased in foreign parts for the King and Queen.  

Fitzwarine pounced on them, and divided the costly brocades, silks, and 

ermines among his soldiers then released the merchants, and sent his 

compliments to their Majesties for their acceptable present.   
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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John, outraged, was soon on his track, 

and hunted him from place to place 

till in his desperate necessity, he ran to 

sanctuary in Stanley Abbey.   

"Here he was besieged," (says a Latin 

MS. in the Bodleian) “for fourteen 

days”.  But came out safe in the peace 

of the Church, and was reconciled to John in the following year, 1202 and 

pardoned in November 1203.   

He recovered Whittington and all his lands and remained in the king's 

peace until joining the baronial rebellion in support of Magna Carta in 1215.  

He was not reconciled to the king until 1217, and died c.1256-7. 

With Hereward the Wake, Eustache the Monk, Robin Hood and Fouke le 

Fitz Waryn, we have the form of the English outlaw romance in which the 

heroes' adventures represent a mixture of history, legend, and myth.  They 

give us one of our greatest archetypes: the English hero fighting for justice 

against tyrannical governance. 

© Stephen B. Cox stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com  

ATTENTION ALL ANIMAL LOVERS 
Hello.  My name is Joseph Jones and 

I live in Derry Hill.   

On April 26th I will be running in 

the London marathon for my charity 

Animal Care Trust.   

Some of you pet owners may have 

seen me around Derry Hill, Calne or 

Chippenham with my dog Dexter, a 

Hungarian Vizsla.  

If you could please visit my web page and donate a small amount to the 

charity as they do great work to keep the animals we love happy and 

healthy. 

http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JosephJones  

Thanks for your donation and if you see me with Dexter please say hello!!! 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JosephJones
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the 

Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 

2nd February 2015. 

Councillors were requested by 

Wiltshire Council to submit ideas for 

road names for the new Marden 

Farm development on the far side of 

Calne otherwise the builder will 

submit their own.  There was further 

discussion on what the grant from 

Sun Edison should be spent on.  It was thought that this could probably be 

best dealt with by a sub-committee formed by councillors from each ward. 

Councillors were informed that the recent refurbishment of the War 

Memorial had been well received in the village. 

Neighbourhood Planning progress was discussed and the councillors were 

requested to compile a list of businesses in each ward to feed into the plan. 

The council will meet again on 2nd March 2015 7.30pm at the Lansdowne 

Hall, Derry Hill.  Members of the public are welcome to come along.   

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is 

now on the website.  www.Calnewithoutpc.org   

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,  

Parish Councillor 

CHRISTIAN A ID 
This year, 2015, Reverend Ann is taking part in the Christian Aid Abseil 

from St Mary’s Tower in Devizes on Sunday 10 May at 3:30pm.   

You can read all about it and maybe even make a donation by visiting 

https://www.justgiving.com/Reverend-Ann-Massey/ or by visiting the 

Village Stores in Derry Hill and filling in the sponsorship form.   

This is instead of a door to door Christian Aid collection for this year only! 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/Reverend-Ann-Massey/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN MARCH 

1st March – Lent 2 
8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP Said) 

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW) 

11.00am Derry Hill Mattins 

4.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 

8th March – Lent 3 
9.30am Foxham Family Service 

11.00am Bremhill Holy Communion 

11.00am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion 

15th March – Mothering Sunday  
8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP Said) 

9.30am Foxham Mothering Sunday Family Service 

11.00am Derry Hill Mothering Sunday Family Service 

4.00pm Bremhill Mothering Sunday Family Service 

22nd March – Lent 5  
9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion 

6.00pm Foxham Evensong 

29th March – Palm Sunday (BST begins) 
9.30am Foxham Palm Sunday Family Service 

11.00am Bremhill The Passion 

11.00am Derry Hill The Opening Days of Holy Week 

6.00pm Bowood Evensong with Holy Communion  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Come and experience The Bahamas! 

Jesus said to them "Do you know what I have 

done to you?" 

Join us on March 6th 7pm for the 2015 worship 

celebration written by WDP Bahamas held at 

Christ Church Derry Hill. 

All welcome.  Coffee afterwards. 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
For Derry Hill, March 1955….. 

The Mothers’ Union Service and 

Meeting on Wednesday, March 7th, 

has been cancelled.  There is to be a 

Quiet Afternoon on the previous 

day, Tuesday the 6th, at Lyneham 

Vicarage.  The next meeting of the 

M.U. will be on Wednesday, April 

11th at 2.30pm, when Mrs 

Bosanquet will be speaking. 

The date when our Confirmation 

candidates will be receiving the 

‘Laying on of Hands’ will be 

announced this month.  This rite is 

the completion of the Sacrament of 

Baptism, postponed until the 

candidates either have come to 

years of discretion, or have decided to ratify the vows made for them at 

their baptism.  So many god-parents these days are shirking their 

responsibilities or breaking their vows that ere long the Church will have to 

consider suitability of people nominated for this important office.  It will be 

a shock if the Vicar says, ‘No, you are not a sufficiently responsible person.’  

Mothering Sunday, March 11th, our annual service will be at 2.30pm, when 

fathers as well as mothers are invited.  During Holy Week the services will 

be: Holy Communion, 7.30am, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday; Mattins, Litany and Ante-Communion, 10am; Children’s Service, 

2 to 3pm; Devotional Service, 7.30pm; the Choir will sing excerpts from 

Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ and Maunder’s ‘Olivet to Calvary’, together with 

suitable hymns.  On Easter Even we shall be decorating the church for 

Easter at 10am.  Any assistance you can give will be most acceptable.  

On Easter Day the services will be: Holy Communion at 11am, Children’s 

Egg Service at 2.30pm; Evensong at 6.15pm.  Will all those who have Lenten 

boxes please bring them to Church on Easter Day. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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JACK’S FUNNY CORNER 
Here are some funny headlines I’ve collected over the years: 

 Something went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says 

 Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers 

 Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over 

 Miners Refuse to Work after Death 

 Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant 

 War Dims Hope for Peace 

 If Strike Isn't Settled Quickly, It May Last Awhile 

 Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures 

 Enfield (London) Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide 

 Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges 

 New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group 

 Astronaut Takes Blame for Gas in Spacecraft 

 Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 

 Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half 

 Hospitals are sued by 7 Foot Doctors 

And the winner is.... 

 Typhoon Rips Through Cemetery; Hundreds Dead 

Best wishes 

Jack  www.jackstephens.co.uk  

AND THERE ’S MORE. . 
Two wartime headlines from the Times 

newspaper… 

 Earl Hague Flies Back to Front 

 Eighth Army Push Bottles Up 

Germans 

http://www.jackstephens.co.uk/
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PEAR AND GINGER UPSIDE-DOWN CAKE 

175g (6oz) Golden syrup 

4-6 

Ripe-ish pears, peeled, 

halved with the core 

removed 

100g (4oz) Butter, soft 

100g (4oz) Caster sugar 

2 Eggs, beaten 

100g (4oz) Self –raising flour, sifted 

Between half and 

two teaspoons, 

(whatever you 

fancy!) 

Ground ginger 

Preheat the oven 160°C, 325°F, GM3.  Line a 6inch round tin. 

Beat the butter and sugar together until light and fluffy, add in the Golden 

Syrup then the eggs one at a time adding a little flour after each egg, then 

add the rest of the flour and ginger and beat well.  I’m partial to ginger so 

I usually put in a good heaped tea spoon but add as much or as little as you 

like, it works equally well with cinnamon. 

Lay the pear halves flat side down in the prepared tin.  Pour in the cake 

mixture making sure the pears are covered. 

Pop into oven for about 45 minutes, it could take less, possibly more 

depending on the size of the pears so just keep checking it. 

Remove from oven and either serve warm with custard (quite delicious) or 

wait until cooled and enjoy with your afternoon cuppa….smug in the 

knowledge you’re eating one of your five a day! 

The Secret Chef 

D ING DONG DERRY H ILL! 
Viridor Credits  – Wiltshire Steering Group considered our 

application on 11th February and have referred the application to the Board 

of Trustees who meet on 27th March.  We hope to receive good news soon 

after Easter. 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
Members met in Church on 

Feb 4th.  Four members 

attended, and enjoyed, the 

‘Wave of Prayer’ service on 

February 6th at Pewsey.   

There will be a ‘Sacred Spaces’ conference on 21st May and a couple of 

members will attend with a view to setting up a Sacred Space Display in 

church.. 

The ‘Celebration of Love and Marriage’ service on 8th February, timed to 

coincide with ‘Marriage week UK’, was well attended. The church looked 

lovely as it was decorated as if for a wedding with Robyn, Deidre, Christine 

and Judi doing the flowers and Claire doing seasonal candle decorations in 

the windows.  A display of wedding dresses lent by Belinda and Claire 

along with photos of members’ weddings were displayed at the front of the 

church.  Refreshments, again on the wedding theme, were enjoyed along 

with Nan’s sparkling fruit cup. 

There will be a ‘Quiet Day’ on 25th March, which is Lady Day, which will 

be held at St. Mary’s Church Calne. 

The next meeting is on March 4th at 2.30pm in Christ Church 

New members and visitors are always welcome.  

For information call Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

EASTER DRAMA! 
Make an Easter Play in a day!  Come to Christ Church, Derry Hill on 

Wednesday 1st of April and have some fun. 10am until 2pm, bring some 

lunch and if you are under five a parent or carer.  We are going to create 

your own play in only a few hours so you can perform it to an audience at 

1.45pm.  Wear comfortable clothes you can move in and be ready to act, 

sing and join in the games that will lead us to create the Derry Hill Easter 

play 2015.  There are limited places so please sign up by March 28th.  Please 

e-mail Reverend Ann (ea.massey@btinternet.com) or Marnie Forbes 

Eldridge (marniefe@talktalk.net) for further information or to book your 

place.  Open to ages 4-11 and free! 

mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:marniefe@talktalk.net
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dear All 

As we enter Lent we become focussed on preparing for Easter.  In this 

bitterly cold weather with persistent coughs and colds in tow, it is lovely to 

think of warmer days ahead when the winter blues will be shattered! 

There will be lots to do as we surface from the winter gloom, as can be seen 

in the pages of this magazine – life is, and will not be dull! 

I hope in your busyness though that you will have time to think about 

Easter and the renewal the Easter season brings.  It is not a coincidence that 

Easter is timed to coincide with nature waking from its winter sleep and 

entering into new growth and glory.  The birds’ eggs will be hatching, the 

fresh bright green leaves bursting forth, the daffodils blooming, and of 

course the grass begins to grow too – prompting the dusting off of the 

lawnmower and looking for those weeds that, for us, spoil the beauty! 

Easter is a wonderful time!  As the hope of new life comes from all around 

us we also have spiritual hope within us.  We journey with Jesus to the 

cross – the greatest humiliation anyone could ever suffer – and see him rise 

over the centuries to become King across the world for millions of people.  

What a transformation. 

We too can transform, as Jesus did, through prayer and trust in God 

following the Way of obedience that Jesus took.  Nothing is impossible. 

I hope to see you at some point during Holy Week and Easter.  There is 

plenty to do – Easter Drama for the children, Reflections during Holy Week 

and a Passover Meal on Easter Eve, as well as the Easter Celebration of 

Holy Communion and Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Day.  I leave you with….. 

The First Gold of Dawn 

The long day 

stretched into night 

and time crept onward 

towards the new day. 

With the first gold of dawn 

came a resurrection, 

a new hope that grew 

with the rising sun, 

                                     and went out to a waiting world.           Jean Murdoch 

With love.  Ann 
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OLDE FASHIONED VALUES 
 (AUTHOR UNKNOWN) 

We met and we married, a long time ago. 

We worked long hours when wages were low. 

No telly, no wireless, no bath – times were hard, 

Just a cold water tap and a walk up the yard. 

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors, 

We put coal on the fire and never locked doors. 

Our children arrived to fill in those days 

And we brought them up without any ‘State Aid’. 

They were quite safe to play in the park 

And the old folk could go for a walk in the dark. 

No valium, no drugs, no L.S.D. 

We cured most of our ills with a good cup of tea. 

If you were sick you were treated at once 

No fill in a form and ‘come back in six months’. 

No vandals, no muggings, there was nothing to rob, 

We felt quite rich with ‘a couple of bob’! 

People were happier in those far-off days, 

Kinder and caring in so many ways. 

Milkmen and paper boys used to whistle and sing, 

A night at the pictures was our only mad fling. 

We all had our share of trouble and strife, 

We just had to face it, that’s the pattern of life. 

But now I’m alone, I look back through the years, 

I don’t think of the bad time, the trouble and tears. 

I remember the blessings, our home and our love,  

and that we shared them together….. 

I thank God above. 

Sent in by Brenda Beint 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Our meeting started with an informative talk by 

our local Parish Councillor, Richard Aylen, about 

the Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan.  We 

have the power to decide the type, location, size, 

pace and design of development that will impact 

on our quality of life and, with this in mind, we 

were asked to complete several relevant 

questionnaires!!  Let’s hope our views make a difference. 

A big Thank You to all those who knitted, made or cooked things for our 

Christmas Fayre stalls.  We made over £70 for our funds and had fun at 

both venues.  

Dates for Diaries: 
Ann will host our next Coffee Morning on Tuesday 3rd March at 10.30am. 

and there will be a cake sale table, so please bring something along. 

The March lunch will be at Neston Farm Shop on Friday March 27th at 

12.30pm.  We will look into a walk in the area and more details will be 

available at the next meeting. 

We are considering going on a trip to Hampton Court Flower Show on 

Friday 3rd July, with Whitehall Garden Centre, at a cost £60.  The trip 

leaves Whitehall Garden Centre at 7am and goes straight to the Flower 

show, with a comfort break, fortunately!  There is another trip to Hampton 

Court, with Barnes Coaches, on Saturday 4th July, which costs £49, picking 

up at Chippenham Library at 7.25am and Calne Library at 7.40am. If 

anyone wishes to go please contact Tina and we’ll see what can be 

arranged. 

There will be a Bowood Ladies Lunch on Thursday 5th March, at a cost of 

£22.50 - the guest speaker will be the ‘Hat Lady’ from Devizes.  If you wish 

to attend could you please phone Bowood, mentioning WI and Jackie 

Green’s name so we can all sit together. 

Our Secretary, Tina, and two other members of the committee are stepping 

down at our Annual Meeting and these places will need to be filled.  We 

have been fortunate enough to have a couple of volunteers but if anyone 

would like to join the committee, please put your name forward at the next 

meeting – you will be welcomed with open arms!! 
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF APRIL SERVICES 

in Christ Church Derry Hill  
Holy Week Begins Monday 30th March 

Monday 30th  7.30pm Reflection and Compline 

Tuesday 31st  7.30pm Reflection and Compline 

Wednesday 1st 

 

10-2pm 

7.30pm 

Easter Drama! 

Reflection and Compline 

Maundy 

Thursday 2nd 
7.30pm Holy Communion with Washing of Feet 

Good Friday 3rd  2.00pm Reflections at the Cross (No Hymns) 

Easter Eve 4th  6.30pm Passover (Please book with Rev Ann) 

Easter Sunday 5th 11am Easter FC with Egg Hunt (CW) 

Sunday 12th 11am All Age Holy Communion 

Sunday 19th 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 11am Family Service 

Sunday 26th 11am Holy Communion 
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The next meeting will be on Wednesday 25th March and the subject will be 

Pots for the Patio by Maureen Hinton.  The competition will be a 

Gardening Book. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or Tina on 814145, or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are 

held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, 

Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila 

STUDLEY VILLAGERS ’ UPDATE 
We had a great response to the ideas 

suggested at our Christmas gathering, 

ranging from jumble sales to book clubs, 

picnics to barbeques.  Most people 

supported regular coffee mornings, a 

summer social gathering of some sort and 

a Christmas get together.  We held our 

second coffee morning on Saturday February the 7th, when a good time 

was had by all.  It is brilliant to see such a wide range of ages attending; 

from age three up to...  I am too polite to ask! 

Looking ahead, we have organised a couple more coffee mornings, and are 

planning to combine them with some of the other suggestions.  So please 

note down these dates in your diaries. 

Saturday 25th April – Coffee morning and plant ‘swap’.  As well as 

offering refreshments and a chance to get together, you can bring in any 

spare plants that you would like to swap with other gardeners. 

Friday 5th June – Coffee Morning 

July - We are currently looking into ideas for a Summer Social to bring the 

village together for some fun, hopefully in the sun! 

Also, if you are a fan of Facebook, why not look up Studley Villagers new 

page?  You can join our group and ‘like’ the page when you visit. 

Many thanks, once again, to everyone who helped at the last Coffee 

Morning, especially those who made cake! 

Angie Cleverly 
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ENGLISH SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION 

highly unsuitable for Foreign Language Students 

I take it you already know 

of tough and bough and cough and dough? 

Others may stumble, but not you 

on hiccough, thorough, lough and through. 

Well done!  And now you wish perhaps, 

to learn of less familiar traps? 

Beware of heard, a dreadful word 

that looks like beard and sounds like bird 

and dead; it’s said like bed not bead 

for goodness sake don’t call it ‘deed’. 

Watch out for meat and great and threat. 

(They rhyme with suite and straight and debt). 

A moth is not as moth in mother 

nor both in bother, broth in brother, 

and here is not a match for there 

nor dear and fear for near and pear 

and then here’s dose and rose and lose. 

Just look them up – and goose and choose. 

And cork and work and cord and word 

and font and front and word and sword, 

and do and go and thwart and cart - 

Come, come, I’ve hardly made a start! 

A dreadful language?  Man alive, 

I’d mastered it when I was five…… 

Sent in by Gwen Lauder. 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 

The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton.   
On an autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old 

Nella Oortman knocks at the door of a grand 

house in the wealthiest quarter of Amsterdam.  

She has come from the country to begin a new life 

as the wife of illustrious merchant trader 

Johannes Brandt, but instead she is met by his 

sharp-tongued sister, Marin.  Only later does 

Johannes appear and present her with an 

extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized 

replica of their home.  It is to be furnished by an 

elusive miniaturist, whose tiny creations mirror 

their real-life counterparts in unexpected ways.   

Nella is at first mystified by the closed world of 

the Brandt household, but as she uncovers its secrets she realizes the 

escalating dangers that await them all.  The Miniaturist is a story of love 

and obsession, betrayal and retribution, appearance and truth.  A 

thoroughly enjoyable read, full of twists and turns as secrets upon secrets 

are revealed.  By Christine Acford. 

Next book to be reviewed is ‘A passage to India’ by EM.Forster chosen by 

Sue Deedigan. 

NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
This term our topic was ‘New Beginnings’, especially relevant with new 

children and staff starting at Rub-A-Dub!  We had 5 new children starting 

as well as Emma joining us as our new pre-school assistant with Diane and 

Ali (yes, Ali is back having stepped down as manager in September, it is 

lovely to have her returning to our team!), joining our bank staff team. 

The display in the foyer has been updated to reflect our new topic so if you 

happen to be in the Hall why not take some time to have a look.  

Also, this term we focused on the Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day, and 

on Healthy Eating/Healthy Bodies.  More importantly we continued to 

follow the children’s lead and introduced other topics of interest expressed 

by them. 
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Rising Stars – this session is held on the Friday morning as is exclusively 

for those children who will be leaving us for Primary school the following 

September.  This term we covered 'Rhythm and Rhyme' as part of our 

Letters and Sounds program.  We asked parents and children to bring in 

any Rhyming stories that you wanted to share with us from home. 

Did you see our article in the February edition of the Town Crier about 

school readiness?  It explained more about school readiness and why our 

Rising Stars session is so special.  If you happen to know of someone with 

children starting school in September 2016 why not tell them about our 

Rising Stars morning at Rub-A-Dub?  They can check out our website 

www.rubadubpreschool.com as well as being welcome to visit us on a 

Friday morning to find out more. 

Committee update – we are delighted to announce that Crystal Alford has 

agreed to step into Ashley Balloch’s shoes as chair.  This is great news for 

Rub-A-Dub, as a registered charity we rely on parents to take up the key 

roles to form the committee that helps run the pre-school, and without 

them being filled the pre-school is at risk of closure. 

We would like to remind parents that as there is still a risk of wintry 

weather, (we have seen snow in March!), if the pre-school is forced to close 

then we will post a message on the home page of our website 

www.rubadubpreschool.com.  You can also check our Facebook page for 

any notices.  A useful reminder is that if Derry Hill School is closed due to 

adverse weather, then we will also be closed, so listen out on local radio for 

school closures.  

Rub-A-Dub Committee and Staff 

MOVIOLA IN THE TOWN HALL CALNE 

This will be 'The Imitation Game'  (12a)  starring Benedict Cumberbatch 

who has been nominated for an Oscar.  The film is based on real life story of 

cryptanalyst Alan Turing and the nail biting race against time to break the 

German codes at Bletchley Park. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on Weds 25th March. Doors open at 7.00 pm. 

Refreshments available. Tickets £6.00 from the Calne Information office 

(Bank House) or on the door. 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/


 

WAR MEMORIAL RESTORATION 
I feel that someone must say what a difference in our War Memorial since it 

has been refurbished.  It has really transformed it.  I believe we have the 

Calne Without Parish Council to thank for that.  They organised it and paid 

for it.  Well done Parish Council. 

Barbara Barnard 

  

 

 



 

 

WORLDWIDE TEA AFTERNOON! 
 

As part of Nutrition and 

Hydration Week 2015, 

Kingston House are holding a 

WORLDWIDE TEA 

AFTERNOON 

Everyone is welcome to come 

along and join in. 

Wednesday 18th March 

2.30pm 

 


