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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Keith Treslove 01249 819077 

Distribution Coordinator Ian Willox 01249 811653 

Webmaster Dave Massey 01249 817926 
 

Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy 

and related correspondence to: 

Mr Keith Treslove 

10 Bowood Close 

Derry Hill 

Calne 

SN11 9QZ 

Tel: 01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 N/A 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL 
I do hope this month turns out to be a bit 

more than ‘April Showers’.  Now the 

days are getting warmer let’s hope we 

can get out and about a bit more.  If you 

have just moved to the area, or lived 

here for years and fancy a guided walk 

please see elsewhere in this tome details 

of the Community walk on 12th April.  

Adults, child and dogs on a lead 

welcome.  Of course some folk are out 

and about every day in all weathers 

walking their favourite canine, which is 

good for both parties.  I swear my Gran survived to a good old age because 

she had to walk her pooch every day.  Unfortunately barely a week goes 

past when somebody complains to me about dog mess left on a pathway 

somewhere.  I’m not going to reiterate the reasons why it shouldn’t be left 

but would like to say that I know that a number of dog owners are also 

upset by this anti-social and downright dangerous practice, not to mention 

the rest of us canine free residents.  It reflects badly on the vast majority of 

dog owners who automatically do the right thing.  If you happen to spot 

somebody not doing the right thing please report them or drop a line to 

Derryhill@aol.com.  Ed 

CHANGES TO THE MAGAZINE TEAM 
I’m delighted to announce some new members to our team.  

Keith Treslove is taking over from Mervyn Wells to become 

the new Advertising Co-coordinator.  Many thanks to 

Mervyn for a steady hand on the tiller and helping us keep 

our advertisers happy.  

Kevin Rowland has kindly offered to help Ian Willox with the distribution 

of the magazine.  Averil Davis has agreed to be our special features 

correspondent.  

Thanks also to our 23 distributors and to Dave Massey, tirelessly working 

away as our compiler and webmaster.  Ed 

mailto:Derryhill@aol.com
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GARDENING STEVE 
As I am writing this we are enjoying some spring 

weather.  The daffodils are just flowering and the 

trees are beginning to show signs of life.  Well, 

April can sometimes bring warm sunny days, but 

be careful; you can still get some really cool 

nights.  When the daffodils have flowered dead-

head the flowers, as this will put food back into 

the bulbs.  The roses now should be growing.  

Now is the time to spray the roses for black spot 

and aphids; spray at fortnightly intervals, 

thoroughly wet the leaves.  The best time to spray is early in the morning or 

evening.  Keep on mowing lawns regularly and edge the lawns to keep 

then looking neat and tidy.  Prune Forsythias and Chaenomeles.  These two 

shrubs put on a terrific show of colour on wood made the previous 

summer.  Now is also the time to cut back the flowered shoots on more 

established shrubs.  Cut out a third of the older growth to the base of the 

plant this will encourage new shoots to grow from the base. 

Happy gardening, see you all next month  

Stephen Starr 

Bowood Gardener 

PSG IS ROCKING IN CALNE! 
Come on down to Calne for a great day of 

fantastic live vocal music!  Derry Hill's Pop, Soul 

and Gospel Choir (PSG) will be performing on 

the 18th of April at the 'Calne Spring Sing' 

festival with a range of brand new pop, soul and 

gospel material as well as some old favourites 

from previous concerts!  We very much hope that some of the local 

community will come down to show their support for us as we perform in 

a variety of venues across Calne along with a host of other talented choirs 

from across Wiltshire.  We also hope that this performance will help to 

attract new members from the local community to join the Choir for fun 

filled rehearsals every Tuesday night at the Lansdowne Hall in Derry Hill.   

Will Blake 
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COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 
We have had several reported crimes this month. 

22nd Feb: Hare Coursers were sighted in Yatesbury. 

Please do call us if you witness any such incidents. 

Should we catch the persons involved, we will 

always prosecute. 

24th Feb: Cherhill Cricket Club was the victim of a 

burglary to a shed. Mindless offenders removed fire 

extinguishers and threw them in the lake. 

25th Feb: At Cherhill an exhaust pipe was stolen from a parked 

unattended vehicle. 

9th March: A burglary in Yatesbury.  Offenders have gained entry to a 

premises and stolen a very large quantity of fuel from 2 artics. 

11th March: A window pane was smashed during the evening and 

alcohol stolen from Derry Hill Post Office. 

Please remain vigilant and report anything you might think is suspicious.  

Registration numbers are always good intelligence. 

Wiltshire and Swindon Community Messaging is now up and running.  

You can join for free messages about policing and crime matters relating to 

your area. 

www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk  

Our Facebook site is well worth a look – it shows up to date information on 

what we are up to here at Calne Neighbourhood Police Team.   

www.facebook.com/calnepolice  

As usual we are always happy to help.  Please email or call. 

sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

andrew.willox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill 

Community Beat Manager – Rural Calne 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 
The APCM of Christ Church Derry Hill will be at 7:30pm on 14 April 2015 

in the church.  All are welcome. 

http://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
mailto:sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:andrew.willox@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk


8 

 

 

  

 



9 

EVERY FLOWER COUNTS 

Volunteers Needed For Annual Stock Take Of UK’s 

Wildflowers  
The new National Plant Monitoring 

Scheme (NPMS), launching in spring 

2015, will for the first time enable 

scientists to take an annual stock take of the UK’s wild plants and their 

habitats, but to do this we need the public’s help.  We are looking for 

volunteers to carry out surveys of wildflowers and their habitats that will 

provide robust evidence of which widespread plants are increasing or 

declining, as well as indicating the changing state of our most valued 

habitats such as grassland, fenland and even road verges.  Plants are 

nature’s building blocks and this new monitoring scheme will sit alongside 

existing schemes for the UK’s birds and butterflies to help us understand 

more about how the countryside is changing.  

How does the NPMS work?  
 Volunteers will be able to choose from three options depending on 

their level of expertise: recording from a short or an extended list of 

target species in each habitat or recording all species they find in 

their plots.  

 Volunteers will be given a 1km square with a grid showing up to 

25 locations.  Surveyors will be asked to visit three of those 

locations and carry out surveys in square plots and then identify 

two linear features such as hedgerows, rivers and road verges and 

survey these locations too.  

 The squares have been randomly chosen, but with a focus on 

squares containing habitats of interest.  

For enquiries and interviews please contact Hayley New on 

hayley.new@plantlife.org.uk or call 07741 314155.  We also have stunning 

images available.  

The NPMS is a partnership of the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland 

(BSBI), the Biological Records Centre (within the Centre for Ecology & 

Hydrology), Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) 

mailto:hayley.new@plantlife.org.uk
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CALNE W ITHOUT COMMUNITY 2015 

SPRING WALKS 
Why not join us on Sunday 12th April?  We have arranged a 

series of three walks to suit all members of the family.  

Choose from either an easy going 1.5 mile walk, a 4.5 mile 

walk that takes us down dale and into Calne.  Here you can 

catch the 55 bus back to Derry Hill.  The third walk is 8.5 

miles, which is the 4.5 mile walk but coming back to Derry 

Hill through the lovely Bowood Estate. 

All walks start at 14.30 hours from the Lansdowne Arms Derry Hill and 

each walk will have a leader.  Enjoy good company, a bit of history and see 

a beautiful part of our parish.  For further details go to www.calnerural.org 

or email derryhill@aol.com. 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00  

Tuesdays: 14 April, 28 April, 12 May 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 - 10:25  

Mondays: 20 April, 18 May, 15 June 

THE CALNE BUSINESS FAIR 

16 May 2015 
This event will be taking place at Calne Town 

Hall between 10am and 1pm and once again will 

coincide with the Annual Lions Duck Race. 

Its aim is to showcase businesses situated in SN11 

area and the surrounding villages. 

If you run a business this is a unique event to 

meet other businesses in the area and contact 

members of the public.  

Booking via: 

www.booking.calnewiltshire.com/events/calne-business-fair-2015/  

http://www.calnerural.org/
mailto:derryhill@aol.com
http://www.booking.calnewiltshire.com/events/calne-business-fair-2015/


12 

 

  

CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com 

To Let. 

Please contact the Advertising Coordinator 

Mr. Keith Treslove - 01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com 

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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ANIMAL HOMES  
Every creature needs a home, I am 

sure we all agree.  A home is for 

protection, for breeding, for feeding.  

Yet since time began over 99% of all 

creatures that have ever existed 

have become extinct.  Not all 

through our doing- but enough to 

make us question our right to this 

wonderful planet.  Many native 

species of animal are now under 

threat of extinction: light, sound and 

air pollution, loss of habitat, pesticides, human greed, overbuilding, and 

other factors amount to total war on wildlife!  What does this big ecological 

and historical picture have to do with us in our villages?  Quite a lot.  Our 

little gardens can be a life saver for species: they provide little habitats 

which linked up through a village create corridors and sanctuaries across 

the landscape which can mean the difference between survival and 

extinction. 

Yes your garden too!  So much is under threat in our landscape and 

wondrous English countryside today.  We have lost many native species in 

the last 60 or so years.  Others are on the danger list.  So where does your 

garden fit into this?  Very simply your garden can be a microcosm of and 

magnet for wildlife.  It does not have to be grand.  But there is a lot you can 

do - it’s great for children too to learn about the human place in the great 

scheme of things.  Here are some ideas. 

That old log?  Don’t put it in the bin - put it in the garden in an unwanted 

or hidden spot.  It will soon become a home for various insects and also 

fungi.  And while you are about it, if you pile a few stones or rocks in a 

little heap (you could even make this a garden feature) once again some 

amphibians, insects and so on will overwinter there and make a home.  

How about a little pond? 

If you have a shed do makes sure there is some space for small creatures to 

get underneath: frogs, newts, toads, mice, voles, shrews, slow worms etc 

will make a den there given time. 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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And if you have a little money or are handy 

with DIY what about nesting boxes for bats, 

owls and birds?  A bug hotel, a butterfly rest, 

bee box, hedgehog shelter.  

Then of course there is planting- nectar rich 

flowers and shrubs as I listed in the October 

2013 issue of the Parish Magazine - which do 

wonders with the colour and richness of your 

garden and for wildlife.  And if you can manage it try to have a little spot 

where Nature can just do its own thing uninterrupted by human hands 

(apart from making sure things like nettles don’t take over). 

If you were to look at a map of our houses from above you would see just 

how important our gardens can be to help stem the wave of destruction 

and extinctions threatening our countryside.  Give it a go.  It’s fun, 

educational, a great hobby and a joy when you sit back in your garden and 

see the creature who now come to visit you. 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust is a great resource for information and advice.  

They run educational projects.  And why not link in with Studley and 

Derry Hill Wildlife group on Facebook?  Happy wildlifing!  

Stephen B. Cox     (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

Links: 
Our group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/StudleyDerryHillWildlife/    

Wilts Wildlife Trust: http://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/  

MOVIOLA AT THE TOWN HALL 

A Most Wanted Man  (15)  Thriller 
Phillip Seymour Hoffman stars in one of his final 

performances as a rumpled agent who likes his whisky.  

The film starts in Hamburg with a man dramatically 

emerging silently from a river.  Hoffman discovers that the mystery man is 

a Chechen refugee who has come to lay a claim to the bank deposit of his 

late Russian father.  The cast is impressive and the plot vintage Le Carre. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on 22nd April at 7.30pm.  Doors open at 

7.00pm.  Refreshments available.  Tickets £6.00 from Calne Information 

Centre or on the door. 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/StudleyDerryHillWildlife/
http://www.wiltshirewildlife.org/
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without 

Parish) 

The Parish Council met on 2nd March 2015. 

The first part of the meeting was taken up with the 

Parish Meeting with the Chairman giving his 

report of the year.  The highlights were that the 

new website was up and running and the 

Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well.  At Public Speaking time an issue 

was raised about a high hedges blocking riders’ views on a bridleway in the 

Small Grain area.  The owners are to be approached by parish councillors.  

Another resident asked about the field between Old Road and the A4 being 

developed.  He was referred to the Neighbourhood Plan Drop in session in 

the Hall that was to happen two weeks later.  In the ordinary meeting, 

updates were given on Site Allocation Development, the Calne 

Neighbourhood Plan and the Renewable Energy Steering group.  The terms 

of reference for the Sun Edison grant were discussed and agreed.  Members 

for the sub-group to discuss the allocation of that grant were decided upon. 

The council will meet again on 6th April 2015 - 7.30pm at the Lansdowne 

Hall, Derry Hill.  Members of the public are welcome to come along.   

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is 

now on the website.  www.calnewithoutpc.org    

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,  

Parish Councillor 

CHRISTIAN A ID 
This year, 2015, Reverend Ann is taking part in the Christian Aid Abseil 

from St Mary’s Tower in Devizes on Sunday 10 May at 3:30pm.   

You can read all about it and maybe even make a donation by visiting 

https://www.justgiving.com/Reverend-Ann-Massey/ or by visiting the 

Village Stores or the Church and filling in a sponsorship form.   

This is instead of a door to door Christian Aid collection for this year only! 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
https://www.justgiving.com/Reverend-Ann-Massey/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325  

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN APRIL 

 

Holy Week Begins Monday 30th March – All in Derry Hill… 

Monday 30th  7.30pm Reflection and Compline 

Tuesday 31st  7.30pm Reflection and Compline 

Wednesday 1st 

 

10-2pm 

7.30pm 

Children’s Easter Drama! 

Reflection and Compline 

Maundy 

Thursday 2nd 
7.30pm Holy Communion with Washing of Feet 

Good Friday 3rd  2.00pm Reflections at the Cross (No Hymns) 

Easter Eve 4th  6.30pm Passover (Please book with Rev Ann) 

 

5th April - Easter Day 

8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30am Foxham All-Age Communion with Egg Hunt 

11.00am Bremhill All-Age Communion with Egg Hunt 

11.00am Derry Hill All-Age Communion with Egg Hunt 

   

12th April - Easter 1 

9.30am Foxham No Service – Tytherton Ride 

11.00am Bremhill Holy Communion 

11.00am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion  

6pm Bowood Evensong with Reverend Annie Wintour 

19th April - Easter 2  

8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion 

11.00am Derry Hill Family Service 

6.00pm Bremhill Evensong 

   

26th April - Easter 3 

9.30am Bremhill Family Service 

11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion 

6.00pm Foxham Evensong 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
For Derry Hill, April 1955….. 

Mrs Hudson and I wish to express 

our most grateful thanks for all the 

kindnesses shown us during our 

joint illness.  We rejoice, not only in 

the help offered and given, but also 

in the wonderful parochial spirit so 

shown.  Visiting clergy have 

commented on this friendly spirit 

shown in the congregation. 

Our choir will be going to 

Hilmarton in Holy Week to sing 

Maunder’s “Olivet to Calvary”.  

The Holy Week services at Derry 

Hill will be as follows:- Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Holy Communion at 7:30 a.m.; 

Good Friday, Mattins, Litany and Ante-Communion, 7:30 a.m.; Children’s 

Service 10 a.m.; Devotional Service 2 to 3 p.m.; “Olivet to Calvary”, 

7:30 p.m.; Easter Eve, Ante-Communion 7:30 a.m.; Short Service of 

Preparation for Easter, 6:30 p.m.  We shall be decorating for Easter at 

10 a.m.  Memorial gifts of Easter lilies will be most acceptable.  The services 

on Easter Day will be Holy Communion 7 a.m., 8 a.m. and 12 noon; 

Mattins, 11 a.m.; Children’s Egg Service, 2:30 p.m.; Evensong 6:15 p.m.  

Easter Monday and Tuesday, Holy Communion, 7:30 a.m. 

Look out for the date of the Annual General Meeting.  Notices will be 

placed outside the church. 

A thought for Eastertide – Sorrow enhances the subsequent joy.  It is the 

shade which makes the sunlight brighter.  There is no resurrection without 

first the pains of death.  No cross, no crown! 

A Happy Easter to you all. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF MAY SERVICES 

All in Christ Church Derry Hill  

3rd May – Easter 5  

11.00am Mattins 

4.00pm Praise@4  

10th May – Easter 6  
 

11.00am All Age Communion (CW) 

Thursday 14th May  

7.30pm Ascension –Holy Communion 

17th May – Easter 7 
 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am Family Service (Christian Aid) 

24th May – Pentecost 
 

11.00am Holy Communion (CW) 

31st May – Trinity Sunday 
 

11.00am Holy Communion (CW) 
The three parishes will come together for this service which will be 

followed by a ‘bring and share’ lunch.  After lunch everyone is 

invited to join in a discussion of Bishop Nicholas’s project to ‘Pray, 

Serve and Grow’ in our churches.  Archdeacon Ruth will lead us in 

discussion.  This is an open invitation to anyone who is interested 

in developing the church contribution to society as a whole. 

CHILDREN AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH 
An experiment at the Mothering Sunday Service in Christ Church, where 

the children were engaged in organised activity at the front of the church 

was deemed to have been a success as mothers were able to participate in 

the service whilst more easily keeping an eye on their children.   

We plan to continue with this arrangement during future Family Services. 
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KEY L IME P IE 
Serves 6-8 (or 1 greedy 13yr old boy!) 

200g digestive biscuits, crushed 

50g Butter, melted 

1 
tin of condensed milk (I used the light 

version and it was just as lovely) 

1 egg 

4 Limes.  Grated zest of 3 and juice of 4. 

1 Lemon.  Juice only 

Preheat oven to 200°C, 400°F or GM6. 

Pop the biscuits on a bag and crush them with a rolling pin.  I didn’t do it 

too fine as I prefer it a bit rustic but you crush them as you want.  Add the 

melted butter and mix well. 

Put the mixture into a 22cm loose bottomed tin (It doesn’t need greasing). 

Press it down well with the back of a spoon or your hand. 

Lightly whisk the condensed milk with the egg.  I did it for about 

4/5 minutes.  Stir in the zest of all 4 limes but leave a little back for a garnish 

and also the juice of the limes and lemon. 

Pour the mixture into the cake tin and level out. 

Bake in the oven for about 10 minutes.  Leave to cool before you put it in 

the fridge. 

Once cooled completely, remove from tin sprinkle with a touch of icing 

sugar and pop the remaining lime zest in the centre for garnish and serve. 

I made this at the weekend when friends came for supper…In fact I made it 

the day before and kept it in the fridge so it made life much easier on the 

Saturday…such an easy recipe.  The original had less lime in it but I really 

like the sharpness of the lime so added more, feel free to do the same.  I also 

suggest you hide the leftovers as when you go to bring the them out for 

Sunday lunch pudding and find an empty plate it can get embarrassing! 

Happy Baking!!!! 

The Secret Chef 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION –  DERRY HILL 
Members met in church on 

March 4th.  As usual opened 

the meeting with prayer. 

Members voiced their delight at the success of the ‘Celebration of Love and 

Marriage’ service and are full of enthusiasm for next year with perhaps a 

bigger and better display of wedding memorabilia. 

On March 25th there is a ‘Quiet Day’ at St. Mary’s Church in Calne.  Five 

members hope to attend.  We were also given notice of a ‘Sacred Space’ 

conference at Wilton on May 21st. 

Our meeting speaker was Joanne Treffett, representative for Community 

Development.  Her interesting and enthralling talk told of the projects in 

hand that concern helping families in various fields such as parenting and 

gender based violence.  A scheme called ‘New start’ especially interested 

our new members.  It related to helping parents whose children are starting 

school through any difficulties they may experience. 

Joanne also suggested that instead of trying to recruit new members, which 

is difficult in these times, when younger women have so many calls on 

their time, try having ‘Supporters Groups’.  This would entail encouraging 

non-members to help with specific projects and events, which would have 

clear aims and be quite finite, so not taking up endless time and effort.  

Joanne’s suggestions gave members good ideas of how we could publicise 

and expand our efforts in the community.  The next meeting is on April 1st. 

New members and visitors are always welcome.  

For information call Deirdre on 01249 822157. 

THE LANSDOWNE HALL 
The Annual general Meetings of the Trustees and the Management 

Committee will be held on Thursday 9th April 8pm in the NEW Meeting 

Room the Lansdowne Hall, Petty Lane, Derry Hill.  

All Hall users and residents of Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane are 

welcome to attend.  Refreshments will be served.  Do come along and find 

out how the Hall is doing 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
We’re back!  It’s that time of the year when the fete 

committee teases you with little snippets of information to 

arouse your taste buds and generally warm you up for the 

great afternoon that is the Derry Hill and Studley Fete, and 

the first thing to say that we hope it is as warm an afternoon 

as last year.  Do you remember that smashing day?  While 

2013 was essentially too hot, 2014 was about as perfect a day 

as you can imagine when planning these events and the day passed off 

really well for all of us.  Things that stand out in my memory were the 

brilliant barrows dressed in a 1914/Great War theme, the queues for the ice 

cream and the bar, the great performances by the children and others in the 

main arena and the many entries in the Arts & Crafts Show – some 

interesting personal competitions were played out in our household I can 

tell you! 

So, the 2015 fete will be held at the Lansdowne Hall and school field from 

1:30pm on Saturday 11th July and we would be delighted if you could join 

us for what is already shaping up to be another great day.  We are proud to 

announce that again this year our Arts & Crafts Show will be sponsored by 

PSP Insurance and Financial Solutions, this is their 3rd year of silver 

sponsorship and we are grateful to them for their continued support of our 

fete.  The schedule of classes for the Arts & Crafts Show is in preparation 

and should be available on-line and from many local outlets in the near 

future.  The number of entries increased by 10% last year so the show is 

clearly grabbing your attention, perhaps this year is your chance to get 

involved?   

In other news, we are delighted that SpaceyTracy Entertainments join us 

as a bronze sponsor and will again provide our Entertainment Zone.  Last 

year, we introduced a new concept whereby we charged a single entrance 

fee per child to the Entertainment Zone and they could enjoy the benefits of 

bouncing, tumbling, dodging and falling for as long as they wished 

throughout the afternoon.  Feedback suggested that this was a welcome 

approach and so we intend to adopt the same approach again this year. So 

the advice is to make your way to the entrance of the Entertainment Zone 

as soon as you can on arrival to maximise your child’s exposure to bouncy 

castles etc. 
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Alongside the Arts & Crafts Show and the Entertainment Zone there will be 

the usual mix of stalls provided by village groups and others, refreshments 

and a variety of entertainment in the main arena, but more news on all of 

these in next month’s inSPIRE! 

Do you want to raise your company’s profile at the fete?  How about 

donating a raffle prize and/or taking out advertising in the fete 

programme?  Drop me a line on the email below and we can discuss that 

further.  Would you be prepared to help us on the day – we’re always 

looking for volunteers for a variety of tasks – drop me a line. 

For more information follow the fete organising committee on Facebook 

and twitter.  Details are: 

 
Derry Hill and Studley Fete 

 
@dh_fete 

Peter Prater 

Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com  

Phone: 07912 466453 

NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB PRE-SCHOOL 
This term our topics were Easter and Spring time as 

well as St Patrick’s Day.  The term before Easter is 

when we start enjoying getting outside more frequently 

and being involved in spring planting.  

As always, we continue to follow the children’s lead and introduced other 

topics of interest expressed by them. 

Rising Stars – this session is held on the Friday morning as is exclusively 

for those children who will be leaving us for Primary school the following 

September.  This term we explored 'Environmental Sounds’ as part of our 

Letters and Sounds program.  You may be wondering what this is all about!  

It is about getting outdoors and listening to the sounds around us, both 

natural and manmade.  We also explored the different sounds we could 

make and hear when using what we could find around us!  

We also had lots of fun on World Book Day when the children and staff 

came to the pre-school in their cosiest pyjamas and we read lots of their 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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favourite stories.  Thank you to those parents who joined us and read some 

great stories! 

And we can’t forget Red Nose Day!  To mark this special fund raising day 

we all dressed in something red and the children baked some cakes to sell 

to help raise funds for the Red Nose charity. 

The term ended with our Easter Bonnet Parade and a lovely service held by 

Reverend Ann. 

Looking ahead, the committee are in the process of planning a fun sporting 

event to help raise funds for some much needed outdoor learning 

resources.  So look out for more news on what this is about and how you 

can join in to support your local pre-school over the coming weeks! 

To find out more about the pre-school why not visit our website 

www.rubadubpreschool.com and a reminder that parents can always keep 

up to date with what is going on by checking our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/rubadubpreschool - don’t forget to ‘Like’ us! 

Finally, Rub-A-Dub will re-open after the Easter holiday on Monday the 

13th April.  When we start the Summer Term, we will be looking forward 

to some brighter warmer weather to be able to get outside and enjoy the 

garden on a daily basis so don’t forget to start bringing in named sun 

protection lotion and hats! 

Enjoy your Easter and we hope the Easter Bunny visits your home! 

Rub-A-Dub Committee and Staff 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Just to let you know we are still here!  We 

are checking the defibrillators each month 

and generally keeping an eye on them.  

Hope you are also keeping an eye on any 

suspicious people or cars lurking as the 

possibility of theft is still there, 

unfortunately.  We are investigating 

CCTV cameras for the phone box and 

Studley Chapel as I write.  There is one 

outside the village hall already so 

hopefully that will be a deterrent. 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rubadubpreschool
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We are getting a replacement cabinet for Studley, under warranty, as the 

first one they sent us has an intermittent fault on the door lock and has got 

some rust on the corners of the door. 

Asda are still collecting green counters for us at Melksham in March so 

thank you to those of you who have voted for us! 

We are still working on First Aid courses possibly for the youth 

organizations in the village.  Watch this space! 

Any suggestions for further fundraising will be most welcome. 

Emma Dadd   01249  817438  emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards  01249  816364   bryher3@talktalk.net  

CARE WORKER SHAVES HEAD FOR CHARITY 

Derry Hill care worker Susan Carr completed a 

charity double on 27th February as she had her 

head shaven for Kingston House care home and 

Dorothy House hospice care.  In addition to 

raising money towards the running of the Derry 

Hill care homes’ mini bus by having her head 

shaved, Ms Carr has donated her lost locks to 

Dorothy House so they can be used to make a 

wig for cancer sufferers.  The eight-seater bus, 

which costs around £5,000 a year to run, is a vital 

part of the care homes' work transporting residents to the shops or on day 

trips to places like Butterfly World or Weston-Super-Mare.  

Ms Carr, who works as a care worker at Kingston House, said: “It’s all to 

help the residents. It started to keep the mini bus on the road, the residents 

enjoy going out in the minibus and I said I would raise money and have my 

head shaved.“  If people are stuck indoors they can deteriorate, if they go 

out and have a normal life even just shopping it boosts morale they seem a 

lot happier than doing nothing.  “I am going to donate my hair to Dorothy 

House to make a wig for someone with cancer, it makes me feel a bit better 

and this way I am doing a bit for cancer as well.”  

Staff and residents of Kingston House made an occasion of Ms Carr’s effort 

by holding a barn dance, hog roast and raffle to raise more money and push 

mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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the overall total towards the £1,000 target.  Manager Carol Grainger said: 

“The mini bus is a big part of getting out into the community so obviously 

we need to keep it up together.”  

Kingston House, which recently scored 956 out of 1000 on 

www.yourcarerating.org, has also been re-accredited with an Eden 

Alternative award for improving the lives of the elderly and their carers by 

eliminating loneliness, helplessness and boredom.  Ms Grainger said: “We 

were one of the first homes in Wiltshire to be 

validated.   “It gives a name to what we do; it 

makes sure we give people a good life.  We have 

lots of contact with animals and children as you 

would on the outside and do a lot of things in 

the community.   “This was a revalidation, it 

means we continue to look at things to make 

people’s lives more interesting.”   Donations can 

be made by sending cheques to Kingston House 

or by visiting El Pradas Hair Salon, who helped 

with the head shave, on Lodge Road in 

Pewsham. 

DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Alan Truscott gave us a fascinating talk about 

‘Blue and White China and the Willow Pattern’.  

He brought lots of his Blue and White collection of 

china for us to touch and examine, which we 

thought was very brave of him – some dated from 

the 1700s - until he told us that they were all 

cracked and not worth much!!  There are many 

versions of the Willow pattern story and he talked us through a few of the 

them - we dated our samples by the differing sizes of pagodas, styles of 

bridges, numbers of people on the bridge, position of willow trees and 

apple trees and whether you had doves in the sky or not.  It was all very 

interesting.  We still prefer the story where the lovers are turned into doves, 

a much nicer ending! 

http://www.yourcarerating.org/
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Dates for Diaries: 
The lunch on 27th March will be at Neston Farm 12.30pm.  Members are to 

meet at 11.30am at the Hall to share lifts.  If there are any changes to the 

arrangements we will let you know. 

Fritillaries!!  We are hoping to visit the Fritillaries in the North Meadow in 

Cricklade again this April.  This could possibly be on Thursday 16th April 

but we will check the website for suitable dates - watch this space! 

Due to the great success of our last meal, to celebrate the new kitchen in the 

Village Hall, we are having a second one by popular request!  So please put 

Wednesday 8th April in your diaries - 7pm for 7.30pm.  Can’t wait! 

Our speaker on the 22nd April will be Judi Wray-Bliss and her talk will be 

on ‘18th century Bath - The season’.  The competition item will be for an 

evening bag or purse, so get your finery out, ladies. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are held on the fourth 

Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 

7.30pm.    

Sheila 

BOOK CLUB REVIEW 

The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 
This is a very long read and not an 

easy subject matter but brilliantly 

written.  It is the winner of the 

Pulitzer Prize for fiction 2014. 

Aged 13, Theo Decker, Son of a 

devoted mother and reckless, 

largely absent father, survives an 

accident that otherwise tears his 

life apart.  Alone and rudderless in 

New York, he is taken in by the 

family of a wealthy friend.  He is 

tormented by an unbearable longing for his mother and down the years 

clings to the thing that most reminds him of her:  a small, strangely 
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captivating painting that ultimately draws him into the criminal 

underworld.  As he grows up, Theo learns to glide between the drawing 

rooms of the rich and the dusty antiques store where he works.  He is 

alienated and in love – and his talisman, the painting, places him at the 

centre of a narrowing ever more dangerous circle. 

The Goldfinch is a haunted odyssey to present day America and a drama of 

enthralling power.  Combining unforgettably vivid characters and thrilling 

suspense, it is a beautiful addictive triumph – a sweeping story of loss, 

obsession, survival and self-invention, of the deepest mysteries of love, 

identity and fate. 

Chosen by Catherine May. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:   
On Friday evening (6 March 2015) the World Day of Prayer service, written 

by the women of the Bahamas was prayed.  Around twenty people took 

part, directed by Sonja Strange who has been organising this service for the 

past 30 years.  She has done a fantastic job but has now decided to retire 

from the ‘front line’!  We are therefore hoping someone will step up to the 

mark to organise this service next year.   

There are elements of music, drama, and much symbolism.  If you have a 

creative urge then this service is for you to flex your muscles!!   

Please let Reverend Ann know if you would like to have a go!  Meanwhile, 

huge thanks from us all for doing such a great job yet again Sonja! 

If you would like to know more and have access to Google then google 

‘World Day of Prayer’ and there will be lots of information. 

STEW AND PUDDING EVENING.  
Christ Church Derry Hill on 24th April - 6pm - 8pm for another evening of 

delicious stews with dumplings and puddings.  The last event on 17 March 

was a great success.  More than one person thought that prices were too 

low so they have been increased very slightly.  Adults £7.50 Children 

5 years to 12 years £4.  Gluten free and vegetarians catered for.  Bring your 

own alcoholic drinks.  Soft drinks will be available to buy.  Proceeds go to 

the Fabric Fund of the church.  

For tickets and info contact Stephen Starr on 01249 821325 or 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com    

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
There is definitely the feel of spring in the air!  The daffodils are beginning 

to bloom – just in time for Mothering Sunday.  The primroses are surfacing 

in their many colours.  All in all the signs of spring that bring hope and a 

feeling of being past the worst part of the winter with better times to come 

are here.  The death of winter turns to renewal of life in spring.  It seems to 

come from nowhere! 

Of course, it is no accident that at the same time as the landscape is 

changing from the dreariness of winter we are preparing spiritually for 

Easter – that wonderful festival – the most important in the church year, 

(yes, even more important than Christmas!). 

Sadly, even though it is the most important season in the church calendar it 

is not the focus for many.  Part of this, I believe, is the relief of better 

weather, thoughts of summer and relaxing holidays with family and 

friends.  And there is the lure of chocolate Easter eggs too after no 

chocolate, no wine etc during Lent! 

So, people come to Easter with relief in their hearts and in expectation of 

enjoyable times ahead relaxing with family and friends doing the things 

they enjoy. 

But what about the Spirit of God that dwells within each of us?  How do we 

care for it and nurture it?  The Spirit within us is important; it is what 

guides us when we pay attention to it, in our choices as we journey 

onwards. This Spirit was first recognised on that first Easter Day when each 

person who knew Jesus well enough, or wanted to know him, were able to 

recognise His Spirit within themselves – that He was with them.  It has 

been passed from generation to generation of believers ever since. 

To enhance your holiday why not try and join in the Easter celebrations in a 

church wherever you are on 5th April.  Your spirit will be refreshed and 

your body and mental being too, I feel sure, will benefit from the 

experience.  If you don’t recognise the Spirit working within you now, you 

may do after making room for Him in your hearts during this holiest of 

seasons.  May the Spirit of God dwell deeply within you and be known to 

you, and grow within you this Easter time. 

With love and best wishes always. 

Ann 



 

GOODBYE W INTER BLUES 
February is always a dull time of the year so what better time to say 

“Goodbye Winter Blues” and raise funds for an amazing charity?  Over 100 

people came to the Lansdowne Hall to raise funds for HEADWAY 

(Swindon District).  It was organised by John & Janet Baumber with June 

Jennings and raised £2,155 for this association which has helped transform 

Mark Jennings life. 

Mark suffered a terrible accident in 2012 and was in Frenchay Hospital for 

many weeks paralysed from the neck down and at one point he was told he 

might not be able to talk, swallow or walk again.  Thanks to the love and 

support of his Mum June, daughters, Kimberley & Charlotte, his sister 

Dawn and, until his sad death in 2013, Dad Tony, and all his friends, (and 

his own relentless determination) he is making a remarkable recovery.  

With the professional guidance and care from HEADWAY he is regaining 

skills we all take for granted. 

Mark received a unanimous standing ovation for his first public speech of 

thanks (see photograph) and he topped this with a spell on the dance floor; 

amazing progress achieved with the support from Headway. 

Richard Benham, (a life-long friend of Marks) and his RAINDROPS kept 

the guests dancing to music from the 60’s and 70’s, and a magnificent 

Mediterranean buffet supper was presented by Peter Vaughan and his staff 

from the Bistro in Devizes. 

Thanks go to the all the supporters, helpers and the Lansdowne Hall Team 

who look after this splendid hall. 

John Baumber (Feb 2015). 

 

Mark making his first 

public speech – with John 

& June - and what a 

success! 

 

 

Photograph by Douglas 

Colborne 



 

MOWER SHED CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
They say that a picture is worth a thousand words so all that I will tell you 

is that the churchyard mowers will soon be moving in to their new luxury 

accommodation in the corner of the Vicarage garden.  And a massive vote 

of thanks is due to anyone whom you are able to recognise in the following 

photographs….   Dave Massey 

  

 
 

  

  

 


