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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Keith Treslove 01249 819077 

Distribution Coordinator Ian Willox 01249 811653 

Webmaster Dave Massey 01249 817926 
 

Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy 

and related correspondence to: 

Mr Keith Treslove 

10 Bowood Close 

Derry Hill 

Calne 

SN11 9QZ 

Tel: 01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 N/A 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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Coordinator 

Mr Keith Treslove –  

01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com 

 

 

 

THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL  
As I write this the May weather isn’t exactly 

encouraging and the late May Bank Holiday is 

nearly upon us.  I just hope that the weather bucks up and we can enjoy 

a decent summer in this lovely country of ours.  One of the enjoyable events 

of the summer is our brilliant Fete.  I see from the details just out that we 

are going to have another Wheelbarrow Parade.  I was astonished by the 

ingenuity of those who took part last year and am looking forward to the 

next batch.  In a recent discussion we had in church I mentioned that one of 

the ways we get to meet and talk to the various organisations of the village 

is at the Fete.  What a wonderful, informal way of finding out about what is 

available in the village.  Another way is to read this magazine.  I hope more 

and more organisations will make contributions of news and events to 

publicise what they do, which will also help them to recruit new members. 

Ed 

FUNDING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY PROJECT 
Following their installation of the 9MW solar farm at High Penn on the 

edge of Calne, Sun Edison has donated a community benefit fund to Calne 

Without Parish Council.  Ed Jones, Chairman of the Parish Council, said 

“We are very grateful to Sun Edison for donating this fund.   We are keen 

for the fund to directly benefit the residents of Calne Without, so we are 

appealing to local groups to come forward and request funding”. 

The Parish Council has drawn up a list of criteria that must be met in order 

to be considered for a donation.  The overall theme is to enhance our 

environment and our use of it.  Within those parameters the opportunities 

are wide ranging.  A village group might want to plant some trees or 

establish a wildflower meadow;  improve an outside play or community 

area; restore a foot or cycle path; or it could be a contribution to a 

renewable energy project on a community building.      

If your group has a suitable project and is based in the Parish of Calne 

Without, or you would like to discuss anything further, please contact our 

parish clerk Geoff Turner at cwpclerk@gmail.com or via our website 

www.calnewithoutpc.org. 

mailto:cwpclerk@gmail.com
http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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GARDENING STEVE 
Plants should be growing now in the garden.  While I am 

writing this we have been enjoying some really warm 

and settled weather.  Even the swallows have returned 

from their winter migration in Africa.  Keep up regular 

feeding on all houseplants usually once a week.  After the 

spring flowers have died down get the ground ready for the summer 

bedding.  These can go in around the end of May when the danger of frost 

has passed.  You can now plant up your hanging baskets and keep them in 

the greenhouse until they are established.  The roses should now be really 

growing, keep spraying fortnightly.  If you see any sign of black spot 

remove the leaf and spray; if you don’t it will soon spread.  Stake your 

herbaceous borders before they get too tall.  Keep up the good work in your 

gardens because it's now you can see all your hard work you did in the 

winter rewarding you with colour and healthy plants.  See you in July. 

Happy gardening! 

Stephen Starr  Bowood Gardener 

MOVIOLA IN THE TOWN HALL 
 ‘Elsa and Fred'  (12a)     
Christopher Plummer and Shirley Maclaine at their 

best. 

Starring in a heart-warming story of old-age love.  

A great supporting cast and a nice story. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on Weds June 24th at 7.30pm. 

Doors open at 7.00pm.  Refreshments. 

Tickets £6.00 available from the information office (Calne) 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Wiltshire Council is currently reviewing its library 

service and has published a list of those mobile sites it 

intends to finish.  The Derry Hill stops are not on that list. 

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14:50 - 16:00 
Tuesdays: 9 June, 23 June and 7th July 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 - 10:25 
Mondays:  15 June, and 13 July 
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COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 

Speed Enforcement 
Our speed checks in the rural areas continue.  

On 28th April, 2015 we attended East Tytherton where 

a check was completed at the 30mph limit.  Seven 

drivers were given verbal warnings for driving slightly 

over the limit.  Two were issued with £100 Fixed 

Penalty notices for travelling at 43 and 52 mph.  This 

offence carries three penalty points on a driving licence. 

Compton Bassett drivers received five warnings for driving slightly over 

the speed limit in the 30mph limit. 

Headington was also checked with a zero result. 

A driver was stopped at Cherhill in the 40mph limit driving at 57mph.  

He did not have a valid driving licence.  His punishment at court is a £200 

fine, and a six-month disqualification. 

Rural Crime 
Overnight on 1-3rd May a burglary took place at Quemerford Gate and a 

further burglary at Ratford overnight on 6th May. 

During the afternoon of 6th May, a child’s Nemesis bike was ridden off by 

a male who took it from a private garage. 

Sandy Lane saw the theft of garden furniture including a Char-broil gas 

grill BBQ. 

At Cherhill White Horse lay by, a handbag and contents were stolen from a 

parked car during the afternoon of 11th May. 

Please be mindful that the rural areas of Wiltshire are currently suffering 

a spate of thefts and burglaries.  Please try to put extra security on outer 

buildings.  The burglaries shown here have all occurred in outer buildings. 

Outside lights are always a good deterrent. 

Fraud involving Fishmongers 
Please can I make you aware of some Fish Mongers who are travelling 

Wiltshire and the Calne area in an unmarked white van selling fish. 
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These are fraudulent and are currently being investigated by Trading 

Standards as there have been reports of them targeting the elderly by 

getting them to buy fish and when paid by card, instead of a person 

believing they are paying £3.50 they take £350, this is well known and the 

banks are aware of the scam.  If you see anything suspicious then please 

report it on the 101 or 999 system. 

We are increasing our patrols and working with the intelligence from 

trading standards to target these individuals. 

And Finally 
See what we are up to if you get a spare moment.  Please follow us on 

www.facebook.com/calnepolice. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill   sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

Community Beat Manager - Rural 

Calne NPT Calne Police Station Silver Street Calne SN11 0JF. 

OUR FEATHERED AERIAL ACROBATS 
I must admit to having been impatient this 

spring.  The old saying “One Swallow doesn’t 

make a summer” is certainly true.  I kept looking 

at the skies, but they were a little late arriving- 

apparently blown off course and thus delayed by 

the high winds we had.   

Small wonder: it’s a long way from South Africa 

where they over-winter to come back year after year to the same locality 

(and the same nests). 

They are now firmly arrived in our villages I am relieved to say.  They 

especially seem to like the skies between the A4 and all the way down 

Studley Lane and across in the direction of Derry Hill also.  Feeding on the 

wing and when they have young they need to catch 6,000 insects a day!  

They have developed a slender, streamlined body and long pointed wings, 

which allow great manoeuvrability and endurance, as well as frequent 

periods of gliding.  Their body shape allows for very efficient flight, which 

costs 50–75% less for swallows than equivalent passerines of the same size.  

All manner of insects appeal to them.  If you have a pond you may well 

find them (as I do) swooping low across your garden.  Such a delight! 

http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
mailto:sonya.stockhill@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk
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They lay their eggs between May and August and often produce two or 

three broods.  The last being tricky to ensure the young are fattened up and 

agile enough for the long journey south.  The little ones leave the nest 18-21 

days after hatching, and both parents feed them.  First year breeders like to 

build a nest close to where they were born and raised. 

They have been hit badly by modern farming practice: insecticides and 

modernisation of old farm building where they like to nest.  They prefer 

ledges and rafters of building and both male and female build their 

saucer/cup shaped nest of mud and grasses lined with feathers. 

It was once thought that they would hibernate in the mud at the bottom of 

pools and ponds and lakes and so they became associated with 

resurrection.  In Christian mythology they were thought to have tried to 

stop the Crucifixion by taking away the soldiers nails!  And in an 

interpretation of a passage from the Book of Jeremiah the swallow 

announces spring and Christ’s Incarnation. 

You will sometimes find swallows sittings on wires chattering away.  

I could watch them for hours- they are such a joy to behold especially when 

they fly in pairs like fighter aces dancing with immense agility. 

Come late summer they will start to gather in great numbers.  You will see 

them en masse sitting on the wires in the fields behind Studley Lane.  Last 

year I had about 20 or so sitting on the wire in my garden.  By October 

sadly they have all migrated south, and we know the season truly has 

changed.  But for now they are here, so sit down and relax now and then 

and look up to the skies and watch our feathered aerial acrobats! 

© Stephen B. Cox  stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com  

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES 
Thank you to everyone who collected 

this year. We raised £228.   

If anyone would like a box to start 

collecting please contact me on 01249 

658285.   

Sarah Hooper 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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MOTHERS ’ UNION 

Nine members met for our meeting in May.  The meeting 

opened with prayers.  This was followed by discussions 

about our present and future planned activities.  It was 

felt that we should continue providing a structured 

activity for the children during family service and that 

moving this to the front of the church was proving to be 

successful.  We have now provided six cushions for the children to use 

during the service, these are in addition to the small chairs and tables.  

There is now plenty of seating available for the children. 

We finalised the menu for our Big Lunch, which will be held in Christ 

Church on Wednesday 3rd June at 12.30.  We are holding this in aid of the 

Mothers Union Away From It All and Caravan Holidays, both of these 

provide much needed holidays for families.  Although this is a donation 

only event we need to know numbers for catering purposes.  If you would 

like to come please let us know.  All are welcome. 

It was agreed that we should have our cake stall at the Village Fete in July. 

For Marriage Week next year we are planning to have a display with the 

theme of Weddings that have taken place in Derry Hill Church.  We are 

also planning to serve afternoon tea.  More on this later so please watch this 

space!!! 

Five of our members will be going on a Sacred Space Workshop at the end 

of May and are looking forward to being able to develop this within the 

church. 

For our summer meeting we are going to Lacock for afternoon tea.  Thank 

you Robyn for organising this. 

Our next meeting will be the Big Lunch on June 3rd.  We meet on the first 

Wednesday of every month, if you would like to join us or support us in 

any of our events then please come along or contact me on 01249 822157.  

Deirdre Lias 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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KINGSTON HOUSE 
A reminder that on June 19th 2pm we will be opening our doors to the 

public to come in and take a look around.  This is part of the National Care 

Home Open Day scheme.  Kingston House has decided to push the boat 

out and go one step further!  The staff and some of the residents will be 

dressing up to a musical theme.  In addition there will be Punch and Judy 

to watch, a coconut shy, ice cream and lots of other good things to try.  

You’ll be sure of a warm welcome on Friday 19th June. 

If you are having a Spring Clean do think of us for all those unwanted 

items and donate them to our Rag Bag scheme. Simply pick up a bag from 

reception and return it with your unwanted clothes etc.  So go on, have a 

clear out and put the results to good use.  Coming up in August is our 

Summer Fayre is on Sunday afternoon 30th August.   

Lynda 

DEMENTIA FRIENDS  
Many of us have the experience of 

a relative or close friend having 

one of the various forms of 

dementia.  In my case my father in 

law was diagnosed with 

Alzheimer’s disease.  For our 

family it was a difficult period of time and much of this was due to our 

ignorance of the disease.   

I wish I knew then what I know now as a result of Dementia Friends.  I 

recently attended a meeting of Dementia Friends in Calne Baptist Church 

with fellow members of the congregation.  The success of Dementia Friends 

relies on people learning a little bit about what it is like to live with 

dementia and then turning that understanding into action.  Those actions 

can be small or substantial depending on how much you want to be 

involved, from wearing a badge and informing people about dementia to 

fundraising or volunteering for a local organisation.  

For more information go to www.alzheimers.co.uk.  

Richard Gribble  

(Lansdowne Crescent) 

http://www.alzheimers.co.uk/
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on May 

11th 2015. 

The retiring Chairman Ed Jones 

was re-elected unanimously. The 

vacant position of deputy-

Chairman was filled by Kate 

Morely, again elected unanimously. 

There was discussion on the public 

response, including feedback from 

Youth Club, to the proposed renewal or removal of the goalposts in Petty 

Acre.  Councillors were delighted with the response, which was 

overwhelming in favour of the posts being replaced.  It was agreed that the 

council should work towards replacement by the Summer holidays and in 

such a way that the new posts were put up as soon as the old ones were 

removed. 

Details on the Sun Edison grants for Community Projects in Calne Without 

were further discussed.  (Further information is in this magazine and on the 

council’s website). 

Progress on the Neighbourhood Plan was described as good with publicity 

going out to landowners not already registered.  This will enable the 

Steering Group to assess available development land in the area. 

The council will meet again on 1st June 2015 - 7.30pm at the New Meeting 

Room, Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill.  Members of the public are welcome 

to come along.   

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is 

now on the website.  www.calnewithoutpc.org    

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,  

Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN JUNE 

7 th June – First after Trinity  

8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP)  

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill Mattins (BCP)  

4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4 Holy Communion  

6.00pm Bremhill Evensong (BCP)  

    

14 th June – Second after Trinity   

9.30am Foxham Family Service  

11.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill All Age Holy Communion (CW)   

    

21st June – Third after Trinity & Father’s Day  

8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill Family Service  

6.00pm Bremhill Evensong (BCP)  

   

 

28 th June – Fourth after Trinity  

9.30am Bremhill Family Service  

11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion  

6.00pm Foxham Evensong (BCP)  
 

 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

CW – Common Worship 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
For Derry Hill, June 1955….. 

May I express my grateful thanks 

to all who gave so generously at 

Easter.  This year the offering really 

does go to the Vicar, and is not 

deducted from the grant which 

raises the stipend to a minimum.  It 

came to the magnificent sum of 

fifteen guineas.  At Evensong on 

Trinity Sunday the Vicar of 

Hilmarton, Rev. K. S. Rich, will be 

conducting the service and 

preaching whilst I shall be 

officiating at Hilmarton.  It was 

most unfortunate that the date of 

the General Election clashed with 

the date already fixed for the Wilts 

Archdeaconry Mothers’ Union Festival Service at Salisbury Cathedral and 

so meant the cancelling of the event.  Lady Walter Harvey is hoping that a 

fresh date, not too late in the year, will be made available for what is a great 

occasion for the Mothers’ Union. 

We hope to start work on the walls of the church in the near future.  Can 

we depend on you for voluntary help, men to work on the ladders and 

trestles and women to wipe up the mess we make?  For several years I have 

felt that we need a cosy place where smaller groups could meet and leave 

their belongings around.  A scheme for raising the walls and roof of my 

garage and lowering the floor of the loft has been planned.  This would 

give us a lovely room, 25ft. by 15ft., with access by an outside staircase.  

There would be cupboards and a fireplace and facilities for many activities 

commonly placed under the heading handicrafts.  There are sufficient 

enthusiastic amateurs in the parish to do the job with voluntary labour.  

Much of the necessary materials has already been offered.  In due course 

these plans will be presented for your consideration and support. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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ADVANCE NOTICE OF JULY SERVICES 

All in Christ Church Derry Hill  

5th July – Fifth after Trinity 

11.00am Mattins 

4.00pm Praise@4  

6.00pm Calne Deanery Evensong in Bremhill 

12th July– Sixth after Trinity  

11.00am Community Fete Service – Venue To Be Announced! 

19th July – Seventh after Trinity 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am ‘Pet’ Family Service!! Please bring your pets to this 

potentially lively service! 

26th July – Eighth after Trinity 

11.00am Holy Communion (CW) 

STUDLEY VILLAGERS UPDATE . 
Our first annual plant bring and buy event, 

which was held in the Methodist Hall, took 

place this weekend.  It was very well 

attended, and we raised eighty six pounds 

towards the running of the hall and 

Studley’s new defibrillator. 

Many thanks to everyone who came and 

contributed plants, with special thanks to Steve Jones for his extremely 

healthy looking vegetable plants.  Hopefully Studley Villagers will be 

eating the produce from them in the months to come. 

It was brilliant to see some new faces including some who have just moved 

to the village and had been told that this was a way to meet people!  I hope 

they will all come to our next coffee morning on June 5th, which currently 

lacks a theme, but we are open to suggestions!  If you live in Studley you 

will get a flyer nearer to the time, to remind you, thanks to our loyal band 

of distributers. 

Looking forward to seeing you all again soon.  Angie Cleverly 
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GINGER FLAPJACK 

Flapjack Topping 
175g (6oz) Butter 175-225g (6-8oz) Icing sugar, sifted 

25g (1oz) Golden syrup 1 tspn Ground ginger 

100g (4oz) Sugar (light soft 

brown preferable) 

1-2 tblsp Cold water 

275g (10oz) Porridge oats 

1 tspn Ground ginger 

Method 
Preheat oven at 180°C, 350°F, GM 4 

Grease a 7x11 inch shallow edge square or rectangular 

tin. 

Melt the butter, syrup and sugar together.  When 

melted stir in the oats and ginger.  Mix well. 

Turn into the prepared tin and level the top.  Pop into oven for 20 minutes, 

until golden & firm.  Remove from oven & leave to cool in the tin. 

When cold make the topping.  Mix together the icing sugar, ginger & water, 

pour over the flapjack.  Leave to set & cut into pieces. 

My recipe says smooth the topping over but I’m more of a ‘drop in blobs 

from a great height’ kinda girl, so I rather liked the random-ness of my 

icing…please do what you fancy.  If you want another element to the flap 

jack you can reduce the oats by 50g and replace with shredded coconut.  

I’ve also omitted the ginger in the topping and replaced with lemon juice 

which gives it a nice zingy kick with the flapjack.   Happy Baking! 

D ING DONG DERRY H ILL! 
It has been quiet for a little while on the news front but the 

project continues.  There has been a setback in that Viridor 

declined to make a grant.  However, our project leader Ken 

Webb is made of stern stuff and is now looking at alternative 

grant schemes for help.  If anyone would like to contribute to the project 

then do let Ken know on 760682 or Ian Willox on 811653.  The team remain 

confident in the eventual outcome!  Ann Massey 
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DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
Plans are progressing well for the fete 

and you should all by now have seen 

proof of that with the flyer for the PSP 

Insurance and Financial Solutions Arts 

& Crafts Show being popped through 

your door.  I think a great job has been 

done in weaving into that show the 

general theme of the fete, which is 

children’s literature; I particularly like 

the Willie Wonka Chocolate Brownies and Harry Potter scene in a shoebox.  

Please consider which classes you will enter with your family and make 

your plans.  Schedules can be picked up from the church, Lansdowne 

Arms, Village Store and school or on-line at www.calnerural.org.  There 

will be at least three cups to be won and plenty of rosettes. 

It won’t be long now either until our volunteer raffle ticket and programme 

sellers come knocking on your door.  We are grateful to them for their time 

and energy in helping to make the fete a great experience for the whole 

community and would ask you to support them as generously as you can.  

We have some great prizes on offer again this year including annual 

membership at St Mary’s Sports Centre, golf at Bowood and Chippenham 

clubs, a Bosch toaster from K4 Kitchens and a day out at Castle Combe 

Race Circuit.  Thanks to them and all the other supporters of our raffle. 

All your favourite stalls will be back again this year.  Bottles, cakes, books, 

splat the rat and the coconuts plus several innovations I am hearing about 

too, so something to keep you all interested throughout the afternoon, and 

when you are in need of refreshment we have a variety of options again 

this year including cream teas, the bar and Rowdey Cow ice creams! 

Fancy Dress and Barrow Parade 

Finally, please look out for the opening ceremony at 2pm.  Again this year 

the main arena will be the focus of the parade of decorated barrows, now in 

its third year, so I might just get it right this time!  

 

http://www.calnerural.org/
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This year, the theme is children’s literature and we are encouraging all the 

children (11 and under) to come dressed as their favourite character 

whether they are involved with a barrow or not.   

Once the barrows are lined up in the main arena we will encourage any 

children so-dressed to come into the arena to be seen and there will be 

prizes for all.  I am aware that plans are being hatched in various corners of 

the community for barrows but I am sworn to secrecy, but if the last two 

years are anything to go by then we are in for a real treat again this year. 

Are you able to help the fete committee out on the day?  Can you spare an 

hour or so to help out on a stall or at the bar or front gate?  If you are 

willing to help, please drop me a line and we will factor you into our plans. 

For more information follow the fete organising committee on Facebook 

and Twitter.  Details are: 

 
Derry Hill and Studley Fete  @dh_fete 

Peter Prater 

Chair, Derry Hill and Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com  

Phone: 07912 466453 

THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

New booking innovations! 
It is now even easier and faster to book our village hall: when you visit 

www.lansdownehall.org there is now a link to a live Calendar of events, so 

next time you need to book for that special occasion you can scan for 

available slots 24/7/365!  When you have identified your preferred slot, 

simply email administrator@lansdownehall.org to provisionally book 

subject to confirmation and payment. 

As you are probably aware, the Hall runs as a registered charity and 

employs no full-time staff.  To keep charges to an absolute minimum, our 

new online calendar, together with other recent improvements to the email 

and invoicing systems, have been implemented to assure you get the most 

responsive and efficient service possible.  We look forward to seeing you 

soon at the Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill.  Nick Roberts 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
http://www.lansdownehall.org/
mailto:administrator@lansdownehall.org
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit 

between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If 

you would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of 

a special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 

The Tale of Murasaki by Liza Dalby  
Liza Dalby is an anthropologist specialising in 

Japanese culture and the only Westerner to have 

become a Geisha.   She was a consultant to the 

Steven Spielberg film 'Memoirs of a Geisha'.  

This novel is built from the historical fragments 

of the diary and poetry or 'waka' (a precursor to 

haiku) of the Lady Murasaki Shikibu; an 11th 

century courtier in Japan.  Murasaki was herself 

the author of Tales of Genji, possibly one of the 

first novels ever written.  

Liza Dalby tells the story of Murusaki and her 

life at the imperial court with all the daily detail 

and etiquette as she is required by the regent 

Michinaga to write her stories about Genji, with all his heroic exploits and 

love affairs.  Interspersed with her 'waka' the reader can almost believe that 

the poems were an 11th century form of 'Twitter'!  

To anyone with a thirst for Japanese history, although it lacks the highs and 

lows of Memoirs of a Geisha, Liza Dalby portrays a colourful image of life 

for a Japanese woman in this era. 

Book Club verdict:  liked, loathed, loved and interesting! 

The next book to be reviewed is ‘Headlong’ by Michael Frayn. 

Dani French 

CHRIST CHURCH SUPPER EVENING 
June 26 th Barbecue, Salads and Puddings 
Now monthly on the last Friday of the month we bring you Christ 

Church Supper Evening.  At Christ Church. 6pm-8pm.  Adults 

£7.50; Children (Under 12) £4.00.  Soft drinks will be available to 

buy.  Gluten free and vegetarians catered for.  Proceeds go to the 

Fabric Fund of the church.   

For tickets and info contact Stephen Starr on 01249 821325 or 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com   

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Time is going so quickly!  I can’t believe it is nearly two weeks since 

I abseiled off St. Mary’s in Devizes!  Yes, climbing over the edge and having 

an additional rope attached is not great for the nerves but all was good and 

I arrived on terra firma a happy bunny!  “Shaken but not stirred” and 

ready for a cuppa!  Thank you to everyone who supported me on the day, 

sponsored me and continue to donate after the event.  Next month I will 

know the final total and I am hopeful it will be close to £800.  Thank you all 

so much. 

We are now looking for volunteers that would be part of a small group 

masterminding next year’s effort by Derry Hill for Christian Aid.  To this 

end there will be a meeting either on the 17th or 24th June to discuss.  If you 

are interested please get in touch with me and I will then confirm the time 

and date that is best suited to the majority (it may be a different one!) when 

I know when people can attend. 

We have also just had a ‘Bring-n-Share’ lunch followed by discussion on 

how the church community can better serve the wider community.  

As a church we are conscious that we would like to feel a much bigger part 

of the whole community.  We will be looking at this in more detail in the 

forthcoming weeks but hope that if anyone has any suggestions on how the 

church can better serve in the parish then I would be delighted to hear! 

One way in which we are serving is to open up discussion about church, 

church life, the Christian faith and our own individual experiences of God.  

Our life experiences are formational in how we relate to God and think 

about him.  If you would like to be a part of such a group then do let me 

know.  It is good to talk and there are no rights and wrongs in discussion. 

We say what we think whilst being respectful to one another. 

No doubt I will see many of you over the next few weeks, especially at the 

Fete where I expect to be resuming the barbecuing of copious beef burgers 

and sausages after missing the event last year due to holiday.  I look 

forward to it and pray for good weather too!  Please note that we are 

planning a service on the 12th to conclude the Fete.  It will either be in 

church or a marquee!  Watch out for notices! 

With love and best wishes always. 

Ann 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Judy Wray-Bliss talked to us about ‘18th Century 

Bath – The Season’.  

We will never see Bath in the same way again as 

Judy took us through the various preparations for 

a 3-month Winter Season - from the new clothes 

and the huge hair, to the poisonous makeup and 

the mouse skin eyebrows!  And they really were mouse skin!!  Conditions 

were quite dreadful by today’s standards - we learned how to deal with 

fleas (ugh!) and also the origins of ‘daylight robbery’ and of being a 

‘wallflower’.  The wearing of beauty spots was not to be taken lightly as the 

positioning of these indicated whether you were a good girl or a bad girl! 

Dates for Diaries: 
We are sharing a Cake Stall at the Bowood Garden Festival, on Friday 5th 

June, with other WI’s.  Two helpers will be needed plus twenty home-made 

cakes!  The Festival is from 10am – 5pm on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th. 

Robyn’s ‘Afternoon Tea’ will be at her house on Wednesday 17th June at 

2.30pm and husbands and partners are welcome.  It was therefore decided 

that Andrea’s ‘garden party’ would NOT now be on Saturday 20th June 

but on Saturday 1st August instead. 

Jackie is collecting names for an outing on Thursday 9th July to Bradley 

Hall (the site of Wolf Hall).  The cost will be £7.00 per person, which 

includes a guided tour, coffee and biscuits plus entry to the garden. 

As everyone knows, Saturday 11th of July is the Derry Hill Village Fete.  

We will be doing our usual ‘Sweets and Chocolate Tombola’ and selling 

home-made items and books, so please start your making and collecting as 

soon as possible! 

Finally, we hope to be playing Crazy Golf or Pitch & Putt at Monkton Park 

for our August Meeting on Wednesday 26th.  Husbands and partners are 

invited to join us for this followed by a meal afterwards – the venue is not 

yet decided but will possibly be The Dumb Post. 

Our speaker for June will be Kirsty Gray who will be Tracing Family 

History and the competition will be for a Glass Item. 
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If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are held on the fourth 

Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 

7.30pm.   Sheila 

JACK’S CORNER 
It is getting to that time of the year when we start planning our summer 

holidays.  This is the inspiration behind this month’s column. 

These are actual complaints received by a well-known travel firm from 

dissatisfied  customers. 

 "On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find that almost 

every restaurant served curry.  I don't like spicy food." 

 "We went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with the taxi 

drivers as they were all Spanish." 

 "We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told us we 

had to bring our own swimsuits and towels.  We assumed it would 

be included in the price." 

 "The beach was too sandy.  We had to clean everything when we 

returned to our room." 

 "We found the sand was not like the sand in the brochure.  Your 

brochure shows the sand as white but it was more yellow." 

 "It's lazy of the local shopkeepers in Puerto Vallarta to close in the 

afternoons.  I often needed to buy things during  'siesta' time -- this 

should be banned." 

 "Although the brochure said that there was a fully equipped 

kitchen, there was no egg-slicer in the drawers." 

 "I think it should be explained in the brochure that the local 

convenience store does not sell proper biscuits like custard creams 

or ginger nuts." 

 "It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England. It took 

the Americans only three hours to get home.  This seems unfair." 

We were very sorry to learn that Jack passed away last month aged 62.  A resident 

of Bromham, he was always full of fun and was immensely popular at children’s 

parties for years.  We shall miss his contribution to our magazine.  Our thoughts 

are with his family at this time. Ed 
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ANXIOUS V ICAR JUMPS  

FROM TOP OF CHURCH TOWER 
No, it’s not what you think!  It wasn’t a 

suicide attempt!  On Sunday, 10th May, 

intrepid Derry Hill vicar Reverend Ann 

Massey took part in a sponsored abseil from 

the top of the tower of St Mary’s Church, 

Devizes, for Christian Aid Week. 

It was a cloudy, slightly damp afternoon, 

but that didn’t deter any of the thirty-odd 

people who took part, including Bishop Edward of Ramsbury and his wife. 

Over twenty members of the Derry Hill, 

Bremhill and Foxham congregations were 

there to support Ann and she admitted to 

being a little anxious.  

We all waited with bated breath as one after 

another came down the tower, none of them 

Ann.  She was due to jump at 3.00 p.m. but, 

some 15 minutes late, she appeared over the 

parapet.   

The only way we knew for sure it was her, because 

she was so far away and had climbing gear on, was 

by her hair, showing under her helmet.   

She walked the first part, then, gaining confidence, 

did a few little bounces to the bottom.   

I’d rather her than me! 

A big cheer went up as she landed and she 

looked a little shaken, though not stirred, 

and informed us all she was off for a cup of 

tea.   

So far, she’s raised over £700 so –  

WELL DONE ANN!        

Averil Davis 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 


