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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 

Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL  
When I was a teacher I used to look forward to this 

month when, half way through it, we would break up 

for the Summer Holidays.  Over the last school days 

there would be all sorts of preparations to get things 

finished, tinged with sadness that the pupils were 

moving on, sometimes to a new school.  Now I’m retired I still get excited 

at this time of the year with all the natural and man-made events that occur.  

It’s almost as though the country takes on a new persona and wakes up to 

getting out and doing things.  Mother Nature is in full swing with all the 

brilliant summer colours with all sorts of events to tempt us out and about.  

Garden Shows, Agricultural Shows, Fetes, Rallies abound, I could go on!  

There is so much to do for the six weeks of the holidays in our lovely isle 

you can’t beat it – providing we have the weather!  Let’s hope so.  Closer to 

home we look forward to the Fete and that evening the Sizzling Sausage 

BBQ at the Lansdowne specially put on by Paul and Ginnie to boost the 

funds of Derry Hill and Studley Heartbeat to help make sure it has enough 

funds.  Well done them and the staff and all who support the Fete. 

Ed 

CAN YOU HELP WITH THIS MYSTERY? 
Terry Wilson from Tile Court contacted me last month about 

a lovely floral tribute that was laid at the War Memorial in 

Derry Hill in May.  She wrote: 

“I was intrigued the other day to see a charming bunch of flowers resting at 

the War Memorial with a card attached.  It turned out to relate to a 

70 year old air crash in Burma and noted the names of the crew posted 

MIA(Missing in Action), both RAF and RAAF. “ 

Since then Terry, with the help of others, has been 

trying to find out about the crash and the loved ones 

who were lost in this often forgotten Burma War.  We 

would very much like to talk to anybody in the area 

who has a connection with this intriguing story so that we might, if they so 

wish, bring it to a wider audience.  

Ed 
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GARDENING STEVE 
Hi there!  At the moment we are all 

enjoying some really lovely sunny 

and settled weather.  Now is an 

ideal time to be harvesting from 

your garden not only fruit and 

vegetables but also cut flowers and 

herbs.  Continue to deadhead your 

roses.  Then give them a good feed 

of rose food and water, this will get 

them on their way to give you some 

more blooms in the late summer.  Keep up the spraying of pests on 

fortnightly intervals.  Trim your box and privet hedges.  Your containers 

and hanging baskets should be giving wonderful colour; keep up the 

watering and feeding – it’s best to feed weekly.  I suggest feeding with 

Chempak no 4, it is good and gives lots of big blooms.  On your climbing 

roses train in any young or extended shoots ready for next year’s prune.  

Now is the time to prune Wisterias; cut this season’s growth back to 6 buds 

and tie in any you want to grow higher.  Pyracanthas can also be trimmed 

to allow more sun to reach the berries.  Hope you spend some time sitting 

in your garden and enjoying your hard work!  See you all next month.  

Happy gardening!  Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener 

CHRIST CHURCH SUPPER EVENING  

Barbecue, Salads and Puddings. 
31st July 6-8pm at the Church  

Tickets £7.50 adults; children under 12 £4.  Soft 

drinks available.  Gluten free and vegetarians 

catered for.  

Tickets from Stephen Starr 

Stephen1.starr@btinternet.com 01249 821325.  

The August Supper Evening on Friday 28th is a taste of Italy - more details 

next month.  

Stephen 

mailto:Stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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TWO FROGS IN A HOLE 
A group of frogs were travelling 

through the woods, and two of 

them fell into a deep pit.  When the 

other frogs saw how deep the pit 

was, they told the two frogs that 

they were as good as dead.  

The     two frogs ignored the 

comments and tried to jump up 

out of the pit with all their might.  

The other frogs kept telling them 

to stop, that they were as good as 

dead.  Finally, one of the frogs 

took heed to what the other frogs were saying and gave up.   

He fell down and died. 

The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could.  Once again, the 

crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and just die.  He jumped even 

harder and finally made it out.   

When he got out, the other frogs shouted, “Did you not hear us?”  This frog 

was deaf.  He had thought they were encouraging him the entire time. 

MORAL:  There is power of life and death in the tongue.  An encouraging word to 

someone who is down can lift them up and help them make it through the day.  

So be careful of what you say.  Speak life to those who cross your path.  The power 

of words… it is sometimes hard to understand that an encouraging word can go 

such a long way.   

JUDGEMENT OF OTHERS 
One day a friend was watching a Chinese gentleman burning bank notes 

before the tablets of his ancestors.  The friend said, "How can your 

ancestors benefit from the smoke of your paper money?"  

The Chinese gentleman bowed courteously and said, "In the same way in 

which your dear departed relatives appreciate the flowers you put on their 

graves." 
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COMMUNITY POLICE REPORT 

Rural Crime 
A farm at Hilmarton was the 

victim of a burglary to an outer 

shed between 18th and 22nd May, 

where a Mountain bike and socket 

set along with other items were 

stolen. 

Overnight on 20/21st May, two 

properties in Derry Hill were 

burgled overnight and both lost 

garden equipment including strimmers, mowers, a chainsaw, a bicycle and 

a wood-chipper. 

June saw the Telephone kiosk cash box at Compton Bassett drilled by 

unknown offenders. 

Copper cabling and scrap metal has been stolen from a property at 

Blacklands. 

On 12th June a vehicle was parked at Blacklands on an unclassified road 

between the A4 and A361 and a handbag left inside it stolen. 

Our Rural Crime Prevention booklet that gives lots of good advice on 

keeping property safe: 

See: www.wiltshire.police.uk/information/documents/rural-crime/562-

rural-crime-prevention-booklet  

Speed Enforcement 
Once again we try to keep the speeds down in our Rural areas and on 

12th June a day’s speed checks were completed at the following locations.  

I’ll share the results with you: 

East Tytherton: One endorsable ticket issued along with 3 penalty points to 

a driver who ignored the 30mph limit, in driving at 42 mph.  5 drivers were 

stopped and offered words of advice for driving slightly over the limit. 

Cherhill: Nine endorsable tickets were issued to drivers for excess speed 

ranging from 52 to 65 mph and each carry the obligatory three penalty 

points. Words of Advice were given to seven other drivers. 

http://www.wiltshire.police.uk/information/documents/rural-crime/562-rural-crime-prevention-booklet
http://www.wiltshire.police.uk/information/documents/rural-crime/562-rural-crime-prevention-booklet
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Hazeland Mill 
Concerns have been raised regarding the use of the car park at Hazeland, 

Nr Bremhill, of groups of persons who leave an enormous amount of litter 

and further reports of the use of drugs. 

The jointly funded CCTV van has been deployed at this site. 

This is only one of the initiatives being used to combat the location being 

used as a dumping ground for litter and possible drug use.  If you see 

anything suspicious at this location please call 101. 

Antiques Roadshow 
On 25th June Bowood are hosting Antiques Roadshow for the day. 

Calne NPT will be there with our exhibition vehicle and top tips on keeping 

your antiques where they belong. 

As usual, www.facebook.com/calnepolice is always worth a look and you 

can see our ongoing work. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill 

Community Beat Manager - Rural 

KINGSTON HOUSE 
You might be wondering how Sue is 

getting on after having her head shaved 

to raise money for the resident’s 

Comfort Fund.  We are delighted to tell 

you she is fine and bubbly as usual as 

you can see from this picture. 

What is also fantastic is that her efforts 

have raised £1,391.80 so far with 

another possible £223 if we get the Gift 

Aid.  Well done Sue! 

If you are having a Spring Clean do think of us for all those unwanted 

items and donate them to our Rag Bag scheme.  Simply pick up a bag from 

reception and return it with your unwanted clothes etc.  So go on, have a 

clear out and put the results to good use.  Coming up in August is our 

Summer Fayre which is on Sunday afternoon 30th August.  Please put it in 

your diaries and come along.  

Lynda 

http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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MOTHERS ’ UNION 

On Wednesday 3rd June the Mothers’ Union entertained 

about thirty guests to the ‘Big Lunch’ held at Christ 

Church.  Over £150 was collected in donations and a 

raffle.  This will be sent to the Salisbury Diocese Mothers’ 

Union Family Holiday Fund.  The MU own a caravan at 

Sidford where disadvantaged families can go free of 

charge.  The MU also run a week’s holiday in a Christian hotel where MU 

members fund themselves to act as stewards and play-leaders.  These 

schemes are a boon to many families who would not otherwise have a 

holiday. 

 

The ‘Big Lunch’ was a very lively event with many village guests saying 

how much they had enjoyed it. 

Sue Gallagher, the MU holidays organiser brought photos and posters of 

past holidays and outlined the aims of the scheme.  She was thanked by 

Deirdre who presented her with a bouquet.  Thanks must go to Robyn for 

organising the whole day and her helpers Deirdre and Nan and also other 

members who supplied the food.  Also to be thanked is Michael who 

transported much of the food and to Chris for helping with the tables and 

chairs as well as Goff for being our ‘Official Photographer’ as usual. 

Our next meeting is July 1st at Christ Church 2.30pm. 

New members and visitors are always welcome.  

For details ring Deirdre on 01249 822157. 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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CHRIST CHURCH DERRY HILL  

175th Birthday Celebrations  
This year on October 18th it is our 

church’s birthday!  We are having a 

week of celebrations starting on 

Saturday 10th October 7.30pm with a 

concert by the Kentwood Show Choir 

from Swindon.  Tickets are £10 per 

person and are on sale from Averil 

Davis 01249 814411, Stephen Starr 

01249 821325 or the Village Stores 

Derry Hill.  

On the 16th October there will a QUIZ 

EVENING at the church, 7.30pm.  Teams of four; £20 per team.  Contact 

Stephen Starr to book a team.  

To finish we are having a special service to mark the birthday with a lunch 

afterwards.  Date to be confirmed in the August edition of InSpire. 

All these events take place in Christ Church and all proceeds will go to the 

Church Fabric Fund.  

Contact Stephen Starr for details.  More details to follow - look out for 

posters and more news in this magazine.  

Stephen 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Wiltshire Council is currently reviewing its library service and has 

published a list of those mobile sites where the service will be discontinued.  

The Derry Hill stops are not on that list. 

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 

14:50 - 16:00 
Tuesdays: 7th July, 21st July, 4th August and 18th 

August 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 

9.40 - 10:25 
Mondays: 13 July and 10th August 
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
We would like to remind everybody that if 

you come across a casualty who might need 

a defibrillator the first thing you must do is 

DIAL 999.  Then you will be in touch with 

the experts who will tell you exactly what to 

do and who will tell you the door code to 

remove the defibrillator from the cabinet if 

they think it is needed.  Also just to remind 

everybody the defibrillators in Derry Hill 

and Studley are all in haversacks with the accessories you might need, for 

ease of carrying.  So just grab the bag and go. 

You will be interested to know that our defibrillators have been called for 

three times since Christmas by the Ambulance Service.  They were not 

actually used in these cases but were available if they had been needed.  

We would like to ask everybody to let us know when this happens so that 

we can check that everything is back in the bag okay and keep a record.   

If a defibrillator is actually used the Ambulance Service will notify us 

anyway.  Thank you in advance for that. 

Sausage and Cider Sizzle!    
On the evening of the fete, Saturday July 11th, there will be a Sausage and 

Cider BBQ in the Lansdowne Arms garden starting at 6.00pm till late 

(indoors if wet).  Paul and Ginnie have generously offered the proceeds of 

the sausage sales to our defibrillator funds.  That is so amazing! 

See the poster in this magazine for further details and please note you can 

get a free ½ pint of cider on the night and discount on food in August with 

a copy of this poster.  E mail copies available on request.  

Please come and support us and enjoy a great summer evening to round off 

the day. 

Emma Dadd   01249 817438  emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards  01249 816364  bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill 

St Martin’s Church – Bremhill 

St John the Baptist – Foxham 
www.mardenvale.org.uk 

 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Retired Priest (PTO) Reverend Jim Scott 01249 813114  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) –  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

Derry Hill Averil Davis 

Pat Day 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01249 814167 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

Derry Hill Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

Bremhill Mrs Nancy Kyte 01249 815073  

 Mr William Wyldbore-Smith 01249 814969  

Foxham Mrs Elizabeth Hannah 01249 740619 

 Mrs Mary Kellond 01249 740633 

PCC Treasurers (Tr) & Secretaries (Sec) 

Derry Hill Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

Bremhill Dr David Stevens (Tr) 01249 815337  

 Vacancy (Sec)  

Foxham Mr Robert Pegler (Tr) 01249 740253 

 Vacancy (Sec)  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  

please contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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MARDEN  VALE  TEAM -  SERVICES IN JULY 

5 th July – Fifth after Trinity  

8.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (BCP)  

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill Mattins (BCP)  

4.00pm Derry Hill Praise@4  

6.00pm Bremhill Deanery Evensong (BCP)  

    

12 th July – Sixth after Trinity  

9.30am Foxham Family Service  

11.00am Bremhill Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill Community Fete Service  

    

19 th July – Seventh after Trinity  

8.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion (BCP)  

9.30am Foxham Holy Communion (CW)  

11.00am Derry Hill ‘Pet’ Family Service!!  

Please bring your pets to this 

potentially lively service! 

 

6.00pm Bremhill Evensong (BCP)  

    

26 th July – Eighth after Trinity  

9.30am Bremhill Family Service  

11.00am Derry Hill Holy Communion  

6.00pm Foxham Evensong (BCP)  
 

 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

CW – Common Worship 
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
For Derry Hill, July 1955….. 

We are very grateful to the Derry 

Hill Boy Scouts, under the 

leadership of Mr. M. Rex, for 

taking on the job of cleaning up the 

churchyard.  It will be for our 

mutual benefit, for they will be 

earning money for their camping 

and other funds and the parish as a 

whole will have easier access to the 

graves.  Of course this does not 

release parishioners from the 

responsibility of keeping tidy the 

graves of relatives.  And voluntary 

labour is always welcome, in 

caring for the graves of those who 

have no relatives and trimming the 

trees and the paths.  There is a little group of very faithful men who, 

although far busier than most others, are always ready to give a helping 

hand to the glory of God.  We owe a very great debt of gratitude to them. 

How good it was to have such a lovely day for the Deanery Mothers’ Union 

Garden Meeting at Rumsey House.  Lady Harvey’s run of bad luck with the 

weather seems to have broken at last – for which we are very thankful.  The 

speaker at the meeting, Mrs. Johnson, who is Diocesan President of 

Winchester Mothers’ Union, gave a most inspiring address.  Our own M.U. 

meetings are closed for the summer.  They will recommence in September. 

All the chairs which have so far been ordered for the Chapel have now 

arrived – ten in all.   

We have just received news that Mr. and Mrs. M.C. Tapper of Buckhill 

House are leaving at the end of September, to take over the supervision of a 

large estate in Nottinghamshire.  The moving of a family from the parish is 

always a loss, for each one of us makes a contribution of our very own to 

the life of the community.  We wish them every happiness in their new life. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council met on June 1st. 

The Council heard a presentation 

by David Gilmore and John Skinner 

on the Calne Culture and Tourism 

Group, which is hoping to expand 

the number of visits made to the 

area by tourists.  They are now 

working with towns such as 

Marlborough and Chippenham to 

make an A4 Tourist Corridor. 

The responses by the public to the Petty Acre goal post issue have been 

very strongly in favour of replacement.  The Council agreed to fund new 

ones and their installation as soon as possible.  Lord Lansdowne kindly 

offered to supply the topsoil necessary to fill in the depressions in the 

current goalmouths.  There were a number of responses that also 

mentioned play facilities for children in Petty Acre.   These responders will 

be contacted to further explore this idea. 

The council decided to award the first tranche of money from the Solar 

panel fund to Derry Hill School to help pay for PV panels on the school.  

Further details of this fund are on the Parish Council’s website. (See below). 

The council will meet again on 6th July 2015 - 7.30pm in the New Meeting 

Room, Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill.  Members of the public are welcome to 

come along.   

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is 

now on the website.  www.calnewithoutpc.org     

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,  

Parish Councillor 

 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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GLUTEN FREE FRUIT JAM BAKEWELLS 

For the Pastry 
225g (8oz) SR gluten free flour. Plus some for dusting 

115g (4oz) Butter, cut into squares 

2 tbsp Icing Sugar 

1 tsp Almond Flavouring/extract 

1 Egg yolk 

2-3 tbsp Cold water 

Rub together the flour and butter until it looks like breadcrumbs.  Add the 

icing sugar, extract, egg yolk and enough of the water to make a soft dough. 

Cover with cling film and pop in the fridge for 15 minutes.  Dust your 

surface with flour and roll out the pastry.  I rolled it to about 5mm.  I used a 

normal sized cake tin and lightly greased the tin before I put the pastry in.  

Once the pastry is in the cases, prick them and pop them back into the 

fridge for another 15 minutes. 

For the Topping 
115g (4oz) Butter 

115g Caster Sugar 

115g Ground Almonds 

3 Eggs, beaten 

½ tsp Almond Extract 

Raspberry (or your favourite!) Jam, Flaked Almonds 

Beat together the sugar and butter until light and fluffy, then add the 

almonds, egg and extract until it’s combined.  Remove the pastry from the 

fridge.  Pop a little jam in the bottom of each pastry case.  I used about a 

teaspoon in each.  Cover each jam layer with the topping, make sure you 

cover all the jam so it doesn’t bubble out over the tops.  Sprinkle with 

flaked almonds. Makes about 18 or 20. 

Cook for 10 minutes at 200°C/400°F GM6 then reduce the temperature to 

180°C/350°F/GM4 for about 15 minutes.  Watch! 

So, this is a bit of a ‘make it up as you go along recipe’.  You could use plain 

flour but I didn’t have any but the SR gluten-free worked just as well.  It’s a 

bit more crumbly a mixture but you just have to handle it more carefully.  

They were a hit at the Church BBQ so I hope you enjoy them too!   

Happy Baking!!  The Secret Chef 
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DERRY H ILL AND STUDLEY V ILLAGE FETE 
By the time you read this there will be a little 

under a week to go to the fete on the 11th July.   

Doors open at 1:30pm and the fete starts in 

earnest with the children’s literature themed 

Parade of Decorated Barrows at 2pm in the 

main arena, it closes at 5pm with the finale 

being the grand draw for some great prizes 

again this year.  On that note, look out for our 

raffle ticket sellers in advance and on the day!  Please buy the programme 

as again this year we are delighted to be able to give the lucky programme 

winner an annual pass to Bowood House and Gardens. 

Last year we had a super afternoon with great weather and some 

outstanding contributions from many parts of the community.  This year, 

weather permitting, we should have some great barrows vying for the 

SpaceyTracy Best Barrow Cup and endless bouncing in the Entertainment 

Zone.  I am particularly intrigued to see the body zorbs and the gladiatorial 

jousting. 

There is still time to get involved in the PSP Insurance and Financial 

Solutions Arts & Crafts Show.  Schedules can be picked up from the 

church, Lansdowne Arms, Village Store and school or on-line at 

www.calnerural.org.  I can’t wait to see some of the photographic entries 

for humorous selfie and best photo bomb! 

We are pleased to be joined again this year by a small but select gathering 

of local artisans at the Michael Antony Estate Agents Craft Village in the 

hall garden while in the Lansdowne Hall it is good to see the return of the 

Combat Stress charity and to be able to introduce you to Family Wise – go 

and see Kirsty and she will explain all about tracing your family tree. 

Our fete would not be complete without the community group stalls and 

I am looking forward to the Mother’s Union cake stall, Church bottle stall, 

WI tombola and books, FoDHS wine v water challenge and many more.   

In the main arena we welcome back our old favourites, Morphew School 

of Dance, Dance Divas and Rub-a-Dubs while introducing McInerney 

School of Irish Dance and, for the second year the PSG Choir! 

 

http://www.calnerural.org/


28 

This year, the theme is children’s literature and we are encouraging all the 

children (11 and under) to come to the parade of barrows dressed as their 

favourite character whether they are involved with a barrow or not.  Once 

the barrows are lined up in the main arena we will encourage any children 

so-dressed to come into the arena to be seen and there will be prizes for all. 

Are you able to help the fete committee out on the day?  Can you spare an 

hour or so to help out on a stall or at the bar or front gate?  If you are 

willing to help, please drop me a line and we will factor you into our plans.  

For more information follow the fete organising committee on Facebook 

and Twitter.  Details are: 

 
Derry Hill and Studley Fete 

 
@dh_fete 

Peter Prater  Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

Email:   peterprater@btinternet.com   Phone: 07912 466453 

 

 

  

 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Dave decided to broaden my education last week and took me to see ‘white 

ball cricket’ at Trent Bridge.  England versus New Zealand - 50 overs each.  

It was a One Day International, the fourth between the two teams in a set of 

five.  Up to that day New Zealand was leading 2-1.  To lose this match 

meant that England would have lost the series, so a lot was riding on the 

outcome. 

I went along rather apprehensively, having never been to a cricket match 

before.  I had done no more than glance at it on the television screen.  

I thought I would be able to do some reading if it all got too boring!  

Somehow, I’m not sure why, I didn’t think there would be lots of people 

around me – possibly thoughts of cricket scenes in films where people sit 

on the grass enjoying a picnic whilst watching the cricket?! 

As it happened the stands were huge and – packed! 

Lots of cool bags and boxes were in evidence.  Beer was being drunk as if it 

was going out of fashion!  And continued throughout from 2pm until 

9.45pm when the match ended! 

The first half was interesting - for a while - but I found myself wanting to 

reorganise the fielders – three stood almost shoulder to shoulder behind the 

stumps on the off chance that the batsman would not hit the ball cleanly 

and chip it into their hands.  I believe these players are called ‘slips’. 

Anyway, New Zealand batted first and after 50 overs had lost 7 wickets 

(Score: 349 for 7).  5.40pm - Time for tea! 

The weather was threatening and England came out at 6.15 only to return 

almost immediately to the comfort of the pavilion for 20 minutes.  Being a 

rather competitive person I was concerned they would not have enough 

time to make their reply.  After a couple of overs which, from my 

amateurish perspective looked poor, things started to look up as 4s and 6s 

were rapidly scored!  I hadn’t expected the razzmatazz that went with 4s 

and 6s!  It was far from the sedate experience I had expected!  The music 

only abating when the bowler once again began his run-up to bowl. 

As it got closer to 9.45pm – the cut off time – the crowd became more and 

more animated – Mexican waves – and cheers every time the opposition 

couldn’t hold onto a catch or stop a ball hitting the boundary! 
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Just before 9.45 relief came with another 4 – England had gained 350 runs 

and lost just 3 wickets!  England had won - all equal in the series, the final 

showdown in a few days’ time! 

The crowds departed, in the main, merry and happy – rather like they do at 

football events – as they wandered back via the hostelries on the route back 

to the train station and car parks in the centre of Nottingham. 

It just goes to show that you should really not trust your perceptions and 

should test them out!  You don’t want to miss out on something just 

because of the image formed in your head!  The reality can be very 

different! 

For those who don’t expect to enjoy church in any shape or form maybe 

now is a good time to give it a try! 

With love and best wishes always. 

Ann 

BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
I chose Headlong by Michael Frayn because we had previously 

read one of his books, Spies, and enjoyed it.  We have read several 

books this year with an art theme and I thought this one which 

revolved around a missing Breughel painting, would fit in with the theme. 

However the book was rather disappointing being a curious mix of dense 

prose about iconography in art and a rather madcap caper through the 

countryside as the main character, Martin attempts to misappropriate what 

he thinks might be this lost painting from his neighbour.  Our members 

who had managed to finish the book didn't think the black humour 

outweighed the tedious sections and felt that Martin was too immoral, even 

for a comedy.  Several of us felt we had learned something about 16th 

century Netherlands, the time in which Breughel was painting and also 

about hidden meanings in paintings.  Parts of it did make me laugh and it 

could have been made into a good film as there were some entertaining 

characters but I would not recommend it.  

Sally Hole 

For the next two months the club will be looking at the film and then the 

book version of Testament of Youth by Vera Brittain. 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Val Threlfall gave us an entertaining insight into the 

‘Secrets of the Honeymoon Suitcase’ during the 20th 

century.  Like a magician, she pulled mysterious 

concoctions of lace, satin and even parachute silk out of 

her large cream suitcase.   

It was very interesting to note that some things have been with us for a very 

long time – we didn’t actually invent them – ie Madonna’s conical bra!!  

She showed us a pre-war trousseau and explained the meaning of garters.  

We were taken through the war, where ladies painted their legs with Bisto 

and drew black lines down the back to mimic stocking seams.  And how we 

enjoyed reminiscing about baby doll pyjamas, nylon sheets and those 

psychedelic patterns!   

 

The cake stall at Bowood Garden 

Festival on Friday 5th June was not only 

enjoyable for those participating, but 

made £74.00.  A big thank you to all our 

members who made the lovely cakes.  

Dates for Diaries: 
Thursday 9th July, visit to Bradley Hall (the site of Wolf Hall) – Jackie is 

still collecting names, so let her know if you want to go.  The cost will be 

£7.00 per person, which includes a guided tour, coffee and biscuits plus 

entry to the garden.  

Saturday 11th July - The Derry Hill Village Fete.  This will soon be upon 

us so start collecting sweets and chocolate for the tombola, sort out your 

books and puzzles and practise making those delicious biscuits for our 

stall! 

Saturday August 1st - will be Andrea’s Lunch Garden Party – let’s hope 

the weather behaves itself! 

Our speaker for July will be Ros Lidlington who will talk on ‘Of corsets 

Art’ – intriguing!  The competition will be for a Lace Item – over to you, 

ladies. 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to 

celebrate special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is 

currently lit between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with 

the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower 

sponsorship for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill 

each week.  If you would like to do this or sponsor part of a 

pedestal, in memory of a special occasion then, to find out more 

contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or email 

newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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We will to be playing Crazy Golf or Pitch & Putt at Monkton Park for our 

August Meeting on Wednesday 26th.  Husbands and partners are invited 

to join us for this event, which will be followed by a meal at The Dumb 

Post. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945 

or Janet on 814152, or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are 

held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, 

Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm.     Sheila 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF AUGUST SERVICES 
2nd August 

11.00am Mattins 

4.00pm Praise@4  

9th August 

11.00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

16th August 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am Family Service 

23rd August 

11.00am Holy Communion (CW) 

30th August 

11.00am At St John the Baptist Church, Foxham 

STUDLEY COMMON- A BRIEF H ISTORY 
The Common has been a part of the English landscape for many centuries 

having started as part of the land rights of the early Anglo-Saxons.  It is 

redolent of all that is best of what we cherish about “this sceptered isle”.  In 

1965 the government of the day enacted a statute enforcing registration of 

all Commons.  Those not registered in time were lost to us.  It was a sad 

moment in English history.  An element of 1,500 years of rural rights and 

tradition abruptly ceased.  Like all communities in England, Studley too 

once had a Common. 
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Anglo-Saxon settlements were sometimes centred 

round a village green, or strung along an old road.  

However, a feature of Anglo-Saxon communities 

was that they arranged their land usage 

communally.  The Commons began with the ‘open 

field system’ of the Anglo-Saxons, where land was 

brought into cultivation and each family worked a 

plot of land.  Land would also be held together or 

in common for the purpose of pasturage, turfing, coppicing and so on. 

During the feudal period of the Norman invader, who effectively enslaved 

the Anglo-Saxons, the Common became part of the manorial system, and 

one of the few rights left to the English.  It provided desperately needed 

source of pasturage, dung and wood for house fires, reeds for smoky lights, 

and so on.  Hunting for food was forbidden in all other areas under pain of 

death, or amputation. 

The Commons death knell began with the Enclosure Acts in the 

18th century.  Large landowners sought to reorganise the land for 

maximum production and profit.  But this also extended our beauteous 

patchwork quilt of hedged fields we see today.  Those Commons not taken 

over became less used with the reduction of the rural population and drift 

to the towns during the Industrial Revolution. 

Although Studley did not have that traditional layout of church, manor, 

village green etc, it did have a Common.  The ‘New Road’ did not exist 

until the early 19th.century.  The A4 wound up Old Derry Hill towards 

Melksham then split off where the Lansdowne Arms and Golden Gates are, 

then on down Church Road and thence down Old Road (Ragg Lane) to join 

the A4 from the Soho Inn onwards.  Thus Studley was not split into two as 

it is today and the Common would have served both the Old Road and 

Studley Lane parts of old Studley.  So where was our Common?  Early 

maps clearly shows the location and extent of Studley Common, covering 

the entirety of the land between Studley Lane in the east and the footpath in 

the west, and from Studley Crossroads in the south to Studley Corner in the 

north.  By 1843 though there had appeared on the Common a 

slaughterhouse, right opposite 84 Studley Lane. 
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The map of 1883 (Daniels map of 1773 is 

similar) shows part of the Common 

divided in seven strips of land, possibly 

village shares or allotments, again not 

unusual for this concept still formed part 

of the old English common farming 

system.  By that time also large 

horticultural allotments had become 

established all over the area. 

So next time you go for a walk down Studley Lane just let your mind’s eye 

wander nostalgically to the days of yore when all that land between it and 

the field alongside Close Wood was the communal land of the old village.  

What would our ancestors make of it all now?  

© Stephen Cox stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com  

FUNDING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY PROJECT  
Just a reminder that the Parish Council has drawn up a 

list of criteria that must be met in order to be considered 

for a donation.  The overall theme is to enhance our 

environment and our use of it.  Within those parameters 

the opportunities are wide ranging.  A village group might want to plant 

some trees or establish a wildflower meadow; improve an outside play or 

community area; restore a foot or cycle path; or it could be a contribution to 

a renewable energy project on a community building.  At their meeting in 

June the Parish Council decided the closing date of the first two rounds 

would be 31st July and 31st December. 

If your group has a suitable project and is based in the Parish of Calne 

Without, or you would like to discuss anything further, please contact our 

parish clerk Geoff Turner at cwpclerk@gmail.com or via our website 

www.calnewithoutpc.org. 

 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
mailto:cwpclerk@gmail.com
http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 


