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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Keith Treslove 01249 819077 
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Belinda Tanner 
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01249 449088 

01249 320905 
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EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual 

writers and are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  

All articles submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for 

inclusion of material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 N/A 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

PRINTING BY : 
 

01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk  

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 

Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL  
This magazine is gradually 

evolving and hopefully supplying a 

useful service to its readers.  

Thanks to all those who have 

already contacted us with normally 

favourable comments! 

The magazine’s mission is 

supplying as much news as 

possible from the villages plus 

other interesting articles.  Supplied free to you dear reader courtesy of the 

increasing number of advertisers – thanks to our new advertising 

coordinator Keith Treslove.  We hope very soon, when the funds allow, to 

have two extra colour pages (four sides) in the middle.  This will allow us 

to have more of our non-advertising content in colour, something I’m sure 

will add to the reading experience.  It will be lovely to see more of the news 

and other editorial photos and pictures in colour.  I know our hard working 

compositor, Dave Massey, would love to add some extra colour in! 

In the meantime I would like to thank Ian Willox for his highly efficient 

coordination of the magazine distribution.  Ian is off to pastures new so we 

wish him and Cathy all the best.  His magazine responsibility has now 

kindly been taken over jointly by Kevin Rowland and Belinda Tanner.  

Thanks too to our wonderful band of door to door distributors. 

We have a good stream of interesting articles supplied by a loyal band of 

writers but we could always do with more.  Is your club or organisation 

regularly represented in these pages?  If not do you know someone who 

could do it?  Would you like to supply some jokes or even a crossword?  

Please get in touch!.  Ed. 

HARVEST FESTIVAL! 
Don’t forget our Harvest Supper on Friday 25 September in Christ Church.  

See page 5 for details! 

And our All-Age Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 27 September with 

Produce Auction in aid of Doorway Chippenham. 
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GARDENING STEVE 
Hi all you gardeners!  September is now 

on us.  Now is the time to start taking 

cuttings of pelargoniums and geraniums.  

Take a healthy stem and cut to about four 

leaves taking off all the bottom leaves 

and put into a pot of compost.  Moisten 

the compost and keep in a propagator 

until rooted,  This takes around five 

week's depending on how warm the 

temperature is. 

Start now preparing the hyacinths and paper white narcissi for Christmas 

flowering.  Put your bulbs into a bowl of good bulb fibre or leaf mold, 

pressing down lightly, but do not cover the bulbs - leave the tip of the bulb 

showing.  Leave the bulbs in a dark cool room for seven weeks.  Then bring 

them into a conservatory or greenhouse until they start to flower.  Turn the 

bowl occasionally to keep the flowers even.  

More jobs next month.  Enjoy your gardening. 

Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener 

CHRIST CHURCH HARVEST 

SUPPER EVENING  

Friday 25 September 6-8pm at 

Derry Hill Church  
Tickets £7.50 adults; children under twelve £4.  

Soft drinks available.  Gluten free and 

vegetarians catered for.  

Tickets from Stephen Starr  01249 821325 

Stephen1.starr@btinternet.com. 

mailto:Stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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CHRIST CHURCH DERRY H ILL  

175th Birthday Celebrations in OCTOBER 

KENTWOOD SHOW CHOIR 
A week of celebrations begin on Saturday 10th October 

7.30pm with a concert in church by the Kentwood Show 

Choir from Swindon.  Tickets are on sale at £10 per person 

from Averil Davis 01249 814411, Stephen Starr 01249 821325, 

the Village Stores Derry Hill and Calne Tourist 

Information Office, Bank House.   We then have….. 

SPONSORED FUN RUN-WALK 
A Sponsored Fun Run-Walk on October 11th 2015, will begin at Christ 

Church at 1.30pm and finish at Christ Church!  You don’t need to be Usain 

Bolt or Mo Farah to take part!  Everyone is welcome to run, jog and walk 

the 5km course skirting the Bowood Estate.  All ages are welcome, so this 

can be a real family outing!  Who knows we may even see the next budding 

Olympic or World Champion.  Taking part and having fun is more 

important than winning.  Cost is £5 per person, family ticket is £10.  Tickets 

include light refreshments on return!  Entry forms are available from the 

Village Stores, the Church Porch, Kevin Rowland (32 Chapel Street, 01249 

320905) and Barbara Barnard (3 Fitzmaurice Close, 01249 814206). 

QUIZ EVENING 
On the 16th October, in church, there will be a QUIZ EVENING, 7.30pm 

start.  Teams of four; £20 per team which includes a Ploughman’s Supper.  

Contact Stephen Starr (01249 821325) to book a team. 

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING WITH THE BISHOP 
On Sunday 1 November at 11am we will celebrate the life of our church 

with the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Salisbury Nicholas Holtam 

with the Eucharist followed by lunch in the church. 

All proceeds will go to Church Funds.  We are also hoping to gather 

together old photographs or pictures of the church and events associated 

with it for a display in church which will be available for viewing during 

the celebrations.  If you have anything at all that may add to a display then 

please get in touch with Ann. 

Do look out for posters and more news next month!  Stephen 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
It is the wedding season!  And, it has been a real experience for my family 

this month as Rebecca, my only daughter, was married in Derry Hill on the 

7th August.  I recall getting married over 40 years ago and it being nothing 

like the event it was for my daughter.  My mother arranged everything!  

In fact, apart from my dress and the bridesmaids’ dresses I didn’t have any 

inkling about the arrangements made.  Everything was organised, and 

delegated, by my mother! 

Rebecca’s affair was different.  So many choices and so many ways in 

which one could create a bespoke experience.  So much effort was put into 

making the wedding very personal. 

The Lord was kind, the sun shone and everyone I believe had a lovely day. 

Although we can moan about the amount of choice available today through 

the internet, it was a boom for finding out what the possibilities were for 

trying to create the wedding experience that suited both the pocket and the 

expectations of those attending.  It allowed the creative talents to flourish in 

ways undiscovered beforehand.  Dave looked after the ‘paying’!  Rebecca 

baked the cakes.  My son’s girlfriend made some orchids, Peter created a 

church from icing and painted many of the flowers …. and so 

on…We worked together, in harmony with one aim – to give our guests, 

and Rebecca and Thomas a happy and memorable day.  Friends helped 

with the flower arrangements, and with the dress. 

So, for once, I see the internet as a good thing – a way of opening up God’s 

creative talent where it may have lay hidden.  It gave opportunity by 

showing the possibilities and it was seized with enthusiasm in order to 

make an occasion to be remembered!  But also a common purpose was key 

to working in harmony and an attitude of valuing the contribution each 

made.  It really was a shared day and I do believe that through working 

together for a common purpose our relationships became stronger. 

Of course, that is what church is about too!  Working together in the love of 

God to fulfil his purpose here on earth.  That is the way to happy and 

memorable times!  Perhaps we could all look for new ways of doing God’s 

work by exploring the Internet and become stronger and happier! 

With love and best wishes always.   

Ann 
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking 

to recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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WHAT A WASTE!  
Some of you may have had the same problem with the Green or 

Garden Waste Sticker you have been sent for the chargeable 

collection service from Wiltshire Council.  The stickers are 

obviously not up to the job as there have been literally thousands of 

complaints. 

If you wish to order another one email your request to: 

wastemanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk  

Let’s hope the replacements are up to the job.  Ed 

CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
(Derry Hill and Studley are a part of the Calne Without Parish) 

The Parish Council held an extraordinary 

meeting on August 3rd to consider the latest 

SHLAA plan created by Wiltshire council for 

Derry Hill and Studley. 

The SHLAA plan is a plan of the area showing 

any land that landowners have put up for 

residential development.  

Two councillors, Ed Jones and Lord Lansdowne were unable to attend 

because they have pecuniary interests in the subject under discussion.  

A third councillor was deemed to also have an interest and didn’t take part. 

Having elected Jim Cook as Chairperson for the meeting, as the Chair and 

Deputy Chair couldn’t attend, the meeting started with Public Speaking 

time.  First they heard from John Watts representing the Studley Action 

Group, who informed the council that the Group wished to see small 

cluster development in keeping with the existing layout of Studley.  Chris 

Roberts from Turleys, Bowood’s Planning consultant, spoke next.  He felt 

that it would be best to extend the existing Blount’s Court site and the field 

between Old road and the A4 as they both had natural boundaries.  He was 

of the opinion they were near the core facilities of Derry Hill and were the 

logical places for any new housing, which Bowood would ensure were of 

high quality. 

mailto:wastemanagement@wiltshire.gov.uk
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  



13 

Thirdly Julian Sayers, consultant agent for the Bowood Trustees, 

underlined the importance of the sites mentioned by Chris Roberts as 

investment for Bowood’s future and therefore for the benefit of the whole 

community.  Lastly Barbara Houghton spoke as a resident of Studley.  

She wanted councillors to realise the problems with developing any sites in 

Norley Lane, including traffic chaos in the lane, flooding and sewage 

problems in the area as well as the threat to local wild life. 

The councillors went on to consider each site put forward by the SHLAA.  

The Chair reminded everyone that the councillors had to inform Wiltshire 

Council of their opinion on each site.  This was not part of the planning 

application process. 

The Blount’s Court primary site has already been given outline permission 

for 28 houses so was not considered.  Next was an infill site on Church 

Road, between two Bowood houses nearly opposite the Lansdowne Arms, 

recently put forward by Bowood.  Councillors felt this was a reasonable site 

to develop for two houses as it was near the village facilities, but any 

buildings would have to comply with the Conservation Area strict rules as 

this site is in such an area. 

The next site was also one recently put forward by Bowood, the Blount’s 

Court extension.  This is the rest of the site that Blount’s was on, essentially 

extending the initial Blount’s development towards Chippenham as far as 

the footpath that runs from the A4 along the back of Vastern’s wood yard.  

Whilst the same objections to the original Blount’s site were the same for 

this site, it does have the advantage of containing the additional housing on 

the edge of Studley and being relatively near the facilities of Derry Hill. 

The next two sites were those off Norley Lane, recently sent to Wiltshire 

Council by their owners Mrs Meadows and Lord O’Neill.  The councillors 

discussed these also at great length and were of the opinion they were not 

suitable for any sort of development.  The reasons against were that the 

access was very difficult and the land was prime agricultural land.  They 

are also a long way from the facilities of Derry Hill. 

The site between the A4 and Old Road was next considered.  This has been 

in the SHLAA for some time. Councillor Maddicks didn’t take part in this 

discussion as he lives in Old Road.   
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It was felt that this site had several advantages as it was on the ‘right side’ 

of the A4 to access the facilities of Derry Hill.  However road access to the 

A4 and Church Road would be poor especially at rush hours, and there 

would be a loss of agricultural land. 

The document the councillors had to return to Wiltshire Council also asked 

the council to identify any other possible sites.  The councillors identified 

two in Old Road; the old scout hut site and the paddock further down Old 

road on the right, adjacent to the new scout hut. 

All this discussion took place in the knowledge that the Wiltshire Core 

Strategy, which is their plan from now until 2026, requires the ‘Large 

Village’ of Derry Hill and Studley to find land for 75 houses.  With the 

Blount’s Court first site giving us 28 and another two at the Granary in 

Church road with permission, which leaves land for 45 houses to find.  

This is probably a lot to take in dear reader, but it might help if you look at 

the SHLAA map on Wiltshire Council’s website: 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-shlaa-appendix-3-calne.pdf   

Full minutes of this meeting will be available on the council’s website once 

they have been passed on the 7th September meeting. 

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is 

now on the website.  www.calnewithoutpc.org  

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.   

Richard Aylen,   Parish Councillor 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Wiltshire Council is currently reviewing its library service and has 

published a list of those mobile sites where the service will be discontinued.  

The Derry Hill stops are not on that list. 

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 
14:50 - 16:00 

Tuesdays: 1st, 15th and 29th September. 13th October 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 
9.40 - 10:25 

Mondays: 7 th September and 5 th October  

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/planning-shlaa-appendix-3-calne.pdf
http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill  www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

 Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 

 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or 

would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then  please contact 

Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
6 th  September  

11.00am Holy Communion (CW)  

4.00pm Praise@4 – The Reverend Alison Morley  

13 t h  September  

11.00am All Age Holy Communion (CW)  

20 t h  September  

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  

11.00am Family Service with Baptism  

25th September  

6.00pm Harvest Supper  

27 t h  September  

11.00am Harvest Festival  
 

BCP – Book of Common Prayer 

CW – Common Worship 

Christ Church has:  

                   Loop system, Kitchen, Toilet Facilities and Children’s Area. 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 

For Derry Hill, September 1955….. 

Our Mothers’ Union meetings 

begin again on Wednesday, 

September 7th in Church at 

2.30 p.m., when Lady Walter has 

kindly asked me to speak.  New 

members will be most welcome.  

The Ladies’ Work Party are 

holding a Jumble Sale at the Social 

Centre at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday the 

17th.  If you have anything saleable 

please let us know, and we shall be 

glad to collect. 

On Wednesday 28th we shall be 

doing something which I believe 

has never been done before.  Our 

Choir is going to St. Mary’s 

Rotherhythe, for a Harvest Festival Service.  We shall be leading the whole 

service – the Village comes to the City – and shall be taking our sheaves of 

wheat etc. with us.  Any members of the congregation who wish to join us 

will be most welcome.  We hope to make a day of it, with lunch at Virginia 

Water and tea at Addington Palace.  The Choir will be singing an anthem 

and I shall be preaching.  A warm welcome is assured us by the 

congregation of our Organist’s home parish.  Details will be announced 

later.  Plans are developing for the creation of a Tennis Court in the 

Vicarage Garden for use next year.  If you can help lay it out, or can provide 

equipment, please contact Mr M. Rex. 

Further items needed for developing the social side of our church life are, 

bowls, a croquet set, cricket nets and equipment.  So please help by 

badgering all your friends for these – or the cash to buy them. 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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VEGAN BANANA BREAD 

Makes 1lb loaf or 6 individual muffin size.  
3 large ripe bananas 

75ml vegetable or sunflower oil  

50g sugar 

225g Self raising flour 

2 level teaspoons baking powder  

2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 

Good handful of dried mixed fruit or sultanas 

(optional) 

Preheat oven 180°C.  Lightly grease your loaf tin or muffin tin (they don’t 

need cases).  Peel and mash the bananas in a large mixing bowl.  Add the 

oil and sugar, mix well.  It looks a bit yuk but ignore it, it gets better!  Add 

the flour, baking powder, cinnamon and dried fruit, stir well to form a 

lumpy batter. 

Pour mixture into tin or muffin tray.  If you’re making a loaf, pop in the 

oven for about an hour, the muffins take about 15 minutes, though check 

after 10 as they can catch on the top if you’re not careful. 

Remove from oven and cool on rack.  Suitable for freezing. 

 

I was staying with my sister last weekend and 

she showed me this wonderful book….I came 

home and ordered it off Amazon straight away.  

The book is called, ‘A girl called Jack’ by Jack 

Monroe who also has a blog with recipes and 

tips.  It is possibly one of the best cookery books 

I’ve bought in a long time.  I had to share it 

with you!  Happy baking!!! 

The Secret Chef 
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
At the July meeting, Ros Lidlington gave us an 

amusing and informative talk entitled “Corsets Art”.  

The scope of her knowledge of the history of costume is 

amazing as she took us through various crafts such as 

knitting, tatting, lace-making and crochet through the 

ages.  We learnt what “galligaskins” were (loose hose or breeches) and the 

meaning of little boys being breeched (taken out of dresses when they 

could defend themselves with a sword).  Hazel and Margaret offered 

themselves as models.  

Margaret was kitted out in voluminous underwear before 

being dressed in Victorian costume but Hazel was 

resplendent in hooped skirts and gown! (Photo courtesy of 

Terry) 

The Village Fete was a huge success for us this year and the 

weather was kind.  Our Sweet and Chocolate Tombola was 

very popular and a good number of books were sold.  Many thanks to 

everyone who contributed or helped in any way.   

Thanks are also due to Jackie for arranging a most enjoyable visit to Bradley 

House where the Duke of Somerset personally showed us around his 

ancestral home.  Andrea’s Garden Party on Saturday August 1st was 

blessed with good weather, good food and good company! 

For enthusiastic walkers, there will be a 6 mile walk around Shearwater 

Lake on Friday 25th September.  Meet at the car park at 10.00am.  Craft 

Club will be at Sally’s on Monday 7th September at 7.30pm to knit poppies 

for the collage. Sally has patterns and red wool but bring your own knitting 

needles (size 10).   

The “Lace Item” Competition winner was Robyn.  There’s no monthly 

meeting in August so the next one will be on Wednesday 23rd September 

when the subject will be “Living and Working in Sweden” and the 

competition will be “A Holiday Souvenir”.   

If you are interested in coming to a meeting, please phone Sally on 817945 

or Janet on 814152, or just pop in – we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are 

held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, 

Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm.  Janet 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to 

celebrate special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is 

currently lit between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with 

the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey 

Tel. 01249 817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the 

church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower 

sponsorship for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill 

each week.  If you would like to do this or sponsor part of a 

pedestal, in memory of a special occasion then, to find out more 

contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or email 

newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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RURAL CRIME 
The Rural area of Calne has seen an increase in 

Burglaries this month.  Calne town has also had an 

increase in burglaries and it is believed that they are 

possibly linked to the same offenders.  Overnight on 

18/19th July, three properties were the subject of 

burglaries where sheds and storerooms were broken 

into.  A Dirt Devil 125 blue Pit Bike was stolen and also a red petrol chain 

saw.  Overnight on 17th July, an insecure vehicle was entered and item of 

value stolen from inside at Stockley Lane. 

Cherhill School had a quantity of children’s toys stolen from a locked 

container to the rear of the school during July.  At this crime scene, the 

offenders also hung around a fair while to use Nitrous Oxide (laughing 

gas), as evidence of containers were left behind.  Please refer to the 

descriptions later in this report.  In addition please keep an eye out for 

persons loitering in this area.  

Another two vehicles have been broken into whilst parked on the A4 

Cherhill and a quantity of personal items stolen, from both cars. 

Quemerford has seen the theft of monies and eggs from an honesty box 

during July, to the value of £50.  Still at Quemerford a horse has been 

mindlessly shot with an air rifle.  Please see Calne Police Facebook page for 

the full story.  I am pleased to say the horse is okay.  Our enquiries are still 

on going. 

At Hilmarton, a male was disturbed breaking into a shed at 2300 hrs on 

23rd July.  He made off at speed in an unknown vehicle. 

At Foxham on 23rd July between 0715 and 1830 hrs a Ford Ranger pickup 

was stolen. 

At Calstone on 3rd August a Catalytic Converter was sawn off a parked 

vehicle.  In addition, another Convertor was taken from a vehicle on Porte 

Marsh Industrial Estate on 6th August.  This is not an unusual crime and 

we have received several reports of this nature in the past.  Additional 

security measures can be found on the internet relating to this type of theft. 
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Please be mindful that the offenders may return to commit further crime 

and secure as much as you are able, including locking all your cars, even if 

they are on your driveway. Please do call is you see anything suspicious, no 

matter how minor you think it may be. 

Nitrous Oxide 
Also known as laughing Gas is a substance with a number of legitimate 

uses in medicine and catering.  It is also the second most popular 

recreational drug used amongst young people with 7.6% of 16-24 year olds 

admitting to use during a recent survey. 

When inhaled it can make users feel euphoric and relaxed with some 

hallucinations. 

It is commonly sold in small 

metal canisters containing the 

gas which is then either 

transferred into a balloon for 

inhalation using a dispenser or 

a cracker.  They are sold in bulk 

online, presented for use as a 

whipped cream propellant. 

The risks when using are 

dangerous.  It can lead to loss of blood pressure, fainting and even heart 

attack.  Prolonged exposure may also result in bone marrow suppression 

and poisoning of the central nervous system.  The symptoms will be 

exacerbated if the exposure to the gas is combined with alcohol or other 

drugs. 

 It is frequently used all over the country and in our area.  Please be 

mindful of any young people having such items. 

As usual, all our news is on our Facebook site: 

www.facebook.com/CalnePolice   

Please join us for up to date info and news items. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill 

Community Beat Manager - Rural 

Calne NPT 

http://www.facebook.com/CalnePolice
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MOTHERS ’ UNION 
The August meeting was, as usual, a summer outing. We 

met in Lacock for afternoon tea. Thank you to Robyn for 

organizing an enjoyable afternoon for us. 

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 2nd September. 

The theme is ‘Harvest’ and we will be sharing our 

favourite Harvest poems. 

On Friday 11th September we will be holding a New Start coffee morning 

in the church.  New Start aims to provide support to parents and children 

who have just started school.  The church will be open from 8.30am for 

parents or grandparents whose children have started school that week and 

who would just like the opportunity to meet up for a chat.   

Please come; we look forward to welcoming you. 

For more information about Mothers’ Union please contact Deirdre 01249 

822157. 

NOTICE OF SERVICES BEYOND SEPTEMBER! 

All in Christ Church Derry Hill  
4th October 

11.00am Holy Communion 

4.00pm Praise@4  

11th October 

11.00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

18th October 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11.00am Family Service 

25th October 

11.00am Holy Communion 

1st November 

11.00am 175th Anniversary Celebration Eucharist with  

Bishop Nicholas 

2nd November (MONDAY) 

7.30pm All Souls’ (Service of Remembrance for the Departed) 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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MOVIOLA - FILMS IN CALNE TOWN HALL 

Far from the Madding Crowd (12a ) 
The newest film version of Thomas Hardy's 

novel. 

Beautiful and headstrong Bathsheba (Carey 

Mulligan) must decide between loyal Gabriel 

Oak (Matthias Schoenaerts) local landowner 

Boldwood (Michael Sheen ) and dashing 

Sergeant Troy (Tom Sturridge). 

Showing in the Town Hall on Wednesday 16 

September at 7.30 pm.   

Doors open at 7.00pm. 

Refreshments available 

Tickets £6.00 from the information Centre or 

on the door. 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 

First Aid Training 
We are running some First Aid training for youth groups in the village this 

Autumn.  Please let us know if your youth organisation would be 

interested in receiving such instruction. 

News just in!  Derry Hill and Studley Heartbeat have their own Facebook 

page under that name. 

If you would like to help our group or have any ideas for fundraising 

please get in touch. 

Thanks again to everyone in the village for all your support so far – it’s 

been a great community effort. 

Emma Dadd  01249  817438   emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249  816364  bryher3@talktalk.net  

Paula Edwards 

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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STUDLEY MANOR AND FARMS 
From the reign of King Edward III 

onward the forest laws and 

institutions languished, and the 

Royal Forest of Chippenham was 

gradually sold off by the various 

monarchs. 

Our part of the forest was divided 

between Studley Manor and the 

estates of Rumsey's and Buckhill 

and was well wooded of c.440 acres 

and not known to have to have 

included open-field arable, 

extensive common pasture, or land 

held customarily.  Disafforestation continued: by the 17th century 64 acres 

of woodland is known to have been standing at Studley, 25 acres at 

Bodnage copse, 27 acres at Milmore copse (later Crab Tree copse and 

Searchers wood),and 10 acres at Pile's grove. 

At a date between 1643 and 1681 Studley Manor consisted of a compact 

farm of 183 acres including 45 arable, 84 of meadow and pasture, and 54 of 

woodland.  Its buildings stood on the site of Studley House Farm and it 

was probably in hand as a home farm. 

In 1692 part of what was later called Rumsey's Estate consisted of a house, 

almost certainly that later called Rumsey Farm, and 75 acres, of which c.60 

was meadow and pasture;) the estate was later of c.158 acres and lay as 

a compact holding south-east of Studley House farm. 

The Buckhill Estate is later known to have been of 21 acres and to have lain 

on the west bank of the Whetham stream south of the London road.  In the 

17th century an additional 9 acres of pasture adjoined the Buckhill estate, 

and an 11 as a meadow lay beside the Marden north of the London road. 

By 1728 a home farm (later Studley House Farm) was worked from 

buildings near Studley House.  It was then of 113 acres including 53 of 

grassland, 20 of arable, and 40 of woodland.  Norley Farm, 35 acres, had 

been taken from it.  A 68-acre home farm of Rumsey's estate was worked 
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from the buildings on the north side of the London - Bristol road later 

called Rumsey Farm and included 33 acres of grassland, 26 of arable, and 

8 of woodland.  A farm with buildings on the south side of the road had 26 

acres of grassland and 45 acres of arable and was called Rumsey's farm.  

The 11 acres of meadow and 10 acres of arable of the Buckhill estate may 

have been a small home farm.  The Common Grounds, c.25 acres on the 

west side of Studley Lane, lay enclosed as strips of c.2 acres in 1728.  Earlier 

it was a common pasture used by cottagers of Studley. 

By the earlier 19th century the land of Norley farm had been restored to 

Studley House farm which, 102 acres and without woodland, had been 

leased.  In 1843 Studley House farm of 100 acres included 49 of arable and 

49 of pasture.  Probably c.1800, when Rumsey House was built, the two 

farms of Rumsey's estate were merged, and in 1843 their land, c.145 acres 

including 85 of arable and 57 of pasture, and about half north of the 

London road and half south, was worked from Rumsey Farm north of the 

road.  A farmstead built in Studley village in the 19th century stood, and 

had its land, outside the parish. 

Throughout the 20th century Studley House farm remained and in 1996 it 

was a dairy farm of 117 acres.  In 1910 the land south of the London road 

was no longer part of Rumsey farm, which was of 59 acres and held with 

Conigre Farm.  In the later 20th century the land south of the road, and 

nearly all of Rumsey farm except the farmstead, were in hand as part of the 

Bowood estate and used for arable, sheep, and dairy farming; in 2000 those 

lands were held in portions on short leases. 

There was a manor house at Studley since at least 1240, and in the 18th 

century a manor house, Studley House, stood, probably on the same site, 

north of Norley Lane.  A chapel at Studley in the earlier 13th century, 

presumably built by the lord of Studley manor, is likely to have stood near 

the manor house.  The house was replaced, probably between 1773 and 

1800 by a stone built farmhouse.  The farmhouse was given an L plan by an 

early 19th-century extension.  A stone barn of the late 18th or early 19th 

century and 20th-century farm buildings stood near the farmhouse in 1999.  

Norley House, south of Norley Lane, was apparently another large house 

in the 18th century.  It was occupied as two houses in 1843 and had been 

demolished by 1885. 
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In another article I shall explore the various old mills along the river 

Marden and the Whetham stream, some of which belonged to Stanley 

Abbey.  We can see that the Norley and Studley lanes landscape evolved 

gently with just occasional new individual homesteads.  It has remained a 

rural, agricultural and partly wooded landscape.  There is much to 

celebrate in our locality and it is for us to be good guardians of the land for 

future generations. 

© Stephen B. Cox                    stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com  

CALLING ALL “DORMOUSE”  SCHOOL PARENTS 

Join Us for Coffee and Pastries on Friday 11 Sept ’ in 

Christ Church Derry Hill from 8:30am 

 

Parents and Carers, come and get to know one another in the comfort of the 

church.  Other children are welcome and are invited to play in our 

children’s area.  Baby-changing facilities are available in the church loo. 

IN A ID OF DOROTHY HOUSE HOSPICE 

St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham.  
Opera Sulis presents ‘Songs For September’ - a golden evening of popular 

operatic classics on Saturday 26th September 7.30 pm 

Performers 
Susan Coates - Soprano 

Anne Braley - Mezzo Soprano 

Carlos Alonso - Tenor 

Ashley Bremner - Baritone 

Nicholas Goodall - Piano 

Tickets £9 in advance or £10 on the door. 

Available from info@operasulis.co.uk or 01249 657727. 

 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
mailto:info@operasulis.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


