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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 

and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 

Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 
www.lansdownehall.org  

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care 

since 1987 

 
OFSTED rated as OUTSTANDING in ALL areas 

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday:   9am – 3pm 

Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the 
following September 9am – 12pm 

 

 A lovely environment with lots of space to learn in 
a fun way with our experienced and friendly team. 

www.rubadubpreschool.com 

 
Or even better, why not call us and arrange a visit? 

Contact:  01249 818974  /  07535 062649  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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EDITORIAL 
This month sees all sorts of events going on with no doubt lots of private 

parties and get-togethers.  A lovely busy time of the year when we meet and 

greet friends and family to celebrate the birth of Christ and the coming of the 

New Year.  

Let’s spare a thought for those less fortunate than 

ourselves who will be spending time by themselves or 

in hospital.  Let’s also give a thought to those who give 

up their Christmas to help those who need food and 

shelter so that they feel cared for at least one day of the 

year as well as those in the caring services, fire, 

ambulance and police who man the fort whilst we enjoy 

ourselves. 

The team wish you and yours a splendid and blessed Christmas with thanks 

to all those good people who have made this magazine a success. 

Ed 

THE MASK CHOIR 
The annual treat of this wonderful occasion is 

coming up! 

Come and listen to some wonderful seasonal 

music and join in with some of it on Monday 

14th December in Church at 7.30pm.  

Retiring collection with refreshments. 

ADVANCED NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE 
The C155 Road which is the part of Bowden Hill between 

Spye Arch and the Warren will be closed on 14th December 

for up to 7 days between the hours of 9.00am and 3.00pm.  

Diversions will be in operation.  

This is so BT Openreach can connect a new customer. 

This is on what some us call the back road to Lacock,  Ed. 
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BLOUNT ’S COURT DEVELOPMENT 
I will begin by saying that I have the greatest respect for Lord Lansdowne, 

and consider that keeping Bowood afloat and flourishing is a tremendous 

achievement. 

However, that doesn’t mean that I am happy about large housing estates 

being built in Studley.  Emotions are running high in Studley, with various 

factions vying for supremacy, but my view is that we should join together to 

battle this “large” (sic) village definition, in the core strategy, that has so 

blighted our rural hamlet.  Originally the core strategy classified us as a small 

village only suitable for very minor infill.  Then someone, we know not who, 

decided it would be a cunning plan to join us up with Derry Hill to create 

a “large” village, therefore becoming magically suitable for large housing 

estates.  How did this happen?  Studley has not changed!  It remains a rural 

hamlet.  The council tells me we were consulted, but when and by whom, 

no-one knows. 

I have not spoken to anyone in Studley or Derry Hill, who wants estates here.  

If people think we need a crossing, then we could have found better ways of 

funding it, always supposing that Highways will play ball on this, 

particularly in relation to a speed restriction.  The desecration of Studley will 

affect us all.  Not just those who live here, many of whom have worked hard 

all their lives to be able to afford to live in a rural location, but also those who 

visit for recreation, dog walking, jogging, cycling and rambling. 

The only people who seem keen on estates is the Parish Council, which in 

itself is strange, as I was under the impression that they were voted in to 

support us.   

I have been informed by two senior planning officers, that we do have our 

full quota of houses, for now, and any new applications should be put 

forward through the Neighbourhood Plan, that so many of us are working 

hard to finish.  This being the case, it means we do not have to accept Phase 

2 at Blount’s Court.  We can all just say no. 

To sum up, let us villagers all join together to save our charming hamlet 

from this disastrous “large” village definition and save Studley from even 

more inappropriate development in the coming years. 

A.C.M.  Studley 
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THREE OF THE ROLES OF THE STUDLEY ACTION 

GROUP : 
 To attempt to keep up to date with any consultations carried out by 

Wiltshire Council or the Calne Without Parish Council that affect 

Studley; 

 To inform the local community of any such consultations where it is 

considered that the appointed bodies have not publicised them 

sufficiently; 

 To assist the local community in understanding the purpose of the 

consultation, any deadlines that might apply, and the appropriate 

form and subject matter for their responses; 

To fulfil these roles, a flyer was distributed recently, keeping villagers 

informed of the new application for 53 houses at Blount’s Court Garden 

Centre.  We hope you found it helpful. 

Studley Action Group 

YOUR FUTURE - YOUR ENVIRONMENT! 
As the year in nature starts to seriously 

slacken in pace many creatures hibernate, 

flora and fauna gather their strength for 

bursting out from February on, it is 

perhaps useful for us to look ahead to 2016 

and see how we might better interact with, 

enjoy, study and cherish Nature, and 

more generously interact with our fellow 

creatures.  Although there have been 

many accomplishments and projects in 

recent years to help stem the catastrophic 

decline of species, habitat and landscape in our beautiful islands, much has 

yet to be done. 

Locally, this is where the Calne Communities Neighbourhood Plan (CCNP) 

will come into its own to give us all a better future by harmonising all 

proposed building development to ensure our own well-being and the 

protection of our local landscape and wildlife.  There will be a Public 

Referendum later next year in which you can vote for The Plan.   
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is 

looking to recruit an 

assistant to work with her in 

her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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Once enacted under the regulations of the Localism Act 2011, all 

development must conform to The Plan YOU have decided on.  So if you 

have views on such things as public open space, wildlife, rural habitat, 

community identity, nature reserves, hedgerows and ancient woodland, 

green issues, nature trails and footpaths, protecting important landscape 

views, preventing urban sprawl, community forest, village character, and 

much more then now is the time to make your views known. 

I sit on the Steering Group for CCNP and run the Working Group for 

The Environment (there are also groups for Education, Transport, 

Renewables, Health and Wellbeing).  We have six main policy areas for 

Environment:  

 Wildlife and Biodiversity;  

 Built Environment;  

 Greening;  

 Heritage and Conservation;  

 Landscape;  

 Communities and Identities.   

And in each are several key target objectives. 

But there is an equally important way we can all help protect and improve 

our environment.  It is a fact that a better wildlife environment and rural 

surrounding improves human health and wellbeing.  It is also very 

important for children to grow up in proximity to the country and wildlife 

with sufficient access to it for play and learning. 

There are many organisations you can support and they can be great fun.  

Try such things as: Wilts Wildlife Trust; Royal Society for the Protection of 

Birds; Calne Wildlife; Woodland Trust; Council for The Protection of Rural 

England; Wilts Moths and Butterflies; Studley Derry Hill Wildlife; Naturalist 

Trust, Trusts for Badgers and for Hedgehogs, and much more!  There are lots 

of projects for all ages. 

Please make your views known by going to two Facebook pages: 

 ‘Calne Community Neighbourhood Plan’ and  

 ‘Calne Area Neighbourhood Plan Environment Group’.   

May you and all creatures in our neighbourhood have a warm and snug 

Happy Christmas and a safe and fulfilling New Year.  Wassail! 

© Stephen B. Cox  (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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AN EXTRA BOOK REVIEW! 

HUMMER By Terry Parkins 
Hummer is a story of adventure, 

courage, cruelty, treachery, treason, 

war and deep friendships.  And it 

all happens in and around a 

beehive in the land of Lambas. 

Hummer is an ageing bee who had 

had to give up his position as 

commander of the Hive Defence 

Garrison through injury, but he is 

as brave as ever.  When the evil drone, Redmore, forces Queen Helena to 

abdicate and leave the hive, Hummer and his young allies Brendan, Laser 

and Casper accompany her and her supporters and form a plan to regain the 

Hive and reinstate Helena. 

Their adventures involve them in perilous contact with, among others, 

Argatha – a highly poisonous female spider, Evig - a murderous widowed 

scorpion, and white bats - savage hunters of the night sky. 

Every character is masterfully written, so much so that after a while you 

forget you’re reading about bees and start to see them as people.   

The battles between Redmore’s forces and an army of giant ants led by 

General Vogar, and the Civil War between Hummer and Redmore are 

written with graphic clarity (a bit too much clarity for my stomach 

sometimes).  The events leading to Redmore’s final defeat hold the reader’s 

attention and there is also some pathos written into the story before the end.   

Terry Parkins has written a fascinating story and I can’t help but wonder how 

much of the information about bees is down to research and how much to 

invention.  He lives with his wife, Joyce, in Lansdowne Crescent West in 

Derry Hill and is at present writing his second book.   

He says he was inspired to write the book by his children, Andy and Lizzie, 

to read them as a bedtime story.  Not, I hope, before they were at least ten 

years old.   

A brilliant book, by a home-grown author, and well worth a read.  

Averil Davis 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 

Christ Church - Derry Hill  www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar Reverend Ann Massey 01249 817926  

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 

 Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 

 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or would 

like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact Reverend Ann Massey 

as above.  

CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN DECEMBER 
Thursday 3rd December 7:30pm St Mary’s School Concert 

Sunday 6th December 11am St Nicholas Service for All 

Tuesday 8th December 7.30pm PSG Concert & Painting Auction 

Saturday 12th December 10-12am Decorating the Christmas Tree 

Sunday 13th December 11am Holy Communion 

Monday 14th December 7:30pm Christmas Music with MASK 

Sunday 20th December 8am Holy Communion 

11.00am Children’s Carol Service with 

Christingles 

7:30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 3pm Children’s Crib Service 

6pm Carols at Bowood Chapel 

9:30pm Midnight Mass in Bethlehem 

Christmas Day 11am Family Communion 

Christ Church has:  

Loop system, Kitchen, Toilet Facilities and Children’s Area. 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 

For Derry Hill, December 1955….. 

Confirmation classes have now 

commenced in preparation for a 

Confirmation Service in March.  

Parents and god-parents should 

remember that it is their bounden 

duty to help and to encourage their 

god-children to come forward to 

what is the completion of their 

baptism.  Classes for adults are held 

at the Vicarage at 7.20p.m. on 

Wednesdays, where enquirers will 

be most welcome.  Classes for 

juniors are held at times suitable – 

please see me.   

Our Church Youth Group has 

begun its meetings on Thursday 

evenings at the Vicarage, from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.  This organisation, which 

promises to be an active one, is open to any young people over the age of 

15 years, who have church connection.  We hope to be able to announce the 

date of the admission service for the members of the newly-formed Church 

of England Men’s Society, as soon as we have received the badges and forms 

of service. 

Come to the Ladies’ Work Party Christmas Sale, to be opened by Lady Anne 

Southby, on Saturday, December 3rd, at 2.30p.m.  Christmas services will be 

as follows: Christmas Day, Holy Communion at 7, 8, and 12; Mattins at 11, 

Children’s Service at 2.30p.m., Carol Service at 6.15 p.m.; Feasts of Stephen, 

S. John and Holy Innocents, Holy Communion at 7.30 a.m.; New Year’s Day, 

services at the usual times.  The Calne Young Wives are bringing their 

Discussion Group to the M.U. meeting on the 7th. 

Your sincere friend and Vicar, 

L.W.G. Hudson. 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the 

cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS CARROT CAKE 
 

220g/8oz Plain flour 

2tspn Baking powder 

1tspn Cinnamon  

1tspn Ground Ginger 

1tspn Mixed Spice 

4 Eggs 

340g/12oz Dark Muscovado sugar 

200mls/7fl oz Sunflower Oil 

4  Carrots, grated 

3 tbspn Mincemeat 

 

Preheat oven to 180°C.  Line a 

baking tin.  I used an 8-inch 

rectangle tin. 

Sift flour, spices and baking 

powder together and set 

aside.  Whisk the eggs and 

sugar together then add in the 

oil and mix well.  Add the 

carrot, the mincemeat and 

mix. 

Pour into the lined tin and bake for about 30-45 minutes.  I kept checking 

after 30 minutes as I wasn’t sure if it would burn, thankfully it didn’t.  

Alternatively, you can make the mixture into cupcakes, they should be done 

in 10 mins. 

To top the cake, I drizzled a mix of icing sugar and lemon juice over the top. 

If you aren’t mad on a heavy Christmas cake this could work as your 

alternative, it also works as a pudding with some custard or ice cream. 

Merry Christmas everyone and happy baking!! 

The Secret Chef 
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NEWS FROM THE DERRY H ILL THEATRE GROUP  
We are proudly presenting Cindy and the Charmless 

Prince (“Oh no you’re not oh yes we are!”) 

Performances will be: 
 Friday 22nd January 2016 at 7.30pm and  

 Saturday 23th of January 2016 at 2pm and 7pm. 

We hope to sell out as in previous years so don’t delay 

get your tickets soon! 

Tickets will cost for adults £7, children £3.  

Please contact Laura on 07910 709303 or ljhill93@gmail.com to book your 

tickets. 

MOVIOLA IN CALNE TOWN HALL. 
Coming to you on Wednesday 16th December.   

SUITE FRANCAISE  (15) . at 7.30pm 

Kristin Scott Thomas, Michelle Williams and 

Matthias Schoenaerts star in this story of 

forbidden love between a beautiful woman and 

a German Officer who is billeted in their home 

during the occupation of France.  She leads a 

stifling existence with her domineering M. in 

Law whilst waiting for news of her husband 

who is a P.O.W. 

Doors open at 7.00pm.  Christmassy 

refreshments available.  Tickets £6.00 from the 

information centre. 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  

Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill,  14.30 – 16.00pm 
Tuesdays: 15th December, 12th January, 9th February 

Kingston House Derry Hill,  9.40 – 10.25am 
Mondays: 25th January, 22nd February 

mailto:ljhill93@gmail.com
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DERRY H ILL AND D ISTRICT WI 
Andrew Skelton from Chippenham Museum 

talked about ‘Women’s Suffrage’ at our October 

meeting with references and photographs relevant 

to Chippenham and neighbouring towns.  What a 

raw deal women had!  Their husbands were not in 

favour of women having the vote fearing that there 

would be ‘an increase in lunacy’ and ‘economic chaos‘ - some husbands 

might still agree!  Despite peaceful campaigns and more militant ones, 

women over 30 obtained the vote in 1918 if they had a “strict moral 

character” and if their husbands would register them.  So, if you were a 

single lady or a widow you were unable to get a vote!  Finally, equal franchise 

was granted in 1928. 

Tina held a Coffee Morning on the 14th October, which was very well 

attended, and Janet B hosted a Craft Club evening on the 19th October - many 

thanks to both ladies.  We have been so busy that no more poppies are 

needed and Angela is putting the collage together which we hope to hang in 

the Village Hall.  Some members went to hear Michael Portillo, at the Annual 

Council Meeting in Salisbury, on the 20th October and, as expected, he was 

a very entertaining speaker!  

Congratulations to Paula for having one of her photos on the front cover of 

the 2016 Calendar!  The next theme is the “Hidden Corners of Wiltshire” and 

the deadline is the 31st December.  Unfortunately for us, Paula will be 

moving to Dorset in January and she will be greatly missed.  Thank you to 

Hazel who has offered to take over the monthly raffle from her but Paula is 

still looking for someone to volunteer for her Defibrillator duties.  

The ‘Edwardian Memorabilia’ Competition winner was Robyn. 

We have received a cheque from the Village Fete Committee, which will go 

towards the cost of speakers, 

Sally and Andrea will be stepping down as President and Treasurer, 

respectively, next year and we need two ladies to replace them.  Would you 

like to be more involved in our WI?  Please give it some thought, as this could 

be your chance?  
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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Dates for Diaries: 
Our Christmas Dinner is on Wednesday 2nd December at The Gladstone 

Arms - 7.00pm for 7.30pm and Tina and Julian are hosting the Christmas 

Cocktail Party, at their home, on the 23rd December.  There is no meeting in 

December as we are very busy with our social whirl but we will start off the 

New Year in good spirits with Keep Fit with Claire!  I think some of us may 

need it!!  The competition is for a Low Calorie Recipe! 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or Janet, on 814152, or just pop in - we’d love to see you.  Our meetings are 

held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne Hall, 

Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 

Christmas Fayre 
Thank you for your support for our stall at the above 

annual village event on Nov 21st.  As usual it was a 

warm, happy atmosphere getting us in the mood for 

the coming festivities - - - -!  We made a good sum for 

our funds. 

We are still raising money in order to provide spare parts as they need 

replacement.  For example, we are now putting in new electrode pads in two 

of our defibrillators. 

New Leader Needed 
The chair of our group is moving away so we now need someone new to help 

keep the three defibrillators up and running.  If you have a little time to spare 

please get in touch – it’s a very happy group and now we have the 

defibrillators installed, not a huge commitment. 

Visit and ‘like’ us on our Facebook page at Derry Hill and Studley 

Heartbeat.  

Happy, healthy Christmas to one and all! 

Emma Dadd 01249 817438 emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

 

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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GARDENING STEVE 
Hi!  What a mild November it has been, we are still cutting 

our lawns at Bowood.  December is sometimes a quiet 

month but there are jobs still to do; tall bush roses should 

be cut down by half to prevent wind rock.  The cuts do not 

need to be precise, as they will be pruned again in 

February.  Prune ornamental vines to two buds from the 

main stems thin out overcrowding shoots.  Bring forced 

prepared hyacinths and daffodils that have been outside for a few weeks, 

into a warm room to encourage them to flower in time for Christmas.  Keep 

turning the pot weekly to even the flowering.  Hyacinths are a favourite as 

they fill a room with their scent.  Feed the birds in cold weather.  Also keep 

a look out for hedgehogs that have hidden in leaf litter, leave them there for 

the winter.  Have a nice Christmas see you in January.  Happy gardening! 

Stephen Starr, Bowood gardener. 

SUE HARRISON WRITES 
A couple of years ago someone from 

Derry Hill asked me where I lived.  

When I said “Studley” his reply was 

so “you're a Studley Dumpling”.  

Recently I found that the local bowls 

team was also known as the 

'Dumplings' and I tried to discover 

why. 

It seems that it relates to a round stone set into a wall along Norley Lane (so 

covered in ivy that it proved almost impossible to find) on the wall of ‘Sandy 

Acre'. 

Although I have e-mailed the Chippenham Museum (who suggested the 

Swindon Museum) and spoken to other 'Dumplings', I have been unable to 

discover any positive information: one suggestion was an old millstone from 

the mill on the River Marden (surely it would be worn very smooth?). but 

my preference is the theory that it is part of a column from Stanley Abbey. 

I am hoping that someone reading the magazine will have the answer!  

Sue 
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CALNE W ITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 

Derry Hill and Studley are part 

of the Calne Without Parish 
The Parish Council met on 2nd November. 

The meeting was overshadowed by a new 

application by Bowood Reversionary Trust 

formally applying for Planning Permission 

for 53 houses at Blount’s Court (See 

October’s Editorial).  As the application was released just before the meeting 

it was decided to discuss it fully at the December meeting especially as an 

extension to the submission time was gained by the Clerk before the meeting.  

During Public Speaking time Keith Robbins asked why there was no formal 

recording of letters from the public in the minutes and why the road surface 

to Studley Hill had not been rectified.  On the first point Councillors voted 

later in the meeting that correspondence would in future be recorded in the 

minutes.  On the second point Ed Jones explained that a great deal of 

pressure had been applied to Wiltshire Council by the Parish Council and 

they would continue to do so.  Also at Public Speaking time Janet Robbins 

raised the new application for the Blount’s site and wished the council to be 

aware that the Studley Action group would be working to defeat it especially 

as there were significant differences between the old and the new 

application. 

In other business Bowood Estates was thanked for the repair to the Well 

House (Old Derry Hill) roof.  The clerk reported that ‘sinking patch’ at the 

junction of Lansdowne Crescent East and Church Road was being monitored 

by Highways.  The council heard from Councillor Kate Morley that no 

applications had been received for the Sun Edison Project since the last 

meeting though there were two in the pipeline.  

The next meeting will be 7th December 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

Further information about how you may bring an issue to the council is now 

on the website www.calnewithoutpc.org as are the official minutes once 

passed. 

These are my unofficial jottings from the meeting, which I hope you find 

informative.    

Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
The atrocities in Paris are currently in the news.  We have prayed in our 

churches today for peace and lit a candle for all who are caught up in the 

devastation; those who are traumatised, those who have died, those who are 

permanently maimed, those families that grieve – lives that have changed 

immeasurably.  We also pray for the perpetrators.  We pray they will have a 

change of heart.  We pray for governments and people of influence that they 

will want peace and trust in God to lead them into that peace.  As we enter 

the time of preparation for Christmas a plea for PEACE is uppermost in our 

hearts.  We also pray for hope, love and joy. 

All four are represented in the Advent wreath, one being the focus each week 

during the countdown to the celebration of Christ’s birth, the one also known 

as Emmanuel, which translated means ‘God with us’. 

Christmas is a timely reminder that God is indeed with us through all that 

happens here on Earth.  He is the source of our hope and love.  From love 

comes joy and peace.  To know his presence in our lives we need to trust in 

his love for all and not be alarmed by the Parisian events, and similar.  It is 

only by not being alarmed and by listening to God that we will hear what 

God is saying to us and be able to contribute to creating peace. 

On Christmas Day the sound of Peace will be tangible.  All will be still.  This 

peace is special and one can feel God very close. 

This year at the Carol Services the Peace Light will be lit, and where there are 

Christingles to be given out they will be lit from the Peace Light.  The Peace 

Light will have travelled from Bethlehem, across Europe to the United 

Kingdom.  It arrives in the Mid Wilts Scouts Headquarters in Potterne on 

14th December where candles will be lit and taken back to the scouting 

communities. 

The Christingles received at the Carol Services can be placed in our homes 

as a reminder that Christ brings Peace to us from the God who is Father of 

all.  Our calling is to spread that same Peace to a waiting world. 

Please pray for those whose Christmas is already marred with horror and 

grief and who live in continuous fear of losing their lives, family, homes and 

livelihood.  Pray that in some small way we answer God’s call to be part of 

that peace-making exercise. 

Wishing you a peaceful Christmas Season.  Ann 
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MOTHERS ’ UNION 
At Christ Church Mother’s Union November meeting, 

members we made decorations for the church. 

The second New Start coffee morning, which we held on 

Friday 6th November, was well attended and we were very 

pleased to be able to welcome parents into the church.  

Younger children who have not yet started school were also 

very welcome at the coffee morning, colouring activities and the children’s 

corner were available for them to use.  We are planning to hold the next 

coffee morning in January. 

For Marriage Week in February, as well as decorating the church, we would 

like to have a display of weddings that have taken place in Derry Hill 

Church.  We would be pleased to receive any items you may have for our 

display, photographs, orders of service and wedding dresses.  Please help us 

to promote weddings in our church by sharing your memories with us, the 

display we had last year was very well received.  If you have any items for 

the display please contact me, Deirdre Lias, 01249 822157.  Thank you. 

Our next meeting will be Afternoon Tea at Bowood Hotel on Wednesday 

9th December (please note the change of date).  Happy Christmas.  Deirdre 

NEWS FROM K INGSTON HOUSE 
Staff and residents will be out and about in Derry Hill Carol singing in 

December to raise funds towards a new minibus and we look forward to 

meeting you.  Please see our noticeboard for forthcoming events in December 

and we would like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported us over 

the last year.  Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to everyone from 

residents and staff at Kingston House. 

Linda.  01249 815555 

ADMINISTRATIVE HELP FOR THE VICAR!!  

I have been offered a grant by the Fulmer Trust for administration support 

that would pay for six hours of help per week.  Computer skills essential, 

including spreadsheets.  The work would be undertaken at The Vicarage.  

Please call me to explore the opportunity further.  Thank you!   

Reverend Ann: 01249 817926. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM REPORT . 
Just before 1pm on 15th October, the occupants of a red 

Renault Clio were discovered in a workshop of a 

residence by the house owner.  The vehicle in 

question is known to us and it is believed the 

occupants were looking for items to steal.  Please 

be aware of the type of vehicle and if you see 

anything suspicious, please give us a call. 

Safety Warning 
Police are urging people to be vigilant after a spate 

of frauds where people in Wiltshire have been 

tricked into handing over large amounts of money to 

criminals posing as police officers.   

Two women from Wiltshire were recently targeted and duped into travelling 

to London and handing over tens of thousands of pounds and valuable 

goods to fraudsters.  These cases are the latest in a spate of recent incidents 

where members of the public, sometimes vulnerable elderly people, have 

been tricked by scammers.   

We would urge people to be cautious when speaking to people over the 

phone who claim to be from the police, the bank or any other body.  It is 

important to know that anyone can fall foul of this crime as the suspects are 

polite, well-spoken and often use police terminology to lull you into a false 

sense of security.  The suspects will also insist that things are done “without 

delay” and push for money to be withdrawn as a matter of urgency in order 

to protect it.   

This is done to intimidate and confuse their victim.  Fraud is not just 

committed against the elderly and vulnerable and that the more that this type 

of crime is talked about between the residents of Wiltshire the more potential 

victims we will be protected.  A genuine police officer or bank official will 

NEVER ask you to reveal personal financial details, about your account over 

the phone.  They will NEVER ask you to withdraw or transfer money to 

different accounts or and deliver money to them at a named location.  A real 

police officer or bank official will not mind you checking them out.   
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However ALWAYS hang up your phone and use a different phone either 

mobile, friends or neighbours if necessary to make a call to 101 or to your 

local bank branch.   

The suspect will hold your landline open leading you to believe that you are 

dialling out when actually they are still there.  Never allow the person to 

transfer you.  ALWAYS use a number that you know to be true.  It is 

imperative that you NEVER ring a number that you have been given over 

the phone or received via an email link.  Use the number on the back of your 

bank card written along the top edge or use a number gained from your bank 

statement or via your banks secure internet website.   

If you have any reservations about the call put the phone down.  You will 

NEVER be asked to assist in an investigation in this manner.  Always speak 

to someone about what has happened.  Whether this is talking to a family 

member or mentioning it to you bank.  Do not keep quiet or make up a story 

about why you are withdrawing money because this is what you have been 

told to do over the phone.  You will NEVER be asked to do this by either 

banks or police.   

Remember, you are always in control of the call NOT the person calling you.  

Always hang up if you are suspicious and report it. 

School Parking 
I have received several reports regarding poor parking at Derry Hill School.   

Parents parking on Zig Zag lines, corners and without any consideration for 

the safety of the children. 

We will be attending the school over coming weeks and dealing with these 

issues.  Safety of the children is paramount.  Please use the parking provided 

and take a few moments more to walk to the school, in the interest of safety 

for our children. 

Christmas draws ever closer. 
A time to be vigilant and to thank you all for your continued, much 

appreciated support to the local police here in Calne. 

And of course, also a time to wish you all a Happy and peaceful festive 

season and joy in the New year. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill 

Community Beat Manager – Rural Calne NPT 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW  

The Garden of Evening Mists by Tan Twan Eng 
In the highlands of Malaya, a woman named 

Yun Ling sets out to build a memorial to her 

sister killed at the hands of the Japanese during 

the brutal occupation of her country. 

Yun Ling's quest leads her to the Garden Of 

Evening Mists and to Aritomo, a man of 

extraordinary skill and reputation, once the 

gardener of the Japanese Emperor. 

When she accepts his offer to become his apprentice, she begins a journey 

into his past that is inextricably linked with the secrets of her troubled 

country's history.  

Almost all our Book Club members enjoyed this book and would 

recommend it to anyone who wants an in depth read, especially those 

interested in Japanese gardening and tattoos! 

Ann Vaid 

VOTIVE CANDLES IN CHRIST CHURCH 
Christ Church PCC have decided to place a votive candle 

stand in church for your use.  If you would like at any time 

to come and say a prayer and light a candle for someone or 

for a situation, then you will be able to! 

The stand and candles will be at the front of the church near 

to the pulpit. 

A small donation for the candle would we welcome. 

AUCTION OF CHRIST CHURCH PAINTINGS 

Following the PSG Concert in Christ 

Church on Tuesday 8 December the 

paintings of Christ Church by David and 

Yvonne Auld will be auctioned. 

We hope to see you there! 
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CHRISTMAS WASTE COLLECTIONS 
There will be no collections on 25 December, 26 December and 1 January. 

Normal collections on Christmas Eve but then add one day to your normal 

collection day until Monday 11 January when normal collection days will 

begin again.  So if you normally would have a collection on Monday then 

during the Christmas period it will be Tuesday and if Friday it will be 

Monday and so on! 

Garden waste will not be collected from Christmas Day until Saturday 

9 January when garden waste for those who would normally have a 

collection on the 8th January will take place. 

You can check your revised waste and recycling collection dates and print 

off your waste calendar at: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/waste. 

If you have paid to have your garden waste collected at home, you can leave 

your real Christmas tree alongside your garden waste bin for collection 

between 9 and 31 January only.  Alternatively, they can be recycled at any of 

Wiltshire’s 11 household recycling centres. 

Don’t forget to recycle the following this Christmas  
In your blue lidded recycling bin - Christmas cards, cardboard tubes, 

wrapping paper (not foil or plastic) 

In your black box - Chocolate and biscuit tins, clean foil, including cake cases 

and washed foil turkey trays, Christmas card envelopes 

Household recycling centre opening hours 
All household recycling centres will be closed from 1pm on 24 December, 

and also all day on 25 December, 26 December and 1 January.  At all other 

times the centres are open during their revised normal opening hours, 

10am – 4pm, five days per week. 

Please check when your local household recycling centre is open before 

travelling. You can check the opening times at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/waste  

or on 0300 456 0102.  

Please note that all household recycling centres are likely to be very busy 

over the Christmas and New Year period.  Remember you can put out extra 

black box recycling by your box in separate plastic bags.  Second black boxes 

and blue lidded bins are available to any resident free of charge. 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/waste
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/waste
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KENTWOOD SHOW CHOIR  
An extract from Kentwood Show 

Choir’s Autumn 2015 Newsletter 

has been sent in by Averil Davis: 

Kentwood was invited to leave 

Swindon to help start the anniversary celebrations at Christ Church, 

Derry Hill, Near Calne.   

The choir did a selection of their repertoire from their May Showcase, 

including the complex arrangement of 'Name that Tune' for the occasion 

and this was supported by solos and duet performances.   

Paul Maguire accompanied our usual bassist Tracey on flute for the first 

time in his new arrangement of 'Autumn Leaves', which Sheila enjoyed 

so much she is considering putting it on regularly in future concerts.   

The choir were invited to stay after the concert to get to know the 

congregation and they us.  We hope their celebrations go well and look 

forward to singing for them again in the future. 

We have booked the Kentwood Choir again for 22 October 2016!  Ed, 

X33 THROUGH DERRY H ILL  
Angela Barker asked our MP, James Gray, about the 

reduction of the X33 bus service through Derry Hill.  Here 

is part of the reply she received from Philip Whitehead, 

Highways and Transport, Wiltshire Council: 

X33 was until January operated by APL Travel, without funding from the 

Council.  Towards the end of last year, the operator notified us that he 

intended to reduce the frequency of the service, as it was no longer viable.  

We managed to agree with him some changes that maintain a reasonable 

service between Calne and Devizes, which improved the situation for the 

majority of users, but were not able to provide a more frequent service 

between Derry Hill and Calne, where there are many fewer users, as the cost 

would not have been affordable to the council.  The Chippenham - Calne - 

Swindon service (55) runs every 20 minutes past Studley Crossroads 

although I appreciate that it is a long walk from some parts of the village 

and may not be readily accessible for some older or less mobile bus users. 

Thanks for finding out the facts for us Angela. Ed 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 


