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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 

Rooms and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
The other day I was going for a stroll to the 

Village Stores to get my paper and came 

across a man and woman; one with a rake 

and the other with a large bag.  As they had 

day-glow jackets on I wrongly assumed they 

were from ‘the council’.  As I drew nearer 

I realized they were folk I knew taking part 

in ‘Clean for the Queen’, organised in this 

case by the WI. (More on this below).   

Why on earth do people volunteer?  

I’m sure there are a variety of reasons, but the net result is that we live in a 

richer society and we certainly see that in our community.  From folk who 

pop into Kingston House to do activities with the residents, parents and 

others who help out in the ‘Baden Powell’ groups such as Brownies and 

Cubs, run our Village Hall, Fete, Parish Council, Church, Lunch Club, Youth 

Club, Youth Badminton, Defibrillator Committee.  I could go on.  There’s a 

lovely saying ‘Volunteers are unpaid, that’s because they are priceless’.  

Amen to that. 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays:  5th April, 3rd May 2016 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays: 18 April, 16th May 2016 

THE LANSDOWNE HALL  
The Annual General Meetings of the Trustees and the Management 

Committee will be held on Thursday 14th April 8.15pm in the NEW 

Meeting Room the Lansdowne Hall, Petty Lane, Derry Hill.  

All Hall users and residents of Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane are 

welcome to attend.   Refreshments will be served.   

Do come along and find out how the Hall is doing. 
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RAGWORT 
Every once in a while people get nudged into a state of panic over 

some issue or other, usually exacerbated by the media with wild 

claims.  One such is “ragwort” (Jacobaea vulgaris/Senecio jacobaea) 

about which there is much false science, hysteria and frankly 

idiocy.  So here is a brief factual guide. 

1. “It kills horses”:  Horses, sheep, cattle have been grazing alongside 

Ragwort for hundreds of thousands of years.  In its live state they 

will not eat it.  The only danger of poisoning is if:   

i. it inadvertently gets mown and put into hay- where it 

becomes tasteless;  

ii. if horses are actually starving they might be tempted, but 

probably not. (huge quantities are needed for fatality). 

2. “It will invade our gardens”:   Lots of things (nettles, weeds, wild 

flowers) could take over our gardens if we let it.  But we cope: that 

is what we gardeners do.  Weeding and control whilst ensuring 

a wide diversity and balance.  Besides which the rate of spread is far 

less than hysteria suggests (as DEFRA has shown).  It is a successful 

coloniser true, but so are many things – buddleia and rhododendron 

among them. 

3. “It is dangerous notifiable invader”:  There is no legal obligation 

to control or destroy it or notify anyone.  But as with any weed etc 

landowners/gardeners should keep it under some sort of 

control/balance. 

Now the good news: it is a native wildflower and a normal part of the 

British countryside.  And over thirty species of moth and butterfly 

feed on ragwort alone - and of these seven are officially scarce.  Many 

species would dramatically decline without it and some such as the Cinnabar 

Moth is totally dependent on ragwort for its survival (eating ragwort makes 

them distasteful to predators).  In some countries the moth is used as a 

natural ragwort controller.  77 species of insect use it as both home and 

food, and 117 further species use it as a nectar source. 

I always have a couple of clumps of it growing in my garden.  I just take care 

to dead-head after flowering so I don’t have too many popping up next year, 

as I do with many things.  So let’s enjoy that beautifully bright yellow Ragwort 

as a natural part of the rich panoply of our local Nature. 

©Stephen Ben Cox (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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BARN DANCE! 
Friends of Derry Hill School are delighted to be 

holding a Barn Dance on May 14th after a year 

off last year.  We have a new live band and caller 

who come highly recommended, so get your 

dancing shoes on!  Licensed Bar until 23.00, 

fantastic raffle prizes (tickets will be available 

before the event if you can’t make it but would 

like to enter the raffle, on sale from mid-April). 

There will be an unlimited supply of ‘nibbles’ 

throughout the evening, but no prepared supper 

on this occasion. 

For more information and to purchase your 

tickets please contact Sarah James on 07972 143061. 

1ST DERRY HILL BROWNIES 
Brownies finished 2015 with a trip to the Wyvern Theatre in Swindon to 

watch Snow White and the Severn Dwarfs.  Oh yes we did!! 

Brownies have been busy completing their Home Skills badge and we had 

an evening of Western Line dancing curtesy of our collected Sainsbury 

vouchers from last year. 

Brownies celebrated the Chinese New Year with activities and games 

provided by our two Senior Section Guides and the following week we ate 

pancakes with our favourite toppings, yummy.  

In March we completed some crafts for the Commonwealth Day and found 

out about Brownies in the commonwealth with activities from Australia and 

making a boomerang and a game with the Digeridoo in play.  We will be 

finishing off the term with Easter crafts and an Easter egg hunt. 

If any young girl aged 5 and up would like to join Girl Guiding, you can find 

us on the Girl Guiding website under the heading Join Us, where you can 

register your interest. 

10-12 JUNE QUEEN’S 90TH
 BIRTHDAY 

There will be a Flower Festival in Christ Church during the weekend in 

Christ Church so please reserve the date.  On the 12th June we will be 

joining in with the Village Picnic too.  Watch this space and the Village Picnic 

advertising too! 
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking to 

recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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PENSION JARGON 

Wiltshire Citizens Advice clears up pension jargon 

baffling consumers.  
“Flexi-access drawdown”, “open market option” and “safeguarded 

benefits” are some of the pension terms most confusing for consumers, 

reveals Wiltshire Citizens Advice. 

The local charity, which delivers 

face to face Pension Wise 

appointments in Wiltshire, South 

Gloucestershire, Bristol and Bath 

says people would find it easier to 

understand their pensions if the 

industry used simple, standard language to describe their products.  

Some people are also unclear about terms which appear to be more 

straightforward, putting them at risk of missing out on the best pension 

options for them. For example; staff have reported cases where consumers 

wrongly believed that their ‘selected retirement date’ was set in stone as 

the date they could access their pension, when in fact they could have 

accessed their savings ahead of this date. 

To help people get to grips with their pension, Pension Wise guiders have 

identified the pensions jargon which people find most perplexing and have 

explained them in simple terms. 

Recent research from national Citizens Advice shows more than a quarter 

of people with defined contribution pensions feel that they don’t understand 

their pension plan, while fewer than one in five feel very confident.  

Albert Ball, Pension Wise Project Manager said: “Pension decisions can 

be hard enough without having to translate tricky wording.  Many 

people coming to visit us are mystified by the jargon being used and 

our staff are here to help clear up the confusing language.  Having a 

better understanding of what the terms mean puts consumers on a 

better path to choosing a retirement option which suits them.” 

To book a free face to face or telephone Pension Wise appointment, if 

you are over 50, call 0300 330 1001 or 0800 138 3944 or visit 

www.pensionwise.gov.uk. You can also book an appointment for a later date 

by visiting your local Citizens Advice office. 

http://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
Our February meeting featured our popular Members’ 

Meal – and what a splendid evening it was!  Our delicious 

meal was cooked and served by Barbara and her team, 

gorgeous puddings were made by members (some 

people confessed to having three helpings!) and the 

beautiful table decorations and flowers were organised 

by Jan with the help of Janet S.  Many thanks to those 

who worked so hard to make it a special occasion and 

to everyone who washed up and cleared away. 

The Poppy Collage is now being framed and should be ready next month 

for members to see it at the March meeting. 

Dates for Diaries: 
Wilton House Visit on Thursday 16th June.  They are closed at the 

moment but Jackie will have a list for signing soon.   Please check your diaries 

if you’d like to come. 

Visit to Leekes Department Store (Melksham).  We have received 

an invitation to visit Leekes which will include talks, a tour, coffee, lunch and 

tea with all transport there and back being provided.   Most members were 

interested and Wednesday was chosen as the best day of the week.   We will 

choose two possible dates, at the next meeting, so bring your diaries with 

you. 

Our speaker for April is Maura Rossini who will talk on A Walk into 

the World of Italian Style.  The competition is a fashion accessory. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sally, on 817945, 

or Janet, on 814152 or just pop in - we’d love to see you.  Our meetings 

are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne 

Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Sheila 

APRIL SUPPER EVENING. 
The next supper evening is on 29th April at 7pm at Christ Church 

Derry Hill.  Attendees have encouraged us to raise the price to £10 per 

person.  With this you get a three-course meal and entertaining company. 

This month’s theme is England!  Gluten free and vegetarians catered for. 

For tickets contact Stephen Starr on 01249 821325 or 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com. 

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar 
Reverend Ann Massey 

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
01249 817926  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest 

confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, 

Funerals or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please 

contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

ADVANCE NOTICE - MAY 2016 SERVICES 

1 May 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

4:00pm Explore@4 Together 

8 May 2016 
11:00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

15 May 2016 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am Family Service  

22 May 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

29 May 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) at Foxham 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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VOTIVE CANDLES IN CHRIST CHURCH 
Just in case you were unaware, you are now able to light 

candles in Christ Church during the day in memory of loved 

ones.  Alternatively, you may wish to just come and sit 

quietly and reflect. 

TOWN HALL MOVIOLA. 
'The Dressmaker' (15) 
Starring Kate Winslet, Judy Davis and Liam 

Hemsworth. 

A glamorous woman returns to her small town 

in rural Australia and with her sewing machine 

and haute couture style, she transforms the 

women of the town but extracts sweet 

revenge on those who wronged her in the 

past. 

Wednesday 20th April at 7.30pm.  Doors 

open at 7.00.  Refreshments available.  Tickets 

£6.00 from the information centre or on the 

door. 

CLEAN FOR THE QUEEN - 5TH MARCH 
A dozen Derry Hill WI members and a few spouses 

had a few surprises when scouring their generally tidy 

village.  From the empties retrieved out of the 

hedgerow, to parts of cars, a deflated football, lots of 

crisp packets and cans, it seems that we are not as 

litter conscious as we should be!  Also sadly a minority 

of dog-walkers still lack diligence.  Wiltshire Council helpfully provided 

ample bags, safety vests and gloves, together with health and safety advice.  

After their morning forays, the various patrols gratefully enjoyed coffee and 

cakes at the home of Andrea and Douglas Colborne. 

 

“Do you need training for this job or do you just 

pick it up as you go along?”  
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To Let. 

Please contact the Advertising 

Coordinator 

Mr Keith Trerslove –  

01249 819077 
email: inspirederry@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Great Easter Bunny Hunt 
On Sunday March 20th in the afternoon, 

41 children and adults bravely set off 

round Derry Hill in search of bunnies, 

following the clues.  The Trail was 

created by Hazel Eastham and was great 

fun for all.  The competitors returned 

safely sometime later to claim their 

chocolate bunnies with glee.  We were 

blessed with lovely sunshine which made 

a great start to the Easter holidays and 

the beginning of spring.  Thanks to the 

helpers and to all for your support.  

Thanks also to Paul and Ginnie of the Lansdowne Arms for the loan of their 

porch! 

We raised just over £130 for our funds – amazing! 

 
Please let us know if you would like to join our group or have any ideas for 

fundraising. 

Emma Dadd 01249 817438 emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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FLORENTINE SLICE 
 

4 x 100g  Bars of Dark Chocolate 

300g Mixed dried fruit 

½ Tub of Glace Cherries, halved 

100g Shredded Coconut 

50g Butter, melted 

2 Eggs, beaten 

 

Line an 8” x 11” tin with foil.  Melt the chocolate and spread evenly over 

the base of the tin.  Pop in the fridge and leave to set.   Preheat oven to 

180°C, 350°F, GM 4.  In a bowl mix the dried fruit, cherries and coconut 

together, then add the melted butter and beaten egg.  Mix well. 

When the chocolate is set pour on the fruit mixture and spread evenly over 

the top, covering all the chocolate.  Bake in the oven for about 25 minutes, 

until golden brown.  When cool pop back into the fridge to set.  Turn out 

of the tin and cut into fingers. 

This is such a great recipe, it’s another one of those recipes that can be 

adapted to suit your taste.  Add some nuts or apricot pieces… anything 

really!  It’s also gluten free! 

I keep it in the fridge after I make it so it stays solid, though I have served it 

with the chocolate barely set and it’s really delicious…  I dare you to eat 

more than one slice!! 

Happy Baking 

The Secret Chef 

STOP PRESS:   
Please reserve Sunday 12th June, 2-6pm.  

Bring picnic food and associated paraphernalia and 

attend the Queen’s 90th Birthday Community 

Picnic at Derry Hill School field.   

More info to follow soon. 
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CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN APRIL 

Sun 3 April 
11am Holy Communion (CW) 

4pm 
Explore@4 Together - 
Spring/New Life 

Sun 10 April 11am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

Sun 17 April 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Family Service 

Sun 24 April 11am Holy Communion (CW)  

Christ Church has:  

Loop system, Kitchen, Toilet Facilities and Children’s Area. 

GARDENING STEVE 
Hi, Spring has sprung.  The buds are now appearing on 

many shrubs and trees and the birds are singing happily 

at the dawn chorus.  The migrating birds should be 

appearing soon.  The warmth and the spring rains will 

now bring on huge increases of slugs and snails which 

can deal a lot of damage to plants.  Spread slug pellets 

down but there is no need to put down a lot.  Feed 

your shrubs and plants, especially container grown, with a balanced fertilizer 

because like humans they need nutrients to survive.  Often people don’t 

feed plants in containers often enough.  They need to be fed at least once a 

month.  Keep on mowing regularly now if you haven’t done already.  Give 

your lawn a scarify to get rid of all the thatch that has built up.  This will get 

your lawn off to a good start.  After that apply a lawn weed killer and feed. 

Prune Forsythias and Chaenomeles.  These two shrubs put on a terrific 

colour in the spring the method of pruning these is the same.  When the 

flowers are over cut back the flowered shoots to two or three buds from 

the base - this will give growth for next year.  Climbing and rambling roses 

should now be tied in, tie them horizontal as far as possible, this will enable 

them to give a good display of flower.  Also keep tying in the new shoots of 

clematis as they grow. 

See you next month.  

Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener 
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CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are in this Parish) 

There were two meetings last time the Parish council 

met (7th March); the Annual Meeting and the normal 

business meeting.  The first is to receive a report from 

the Chairman on the past year’s activities and to listen 

to any points from the public.  When the floor was 

opened to the public there were questions on the lack of play equipment in 

the area of Derry Hill and Studley, the War Memorial and the Studley Hill 

road surface.  Councillor Colin Bell explained that he was trying to form a 

committee of parents to look at the options for a play area for young ones 

and was keen to get going as the Parish Council did have some money 

available to go towards such a project.  He also reported that he now had a 

volunteer for the maintenance of the War Memorial.  Studley resident, Keith 

Robbins, brought up the repair that had recently been carried out on the 

road surface of Studley Hill.  He pointed out that whilst the surface had been 

repaired the spring was still running down the road and this will have a 

detrimental effect if the temperature drops below freezing.  The Chairman, 

Ed Jones, agreed and said despite several discussions with Highways they 

had ignored the spring and failed to culvert or divert it so that it didn’t run 

across the road.  Further lobbying will now be needed to resolve this. 

Later on in the meeting it was noted that Highways had still failed to resolve 

the sinking roadway in Church Road despite several emails. 

When the council discussed planning it was noted that two more 

applications for development in Calne had been passed – Land off Oxford 

Road and an additional one in Marden Farm.  Wiltshire council felt they 

couldn’t oppose these as they would probably lose at appeal (with 

subsequent costs being awarded against them).  The reasons given for this 

were that Wiltshire cannot demonstrate a five year supply of deliverable 

housing sites in this northern area.  This is primarily caused by the 

Chippenham Sites Plan not being passed yet by the inspector.  The second 

reason is that the Neighbourhood Plan that is currently being developed is 

not sufficiently developed to influence this.  Friends of Blount’s Court should 

note these rather unsettling points.  

The next meeting will be on 4th April 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

The website www.calnewithoutpc.org contains the official minutes, once 

passed, and other information.  Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor. 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
As the Second World War rages, 

the Japanese Imperial Army enters 

Burma and the British rulers 

prepare to flee.  But the human 

legacy of the British Empire is left 

behind in the shape of sixty-two 

Anglo-Burmese children, born to 

local women after affairs with 

foreign men.  Being mixed race they 

are not acknowledged by either side 

and they are to be abandoned with 

no one to protect them.  Their 

teacher, Grace Collins, a young 

Englishwoman, refuses to join the 

European evacuation and instead 

sets out to deliver the orphans to 

the safety of India.  She faces 

impossible odds because between 

her and India lie one thousand miles 

of jungle, mountains, rivers and the 

constant, unseen threat of the Japanese.  With Japanese soldiers chasing 

them down, the groups chances of survival shrink - until they come across 

a herd of fifty-three elephants who, with their awesome strength and 

kindness, quickly become the orphans only hope of survival.  Based on a true 

story, Elephant Moon is a tale of courage and compassion in the midst of 

brutality and destruction.  A compelling story of survival, set in one of the 

lesser-known events of WWII. 

For once at book group we all shared a very similar opinion on this book.  

There were some good dramatic and heart-warming moments in the story, 

despite the harrowing subject matter.  We felt there wasn't enough depth 

given to the characters who came across as one dimensional.  The story 

itself was pacey and gripping in parts, however, we felt that John Sweeney, 

an experienced journalist, could really have developed the story line and the 

characters further.  An interesting read about the history of Burma during 

the Second World War. 

Anyone wanting to borrow any of our book club choices can contact Dani 

on 01249 812794.  Sally 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
I hope you have all enjoyed the Easter break.   

Francis the Donkey joined us at Kingston House and guided us back to 

Christ Church.  We were fortunate that it stayed dry for our walk which 

included about forty people.  Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week 

and the following week was as intense as it always seems to be in the church.  

During Holy Week many Christians try to put themselves into Jesus place 

so that they can have some idea of what he endured for them.  It is so easy 

to sanitise the events of Holy Week.  However, much of what happened 

then goes on today in our daily lives too but not usually with the same 

physical consequences.   

The consequences of vindictiveness and gossip are often emotional, 

a lowering of self-esteem, depression, instability – mainly for the victim. 

Why do people think the excuse for believing bad of someone is ‘there is 

always a grain of truth’ in what has been said.  The point I am making is that 

thinking the worst of people doesn’t seem to make the ‘victim’ or the 

‘attacker’ feel any better.  So, why do people do it?  Why are people ready 

to believe bad things about somebody, even though they may know them.  

Why do they not assert positive views instead? 

We are reminded during Holy Week of Jesus great sacrifice that rather than 

fight a losing battle of words, he said nothing – and went to the cross 

allowing those who felt they had more to gain by persecuting him and 

destroying his reputation to have their way – rather than have his words 

further manipulated against him. 

Easter Day comes, the evil against Jesus is overwhelmed by God’s love.  Jesus 

forgives his enemies and those that failed to voice their support for him.  He 

moves on to a new beginning, he gives those who murdered him a new 

beginning, a second chance. 

This is how it should be between countries, families, friends, organisations 

that compete with one another for whatever reason – jealousy, envy, pride 

and so on. 

This Easter, if you are judging someone badly perhaps you could ask yourself 

if their context is the same as yours and ask yourself ‘why’ you have such 

negative thoughts about them.  Perhaps you have never even met them?! 

May the new life of Easter bring us all a fresh start and belief that we are 

working together for the greater good!  Ann 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the cost 

of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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MOTHER’S UNION  
Derry Hill Mothers Union met in church on 

March 2 with Deirdre opening the meeting 

with prayers and readings.  We were joined 

by the Deanery Chairperson.  The New 

Start Coffee Morning held in church at the 

end of February was attended by several 

mothers of reception class children.  The 

mothers were served toast and coffee with fruit and cakes for the toddlers.  

Some of the mothers said they would like to contribute to the cost of the 

Coffee Morning so we agreed to put a bowl for donations out next time.  

The next New Start Coffee Morning is on April 15th.   We hope many will 

take the opportunity to come and have a relaxing chat with friends.  

New chairs and tables have now been added into the children's corner.  

These were brought with the grant from the village fete committee and 

replaced the plastic ones that were showing signs of wear.   

Members voiced enthusiasm at the suggestion that we should enter the 

wheelbarrow parade at the village fete.  They were asked to bring ideas and 

suggestions to the next meeting.  We wondered if any other church 

members would be willing to help and will ask around.   

Reverend Ann then lead us in a discussion on this year’s theme of 

‘Celebration of Faith’.  Members told of experiences of times when prayer 

and faith has helped them.  Reverend Ann encouraged to us to share our 

faith with others.  At the end of the meeting Deirdre and Nan served tea 

and biscuits.  The next meeting is on April 6th at 2:30pm when we will be 

making plans for the ‘Big Lunch’ to be held on May 4th.  

New members and visitors are always welcome.  For information ring 

Deirdre on (01249) 822157. 

SEDER MEAL 
The Seder Meal – the Haggadah – was celebrated during Holy Week.  

We were delighted to welcome twenty members of Dayspring into Christ 

Church for this important celebration of the exodus of the Israelites from 

Egypt, led by Moses.   With forty participants it really was a celebration and 

it helped us to engage with what the Jewish people were doing in Jerusalem 

on that first Easter.  
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
Hints for Women,  

April 1955 

Monday’s Washing 
Care of Nylon.  All domestic bleaches rot 

nylon.  If by chance you upset a bottle on 

any type of nylon, i.e. stocking or fabric, 

minimise the damage by soaking the 

affected article immediately in water.  

Another point about nylon not generally 

known is that it will boil, providing the 

temperature is not raised above 400°F. 

(This is the melting point of nylon) 

Tuesday’s Sewing 
Button-holes.  Before working button-

holes, cover hole with New Skin or 

colourless nail varnish.  Leave for a few seconds to dry, then you will have a 

firm edge to the button-hole.  This is very helpful for nylon, voile and other 

materials which fray easily. 

Wednesday’s Nursing 
In Hospital.  Instead of taking whole oranges to a patient in hospital, especially 

if you are a daily visitor, try this method: At home peel and skin two oranges 

and put them into one of those small screw-top jars as used for honey, etc.  

The oranges will remain fresh and moist for quite a time and can be eaten 

at leisure without any effort on the patient’s part and no linen will be spoilt 

by the orange juice.  

Thursday’s Cooking 
Two tips.  When making suet crust for puddings, mix with lukewarm water 

instead of cold.  The result is much lighter and more digestible.  When frying 

eggs, sprinkle a little cornflour or plain flour into the pan after putting in the 

fat.  This will prevent the eggs from popping and splashing the hot fat. 

Friday’s Household 
Clean Windows.  When you have spring-cleaned your windows, give them a 

good rub over with some furniture cream.  They will stay clean for a long 

time and you will not have so many flies on them. 



28 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 


