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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 

Rooms and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
May is a wonderful month and Mother 

Nature is in full bloom with two Bank 

Holidays for folk to go out and enjoy 

everything.  What’s to do?  Folk often 

indulge in their favourite hobbies; I hope to 

be out Morris dancing on both dates, 

especially at the Chippenham Folk Festival. 

May of course is the time we traditionally 

celebrate new life with various forms of 

dancing and jollity.  I can’t begin to imagine 

how many different activities people get up to over the Bank Holidays.  

I’ve just had a brochure from the National Trust.  This organisation is 

brimming full of wonderful, exciting places to visit; try Dyrham Park and 

view the breath taking display of bulbs.   

Of course we have wonderful Bowood on our doorstep (Tractor Ted Big 

Machine Weekend May 28th) with the Cherhill Downs and Avebury not 

far away.  On May 14th we have the Calne Duck Race which is 

immensely popular and a Calne Classic Car Run on Sunday 22nd.  

Cycle Wiltshire is for the more energetic and happens on 8th May, a 

mere 110 miles!    

Whatever you get up to I hope you enjoy the May breaks. 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays: 3rd May, 31st May 2016 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays:  16th May, 13th June 2016 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF ROAD CLOSURE 
It might be as well to put a note in your diary that the A4 in Calne (the 

part by the Lansdowne Strand) and Church Street Calne will be closed on 

Saturday 25th June from early afternoon 2pm to 6pm.  Church Street 

will be closed longer – from 2pm to 8pm.  This is to allow the Summer 

Festival and Carnival to take place.  Diversions will be in place. 
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STUDLEY MANOR AND BUCKHILL 
Buckhill is now on the southern side of the New Road of the A4, (part way 

down Black Dog Hill).  The Old A4 went up from the Lysley Arms to Golden 

Gates then down Church Road and Old Road to the A4 at the Soho Inn.  

The estate called Buckhill may have belonged to Robert Foreman in 1687, 

and by 1728 a 21-acre estate there belonged to Arthur Foreman.  This 

estate descended down in the Foreman family and on the death of Rachel 

Foreman and George Foreman in 1808 passed to Ruth Foreman.  Then 

about 1810-11 it was acquired by John Merewether and in 1818 

Merewether gave it to Henry, Marquis of Lansdowne, in an exchange.  

Buckhill House stood on the estate.  It is a two-storied stone house built in 

the late 18th century or early 19th on an L plan with a main three-bayed 

north front and a mansard roof; rear wings were added later. 

At the Dissolution of Stanley Abbey during the Reformation of Henry V111 

it was said to receive £4 2s. 4d. from its lands at Studley, a statement which 

is inexplicable because there is no evidence that other land had been 

acquired.  The rent from two acres at Studley was given to Bradenstoke 

Priory in Lyneham by William de Chinnok in the early 13th century and may 

have been kept by the priory until the Dissolution.  Bicester priory (Oxon.) 

had acquired a rent from land at Studley by 1421, probably by 1405; at the 

Dissolution its claims to a rent of seven shillings from a tenement at Studley 

were disputed by the lord of Studley manor.  

A site at Studley on which the nuns had built a grange was given to the priory 

by Alexander of Studley c1280.  At the Dissolution the tithes passed from 

the prior to the Crown and in 1538 were granted to Sir Richard Long 

(d1546).  They descended to Sir Richard's son Henry (d1573) and to 

Henry's daughter Elizabeth (d1611), the wife of Sir William Russell (cr. Lord 

Russell 1603, d1613).  In 1598 the title to the tithes of Studley farm was 

disputed between the Russells and the tenant of the farm, John Norborne, 

who claimed to hold the tithes by a lease from the treasurer and in the 

earlier 19th century the only owners of tithes from Studley were the 

treasurer and the vicar of Calne.  The Russells' right or claim to the tithes 

may later have been acquired by a lord of Studley manor, and it may have 

been represented by the exemption from tithes which in 1728 the lord of 

the manor enjoyed in respect of part of his farm called Berhill.  So if you are 

ever wont to wander down the A4 late at night just be on your watch in 

case some errant Nun, Prior or Knight espies you. 

©Stephen Ben Cox (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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HM QUEEN ELIZABETH 
90th Birthday Community Picnic 
Hopefully, you have already picked up on the news that the communities of 

Derry Hill and Studley will come together from 2pm to 6pm on Sunday 

12th June to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday.  We are 

holding a self-sufficient community picnic on the school field and you and 

your neighbours are all cordially invited to attend.   

The feedback I have had to date suggest that this is a welcome initiative 

which promises to be well supported.  The idea is that instead of any 

individual street parties you may have been considering, we invite you to 

join the happy throng.  Bring with you all your best picnic paraphernalia and 

consumables and make an afternoon of it.   Get out the bunting and establish 

a Barry Place or Chapel Street ghetto or perhaps a Derry Hill Tots or 

WI area on the field or just meet someone new and enjoy a picnic in the 

sun.  This is a low maintenance event, meaning that it’s down to us all to 

create a bit of the atmosphere.  However, our village groups will provide a 

bar, a BBQ and refreshments, a fancy dress parade (detail to follow) a quiz 

and, just in case you have eaten one or two too many sausage rolls, an 

opportunity for a mass open air aerobics session.  We will have a PA system 

and play some of the classic sounds of the last 90 years.  Finally, this coincides 

with Christ Church’s Flower Festival and the gate will be open between the 

school field and the church in order to allow you to admire the many floral 

decorations I am sure will be on display (10am-5pm Saturday and Sunday!). 

It’s not too late to get involved in laying on something for the community 

during the afternoon and if you wish to do so then please contact me on the 

details below.  The Lansdowne Hall is booked all day so if you want to 

arrange something in the evening in the hall then please contact me in the 

first instance and we’ll take it from there. 

Now, the official notices.  The event is free to attend but there are one or 

two things on which you can spend some money if you wish.  There will be 

no seating or tables provided on the day.  I am afraid that no glasses or 

glassware can be taken onto the school field (so please plan ahead for that 

one) and no pets are allowed.  There will be access to the Lansdowne Hall 

for the use of toilets. 

Finally, this is not to be confused with the fete, which will take place on Sat 

9th July and we still expect a full turnout for that too!!! 

Peter Prater - peterprater@btinternet.com 07912 466453 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking to 

recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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A NEW PHISH IN THE NET 
Please be aware of a new type 

of phishing email, which includes 

the victim’s home address.  

Phishing emails are deigned to 

steal your personal details 

or contain links to websites that 

are infected with malware (such 

as computer viruses). 

The perfectly written email 

states that a large amount of 

money is owed to a UK firm, 

which varies per email, along 

with an exact address of the victim. 

It contains correct spelling and grammar and, along with the victim’s name 

and address, can appear genuine at first sight.  The demand is in the range 

of £800 to £900. 

Advice for dealing with any phishing emails  
• Do not click or open unfamiliar links in emails or on websites.  

• If you have clicked on a link, seek professional advice by contacting 

Action Fraud on what steps to take. 

• Check the legitimacy of the email with the company that has 

supposedly sent it. 

• It is a good idea to find a telephone number for the company 

independently from the email, such as through Google, as the 

phone number provided in the email may be fake or go directly to 

the suspect. 

• Ensure you have up-to-date anti-virus software and perform regular 

scans to prevent most malware from ending up on your computer. 

• Be aware of any financial requests via email. People can easily pose 

as management in emails – call the person if in doubt. 

Please also be wary of any email that claims that you must appear in court 

which prompts you to open an attached file for details. 

Please report suspicious emails to Action Fraud online or by telephoning 

0300 123 2040. 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
We welcomed Alan Truscott back to talk to us on 

Antiques and he handed out items from his own ‘cabinet 

of curiosities’.  He and his wife have 139 different 

collections.  We had to guess the age and purpose of 

each item none of which, he assured us, was very 

valuable.  There was a Brazil nut case, a toddy lifter, a 

500-year old whistle from Peru and an ice-cream lick, 

the use of which eventually was banned for spreading 

typhoid.  To assist a maid in climbing the stairs carrying a tray, he had an 

aptly named ‘skirt lifter‘!  All contributed to an interesting evening of social 

history.  Jan Ephgrave won the competition for the most interesting antique, 

which was also an ice cream lick! 

The meeting was also our Annual Meeting and we thank Sally very much for 

her three years as President.  Angela is stepping down after 16 years on the 

Committee, that will be a hard one to beat!  Sheila Rosekilly was elected as 

President and Elizabeth McCarthy has joined the committee. 

Dates for your Diary: 
• Visit to Leekes Department Store (Melksham).  We have received an 

invitation to a lady’s day at Leekes.  Our chosen possible days are Wed 

1st June and Wed 17th August. 

• Wilton House Visit on Thursday 16th June. Jackie has a list for signing if 

you’d like to go.  

• Village Fete on Sat 9th July.  We will be doing our usual sweet and 

chocolate tombola, books, CDs and DVDs and jigsaws and probably a 

Treasure Hunt for small children. 

Our next meeting will be on the 25th May and our speaker will be 

Stephen Wells who will talk on the Life and Crimes of Jack the Ripper.  

The competition will be for a favourite crime novel. 

This will be my last report, as I shall be fully occupied with the duties of 

President, but I am handing over to Terry Wilson, our new Press Secretary, 

who will be telling you about all our exciting events! 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sheila on 814538, 

or Janet on 814152 or just pop in - we’d love to see you.  Our meetings 

are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The Lansdowne 

Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm.  Sheila 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar 
Reverend Ann Massey 

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
01249 817926  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest 

confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 

Mrs Deirdre Lias 

01249 821325 

01249 822157 

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, 

Funerals or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please 

contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

ADVANCE NOTICE - JUNE 2016 SERVICES 

5 June 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

4:00pm Explore@4 Together 

12 June 2016 
11:00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

19 June 2016 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am Family Service  

26 June 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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IMPROVEMENTS TO CALNE LIBRARY 
Improvements to Calne Library were discussed with local 

people at an Area Board meeting on 5th April.  Importantly, 

it was made clear that Calne Library will remain open and 

staffed during the current opening hours. 

Jonathon Seed, cabinet member for libraries, said:  

“The refurbishments and improvements to Calne Library will enhance 

the service, and there are no plans to reduce the current staffed hours 

of opening.  Libraries are at the heart of local communities and we 

want to ensure the library in Calne is sustainable into the future as 

well as being accessible to all residents. This includes opening at times, 

including the current Wednesday closure, for those who may not be 

able to access library facilities during normal opening hours. We also 

want to enable the community to use this central town space for 

meetings, activities and events.  Children are key to the future success 

of our libraries, and we are active in encouraging them to read and 

have a love of books. We will continue to run all the current junior 

sessions.  The new swipe card system being introduced to Calne is safe 

and secure and has been a huge success in other parts of the country. 

We also have extensive experience of running an unmanned library in 

Springfield Community Centre at Corsham.  Calne residents who want 

to use the library outside staffed hours will be able to sign up for cards 

which will allow them to securely access the building and borrow or 

return books, or to participate in community meetings, events and 

activities, out of normal hours by simply swiping their card and 

entering a code number.  Although we believe it is right to invest in 

Calne library’s sustainability, approaches have been made from other 

communities for alternative investment. If people in Calne do not want 

enhancements in their library, we will consider these other 

approaches.” 

Wiltshire Council will be carrying out a programme of work to improve the 

library in Calne to create the Calne Community Hub and Library. 

The work at the library is due to start this month (April) and will take around 

10 weeks to complete.  The completion of the hub will preserve and protect 

the library, deliver more flexible community space, and improve the out of 

hours offer for local residents.  

(from a Report in Calne Our Community Matters) 
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CALNE COMMUNITY NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
(This includes Derry Hill and Studley) 

February and March saw a major consultation phase of the Calne 

Community Neighbourhood Plan being undertaken.  Combining a mixture 

of four events across the Town and Calne Without Parish along with an 

online and paper survey, over 400 people responded with their views and 

opinions around the issues that the Steering Group is working on.  There 

were over 4,000 detailed comments made around a range of issues; 

including Housing, Environment, Getting Around, Heritage and 

Conservation, Shopping and Working, Health, Leisure, Wellbeing and 

Renewable Energy. 

The comments made have been incredibly insightful and useful in developing 

the plan and have assisted the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group in 

moving the plan forward. 

Answers provided very clear views on some issues:  the survey showed 90% 

of respondents being in favour of protecting the “green buffer” around 

Calne; 94% supported the retention of small scale convenience shops; and 

77% of respondents were in favour of a policy which would support the 

creation of Calne Sand Pits as a Local Nature Reserve. 

Housing issues, specifically, will need further consultation to define precisely 

what sites for development should ultimately be in the plan.  An interesting 

response to the question asking:  If the quantity, location and community 

benefits could be locally defined (through the Neighbourhood Plan), would 

people support some limited housing growth in Calne and Calne Without; 

50% said that they would and 30% said that they weren’t sure or it 

depended on what benefits would be gained.  Therefore, an immediate 

action for the Steering Group is to go back out to consultation to help define 

where and what benefits would be gained. 

The Steering Group is now working hard to move the plan onto its next 

stage; some additional consultation, before developing the draft plan. 

If you’d like to be kept up to date with the plan, follow the link on the Calne 

Without Parish Council Website: www.calnewithpc.org. 

http://www.calnewithpc.org/
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CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN MAY 

Sun 1 May 

11am Holy Communion (CW) 

4pm 
Explore@4 Together 
 – Holy Spirit 

Thurs 5 May 7.30pm 
Ascension Day: Reflections & 

Readings with Holy Comm. 
Sun 8 May 11am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

Sun 15 May 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 
11am Family Service (Pentecost) 

Sun 22 May 11am Holy Communion (CW)  

Sun 29 May 11am 
Holy Communion (CW) at 

Foxham 

Christ Church has:  

Loop system, Kitchen, Toilet Facilities and Children’s Area. 

GARDENING STEVE 
Hi, we are now well into the growing season.  

At the end of May, you can start planting out 

the summer bedding plants.  Before you do that 

harden the plants off so they can acclimatise to 

the outside conditions.  Apply plenty of 

fertilizer to the ground first then after planting 

put slug pellets down. 

You can now start clipping the Box hedges with a sharp pair of shears or 

you can use a hedge cutter.  Clean up all the clippings then feed the Box 

with a good fertilizer.  Be on the lookout for Box Blight.  This is a deadly 

disease for Box bushes.  Start spraying as soon as you see the plant becoming 

black. It progresses to brown; this can happen overnight. Now start spraying 

all your roses on a fortnightly interval this will keep all your roses pest free 

and healthy. The best rose spray is Rose Clear.  Keep on tying in new shoots 

of Clematis and other wall climbers.  Daffodils should now be deadheaded 

so the goodness can be put back into the bulb.  Never tie the green stems 

into a knot; let the plant die back naturally.  

I hope you can all start to enjoy your gardens now that everything has 

started to grow.  See you next month.  Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener.  

Stephen Starr - Bowood Gardener 
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DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
News Members Needed 
Our small committee needs some new 

members if anyone would like to help us. 

We meet four times a year to discuss the 

upkeep and maintenance of our three 

defibrillators in the village and fundraising 

ideas we can run at the fete and other village 

events.   

We have fun together 

while doing this as you can 

see in this recent picture of 

our Bunny Hunt which 

shows Hazel presenting 

chocolate bunnies to some 

successful competitors. 

We will also need a new 

chairperson later in the 

year as the current chair is 

moving house. 

Have you got First Aid 

Qualifications? 

We need a person with 

First Aid skills to help 

teach first aid to members 

of our youth groups in the 

village and do CPR 

refresher training with 

adults. 

 

Please get in touch if you can help in any way – thanks in advance! 

Emma Dadd 01249 817438 emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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CORNISH FAIRINGS 

100g (4oz) Butter 

100g (4oz) Sugar 

100g (4oz) Golden syrup 

225g (8oz) Plain flour, sifted 

1 tspn Baking powder 

1 tspn Bicarbonate of soda 

1 tspn of each Ground ginger, 

mixed spice and 

cinnamon 

Preheat oven to 150°C, 300°F, GM2 

Grease two or three baking trays.  Put the butter, syrup and sugar in a small 

pan and melt gently over a low heat.  Mix together the dry ingredients.  

When the sugar has dissolved in the pan, pour over onto the dry ingredients.   

Mix into a soft dough.  If it’s still a bit sticky just add a touch more flour.  

Roll the dough mix into small balls, walnut size and then place them on the 

baking trays.  Leave plenty of room as they will spread during baking.  Press 

each ball down lightly (I use the back of a fork).   Pop into the oven for 10-

15 minutes. Remove from oven and leave on trays to cool for 5 mins then 

lift them onto a cooling rack to cool completely.  

I’d forgotten how yummy these biscuits were until I made a batch during the 

holidays.  From start to finish the biscuit took less than thirty minutes…and 

takes my children less than five mins to scoff the lot!!!! 

Happy Baking 

The Secret Chef 

TOWN HALL MOVIOLA  
The film for May will be 'The Danish Girl' (15) starring Eddie 

Redmayne, Alicia Vikander, Ben Wishaw and Mattias Schoenaerts. 

The story (based on fact) of Danish artists Elnar and Gerda 

Wegener and Elnars search for his true sexuality. 

Directed by Tom Hooper - 'The Kings Speech' and 'Les Miserables'. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on Weds 18th May at 7.30pm.  Doors open 

at 7.00pm.  Tickets £6.00 available from the information office or on the 

door.  Refreshments available 



20 

CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are in this Parish) 

The latest meeting was held on 4th April. 

Parish Councillors were briefed on their liability 

position by Wiltshire Councillor Christine Crisp. 

It was noted that Highways have still failed to 

resolve the sinking roadway in Church Road 

despite several emails.   Consultation is still going 

on concerning the unsatisfactory repair to Studley 

Hill. 

Councillor Morley explained the complicated situation concerning the Hill’s 

Waste application to make the re-cycling facility at Lower Compton 

permanent.  A hearing is due to be held soon. 

The Sun Edison Grants sub-group reported there were quite a few projects 

in the pipeline including an application to help renew the Scout Hut roof in 

Old Road.  There is also a project to sow wild flowers in various parts of 

the parish, including Church Road, and plans to fund interactive speed signs 

in Mile Elm and Sandy Lane. 

A report on the Neighbourhood Plan was considered and Councillor Aylen 

said that it was hoped that the plan would be in place by November 2016. 

(See update on the Plan elsewhere in this magazine) 

The next meeting will be on 9th May 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

These are my own jottings to help keep you up to date.   

The website www.calnewithoutpc.org contains the official minutes, once 

passed, and other information.  Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor. 

MAY SUPPER EVENING  
27th May at 7pm Christ Church 

Derry Hill 
This month is a Persian evening with a three-

course supper.  Tickets £10 per person from 

Stephen Starr 01249 821325.  Gluten free and 

vegetarians catered for.  

These suppers are getting very popular so please book.  Stephen 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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NEWS FROM RUB-A-DUB  
We have finished another couple of busy terms at Rub-

A-Dub with lots of fun events for the children (and 

staff!).  World Book Day is always popular with reading 

and talking about favourite stories all day.  A visit from 

Calne Library was enjoyed by all.  The sponsored 

Bounce was very popular; great fun bouncing and 

fundraising at the same time.  For Sports Relief on the 18th March the 

children and staff came to their sessions in their sportswear and had lots of 

fun being energetic and talking about being healthy.  During the last week of 

term four, several Easter Egg hunts were enjoyed! 

The children followed the topic Roles in the Community and Rising Stars 

enjoyed ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’ as part of their Letters and Sounds program. 

We have some great fundraising events coming up, please watch out for 

further news and we hope as many of you will get involved as possible; we 

always plan to have lots of fun! 

If you collect the Active Kids Vouchers, Rub-A-Dub would be very grateful 

for any of these to help source new fantastic equipment.   

We do still have some vacancies on the committee, an Independent 

Examiner for our accounts and the Treasurer and Vice-Treasurer roles.  If 

you would be interested in any of these roles, please contact Crystal 

Alford at rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk  

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION IN   

CHRIST CHURCH 
A weekly meditation group in Christ Church will meet at 6.30pm for 30 

minutes from the 15th June 2016.  There will be six introductory sessions 

so, if you haven’t tried it before and would like to find out more do come 

along. 

This isn’t a service…. This is quiet time.  A time of listening to gentle music 

as we enter and leave the church.  We will hear some words for a few 

minutes only and then there will be around 20 minutes of quiet to meditate.  

This will be followed by a Biblical reading or whatever the leader decides.  

Our leader is Janet Robbins but it is hoped that in time the role will be 

shared.  Please do come and ‘be’.  Refresh and renew mid-week with God. 

Find peace.  To know more please call Janet Robbins: 07774885458 

mailto:rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
Gillespie and I by Jane Harris 
Gillespie and I is a fictional memoir narrated by 

an elderly lady, Harriet Baxter in 1933 from her 

house in Bloomsbury square where she lives 

with her maid and two lovebirds for company.  

It is a book she feels she must write, "Who, if 

not me was dealt that hand." 

Her story is about a time much earlier in her life 

- 1988 - when she went to Glasgow at the time 

of the International Exhibition.  Here a bizarre 

accident brings Harriet into the lives of the 

Gillespies, Ned, a talented young artist, his wife, 

Annie, an aspiring artist, their two children, Sybil 

and Rose, Ned's mother, Elspeth, Ned's brother, 

Kenneth, and his sister, Mabel. 

Harriet quickly becomes embroiled in their lives and as their eager friend, 

supports them through commissioning Annie to paint her portrait, helping 

with the housework and other family matters.  Most importantly she 

supports, nurtures and advises Ned, whom she believes is hampered by his 

financial and paternal responsibilities and she wishes to free him so that he 

can reach his potential as an artist and achieve the fame and recognition he 

deserves.  

But tragedy strikes, all is not as it seems and it transpires that something a 

lot darker is going on than we might have first realised.  The second part of 

the book concerns the compelling notorious crime trail during which 

Harriet reviews and reflects upon the evidence so far. 

This is a novel about loneliness and obsession but with veins of wicked 

humour running throughout.  As events unfold the reader is taken on an 

absorbing journey, where atmosphere and period haunt the pages and one 

is left wondering where truth ends and fiction begins....   

It’s very difficult to write a review of this book without ruining it but I do 

recommend it as a read.  

Sue Deedigan 
Anyone wanting to borrow any of our book club choices can contact Dani 

on 01249 812794.  Sally 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
May!  The days are getting longer – and warmer we hope.  The light helps 

us to relax with barbecues and paddling pools and gives us an opportunity 

to go for a gentle stroll and enjoy the world around us that we so easily miss 

when we are rushing around from one thing to another. 

I hear so many people saying, time goes so quickly, where does it go? 

Sometimes, we just have to create a space to be still.  It may be a bench at 

the bottom of the garden with a cup of tea – or something stronger.  It may 

be down by the beach; it may be at a retreat centre; it may be just getting 

away for a night or two in a hotel on your own.  There are many ways to 

‘take a break’ to restore the spirit and feeling of wellbeing and to reflect 

objectively on oneself and one’s context.  Am I the person I am called to be 

by God, or even – do I perceive that others know me as the person I strive 

to be?  Do I see others as they want to be seen? 

In taking ‘time out’ one can see things differently – suddenly there is light in 

a situation so that all can move forwards in a positive manner away from 

problems that have puzzled us for ages and to which we have been unable 

to find answers that enable, rather than destroy.  This can be particularly 

useful when it comes to conflict or difference of opinion. 

Differences need to be confronted and each party take time to listen to the 

other with the intention of reconciliation, otherwise much potential is lost 

for a prosperous relationship.  In fact, if the intent is not there for a positive 

relationship by both parties, then division can become entrenched and 

irreversible. 

Before things get to that point try to find space to see things differently.  

Perhaps, you would like to go away to the bottom of the garden and open 

your mind to God for his healing and direction, or to just relax and be. 

The key is to empty the mind so that new ideas and thoughts may enter and 

enlighten a situation. 

Christ Church is now offering a weekly guided time into meditation 

beginning on 15th June at 6.30pm.  There is a separate short article on this 

on page 28 of this magazine. 

It would be lovely to see you there. 

May you find peace and quiet during the coming months to allow the Holy 

Spirit to renew the spirit within you to face the joys, opportunities and, sadly 

the stresses of life in the most positive or ways.  Ann 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the cost 

of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk


27 

MOTHER’S UNION  
Derry Hill Mothers Union met in Christ 

Church on April 6th.  Deirdre opened the 

meeting with readings and prayers.  Members 

decided to have their usual cake stall at the 

village fete on 9th July; several members would 

be available to attend.   

Everyone was asked to supply cakes and asked their friends to donate a cake 

also.   Enthusiasm to enter the decorated wheelbarrow competition was still 

high and a suitable model was decided upon.  Ladies will make various 

component parts and we will use the meeting on July 6th to assemble 

everything.  If it generates as much fun as when we entered the competition 

last time a good time will be had by all. Preparation for the May 4th meeting, 

which is the big lunch, then took place.  Robin is coordinating the meal and 

members volunteered to make various dishes.  All village members are 

invited to join us at 12:30pm to learn a little about activities in the UK and 

abroad.  Please give your name to Deirdre on 822157 or any other MU 

member if you wish to come; all are very welcome.  Our guest of honour is 

our diocesan president Rosie Stephen.   

The next New Start Coffee Morning is on Friday the 15th at 9am.  

It is held in church and all parents of reception class children are invited for 

coffee and toast at 9am.   

Anyone who is interested in MU activities please contact Deirdre on 

(01249) 822157.  Come to our Big Lunch and see what we get up to!! 

CHRISTIAN AID COLLECTION  
15th to 21st of May 2016 
We have a great team of volunteers ready 

to deliver and collect envelopes in Derry 

Hill and Studley during Christian Aid 

week.  We are just short of two 

volunteers to cover Norley Lane from the 

Studley post-box.  

If you feel you can help support this very worthwhile charity please contact 

me, Mary Aylen, telephone 814632 or email maryaylen@aol.com.  Thanks. 

mailto:maryaylen@aol.com
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KINGSTON HOUSE 
We have two members of staff who are running marathons this time of the 

year for charity.  Lucy Morrison is running in the London Marathon for 

Action Aid and Gemma Godwin is running in the Brighton Marathon for the 

Winston’s Wish, a charity for bereaved children.  Good luck to them both. 

We now boast five members of staff who are Dementia Champions with 

the rest of the staff gradually signing up to Dementia Friends. 

We are hoping to have Chippenham Morris Men visit us on Tuesday 17th 

May in the afternoon.  If the weather is good enough we expect them to 

perform at the front of the house.  Look out for posters around the village.  

This is also Dementia Awareness Week. 

Congratulations to two members of our staff; Michael Manners who won 

the Greensleeves Colleague of the Year and to Fae Hancock who was the 

Kingston House Carer of the Year.  Lynda 

THE LEPROSY MISSION 
Many thanks to all who have handed in the leprosy mission boxes; a total of 

£212.06 has been sent to headquarters.  Leprosy is still rife in many third 

world countries and the money goes towards treating and rehabilitating the 

sufferers.   Even in these modern times there is still a stigma attached to all 

leprosy patients who are often rejected by the local society, so our 

donations are needed more than ever.  If you are interested in supporting 

this worthy cause, please contact Nan Bird on (01249)247874. 

QUEEN’S 90TH
 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

10-12TH
 JUNE 2016 IN CHRIST CHURCH 

Please make a note in your diaries and come along to Christ Church 

between 10 – 5pm on the Saturday or Sunday to see the flower 

arrangements which will be based on the Queen and her life.  Children under 

14 will be free but we ask that those that are older kindly pay £3 per person 

towards the cost of the display.  Refreshments will be at The Vicarage on 

the Saturday and Sunday morning but on the School Field from 2pm on 

Sunday afternoon. 

As Peter Prater has said earlier in this magazine there will be lots going on 

at the Picnic on the Sunday afternoon when we hope that many of you will 

also come and visit the church through the link gate between church and 

school.  More details next month! 
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THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME  
This was founded in 1927 by the 

Queen's Nursing Institute to 

support nursing care.  It is a way in 

which gardeners can share their 

work and passion with others and 

raise funds for charity.  Each year 

thousands of gardens - great and 

small - are selected to be on the 

scheme and are opened to the 

public. 

The garden of Stephen Cox at 84 Studley Lane enters the scheme for the 

first time this year having been created from scratch over four years from 

a small field.  It includes fountains, life size mythological statues, waterfalls, 

wetland, bridge, beach, fishpond, orchard, tropical garden, cottage garden, 

conifer garden, and separate 'rooms' of heathers, grasses, Dianthus, Fuchsias 

and Acers. 

Lord and Lady Lansdowne are graciously supporting the garden by officially 

opening it at a special event in mid-June. 

The NGS Public Day is on Sunday 10 July 2-6pm for NGS national 

charities.  However other events are scheduled all summer and these 

include two open days for local people.  Suggested entry donation is £3 in 

aid of local causes/charities (church, village hall, etc.): 

• Studley villagers Sunday: 19 June 2-6 pm; 

• Derry Hill villagers Sunday: 3 July 2-6pm. 

You are welcome to bring a picnic and stroll around!  There are plenty of 

sitting out places.  Lads from Studley and Derry Hill will be stewards to help 

you on those days. 

Garden description is at: 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/Garden.aspx?id=33642  

You will also find nine pictures on the page together with an extended 

description. 

Private group tours can also be arranged by appointment.  Educational 

placements are also being created. 

http://www.ngs.org.uk/gardens/find-a-garden/Garden.aspx?id=33642
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MY CONCORDE STORY  
Recollections by Averil Davis 
On my 77th birthday on 4th 

April 2016, I found the 

attached, which I had 

written in 2003.  It was such 

a wonderful memory, I 

thought I would share it… 

On my 50th birthday 

morning, I was greeted by 

my husband with a beautiful 

bouquet of flowers and his 

usual romantic card.  When 

I opened the card, there was my dream – a ticket for a Champagne Breakfast 

Flight on Concorde.  Having lived most of my life in Bristol, I had always 

loved Concorde, and since her first flight I had always longed to fly in her.  

My husband was in the RAF and the closest I had ever got to Concorde was 

hosting Brian Trubshawe at a Battle of Britain Cocktail Party at RAF 

Lyneham.  Now my dream was going to come true.   

On the day, 16th April 1989, the whole family came with me to Heathrow.  

My husband, Roger, had bought me a book called The Concorde Story, 

which I took with me.  I love calligraphy and I had written in the front page 

the date, the flight – BA 9010C – and spaces where I hoped the Captain, 

First Officer, Flight Engineer and Crew would sign.  They all did!  The aircraft 

I flew on was Registration No. G-BOAA 206, First Flight November 1975. 

16th April dawned rainy and cloudy.  At Heathrow I was almost beside 

myself with excitement.  As I went through to the Departure Lounge, 

husband, daughter, son and mother-in-law went upon to the roof to get 

photographs.  I have one of me going up the steps on the aircraft. 

At this point I should tell you, I’m terrified of flying.  Roger always asked 

why, if I hated flying so much, I wanted to fly on Concorde.  I honestly can’t 

tell you, except to say that she’s such an exciting aeroplane to watch, taking 

off, flying overhead, whatever.  Elegant, sleek, just beautiful.  I have to be 

honest, I just had to fly in her, but when I saw her close up I couldn’t believe 

how small she was. 

At last we took off, and you could scarcely feel the wheels leave the ground.  

I can’t tell you what I ate or drank.   
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I just couldn’t take my eyes off the ‘speedometer’ and was amazed when we 

reached Mach 1 and nothing special happened.  At Mach2, I was just soaking 

up everything I could.  Then, an almighty bang!  It felt as though the aircraft 

stopped dead in the air and then went on again.  There was a deathly silence, 

then a wag across the aisle from me said ~Oh, oh, there goes the tailplane.”  

(A Concorde had lost part of its tailplane landing at Sydney the previous 

week.)   

Nervous giggles from everyone.  Into the silence came the voice of the 

Captain.  “Ladies and ~Gentlemen, that was an engine surge.  I’ve never 

had one before.”  Neither had I!! 

My only other real recollection was of how close to space we were flying.  

When you looked out of the window, the sky up above was black! 

I lost Roger in 1995.  I miss him and always will, but will always be grateful 

to him for giving me the chance to fly on the most beautiful aeroplane in the 

world.  Other aircraft have had many major accidents.  Concorde had only 

one in her career and I can’t believe she’s being ‘put out to grass’.  I can’t 

believe I will never again see that beautiful, unique shape passing overhead 

where I live in Wiltshire and hear the sound of her engines, like nothing else 

in the world.  I hope with all my heart that she will be reprieved! 

Averil  

CHRIST CHURCH ANNUAL PAROCHIAL 

CHURCH MEETING (PCC) 
On the 12th April in Christ Church we had a short service when we thanked 

God for all who contribute to the life of Christ Church.  There are so many 

people that use their gifts of talent and time to ensure Christ Church exists 

and is prepared for anyone to come and worship at any time. 

We particularly give thanks to Barbara Barnard who has stepped down this 

year and will be sorely missed from our discussions.  We also thank Deirdre 

Lias who has decided to concentrate on the Children’s work in the church 

rather than have her time divided with the duties of churchwarden and PCC 

member.  We thank Lucinda Prater and Simon Strange for continuing in 

their roles.   However, if anyone is itching to be a Secretary then Lucinda 

would be delighted to know!  Do call Reverend Ann if you think you might! 

If you would like a copy of the Annual Report, it can be found in church.  

Do help yourself to one and, if you can’t find one or get to church just let 

Reverend Ann know and she will see what she can do for you! 
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BARN DANCE! 

 
Friends of Derry Hill School are delighted to be holding a Barn Dance on 

May 14th after a year off last year.  We have a new live band and caller 

who come highly recommended, so get your dancing shoes on!  Licensed 

Bar until 23.00, fantastic raffle prizes (tickets will be available before the 

event if you can’t make it but would like to enter the raffle, on sale from 

mid-April). 

There will be an unlimited supply of ‘nibbles’ throughout the evening, but no 

prepared supper on this occasion. 

For more information and to purchase your tickets please contact Sarah 

James on 07972 143061. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM REPORT  
On 19th March just before 5pm in Derry Hill, Police were told of a vehicle 

being driven erratically.  The vehicle was located, the driver breath tested.  

He blew over the prescribed limit and was subsequently arrested.  

Subsequently, in Court the Magistrates found him guilty and handed down a 

sentence of 60 hours’ community work, a fine of £145 and a driving ban for 

28 months or 213 days if he chooses to attend a driving course. 

Just after midday on 30th March a vehicle was parked in a layby at Derry 

Hill, when offender/s unknown smashed the rear offside window and 

reached inside stealing a handbag that was left underneath coats on the seat.  

The handbag contained jewellery and personal items.  Please do not leave 

any valuables in your vehicles, even if hidden. 

On 3rd April Officers were on patrol in Derry Hill following a BMW which 

was weaving from the nearside to the crown of the road.  The vehicle was 

stopped and the driver of the vehicle was found to be intoxicated.  

The driver was also drug wiped and indicted traces of Cannabis and Cocaine.  

He was subsequently arrested and our enquiries continue. 

On 4th April at Cherhill, during the daytime, offenders have forced entry 

into a garage via removing the padlock and metal bar, once inside suspect/s 

have stolen chain saws and other garden equipment.  At this same time 

another property in Cherhill suffered a burglary where offenders entered a 

conservatory and removed a Samsung Tablet. 

During the afternoon of 9th April, Fire Officers were called to a fire on land 

in Marsh Lane Cherhill where a fire had started inside a barn, containing hay 

bales used for feeding beef cattle and horses. 

Sadly, it is suspected this was arson, where offender/s have deliberately set 

fire to the hay bales.  A quantity of hay bales was destroyed and a trailer 

damaged.  This has obviously resulted in a financial loss to the owner.  Our 

enquiries continue into this matter and any information from witnesses 

would be welcome. 

Do check in on www.facebook.com/calnepolice to see our updated news 

for the area. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill - Community Beat Manager – Rural. 

http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
Hints for Women,  

May 1955 

Monday’s Washing 
After washing a cardigan which has 

become short and wide, dry on a coat 

hanger, fold the bottom edge in four and 

place in a skirt hanger, from which 

suspend a flat iron. 

Tuesday’s Sewing 
Pullovers.  When buying wool for boys’ 

pullovers be sure to buy enough to make 

long sleeves for winter.  Knit ribbing for 

armholes for summer.  When winter 

comes the sleeves can easily be sewn in 

without unpicking the ribbing.  After the 

winter the sleeves can again be taken out and the pullover, if knitted with 

good wool, will be wearable for another summer. 

Wednesday’s Nursing 
For Sun Burn.  If you have some small tea dust in your tea-caddy, put two or 

three tea-spoonfuls in a small medicine bottle, fill with cold water and shake 

well.  It is a marvellous cure for sun burn or bites. 

Thursday’s Cooking 
Mock Hare.  Take 1lb or more of beef steak and fry lightly on both sides.  

Cut it up in small pieces, take a good sized (whole) onion, peel it, and stick 

in about ½ dozen cloves, put in a saucepan with the cut steak and gravy and 

one pint of warm water, simmer slowly until tender; add pepper, salt, and 

thicken, serve with force meat balls and redcurrant jelly if liked. 

Friday’s Household 
Shovel.  The end of the hollow handle of a kitchen shovel is normally painful 

to the palm of the hand.  To obviate this, I cut off one of the wide ends of a 

cotton reel and force the narrowed end into the hollow handle down to the 

other end of the reel. 
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