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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 

Rooms and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
June used to be the fourth month of the year in the Roman 

calendar, when Numa (Second King of Rome) reformed their 

calendar it became the sixth month.  In June we have the 

Summer Solstice between 20th and 22nd of this month.  

What’s special about June 2016 is that on the 23rd day we 

get to vote on the Referendum – The question being ‘Should the United 

Kingdom remain a member of the European Union or leave the 

European Union?’.  Now whilst this magazine has no official policy on which 

way to vote, you’ll be pleased to hear, there has been much debate from 

either side and I guess by the 23rd we will be getting a little tired of the likes 

of Boris and Cameron espousing their opinions.  However, isn’t it wonderful 

that we get the chance to weigh up the possibilities that we are presented 

with and the chance to take part in the decision?  Or is it rather scary that 

we might be leaving or staying in?  Only, as they say, time will tell. 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays: 31st May, 28th June, and 26th July 2016 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays: 13th June and 11th July 2016 

NOT MORE ROAD CLOSURES! 
The A4 in Calne from the Lansdowne Strand to The White Hart. 

When?  9th / 10th June for two nights (No times given) 

The A3102 Hilmarton Between Hilmarton and the 

junction with Beversbrook Road Calne. 

When?  7th June 7.00pm to June 8th 6.00am 

This one is a bit further afield. 

The A3102 in Lyneham from The Green to Pound Close.  If you don’t 

know where that is, and I don’t, from the map supplied it looks like from 

the mini-roundabout in the middle of Lyneham to the bigger roundabout 

where the petrol station is. 

When?  23rd June and the following day 24th.  Good news – 19.00 hours 

until midnight.   

Happy motoring!  Ed 
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THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME  
Gardens: Soul, Sharing, and Survival 
As the time fast approaches for these hectic garden charity open days it is 

appropriate to say a big thank you to all those friends and neighbours of 

Derry Hill and Studley who have volunteered to help out at one or more of 

these events, especially to Rich, Angie, Georgina, and Elise.  Your kindness, 

support and enthusiasm is most appreciated.  Also to the Bowood Estate 

who are organising the tea and biscuits at the official 2016 Opening Event. 

It is a garden, which it is proposed, will become a local facility for learning, 

conservation, charity fundraising, wildlife, pleasure, and education.  There is 

also a library on all aspects of design, practice, history of gardening and of 

wildlife.  Five extra events are now planned (in addition to the four 

previously listed- Official opening; Studley Villagers: 19 June; Derry Hill 

Villagers: 3 July; NGS: 10 July): 

 15 June: Dauntsey Women’s Institute 

 26 June: CCNP Environment Working Group families & friends 

 18 July: Calne Wildlife Group 

 25 July: Wiltshire Amateur Gardeners 

 01 August: Studley and Derry Hill Wildlife Group 

The planting in the garden has been planned for wildlife.  Last year 23 species 

of butterfly and day flying moths were recorded and several species of bee.  

There are also dragonflies, damselflies, water beetles, pond skaters, water-

boatmen etc.  Nesting boxes for bats, bees, birds have been put up plus bug 

hotels.  There are small, untouched wild areas, plus hiding places for 

amphibians and slow worms. 

Private group tours for education or pleasure can be arranged.  There will 

in time be Scholarships for wildlife/gardening/ design/etc.   It is hoped a local 

garden society will be established to help support the garden and also 

engender skills/studies/exploration of nature and gardening together with 

workshops and outings for local people of all ages.  Children will benefit 

from quizzes and questionnaires.  Hopefully links will be established with 

wildlife trusts and educational bodies. 

A garden is not truly alive unless it is a resource both for fellow humans and 

of course the many other creatures which it can support and without which 

life would be barren.  If you are interested do get in touch. 

Stephen Cox 84, Studley Lane, Studley. (stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com) 

mailto:stephen.b.cox@ntlworld.com
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HM QUEEN ELIZABETH’S 90TH BIRTHDAY  
Community Picnic – 12th June, School Field 

The communities of Derry Hill and 

Studley will come together from 2pm to 

6pm on Sunday 12th June to celebrate 

Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday.   

We are holding a self-sufficient 

community picnic on the school field and 

you and your neighbours are all cordially 

invited to attend.   

This is very much a bring your own event from chairs to champagne and 

quilts to quiches, come prepared for a typical English June afternoon.  

We hope to lay on the following: 

• BBQ, Cream teas and coffee – Christ Church PCC 

• A “pop-up” bar - FoDHS 

• Ice creams courtesy of the Rowdy Cow 

• All age Fancy Dress Competition – Drama Group – Theme is 

famous people and characters of the last 90 years – dress up and 

enjoy the afternoon 

• Mass Zumba and hoopla hooping with Kirsty Brown 

• Quiz – Heartbeat 

• Music for a picnic in the park 

Now, the official notices.  The event is free to 

attend but, as you can see above, there are one 

or two things on which you can spend some 

money if you wish.  There will be no seating or 

tables provided on the day.  I am afraid that no 

glasses or glassware can be taken onto the 

school field (so please plan ahead for that one) 

and no pets are allowed.  There will be access 

to the Lansdowne Hall for the use of toilets. 

Finally, let it be said that this is not to be confused with the fete, which will 

take place on Sat 9th July and we still expect a full turnout for that 

too!!! 

Peter Prater - peterprater@btinternet.com 07912 466453  

Chair, Derry Hill & Studley Fete Organising Committee 

mailto:peterprater@btinternet.com


8 

 

  

CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking to 

recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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LOCAL HEDGEHOG SOS! 
The decline of the British hedgehog has been dramatic, catastrophic even. 

Alarmist I hear you say: in the 1950’s their population was around 36 million 

but by 1995 it was a mere 6 million and now estimated to be 1.5 million! 

Comparisons of counts of hedgehog road casualties in the early 1990s and 

2001 suggest that numbers in some regions might have fallen by as much as 

a half in that period.  In 2005/6, HogWatch collected tens of thousands of 

records from members of the public across the country, creating a 

distribution map.  The survey asked whether participants thought hedgehog 

numbers had changed over the previous five years. 

Reasons for Decline.  Why hedgehog numbers are falling is not known for 

certain.  However, there are likely candidates and probably all are involved 

to a varying extent.  More intensive agriculture – with larger fields and the 

loss of hedgerows and permanent grassland – has probably played a role.  

The use of pesticides too reduces the amount of prey available.  In towns 

and villages, smaller and tidier gardens with fencing that prevents hedgehogs 

moving between gardens may have reduced suitable urban habitats.  New 

buildings and roads carve up suitable habitat, so that small populations can 

become isolated and more vulnerable to local extinction.  Tens of thousands 

of hedgehogs are killed by road traffic each year and road deaths might be 

an important cause of decline locally.  Badgers are a natural predator of 

hedgehogs and hedgehogs actively avoid sites where badgers are present in 

high numbers.  When the habitat provides sufficient cover and good foraging 

opportunities, badgers and hedgehogs can coexist, but when there is no safe 

refuge and the prey that the two species compete for are scarce, hedgehogs 

may be in serious trouble. 

Underlying Trend.  Research show strong downward trends in hedgehog 

records in both urban and rural areas, collected in PTES (People’s Trust for 

Endangered Species) ‘Living with Mammals’ and ‘Mammals on Roads’ 

surveys respectively.  Yes, wild animal populations fluctuate from year to 

year – due to a particularly wet or dry summer for example that can affect 

the availability of prey.  But the overall fact is of dramatic decline.  The 

frightening thing is that if one species is under such threat it is a sign of a 

wider deterioration of bio-diversity in general.  The pressure for building- 

but without wildlife provision and safeguards is exacerbating the crisis.  

What will you do to help locally? 

©Stephen Ben Cox (stephen.ben.cox@gmail.com) 

mailto:stephen.ben.cox@gmail.com
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
At the April 27th meeting the ladies learned some of the 

“secrets” of Italian fashion and style from Maira Rossini, 

originally from Trieste, whose talk was titled “A Walk 

into the world of Italian Style”.  She explained how 

the use of simple contrasts such as black and white can 

create optical illusions regarding relative proportions.  

She further explained that it is more difficult to 

accessorize a patterned fabric than a plain one which can 

often be complemented by a single item such as a scarf.  Her presentation 

included some illustrations of completely “over-the-top” outfits from the 

Cannes festival. 

The monthly completion was appropriately won by Ann Vaid with an Indian 

delicate green scarf. 

The more formal proceedings of the meeting included approving a 

resolution for the national annual general meeting to encourage 

supermarkets to dispense surplus food to food-banks rather than treating it 

as waste. 

It was decided that the invitation for a sponsored visit to Leekes would 

be exercised on Wednesday June 1st. 

The June meeting will be at 7.30pm on June 22nd at the Lansdowne 

Hall when the speaker is to be Val Procter on the topic of “Bless This 

Child”. 

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sheila on 

814538, or Janet, on 814152 or just pop in - we’d love to see you.   Our 

meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

Terry 

THE SARSEN SONGMEN IN DERRY HILL 
A quick note that this A Capella male voice choir that sings Barbershop 

and other light-hearted songs will be performing on the evening of 

23rd July.  There will probably be an organ solo at some stage mixed in 

with some monologues.  Add a finger buffet and it all adds up to an evening 

not to be missed.  Ah!  An added bit spice, the choir contains one Robin 

Cardwell who readers may remember used to be Vicar of Christ Church.  

More details next time.  Richard Aylen 
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar 
Reverend Ann Massey 

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
01249 817926  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 
Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325 

 Vacancy  

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, 

Funerals or would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please 

contact Reverend Ann Massey as above.  

ADVANCE NOTICE - JULY 2016 SERVICES 
3 July 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

10 July 2016 
11:00am Christians United in the Marquee at the Lansdowne Hall 

17 July 2016 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am Family Service  

24 July 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

31 July 2016 
11:00am Whole Benefice Service at Bremhill 

 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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ALL CHANGE AT THE LANSDOWNE ARMS 
As we go to press your Ed has 

discovered that Paul and Ginnie are 

set to leave the pub on June 14th 

with a leaving bash the previous 

Saturday night.  I’m sure we’ll all miss 

them and hope the high standard 

they have set over the past three 

years will continue in the pub.  

My spies tell me that Becca Wingate 

from the Barge at Seend is taking 

over with her partner who currently works at the Bell, Sutton Benger. 

Details are still a bit sketchy, so apologies if any of this is inaccurate.  

Ed 

GARDENING STEVE 
Hi, I cannot believe that we are now half way through the 

year.   

June can be a very busy month in the garden.  The spring 

bulbs that have died back can now be trimmed off and any 

tulips can be dug up and stored ready for planting in the 

autumn.  Continue to deadhead roses to encourage more 

flowers.  Keep up with spraying for black spot, mildew and 

bugs at fortnightly intervals.  Keep watering plants and containers thoroughly 

during hot spells; always water in the late evening this is beneficial to the 

plants.  Fill gaps in borders with left over bedding plants.  These gap fillers 

will give instant colour to what may have been a bare patch of earth.  

Mow and tend to lawns weekly.  When mowing, mow in a different direction 

each time.  This is because mowing in the same direction makes the grass 

grow in that direction and the mower blades, especially those on a cylinder 

mower, will not cut as well.  By this time of the year the grass should be 

kept low.  After mowing, edge around the lawns, this will finish off the look 

of your lawn.  

Train climbing and rambling roses.  These roses produce a lot of growth so 

tie in as much as possible.  You can now plant out all your runner beans and 

tomato plants.  More news next month.  Happy gardening.  

Stephen Starr, Bowood gardener. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY YOUR MAJESTY! 
 

 
 

 
Thanks to www.barefootsigns.co.uk. 

http://www.barefootsigns.co.uk/
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MOTHER’S UNION  
For our May meeting we held a Big Lunch, we 

were pleased to welcome over thirty guests, 

including our new Diocesan President Rosie 

Stiven.  The lunch was held in aid of the Mothers 

Union Away from It All Holidays.  The 

holidays take place for one week in August and 

provide holidays for families who would otherwise not have the opportunity.  

Last year 22 families, 41 children, and 26 adults joined for a week of games, 

trips to the beach, swimming, craft activities, and lots of evening 

entertainment.  Every child on the holiday was given a teddy bear, thanks to 

the Mothers Union Branches.  I am pleased to say that our Big Lunch raised 

the wonderful sum of £200 and 15 teddy bears, to send to the holiday fund. 

THANK YOU to everybody who 

supported our lunch either by providing 

food, providing the raffle, setting up, 

clearing away, washing up, attending the 

lunch or giving a donation.  Your 

generosity and thoughtful kindness will 

enable families to experience a seaside 

holiday.  THANK YOU. 

We will be holding our sixth New Start coffee morning, in church, on 

Friday 17th June at 9am.  New Start is a Mothers Union initiative aimed 

at supporting parents during their children’s first year at school.  Here at 

Derry Hill we provide support by offering a warm and friendly place for 

parents to meet at the beginning of each new term.  If you have a child in 

their first year of school and have not yet managed to come to a coffee 

morning, or if your child is starting school in September, we would love to 

see you on the 17th.  We offer tea, coffee, and toast.  Pre-school children 

are welcome and there are refreshments and toys available to them. 

The Mothers’ Union is a worldwide organisation with four million members 

around the world.  The Mothers Union has many wonderful projects, some 

of which may interest you.  You can get more information from 

www.mothersunion.org or call me on 01249 822157.  

Visitors are welcome at our monthly meetings; they are held on the first 

Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm in Christ Church Derry Hill.  

Thank you.  Deirdre  

http://www.mothersunion.org/
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PAUSE FOR THOUGHT 
This is one of the best explanations I have ever heard of why God allows 

pain and suffering.  It’s an explanation people will understand. 

A man went to a barber shop to have his hair cut and his beard trimmed.  

As the barber began to work they began to have a good conversation.  They 

talked about so many things and various subjects.  When they eventually 

touched on the subject of God, the barber said: “I don’t believe that God 

exists.”  “Why do you say that?” asked the customer. 

“Well you just have to go out in the street to realise that God doesn’t 

exist.  Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick people?  

Would there be abandoned children?  If God existed, there would be 

neither suffering nor pain”. 

The customer thought for a moment, but didn’t respond because he didn’t 

want to start an argument.  The barber finished his job and the customer 

left the shop.  Just after he left the barber shop, he saw a man in the street 

with long, stringy, dirty hair and an untrimmed beard.  He looked dirty and 

unkempt.   

The customer turned back and entered the barber shop again and he said 

to the barber: “You know what?  Barbers do not exist.”  “How can you 

say that?” asked the surprised barber.  “I am here and I am a barber and 

I just worked on you”.  “No”, exclaimed the customer.  ”Barbers don’t 

exist, because if they did, there would be no people with dirty long 

hair, and untrimmed beards, like that man outside”. 

“Ah”, said the barber, “but barbers DO exist!  What happens is people 

do not come to me”.  “Exactly” affirmed the customer.  “That’s the point!  

God too DOES exist.  What happens is, people don’t turn to Him and 

do not look for Him.  That’s why there’s so much pain and suffering in 

the world.”  

Averil Davis 

BREMHILL PRODUCE SHOW 
At Bremhill Village Hall on 3 September 2016  2.30pm – 5pm. 

See www.bremhill.com/show for the schedule and other information.  The 

entry form will be added soon.  We would particularly welcome entries 

from children in the area.  They may enjoy preparing things over the summer 

holidays. 

For any more information please contact Marilyn on 01249 661369. 

http://www.bremhill.com/show
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CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are in this Parish) 

The first part of the meeting on 9th May was the 

Annual meeting.  Ed Jones was re-elected as 

Chairman and Kate Morley Vice-Chair; both 

unopposed. 

In public speaking Alan Rosekilly requested the 

council’s support for the Lansdowne Hall’s funding 

application to other bodies to help finance the 

extension of the New Meeting room.  Alan explained that planning 

permission had been granted and it was hoped that funding could be sourced 

from Viridor Credits and the Wiltshire Council’s Calne Area Board.  

Councillors were in favour of writing a letter of support and will discuss at 

the next meeting whether they allocate any funds towards this project. 

The saga of the trench in Church Road continues.  There was discussion on 

whether it was the beginnings of a sinkhole.  Lord Lansdowne explained that 

similar holes had appeared on the Bowood estate and were probably caused 

by underground water movements.  This possibility has already been 

forwarded to Highways.  Councillor Dick French reported that the hole was 

now 9cm below the surrounding surface. 

Wiltshire Councillor Crisp could not be present at the meeting and sent an 

email to explain the Planning committee’s decision to support the 

application.  The developers offered a Toucan Crossing on the A4 and a 

reduction of the speed limit to 50mph in that section.  She and the Planning 

Committee felt that if the application was refused it would probably get 

through on appeal and there would be no community gain - the crossing and 

speed reduction. 

The Sun Edison fund subcommittee reported that it is still looking at various 

applications including wild flower planting and speed warning signs for Mile 

Elm and Sandy Lane. 

The Chairman mentioned that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

were conducting a further consultation.  This time it will be purely on where 

the community would like to see further housing.  The consultation in Calne 

Without is at the Lansdowne Hall Thursday May 26th 2.30pm to 

6.30pm. 

The clerk reported that the requirement for public access to various council 

documents was being gradually met. (If you look on the website detailed 
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below you can see all manner of documents to download on the council’s 

workings). 

The next meeting will be on June 6th 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

These are my own jottings to help keep you up to date.   

The website www.calnewithoutpc.org contains the official minutes, once 

passed, and other information.  Richard Aylen, Parish Councillor. 

STUDLEY VILLAGERS  
2nd Annual Plant Swap 
Studley Villagers held their 2nd Annual Plant Swap and Coffee Morning on 

the 23rd of April.  Despite the crushing blow we received recently, courtesy 

of Wiltshire Council’s decision that our rural hamlet be turned into an urban 

metropolis, complete with twenty-four-hour flashing neon lights, a drive 

through MacDonalds and a night club, the Villagers turned up in large 

numbers. (Sorry, my husband says I am exaggerating again.)  

They came bearing numerous varieties of plants to swap and also 

contributed to the running of the Methodist Hall and the Defibrillator fund, 

to the tune of over 50 pounds. 

We were especially pleased to welcome our newest residents, who moved 

to The Triangle last week.  They arrived not knowing anyone at all and left 

with lots of new found friends and wondering if it would be possible to start 

up art classes in the hall. 

We are very proud of the long term friendships that have developed as a 

result of our Villagers’ events and would encourage anyone who hasn’t yet 

come along to give it a go this summer.  We are excited about our upcoming 

Summer Party, date to be confirmed, and the picnic planned in Stephen 

B Cox’s fabulous garden on the 19th 0f June. 

Many thanks, as usual, to all who helped and all who turned out to make this 

successful Studley Villager’s event.  

Angie 

MONTHLY SUPPERS 
The next supper will be celebrating American food on 

Friday 1st July at 7pm at the church.  Tickets are £10 

per person for a 3 course meal. These can be booked 

through Stephen Starr 01249 821325.  These suppers are 

very popular so book early! 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 

Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 
 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
A Man Called Ove - Fredrik Backman 
On first meeting him Ove is certainly the grumpiest, most 

cantankerous man you could ever encounter (some of our 

book club members thought immediately of Victor 

Meldew), a neighbour from hell.  He’s the kind of man who 

points to people he doesn't like and lets them know exactly 

why.  He likes strict routines and is highly principled, but 

there is far more to Ove.  As his tale unravels we get to 

know the story behind the man and the underlying sadness 

that dominates his life. 

A young couple move in next door and it sparks off a chain of events that 

involve visits to hospitals, long running feuds, unexpected friendships, men 

in white shirts and a stray cat.  The author cleverly narrates the story 

between the present and the past and slowly you are swept along with Ove’s 

life.  Ove is forced to change through a series of circumstances and slowly 

begins to understand and help the people around him; in turn they learn 

more about the man behind the facade. 

Some of the group initially found the book challenging to get into but within 

a few chapters started to get an insight into why Ove is like he is and the 

cleverly written, layered book pulls you in.  Everyone in the group enjoyed 

this heart-warming and moving story that had you laughing out loud and 

(a few admitted) crying.  It was an enjoyable and easy read and everyone 

found something irresistible about Ove.   Our June book is ‘At the Edge of 

the Orchard’ by Tracy Chevalier.  Tanya 

Anyone wanting to borrow any of our book club choices can contact Dani 

on 01249 812794.  Sally 

DING DONG!   
Are you interested in bell ringing or hearing tower bells at Christ Church?  

If you would be interested in this community project or would like to know 

more then please get in touch with Reverend Ann on 01249 817926, or 

Ken Webb on 01249 760682.  We are keen to enlist more community 

members to help raise the funds needed to install the bells that are currently 

sponsored.  The project includes a training facility for people from the age 

of 10.  The training facility will have sound control within it so as not to be 

a nuisance to the public when training and practicing takes place. 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
Celebrations are well and truly in full swing to celebrate the Queen’s 90th 

birthday.  We will be celebrating across the benefice the weekend 

10-12th June.  We just pray for good weather and a good spirit to pervade 

in all the activities.  Church-wise we will have a Flower Festival in the church 

11th-12th June from 10am to 5pm.  On the Saturday evening we are 

going to have a Songs of Praise in church followed by a toast to the 

Queen!  The service will be a come and share experience!!  This means that 

you come along, suggest a hymn, and we sing it.  If you have a reading, then 

bring this too to be read.  We will end with prayer and the Toast.  Do come 

to this very informal event and take part! 

The Queen and Prince Philip I truly admire.  I think their commitment and 

energy is amazing.  Who else do you know that is still working at age 90 and 

95 (nearly!) respectively?  And they look happy and relaxed doing it! 

They really are an encouragement to us all as an example of not allowing 

age to dampen our spirits or to give in to our ageing bodies but to keep 

doing all the things we have done until we really can’t! 

Congratulations to Her Majesty on this wonderful occasion.  May she 

continue to reign with grace and dignity and be a light of hope to the 

commonwealth for many years to come.  At this time of uncertainty, it is 

the continuity of devotion and commitment to our country that can unify 

us.  Somehow, a single purpose is good for uniting us, it can overcome 

difference.  Other royal celebrations have done so, as well as other great 

occasions like the Olympic Games in 2012. 

National celebrations are good for us, they give energy and hope for the 

future and remind us that life isn’t too bad after all! 

May God bless her and all her subjects as they come together to share in 

celebration.  I hope to see many of you over the celebration weekend in 

Christ Church and at the Picnic.  All we need is good weather! 

Best wishes 

Ann 

FETE SERVICE 
Christ Church is joining with DaySpring and, we hope, other denominations 

to worship together on Sunday 10th July at 11am.  This will be a service 

for all ages.  There will be a barbecue afterwards so please come and share 

in worship.  It will be in the Lansdowne Hall grounds in a marquee! 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the 

cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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SOMERSET APPLE CIDER CAKE 
Preheat oven 160°C, 325°F, GM 3. 

175g Unsalted butter or Margarine 

175g Light brown Muscovado sugar 

3 Eggs, lightly beaten 

250g Self-raising flour, sifted 

100ml 
Cider (milk can be used if you 

don’t want Cider) 

500g roughly 
Eating apples, peeled, cored 

and diced 

2 tbspn Demerara sugar for sprinkling 
 

Mix together the butter and sugar until fluffy.  Add the eggs, beat well after 

each one.  Add the sifted flour and gently fold in using a metal spoon, whilst 

mixing together add the cider and apple.  When combined, spoon the 

mixture into an 8” square or round cake tin.  Sprinkle the demerara sugar 

evenly over the top.  Pop into the oven for about 50mins.  When a cocktail 

stick comes out clean, take the cake out of oven and leave to cool. 

I found this recipe in an old book of mine…I had a load of apples so thought 

let’s give it a try!  It’s very easy and if you served it straight out of the oven 

with custard it would make a great pudding.  Next time I’m going to swap 

the apples for pears and use a pear cider….I’ll let you know what that one 

is like!  Happy Baking  The Secret Chef 

HAND BELL RINGING 
Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm – 9pm we meet to practice our 

hand bell ringing.  No experience needed!  Just come along if you are 

interested and give it a try.  There is a small charge of £2 per week per 

person to cover costs. 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY BOXES 
Many thanks to all those who have collected in 

their boxes this year.   

We raised £200.  

If anyone would like a box, please contact me on 

(01249) 658285 or see me in church.  

Sarah Hooper 
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KINGSTON HOUSE 
On Tuesday 17th May we had an energetic display of Morris Dancing by 

Chippenham Town Morris Men.  The audience included Kingston House 

residents, children from Rub-a-Dub pre-school and children from Colerne 

Primary School.  In the second half of the session the Morris Men taught the 

children from Colerne school a Morris dance.  Fun was had by all!  

We have a very special day coming up on Friday June 17th.  It’s OPEN 

DAY.  10am until 4pm. 

All sorts of exciting things going on including: Mardi Gras, a R.E.M.E. 

exhibition  a Rio Carnival and a Queens High Tea! 

Lynda 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION IN   

CHRIST CHURCH 
A weekly meditation group in Christ Church will meet at 6.30pm for 

30 minutes from the 15th June 2016.  There will be six introductory 

sessions so, if you haven’t tried it before and would like to find out more do 

come along. 

This isn’t a service…. This is quiet time.  A time of listening to gentle music 

as we enter and leave the church.  We will hear some words for a few 

minutes only and then there will be around 20 minutes of quiet to meditate.  

This will be followed by a Biblical reading or whatever the leader decides.  

Our leader is Janet Robbins but it is hoped that in time the role will be 

shared.  Please do come and ‘be’.  Refresh and renew mid-week with God. 

Find peace.  To know more please call Janet Robbins: 07774885458. 

TOWN HALL MOVIOLA 
Showing on Weds 15th June in Calne 

Town Hall we have the new film Dad's 

Army (12a).  The series on TV gave us 

many a laugh so let us hope this one does 

as well.   Doors open at 7.00pm with the 

film starting at 7.30. Refreshments 

available.  Tickets available from the Calne 

Information Centre Bank House or on the 

door. 
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CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN JUNE 
Sun 5 June 11am Holy Communion (CW) 

Sat 11 June 6pm 

Songs of Praise followed by a 

Toast to the Queen on the 

Attainment of 90 years of age!!  

Come and offer your favourite 

hymn and we will sing it 

together!  Readings are also 

welcome. 
Sun 19 June 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11am Family Service  
Sun 26 June 11am Holy Communion (CW)  

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Picnic for the Queen 
Sunday June 12th at 2.00pm sees the village picnic to help celebrate the 

Queen’s 90th birthday!  We will be there to join in with the fun and will 

provide a Royal Quiz with questions about Her Majesty; both important 

and trivial, to see what you know.  You can enter the quiz for a small sum 

(in aid of our funds) and there will be lovely prizes for the winners!  See you 

there for the party! 

Please get in touch if you would like to help in our ventures 

Emma Dadd  01249 817438 emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards  01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE TEAM REPORT  
Reported crime on our Rural beat this month is a little higher than last.  

A sign of the summer months (dare I say that?) being nearly here. 

At Derry Hill on 12th April a trailer containing numerous garden tools was 

stolen from a lay-by.  Also in Derry Hill a few days later, garden ornaments 

were stolen from two resident’s gardens. 

On 13th April, at Studley, someone set fire to some green oak, which could 

have had more major consequences, had it spread, due to its location. 

18th April saw a vehicle stolen from Goatacre, but recovered by Police 

three days later in Reading. 

mailto:emmadadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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At Quemerford Gate, a local Farmer has had persistent damage to wire 

fencing on his land. It is believed this is done to enter the field where there 

is no public footpath.  This is an act of Criminal Damage and I would be 

grateful for any information, so please contact me via email or phone. 

On 2nd May 2 persons were found at Smallgrain picnic Site in possession of 

Cannabis.  They were subsequently dealt with for being in possession of a 

controlled drug. 

On 19th April, a vehicle was seized by police at Sandy Lane as the driver did 

not have valid insurance.  This incurs storage fees until the driver recovers 

his vehicle on production of valid insurance.  The driver will also receive a 

hefty fine and will receive penalty points on his licence.   

Dash Cams 
One of our residents was driving at Hilmarton last week and witnessed 

a piece of dangerous driving by another motorist who did several overtakes 

on solid white lines and was seen to tailgate another vehicle whilst again 

trying to overtake.  Fortunately, our witness had a Dash Cam fitted into his 

vehicle and recorded the incident.  He kindly passed the recording to us.  

The offending driver is shortly to be invited into the Police Station for a 

formal interview.  Thank you to the witness.  Dash Cams are great. 

Cold Callers 
On 10th May in Calne, an elderly lady had a cold caller knock on her door, 

who told her that her roof was damaged and needed repair.  As the lady 

was worried, they agreed a price of £850 for the caller to repair the roof.  

Having started working on the roof, the callers then asked for another 

£1000.  This was refused and the self-styled roofers stated that they would 

return.  When a genuine qualified roofer then went onto the roof he 

discovered a large hole in the roof where the roof tiles had merely been 

removed.  This is not an uncommon type of Fraud.  Many residents fall foul 

of these callous fraudsters, and I would advise never to give work in this way 

to doorstep callers.  Any people employed to do work for you should be 

properly checked and researched before agreement and parting with any 

hard earned cash. 

Please keep an eye on elderly neighbours if they do start having work 

completed.  If you are concerned, give us a call. 

Do check in on www.facebook.com/calnepolice to see our updated news 

for the area. 

WPC 319 Sonya Stockhill - Community Beat Manager – Rural. 

http://www.facebook.com/calnepolice
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ARTICLE FROM THE PAST 
Hints for Women,  

June 1955 

Monday’s Washing 
Washing Velveteen Wash the material 

clean, dry quickly, but do not mangle.  

Press, wrong side out, using the iron 

very gently. 

Tuesday’s Sewing 
Date-Buttons.  Next time you eat dates 

save the stones and wash them clean.  

When quite dry store them in a bag in 

your needlework basket.  If you cover 

them with double crochet using wool 

or silk, they will make excellent fancy 

buttons for jumpers, cardigans, etc. 

and cost you nothing. 

Wednesday’s Nursing 
When a housewife has a bandaged finger it is very difficult coping with washing 

up, washing clothes, etc.  Things are much easier if a small plastic sandwich 

bag is tied on over the bandage, for the latter is then kept dry and the hands 

can be used more freely. 

Thursday’s Cooking 
Separating an egg.  Break an egg onto a saucer, invert an egg cup over the 

yolk and pour off the white. 

Jams and Chutneys.  When stirring jams or chutneys, make a large figure of 

eight every time you stir.  In this way the centre is kept on the move and 

will not stick. 

Friday’s Household 
When cleaning open-work sandals, slip your hand into a paper bag before 

putting it inside the shoe.  Surplus polish goes on the bag, not on the hand. 

Knife-sharpening.  Most people hold the steel in hand, and stroke knife on 

steel, with knife edge in front of stroke, that is, sharpening to the thickness.  

If you reverse the knife and have the edge at the rear of the stroke, you will 

sharpen from the thickness to the edge.  This gives a keener and longer-

lasting cutting edge. 



 

 

 



 

 

 


