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MAGAZINE PRODUCTION TEAM 
Editor Richard Aylen 01249 814632 

Advertising Coordinator Keith Treslove 01249 819077 

Distribution Coordinators 
Belinda Tanner 

Kevin Rowland 

01249 449088 

01249 320905 

Webmaster/Compositor Dave Massey 01249 817926 

 
Please send articles and other 

correspondence to: 

Mr Richard Aylen 

1 Redhill Close 

Derry Hill  

CALNE 

SN11 9NY 

Tel: 01249 814632 

email: inspireeditor@outlook.com 

Please send advertisement copy and 

related correspondence to: 

Mr Keith Treslove 

10 Bowood Close 

Derry Hill 

Calne 

SN11 9QZ 

Tel: 01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com  

EDITORIAL POLICY 
Any opinions expressed in this publication are those of the individual writers and 

are not necessarily the policy of this publication or its editor.  All articles 

submitted for publication are subject to editing.  Deadline for inclusion of 

material in next month’s magazine is the 10th of this month. 

ADVERTISING RATES 
All rates are for insertion in 12 consecutive issues of inSPIRE. 

Size Grayscale Colour 

Approximate 

size of advert 

(Width by 

height) (cm) 

⅛ page £30.00 N/A 6 by 4 

¼ page £60.00 £90 6 by 8 

½ page £120.00 £180 
12 by 8 or 

6 by 16 

Full page £240.00 £360 12 by 16 

 

Printing by : 
01249 823950 

www.jamprint.co.uk 
 

mailto:inspireeditor@outlook.com
mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
http://www.jamprint.co.uk/
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 

Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting 

Rooms and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 

Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 

and bookings 

01249 822670 

www.lansdownehall.org  

 

http://www.lansdownehall.org/
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EDITORIAL 
October is a fantastic month if you like trees.  

Autumnal colours abound; each species tends to 

put on a different show and bless us with 

tremendous colours to enjoy.  Yes, it’s sad that 

summer is definitely over, but what a wonderful 

display to help us to the end of the year. 

We are of course so lucky to have Bowood on 

our doorstep as well as other woodland to enjoy 

this changing of the seasons.  I think there 

is something quite magical in being able to stroll through a woodland 

crunching through the fallen leaves and admiring the changing colours with 

a nip in the air.  They say that the simplest pleasures are the best and in this 

I can agree. 

Ed 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS TO DERRY HILL  
Lansdowne Hall Derry Hill, 14.30 – 16.00 
Tuesdays: 18th October and 15th November 2016 

Kingston House Derry Hill, 9.40 – 10.25 
Mondays: 3rd and 31st October 2016 

TONGUE IN CHEEK CORNER 
Friends of Old Derry Hill (the road) will be delighted to 

hear of the response the Parish Council received from 

Wiltshire Council when the increased flow of water over 

the road was reported recently: “We are aware of a 

spring which effects Old Derry Hill.  I have checked 

that it is on our wet spot register which enables us to act accordingly 

in winter.”  Friends of Studley Hill will likewise be relieved that it is being 

actively monitored too.   

Should you feel the urge to report anything untoward (known as an ‘issue’) 

from fly tipping to fraud, highway issues to street lighting Google: 

‘mywiltshirereport’.  There you can either report an issue anonymously or 

register and get feedback. This is the quickest way to get such issues sorted. 

Ed 
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SLOW WORMS 
Anguis fragilis are neither worms nor snakes but legless 

lizards: they lay eggs and have eyelids, blink and also have 

small ears!  They are totally harmless and a good indication 

of the health of the land.  But like much else are under threat. 

The skin of slow worms is smooth with scales that do not overlap one 

another.  They are able to shed their tails to escape predators, but it does 

not reach its original length.  They shed their skins in patches. 

Adult slow worms grow to be about 50 cm long and are known for their 

longevity living about 30 years in the wild and up to 54 years in captivity.  

The female often has a stripe along the spine and dark sides, while the male 

may have blue spots dorsally. Juveniles of both sexes are gold with dark 

brown bellies and sides with a dark stripe along the spine. 

Emerging from hibernation in March, the slow-worm may be seen to bask 

in the early morning and evening sun, as the animals come into condition for 

breeding, which occurs in May.  The young take 4 - 5 months to develop, 

being produced in late August to early September.  The Slow-worm is 

ovoviviparous; ie the young are born in an egg membrane that breaks soon 

after birth.  Between 3 and 26 young are produced, the average is 8.  New 

born slow-worms are very small: 70 and 100 mm at birth.  Males and 

Females show a marked difference in colour when fully grown.  Females very 

often have a dark vertebral (back) stripe, the flanks are flecked or striped 

with dark brown or black, the ventral surface is nearly always uniform black.  

Adult males are more uniform in colour dorsally and on the flanks, the belly 

is usually mottled black or dark grey, they also have proportionally larger 

heads.  Occasionally males have very distinct blue spots.  The upper parts of 

the body vary from light or dark brown, grey, bronze or brick red.  Being 

‘semi-fossorial’ (burrowing/spending most of its time hidden under objects) 

they are common in gardens and can be encouraged to enter and help 

remove pest insects by placing black plastic or a piece of tin on the ground.  

One of the biggest causes of mortality in slow worms in suburban areas is 

the domestic cat, against which it has no defence. 

Please remember it is a criminal offence to kill or injure any of the UK's 

native reptiles.  So be kind if you see one, and make a small habitat in your 

garden they can call a home. 

©Stephen Ben. Cox  (stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com)  

Website: http://stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com  

mailto:stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com
http://stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com/
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STUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
The 161st Church Anniversary 

Service takes place on Sunday 

9th October 2016 10:30am with 

the Reverend Mark Barrett. 

From 2.30pm to 5.00pm 

‘Photographs from Yesteryear’.  

You are invited to bring along your 

favourite photographs from days gone 

by and share in light refreshments. 

Coffee Morning 

Saturday, 15th October 2016 

10.00am till noon various stalls, all welcome.  

Tina Clifford 01249 448292 

HAND BELL RINGING 
Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm – 9pm we meet to practice our 

hand bell ringing.  No experience needed!  Just come along if you are 

interested and give it a try.  We are already practicing for Christmas!!  There 

is a small charge of £2 per week per person to cover costs. 

For more details, please contact David Bedford on 07977143822 

IMPROVE YOUR LIFE! 
Dear reader,  

It has come to my attention that some of 

folk are slacking in the life enjoyment 

stakes and need a little something to add 

spice to their existence and improve their 

longevity. 

I have just the thing for them!  In fact, two bites of the cherry are available.  

We are currently looking for a deputy editor and a deputy 

Webmaster/Compositor.  No previous experience necessary. 

Now you may have read that voluntary work improves all sorts of things 

including those not mentionable in a Parish Magazine such as this.  However, 

miracles can happen.  So get on the blower or pen and email to me (contact 

details at the beginning of the mag) and let’s be hearing from you…please.  

Ed 
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CHILD-MINDER ’S 

ASSISTANT 

REQUIRED 

Local child-minder is looking to 

recruit an assistant to work 

with her in her setting.   

No experience necessary but 

must be over sixteen. 

Please contact Jane Clark  

on 07733 231735 or 

janeakpass@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:janeakpass@hotmail.com
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CALNE WITHOUT PARISH COUNCIL 
(Derry Hill and Studley are in this Parish) 
The Parish Council met on Monday 3rd of 

September. 

As I didn’t attend I can only report in a 

second hand way but hope this helps. 

The holes outside school have been 

reported to Wiltshire Council.  

The council decided to object to the 

planning application for 21 houses on land 

off Sandpit Lane Calne as it was outside the development framework and 

not in the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Councillor French brought up the issue of the continued water problem on 

Old Derry Hill.  This will be reported to Wiltshire Council. 

There was no report on the proposed Derry Hill Play Area as councillor 

Bell (who is the lead on this) was not at the meeting. 

The next meeting will be on 3rd October 7.30pm in the Lansdowne Hall. 

The website www.calnewithoutpc.org contains the official minutes, once 

passed, and other information.   

GARDENING STEVE 
Well, the nights are drawing in and it’s time to move 

those less hardy plants into the greenhouse or 

conservatory.  Try and take advantage of the drier days 

by giving the lawn its last cut and trim all hedges.  It’s 

also a good time to sow new grass and lay turf.  Those 

of you who like vegetable gardening will probably 

know it’s time to plant out those spring cabbages. 

Another good job this month is to divide your rhubarb 

crowns and divide herbaceous perennials as well as 

cutting them back.  

No doubt many of you are collecting those lovely nuts like hazels as well as 

pears and apples.  How about collecting some seeds for next year? 

Finally give those climbing roses a prune to invigorate them for next year 

and stop them blowing over in the wind. 

Happy Gardening!  Stephen Starr Bowood Gardener. 

http://www.calnewithoutpc.org/
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FREE KEEP FIT PROGRAMME 
Do you like strolling around our 

wonderful village(s) and feel it’s time to 

get to know your neighbours better or 

want to do them a good turn? 

I have just the thing for you if you live in 

the new part of Lansdowne Crescent 

West.  We have a vacancy for a magazine 

(this one) deliverer.  The magazines are 

dropped off monthly to you for delivery. 

Yes, it involves delivering in all weathers and often without thanks.  But 

when you get back indoors you can savour the warm glow of a job well done 

to those around you.  Once a month, just a few minutes, and think of the 

exercise benefits!  Please contact me or Belinda Tanner using the 

information at the beginning of this edition. 

By the way, many thanks to Russell Joyce who has been doing this job and 

to all the other deliverers in Derry Hill and Studley. 

Ed 

KINGSTON HOUSE 
Our first two car boot sales in aid of our New Minibus 

raised £110 and £130.  Thanks to everyone who 

contributed to this.  We hope to go regularly, weather 

permitting!  Please contact me if you have anything and 

I can let you know when the next one is. 

At the end of November, we are hoping to run a 

Christmas Wreath Making Workshop - details to follow. 

One of residents, Rosemary Price is celebrating having won the competition 

in the Town Crier in August.  Her prize was a signed copy of the book 

‘A time to Remember’ by Anna Jacobs, who spends part of her time living 

in Royal Wootton Bassett.  

Please don’t forget that we are still taking in good clothes for recycling to 

help boost our residents’ comfort fund.  

Lynda (01249 815555) 
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The Lansdowne Luncheon Club 

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in  

the old meeting room at  

the Lansdowne Hall. 

The club is open to those over 60yrs 

living in Derry Hill or Studley  

and we welcome anyone who will  

enjoy some social contact. 

We provide a two-course hot meal,  

with a current charge of £3.50,  

which is usually paid in advance 

 for 3 or 4 meals, to fit with 

 our rental payments. 

If you or a friend is interested  

in joining, please contact  

Rachel Collins on 01249 817548, 

or Paula Edwards on 01249 816364.  
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THE KENTWOOD SHOW CHOIR 
The first time I saw the Kentwood Choir was some 4 years ago at the 

Central Methodist Church in Chippenham.  I’d heard they were good, but 

that didn’t prepare me for just how good.  From the first note to the last, I 

was completely bowled over.  Sheila Harrod, who started the choir 50 years 

ago (and is still singing) is amazing and every single member of the choir 

could be a soloist in their own right.  There is nothing they can’t and don’t 

sing – from classics to jazz, songs from the shows to The Lord’s Prayer, they 

are so versatile, their talent is mind boggling. 

The day after my first introduction I became a Patron of the choir and I still 

am.  Their concert, on 22nd October at Christ Church Derry Hill, is one 

not to be missed.  Hope to see you there!   Please contact me if you would 

like to know more!  Averil Davis 01249 814411 

ACTION FRAUD 
There is a phishing email currently in circulation that claims 

to be from the City of London Police.  The departments 

that it claims to represent include the ‘Fraud Intelligence 

Unit’ and the ‘National Fraud Intelligence Bureau’.  The 

email is titled ‘compensation fund’ and has a letter attachment that claims 

to be offering financial compensation to victims of fraud.  The letter uses the 

City of London Police logo.  

The letter states that in order for compensation to be arranged, the receiver 

of the email should reply disclosing personal information.  It states that 

HSBC and the South African Reserve Bank have been chosen to handle the 

compensation claims.  All of these claims are false.  The email and letter are 

fraudulent and should not be replied to.  

Protect Yourself 
• Opening attachments or clicking links contained within emails from 

unknown sources could result in your device being infected with 

malware or a virus. 

• The City of London Police and the National Fraud Intelligence 

Bureau will never email you asking for you to disclose personal 

information. 

If you believe you have become a victim of this fraudulent email get your 

device checked by a professional and make a report to Action Fraud, the 

UK’s national fraud and cybercrime reporting centre:  

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk  

http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
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CHURCH CONTACTS 
CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL www.mardenvale.org.uk 

Vicar 
Reverend Ann Massey 

ea.massey@btinternet.com  
01249 817926  

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 
Please call if you would like a visit or chat.  All in strictest confidence. 

 Averil Davis 

Anita Uttley 

01249 814411 

01380 859433 

Church Wardens 
 Mr Stephen Starr 01249 821325 

 Vacancy  

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 
 Mr Simon Strange (Tr) 01249 813378  

 Mrs Lucinda Prater (Sec) 01249 823252  

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or 

would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact Reverend 

Ann Massey as above.  

ADVANCE NOTICE - NOVEMBER 2016 

SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS IN 

CHRIST CHURCH 
6 Nov 11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

13 Nov 10.50am Remembrance Service (Begins at the 

Memorial) 

20 Nov 8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 11:00am Family Service  

27 Nov 11:00am 

6:00pm 

Holy Communion (CW) 

‘From Darkness to Light’ Service at St John 

the Baptist, FOXHAM to begin ADVENT 

 

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:ea.massey@btinternet.com
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Aung Johnson-Moe trained as a chef in Burma and was Head Chef at Wagamama 

for over 10 years. He now brings quality Burmese cuisine to Derry Hill on 

Saturday 15th October at a pop-up restaurant in The Lansdowne Hall.  

Menu and booking details online from 4th September – www.yathacatering.com   

http://www.yathacatering.com/
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CALNE MUSIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL 
Yvonne and David Auld will be 

opening their Studio over the two 

weekends of the Calne Festival 

(both Saturdays and Sundays 

8th/9th and 15th/16th) to show 

recent artworks including prints and 

cards.   

Everyone will be made very 

welcome and drinks will be served 

between 11am and 5pm. 

 

In addition, this year 10% of any 

sales made will be donated to 

Cancer Research UK. 

 

Location 
Homelea, Church Road, Derry Hill 

the house and studio are located 

two doors to the right of the village 

shop. 

tel. 01249 814439.     

email. auldart@hotmail.com. 

BOWOOD CARVING AND WOODWORK CLUB 
Bowood Carving and 

Woodwork Club will be holding 

their annual open day on Saturday 

October 15th as part of the 

Calne Music and Arts festival.  

The workshop will be open from 

10am until 4pm and everyone is welcome.  

Access will be signed from the Lansdowne Arms car park and there will be   

demonstrations of this ancient craft from various ancient craftsmen, and no 

doubt tea and cake too!   

Hope to see you there.  Richard Wood 

mailto:auldart@hotmail.com
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RIDE AND MORRIS STRIDE  
Many thanks to all those who donated to this year’s effort.  And it was a bit 

of an effort!  

As my Morris team, Chippenham Morris, was dancing in Calne and Avebury 

on the Ride and Stride day, I decided to base my visits to churches around 

those two places and anywhere else on the way. 

Saturday 10th was cool and rainy so I set off with waterproofs on and 

popped into Christ Church as my first stop.  I was enthusiastically greeted 

by Barbara Starr and duly checked in.  Onwards in the rain via the Methodist 

Chapel in Studley and the Sustrans Bike track, I arrived in Calne where it 

was still raining!  I checked out a few churches in Calne and then it was time 

to Morris dance with the team who arrived at noon.  

We entertained the shoppers in 

Phelps Parade and then I got on my 

bike again to go along the A4 and 

visit such churches as Holy Trinity 

in Quemerford.   

Stopping only for a quick pint with 

the Morris team in Cherhill (it’s a 

Morris custom!) I carried on along 

the Sustrans route to Yatesbury 

and then on to Avebury. 

I arrived just in time for our 2.30pm 

dance spot at the Avebury Fayre.   

Lunch followed and another dance 

spot.  I managed to visit Avebury 

Church and then departed for 

home with weary legs.  In all some 

14 churches visited and I hope to 

have collected £400 for the 

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust.  

Half of this will come back directly 

to our church.  The rest will be 

used to help maintain the fabric of 

churches around Wiltshire. 

Richard Aylen 
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MOTHER’S UNION  

Almost all of the members of Derry Hill Mother’s Union met in Christ 

Church to hear an illustrated talk by Mr Jack Koynenburg about the history 

of Chippenham.  Our ladies were enthralled to hear how Chippenham 

changed from a small market town into the busy place it is now.  The history 

of the re-establishment of the Buttercross was particularly interesting.  

He ended by showing slides of the house he has built in the town and inviting 

us to come and look around.  

In the short business meeting there was a report on the Mary Sumner day 

service in St Mary's Church.  Members who attended had enjoyed the 

afternoon, which ended with a tea party to celebrate the 140th 

anniversary of the Mother’s Union – the cake was particularly 

impressive.  

The New Start coffee morning on September 9th marked the start of 

another school year and a fresh set of mothers and toddlers attended.  

Members gave ideas for speakers and activities for next year and the 

committee will do their best to secure some of them for the dates in 2017 

including a Christmas tea at Bowood and a fundraising lunch in June for the 

Mother’s Union Holiday Scheme.  Deirdre closed the meeting with prayers. 

Visitors and new members are always welcome. 

More information can be obtained from Deirdre on (01249) 822157. 

OCTOBER SUPPER NIGHT  
is a Curry Night! 

It is on 28th October 2016.  Three-course Supper 

starting at 7pm.  Tickets are limited and selling 

quickly.  Price £10. 

Please contact Stephen Starr on 01249 821325 or 

stephen1.starr@btinternet.com for more details, 

including tickets 

mailto:stephen1.starr@btinternet.com
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To Let. 

Please contact the Advertising 

Coordinator 

Mr Keith Trerslove –  

01249 819077 

email: inspirederry@gmail.com 

 

mailto:inspirederry@gmail.com
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CHRIST CHURCH EVENTS IN OCTOBER 
2 October 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

9 October 2016 
11:00am All Age Holy Communion (CW) 

16 October 2016 
8:00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

11:00am Family Service 

22 October 2016 
7:30pm Kentwood Choir Concert 

23 October 2016 
11:00am Holy Communion (CW) 

30 October 2016 
11:00am 

4:00pm 

Holy Communion (CW) at Bremhill (not at Derry Hill!) 

ALL SOULS’ Service at Christ Church, Derry Hill 

MEDITATION –  ALL ARE WELCOME 
The new meditation group is now meeting on a weekly 

basis. We have been meeting in the church since June and 

will continue to meet weekly on Wednesdays from 

6.30pm. to 7.00pm., just 30 minutes of stillness, 

beginning with a short reading and closing with music.  

If you are coming home from work or have time before 

or after supper, just pop in.  You can join on any 

Wednesday because we are all beginners!  There are no “experts” or 

“masters”, we are all novices and there is nothing complicated, so just turn 

up.  

We have been so pleased to see people joining us from within Derry Hill 

and Studley and those from further afield.  Everyone is welcome – those 

from a Christian tradition, those of other faiths and those of no faith.  

Meditation is inclusive, so we offer a space and place where we can just be 

in stillness and silence.  

If you want any more information, just give me a call or talk to Rev Ann. 

Janet Robbins - 01249 814845 
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THE VILLAGE STORES 
Church Road, Derry Hill 

Tel: 01249 812376 
Your friendly local Post Office here to help you 

 

DID YOU KNOW 

We are able to supply you with: 

 
Foreign currency and Travel Insurance 

Deposit and Withdrawal facilities for Lloyds TSB, Co-op, Barclays,  

Alliance and Leicester Giro.  Most bills paid free of charge, including 

Telephone, Rent, Gas and many more 
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TOWN HALL MOVIOLA 
Here we are back again for the upcoming year.   

Our October film will be Love and Friendship (U) 

starring Kate Beckinsale as Lady Susan Vernon, a 

legendary flirt, who, recently widowed and leaving a 

trail of scandal behind her, arrives to stay with her 

estranged in-laws in the country.  There she torments 

a young admirer and plots to marry off her very meek 

daughter to a wealthy fool.  Excellent cast, witty 

dialogue and good fun. 

Showing in Calne Town Hall on Weds 19th 

October at 7.30pm. 

Doors open at 7.00pm.  Refreshments available.  Tickets £6 from the 

information centre or on the door.  Vivian 

THANKS EVERYBODY! 
As you may know, on 11 August I felt that I wasn’t getting enough attention 

so I had an episode of Ventricular Tachycardia (a very fast heart rate).  More 

often than not, this is fatal but, despite me losing consciousness, Ann 

managed to bring me round in time for the paramedics’ arrival and I was 

rushed off to the Great Western Hospital. 

The Swindon cardiologists decided that Oxford was the best place for me 

so I had a very interesting journey in the back of another ambulance, with 

flashing lights and “Wooh-waahs”.  Don’t ever be tempted to tailgate an 

ambulance that is parting the traffic.  They have three DVD cameras on the 

rear of the ambulance and two on the front!  An Audi driver on the A34 

will have received a visit from the police. 

What caused my heart to go bonkers is not known.  Oxford did establish 

that my coronary arteries are fine so it was most likely an “electrical fault”.  

Whatever the cause, it stressed the heart-muscle significantly.  When tested 

on arrival in Oxford, my heart was functioning at less than 20%! 

I now have a CRT-D (which is a state of the art “Cardiac Resynchronisation 

Therapy and Defibrillator” device) implanted instead of the old pacemaker 

and am recovering slowly.  I feel very tired! 

Thanks so much for all the cards and good wishes.  They mean so much. 

Dave Massey 



24 

 
 

 



25 

 



26 

 

  

FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE 
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 

special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 

7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 

Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Dave Massey Tel. 01249 

817926 or jd.massey@btinternet.com.  A donation to the church for the cost 

of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD 
Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship for 

the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you would 

like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a special 

occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 07968 091217 or 

email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

mailto:jd.massey@btinternet.com
mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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DERRY HILL AND DISTRICT WI 
On August 20th a number of the Derry Hill ladies 

baked various cakes and sold them in support of a 

WW2 commemorative function with the Lacock WI.  

In addition to raising funds for Lacock, a useful 

contribution was made to Derry Hill WI funds. 

Rather than the 

usual mixture of a 

talk and business 

discussion, the meeting at the Lansdowne 

Hall on 24th August included games of 

boule on the hall grass followed by a 

buffet and wine-tasting, which included 

spouses and partners.  

The October 26th meeting will include 

the previously advertised Cookery Demonstration and Tasting by 

Devizes Chef, Peter Vaughan.  Tickets at £5 each, inclusive of a 

complimentary glass of wine, are now sold out.  

If you are interested in coming to a meeting please phone Sheila on 

814538, or Janet, on 814152 or just pop in - we’d love to see you.    

Our meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of every month at The 

Lansdowne Hall, Derry Hill, starting at 7.30pm. 

ALL SOULS’ SERVICE AT CHRIST CHURCH, 

DERRY HILL 
On the 29th October at 4pm we will have the annual All Souls’ Service 

at Christ Church.  All are welcome!   

At this service we read out the names of loved ones departed, light candles 

for each of them and remember them with love.  There are refreshments 

afterwards – many of us need a cup of tea afterwards!  If you would like to 

add a name (or more) to the list of names to be read out there will be a 

form in church.  Please come to the service too. You will not be alone!  This 

is usually a well-attended service which helps us to remember and cope with 

our loss. 

In the meantime, if you would like to chat about any of this or bereavement 

in general then do give me a call or just drop in at The Vicarage.  Rev Ann. 
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BOOK CLUB REVIEW 
The vacillations of Poppy Carew by Mary Wesley 
This book was written 30 years ago but 

we felt that with a few minor exceptions 

it has not dated.  This is possibly because 

the author shows a relaxed attitude to the 

sexual behaviour of her characters. 

Poppy Carew is an attractive young 

woman who has just been dumped by her 

long term partner for an older and richer 

woman.  Her dying father is so pleased by 

this turn of events that he dies laughing.  

On finding herself the heiress to an 

unexpected fortune Poppy embarks on a 

series of adventures with an assortment of 

interesting and eccentric characters.  

Mary Wesley has written a witty and well-

crafted book which romps along to a 

satisfying if somewhat predictable 

conclusion.   

This was considered lightweight by some, but a fun read by others.  The use 

or perhaps overuse of coincidence was noted but we felt that the book was 

a fantasy rather than realistic. 

If anyone would like to borrow a copy of this book or any others we have 

read, please contact Dani Tel 01249 816106. 

Next month we will be reading Tulip Fever by Deborah Moggach 

THE SCIENCE DELUSION 
by Rupert Sheldrake 
The foundation of modern science is, “Give me one free miracle and from 

there the entire thing will proceed in a seamless, causal explanation.”   

The one free miracle is the sudden appearance of all the matter and energy 

in the universe, with all the laws that govern it – in a single instant.   

The “Big Bang”. 

Everyone should read this book! 

Dave Massey 
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REVEREND ANN WRITES 
The warmth of the sun is still managing to break through the cold nip in the 

air.  The clear, fresh mornings are just the kind of mornings I like.   No doubt 

the sun’s warmth will have faded to more wintery levels by the end of 

October, but it is god to enjoy it for as long as it is around! 

Harvest Festival has taken place and the smell in church was fantastic when 

I entered the church first thing today.  We have so much to be grateful for 

living in this country.  Many of us are here because this is where our parents 

lived – an accident of birth for us.   

That is why Harvest is so special – it is a time to recognise God’s goodness 

and say ‘thank you’.  On the altar in church there is a card from the children 

who came to the service – it thanks God for being the source of all 

goodness.  I feel sure he will be as delighted to receive a card as any of us! 

All the proceeds from the Harvest Auction of fresh produce will go with the 

preserved goods to Doorway in Chippenham.  We hope and pray that our 

small efforts will give others, less fortunate than ourselves, hope in humanity. 

The church life moves on at the beginning of October to what is called the 

Kingdom Season.  It is the last season of the church year and therefore focus 

is on the end times.  Not so much as to whether or not we will qualify for 

heaven but to focus on whether we are living our lives according to God’s 

plan.  If our intention is to be part of showing God’s love to others, then we 

can discern what it is that God wants us to do for him.  We are all linked 

together and each is dependent upon others.  There are so many ways we 

can contribute to God’s plan in both small and big ways.  A good way is to 

think before we act.  I read this today, when looking at a harvest website:   

A ‘Chain’ Story 

 Knotgrass used to be a common farmland weed. 

 Weed killers sprayed on cereal fields have made the knotgrass 

disappear. 

 A leaf beetle called Gastrophysa polygoni only ate knotgrass. 

 G polygoni disappeared when the knotgrass was destroyed. 

 Partridge chicks used to eat a great many G polygoni leaf beetles. 

 As G polygoni disappeared the number of partridges went down. 

 So the destruction of a weed indirectly affected the bird populations 

on our farmland 
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Trying to work out what it is that God wants us to do will mean knowing 

what you are good at and how God wants you to use that gift.  This is 

“discerning vocation”.  Some are called to ministry – it doesn’t have to 

be ordained, it can be as a Lay Pastoral Assistant, Children’s Worker, Lay 

Reader and yet others are called to nursing and teaching in secular 

employment.  To do well at anything I suggest one needs to have a natural 

instinct for it, a special talent recognised. 

With love Ann 

DEFIBRILLATOR NEWS 
Have you seen this man? 

A well-known village 

resident is shown here in 

August 2013 having just 

completed the famous 

paint job, which transformed our elderly phone 

box from a frankly parlous state to the sparkling 

local icon it is today!  Observant readers will 

note that the legend above the door has now 

changed from TELEPHONE to something more 

appropriate. 

You may find him around the village with ladders 

and paint tins and possibly red paint still on his 

hands!  Anyway he must have done a good job 

because it still looks good three years later!  

Well done and thanks Chris! 

New Leader Needed 
There must be someone in our villages who would like to be chair of our 

little group as the present person is moving away.  She and her husband have 

long harboured desires to move to Dorset when they retired, to walk 

endlessly along the cliff paths!  They will miss the community here very much 

but want to have one more adventure before they are too old.  

Please step forward if you would like to take on this important role. 

See us on FaceBook at Derry Hill and Studley Heartbeat. 

Emma Dadd   01249 817438 emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk  

Paula Edwards 01249 816364 bryher3@talktalk.net  

mailto:emma.dadd@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bryher3@talktalk.net
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