
The Marden Vale Team Ministry 
Christ Church, Derry Hill – St. John the Baptist, Foxham – St. Martin, Bremhill 

Sunday 31st May – Pentecost Sunday 
 

Alleluia, alleluia!    Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your 
faithful people and kindle in them the fire of your love.  Alleluia!

 

Also available: 
8.10am Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4.  A service for 
Pentecost from City Church, Cardiff. 
9am on  the Church of England’s website   Thy Kingdom 
Come – Pentecost Sunday Service 
10.00am  BBC1  2020: A Celebration for Pentecost 
11.00am BBC1 Sunday Worship from Hereford 
Cathedral with the Rt Rev Richard Jackson 
1.15pm Songs of Praise on BBC1 with Rev.Kate Bottley 
 

Bells 
Tune in to ‘Bells on 
Sunday’ on Radio 4 at 
5.43am from Sheffield 
Cathedral.  Or follow 
this link and listen 
later online:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000j139 
Image credit: Steve Woodmore 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/ 
 
Light a Candle May I encourage you to continue this 
practice of praying, and lighting a candle and placing it 
in a window as a sign of hope each Sunday evening?   
 

Prayer  Join with the Church of England Daily Prayer 
by visiting our website: www.mardenvale.org.uk  
and clicking on ‘Pray’ on the top line. 

In the coming week please also pray for: 
• all who are affected by coronavirus, for all who work 

on the frontline to keep us safe, to help the sick, to 
keep us fed… 

• those who are anxious, exhausted, isolated. May those 
whose mental health is fragile be able to access the 
counselling, medication and support they need 

• our local schools: the children and young people, staff 
and governors.  We pray especially for Derry Hill 
Primary and headteacher Hayley Roberts as they 
prepare to return to school this week 

• Kingston House residents and all who work there 
• Lucy Aylen (YWAM) as she leads & teaches at 

Discipleship Training School 
• the work of Christian Aid  
• our brothers and sisters in Sudan & South Sudan; in 

Yemen 
• all who are sick, awaiting diagnosis, those in hospital. 

Especially we pray for: Mark Steele, Christine Gundry, 
Mark Jennings, Lynne Cottrell, Rob Simons, Len Jones, 
Jacob Maloy, Paul Crayford, Jennifer Pope, Helen 
Lewis, Jackson Goodship, Jane Jordan, Angela Barker, 
Liz Kinch, Doreen Williams, Bill Norman, Brenda Beint, 
Peter Lansdell, Sonia Strange, and Barbara Starr. 

• All who have recently died, the bereaved, & all whose 
anniversary of death falls at this time.  We remember 
especially Dorothy Payne and Ruth Brenton. 

• Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for the Anglican Church 
of Melanesia, The Most Revd Leonard Dawea - 
Archbishop of the Anglican Church of Melanesia and 
Bishop of Temotu.  

•  

Calne Food Bank is currently based at Church House, 
30 Church St., Calne.  12-4pm on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk 
 

Christian Aid With no house to house collections this 
year you may wish to donate online: 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-
appeals/christian-aid-week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s services in the Marden Vale: 
 

Marden Vale Team Pentecost Service: a 
communion service from Christ Church, Derry Hill 
https://youtu.be/evYifwCfi_k 

For our younger folk 
This week we hear the story of the Holy Spirit 
coming to the first disciples.  You can find it on 
Derry Hill’s Facebook page  
https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh/po
sts/      or https://vimeo.com/424314284 

 

 

Keeping in touch 
 

If you are able, please look at the website 
www.mardenvale.org.uk  
and Derry Hill’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh
/posts/ 
 

Contact Linda on 01249 817926 or email 
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk 
 



Readings and Prayers for today’s services: 
 

Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all 
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under 
heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed 
and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of 
us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What 
does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They 
are filled with new wine.’ 
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what 
I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for 
it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what 
was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
   and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
   and your old men shall dream dreams.  
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
   in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
   and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
   and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s  
great and glorious day.  
Then everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 
 

John 20:19-23 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 
week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 
Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.’ 
 

Collect 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Pentecost Reflections 
Some years ago a group of Christian writers was asked 
to describe, in 100 words or less, how the Holy Spirit 
was at work in the world.  I think that’s an intriguing 
question for us today; I wonder what your answer 
would be? 
 

Here are two of the reflections from 2010: 
 

‘The Spirit is at work wherever there is community. The 
Spirit is at work wherever there is gratitude. The Spirit 
is at work wherever there are "sighs too deep for 
words." The Spirit is at work wherever there is "love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control," for these are the fruits of 
the Spirit. The Spirit is at work as the "whole creation 
groans in labor pains" birthing new life. The Spirit is at 
work wherever "young people prophesy" against 
injustice and "see visions" of hope and wherever elders 
still "dream dreams" of a better world.’ 
                                                                             Carl Gregg 
 

‘It is easy to get swept away by the vision of God's 
dream for the world. Unlike the brokenness of the 
present, it is whole. Unlike the violence of the present, 
there is peace. Unlike, well, what is actual, something 
more is possible. The Holy Spirit is God's continuous gift 
to the present that protests what is with what could 
be. She is the always-active agent of God's coming. Life 
in the Spirit then, is one that dreams God's dream 
during the day.’                                                     Tripp Fuller 
 

And today?  I believe the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
quiet, calm words; steadfast actions; patient 
perseverance, and constant care from so many, day 
after day after day in our hospitals, care settings, 
schools, workplaces, homes and wider community. 

I believe the Holy Spirit is at work 
when we pray, and in the tireless 
pursuit of truth and justice, mercy 
and compassion by so many, 
determined to value and cherish 
every living thing.  Fire, wind, dove – 

symbols of God’s cleansing, life-giving, powerful, gentle 
love in the gift of his Holy Spirit.  Amen.  
  


