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We are proud to say that we are Covd-19 safe and now open.
Opening hours
Mon – Closed
Tue – Closed
Wed – 12.00-3.00pm / 5.30-10.00pm
Thurs – 12.00-3.00pm / 5.30-10.00pm
Fri – 12.00pm – 10.00pm
Sun 12.00pm-6pm

Food service
Mon – Closed
Tue – Closed
Wed – 12.00-2.30pm / 6.00-9.00pm
Thurs – 12.00-2.30pm / 6.00-9.00pm
Fri – 12.00pm – 9.00pm
Sun 12.00pm-5pm

Download the Wadworth APP to let you view menus, make
bookings use our Click & collect service and order & pay
without leaving your table.

Registered Charity 1030979

THE LANSDOWNE HALL
Petty Lane Derry Hill
Available for Hire
Large Hall, 2 Meeting
Rooms and Kitchen
Available for Hire

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill.
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care
since 1987
SESSIONS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday:
9am – 3pm
Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the
following September 12pm – 3pm
Forest Outings Wednesday 12pm – 3pm

Preferential rates for local
residents
Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy
Lane
For further information
and bookings

A lovely environment with space to learn in a fun
way with our experienced and friendly team.
We welcome children from age 2 years old.

07860 940323

Visit our website for more information:

WWW.RUBADUBPRESCHOOL.COM

Why not call us and arrange a visit on 07894
073865 – leave a message & someone will call
you back.

www.lansdownehall.org
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Editorial
The arrival of September sees the long days of summer receding into
the past as we look forward to the delights of autumn with the hours of
daylight already reducing significantly.

At the time of writing this piece though it feels distinctly autumn as a hefty
gale is blowing less than a week after enduring days of high
temperatures and humidity. It has been a summer like no other, coming
as it did after many weeks of lockdown during the Covid-19 pandemic,
as we learned to live with the ‘new normal’ of life with the virus. We have
each probably learned to value certain things more greatly than we have
previously and relished the many freedoms which we probably took for
granted before. However, despite everything the virus has not gone
away and is still with us. Whilst we are still learning about its many
attributes, it is clear that it is very easily transmitted within the community
and individual responsibility for hygiene, keeping socially distant and
taking precautions to keep ourselves – and other people – safe is of vital
importance. We have a long way to go I fear before we get to anything
like what life was like before mid-March this year.
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One of the consequences of pandemic life has of course been the loss
of the myriad sporting and other cultural events we enjoy together with
all the social and other activities of life within our villages which
punctuate the passing of the year – from important church services to
the annual fete and the temporary closure of many clubs. Hopefully, we
will value them all the more as they return.
One of the events to fall by the wayside this month is the annual Crab
Fair and Sports event which has been held in Egremont, Cumbria
since1267. The event encapsulates all that is quirky and so British in that
it includes the World Gurning Championships whereby contenders for
the title make the ugliest face possible whilst wearing a horse’s collar or
braffin. There are separate mens’ and womens’ contests but if gurning
is not for you then next year you could always enter the pipe smoking
competition!
29th September sees Michaelmas Day, traditionally the last day of the
harvest season and a date after which many countryfolk believe that is
bad luck to gather blackberries.
Sadly, the early hours of Sunday 16 August witnessed a serious car
crash on the A4 which resulted in the loss of four young men from the
Calne area. We mark their passing and mourn with their families,
remembering too the residents of the house whose lives were disrupted
by the subsequent fire.

Assistant Editor

An urgent message from Calne Without Parish
Council (which covers Derry Hill and Studley):
“The Parish Council is investigating ways to support clubs and other not
for profit organisations in the recovery phase of Covid-19. Organisers
are encouraged to contact their local Councillor or the Clerk to discuss
the support that may be available to meet the requirements for
reopening.”
The rest of the Parish Council news is on page 29
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Now there are 5 Defibrillators in the Village!
We are delighted to announce that
following generous donations from
Bowood Gate residents
Crest Nicholson plc
Derry Hill & Studley Fete
Committee
Vastern Timber Ltd
Waitrose Partnership
Wilts Electrical Contracting Ltd
and the local community, the latest automatic defibrillator has been
installed on the garage wall at 21, Studley Gardens. We are grateful to
the Spong family for allowing us to do this and for covering electricity
costs.
All 5 of the defibrillators in the village are available for any
emergencies, and they are inspected and disinfected regularly for
safe use at the following locations:
Telephone kiosk on Church Road
Entrance to the Lansdowne Hall
Front wall at Methodist Chapel in Studley
Garage wall at “Sunnyview” in Norley Lane
Garage wall at 21 Studley Gardens
All our defibrillators have recently been subjected to a 5-year electrical
inspection and you may have noticed that we have had the telephone
box unit rewired to conform with the latest electrical safety and supply
standards. All 5 units are now cleared for the next 5 years!
When someone suffers a cardiac arrest, every minute’s delay in
restarting the heart, results in a reduction of around 7% in the chances
of survival. All villagers now have access, in minutes, to this vital lifesaving equipment, the cabinet code being given by dialling 999 and
requesting ambulance assistance.
We will be arranging further training and awareness sessions when
Covid-19 restrictions permit to demonstrate how to use a defibrillator and
other vital lifesaving tips.
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Can you help us?
We are looking for volunteers who can support the team by joining the
committee or making a small annual donation. Many members of the
village have arranged a £5.00 annual donation by BACS transfer –
details below - as we are totally dependent on donations to purchase
and maintain these lifesaving kits with replacement pads when they are
used or expire and replacement batteries.
BACS transfer details:
Account:
Derry Hill & Studley Heartbeat
Sort Code: 30-91-99
Acct. No:
52349360
Many thanks and keep safe.
Julian (Chair) 01249 814145 / julesoliver3@gmail.com

The tragic crash in Derry Hill
We wish to record here the heartfelt
sentiments we all share for this terrible
loss of young lives. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to the bereaved
families and friends of these young
men, the emergency services and
those in the immediate area of the
crash.
If you have been affected by this and wish to have help coming to terms
with it, The Rise Trust, is able to help young people. In addition, books
of condolence have been opened in Calne Visitor and Information
Centre and St. Mary’s Church Calne. You may find it comforting to just
sit quietly in one of the nearby churches. Please check for opening times
for Christ Church as these are restricted because of Covid-19
precautions. Also Rev. Linda Carter is happy to have a chat with you.

Editor
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The future form of this magazine
Since March 2020 this magazine has been
emailed out in digital form because of the
Covid-19 pandemic; we wanted to protect
our deliverers.
During this time, it has become apparent
from remarks made to us that many people
prefer the online copy – which is either
emailed out direct or can be accessed on the
church website.
The main advantages to being online, from a
production point of view, is that we have a
shorter lead in time, we can have a larger
magazine and there is virtually no cost. In
terms of reader experience, we are able to
enhance content by putting in web links and
have an all colour edition. (A paper full colour
edition for the whole of both villages is prohibitively expensive). Given the
economic climate, with advertising revenue uncertainties at the moment, we
are considering staying as we are, but wish to canvass views.
We appreciate that there is a group of people in our community who do not
have access to the internet and hence the current e magazine. There is also
another group who’s email addresses we don’t have to send the magazine
to.
The first group are going to be hard to quantify and help. Whilst we don’t
want to stop anyone from receiving our magazine, we feel that we are safer
sticking to the online version in the long run
With the second group we need your help. If you are getting this second
hand please consider letting me have your email address, which will only
be used to mail out the magazine to you and will be kept in a secure manner.
Also, we’d be grateful if you can let us know your views on keeping this
magazine in digital form.
Please help by forwarding the magazine to anyone you suspect is not
receiving it. If you belong to a group, please make sure your group members
get a copy.
To get in touch please email me – inspireeditor@outlook.com. Thanks.

Richard Aylen (Editor)
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SRC
PLUMBING
&
HEATING

STEVE COWLEY
PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER
DERRY HILL
CALNE
Mob: 07795 836472
Tel: 01249 824787

E
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL AND COVID 19
As most residents will know the
Lansdowne Hall has been closed
for several months and only used
in exceptional circumstance with
appropriate
safeguarding
measures being taken. However,
the Government has now relaxed
the rules on the use of Community
buildings so the Lansdowne Hall
will be re- opening on the 1st
September for general bookings
and the continuation of regular activities, some of which may be
returning earlier.
Whilst the Hall’s Management Committee is delighted to reopen and
start recouping some of its considerable losses, normal business is still
some way off. Each meeting room has to operate with restricted
numbers and maintaining social distancing together with extra care
being taken over cleanliness. Details of these new measures (and
hopefully temporarily ones) can be found on the Hall’s website. In
addition, the Hall’s Administrator will be able to provide potential users
with more details and information.
It is hoped that all our regular users will be returning, and that the local
community will again support the Hall when requiring a venue for family
celebrations, general meetings and other events that the Hall’s facilities
can accommodate. Such support will be much appreciated and go some
way towards recovering the recent downturn in the Hall’s finances
together with maintaining the Lansdowne Hall’s reputation as one of the
best Village Halls in the county.

Alan Rosekilly (Secretary)
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The Resurrection Bird
With its red, black and white head
and black and gold wings the Gold
Finch is one of our more colourful
birds and is often depicted in
Italian Renaissance paintings
where it is associated with
resurrection,
spirituality
and
salvation. It is sad to note that it’s
pretty plumage and attractive song
led to vast numbers being caged
for domestic pleasure across
Europe.
In Great Britain, during the 19th
century, many thousands of European goldfinches were trapped each
year to be sold as cage birds. In 1860, for example, 132,000 were
reputed to have been taken at Worthing in Sussex alone. One of the
earliest campaigns of The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds
was directed against this trade. Wildlife conservation attempts to
limit bird trapping and the destruction of the open space habitats of
goldfinches - amongst many other projects.
Because of the thistle seeds it eats, in Christian symbolism the
European goldfinch is associated with Christ’s Passion and his crown
of thorns. In pictures of the Madonna and Christ child it represents
the foreknowledge Jesus and Mary had of the Crucifixion. Examples
include the Madonna del cordellino or Madonna of the Goldfinch,
painted by the Italian Renaissance artist Raphael, in which John the
Baptist offers a European goldfinch to Christ in a warning of his future.
In Barocci’s 's Holy Family, a European goldfinch is held in the hand
of John the Baptist, who holds it high out of reach of an interested cat.
In Cima da Conegliano’s Madonna and Child, a European goldfinch
flutters in the hand of the Christ child. It is also an emblem of
endurance, fruitfulness, and persistence. Because it symbolizes the
Passion, the European goldfinch is considered a "saviour" bird and
may be pictured with the common housefly (which represents sin and
disease). The European goldfinch is also associated with Saint
Jerome and appears in some depictions of him.
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The “human soul” represented by the
Goldfinch can found in both Ancient
Egypt and Christian religious art- where
it is a representation of resurrection. In
some ancient texts the Goldfinch
indicates wealth, happiness, joy,
prosperity and abundance. To the
Amerindians, the Goldfinch is symbolic
of being. The manufacture of the
musical instrument the harpsichord
in seventeenth century Netherlands involved it being decorated with
symbols of the resurrection – which included the Goldfinch.
Poets who have delighted in praising the bird include Patrick
Kavanagh and John Keats. Donna Taret’s novel The Goldfinch won
the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction. The English word 'goldfinch' was
used in the second half of the 14th century by Geoffrey Chaucer in
his unfinished ‘The Cook's Tale’: "Gaillard he was as goldfynch in the
shawe (Gaily dressed he was as is a goldfinch in the woods)"
The female makes a deep cup-shaped nest and the male
accompanies her but does not partake. Goldfinches produce 2
broods of 4-6 smooth, glossy, reddish patterned pale blue eggs,
which females incubate for 12-13 days. Collectively the Goldfinch is
estimated to have 313,000 UK territories, but due to breeding in small
colonies these birds aren’t particularly territorial. They are very
sociable birds.
The European goldfinch is a specialist seed-feeder- its beak being
the perfect tool for extracting seeds from their covering. It prefers
small seeds such as those from thistles and teasels but insects are
also taken when feeding young. The male’s beak is more adapted to
this than the female. It also regularly visits bird feeders in winter. In
this season European goldfinches group together to form flocks of up
to 40 or more. Goldfinches rejoice in a number of old rural names
including ‘goldie’, ‘gold linnet’, ‘redcap’, and ‘King Harry’. In the early
18th century the word goldfinch was used as slang for a very wealthy
person. If you want to have this pretty bird in your garden, then put
out feeders which contain niger (commercially described as nyjer)
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seed. They also adore beige sunflower hearts seeds and like
dandelion and ragwort.
With our growing awareness of ecology and a better understanding
of humanity’s place in Nature and the immense responsibility each of
us have as members of the dominant species to cherish, protect and
enhance the planet, the Goldfinch is now very little persecuted. The
collective term for the Goldfinch is “a charm”. How very apt: with its
beauteous song, sociability and striking colours it cannot fail but to
uplift the heart and brighten our day.

©Stephen Ben Cox
Gardening Steve
Hi.
September
is
an
interesting time in the
garden, its getting cooler
and there is more wind
about. September is the
month when the last of the
fruit ripens and you are busy
harvesting your remaining
crops. It is the perfect time to
make
preparations
for
winter. Keep your hanging baskets and containers fed, the flowers
should last until the end of September or until first frosts. You can now
take cuttings of geraniums and pelargoniums ready for next year. When
taking cuttings use a very sharp knife. Take a cutting about an inch long,
taking off all lower leaves leaving 2 at the tip. No need to use rooting
powder, put the cutting straight into a pot of compost, water well and put
straight into a propagator and leave for at least 5 weeks until showing
signs of being rooted. There is no need to water until it starts to grow.
Finish off any remaining hedge cutting. Start planning now to see what
spring flowering bulbs you want such as daffodils, hyacinths, and
bluebells; these can be planted now or in April. Don’t forget to clean out
your cold frames and the greenhouse. If you have a pond, net it off to
keep falling leaves from falling in. More news next month.

Stephen Starr

Bowood House gardener.
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The Night Sky in September
The summer months are now behind us and as we enter
autumn, we are enjoying darker night skies which
makes celestial viewing somewhat easier - and there is
plenty to see this month with many of the planets in our
solar system putting on a show. Firstly, Jupiter has been
visible to us since February and remains with us until
the end of the year. This month it can be seen shining brightly in the
southern evening skies before it sets soon after midnight. Saturn is located
just to the left of Jupiter, not as bright but clearly identifiable. These two
planets will be extremely close together on 21 December this year. The
evenings of 24 and 25 September will see these two planets and the moon
together low in the Southern sky at around 20.00h. The star immediately to
the left of the moon on 24 September is Nunki.
Over towards the Eastern sky, Mars, the red planet, challenges Jupiter for
brightness as Earth draws nearer to its neighbour during this month. Mars
rises at around 20.30h and continues to brighten rapidly as it reaches its
closest approach to us on 6 October. The evenings of 5 and 6 September
at around 23.00h will see the moon particularly close to Mars at around
23.00h in the Eastern sky.
Meanwhile, early in the morning, Venus shines brilliantly, rising at around
02.30h and at around 05.00h on 13 September, low in the Eastern sky, the
Moon will have Venus almost immediately below it with the twin stars Castor
and Pollux above.
Neptune will be at its closest point to Earth this year and opposite the sun
on 11 September but as this will be a mere 4,327km away, binoculars will
be essential!
September of course also witnesses the autumn equinox when it is
commonly understood that there are equal periods of day and night but it is
actually a specific time – a time when the sun crosses the celestial equator
from North to South. This year it occurs on 22 September at 14.31h. The
change in daylight hours moves fastest around the times of equinox as the
sunrise and sunset times below illustrate.

1 Sept
15 Sept
30 Sept

Sunrise Sunset
06.21
19.53
06.43
19.21
07.07
18.47

Richard Carter
16

17

We are pleased to welcome you to pray in church
Christ Church, Derry Hill is open for individual, private prayer for a
maximum of 4 people at any one time
The church will usually be open at the
following times:
when there is no Sunday service:
Sunday: midday to 4pm
Tuesday to Saturday: 10am to 4pm
the week following a Sunday service:
Thursday to Saturday: 10am to 4pm
There may be times when the church
remains closed e.g. after a funeral service so please check the notices,
noticeboard or website.
Sunday worship in our churches
6th Sept 10am at St John the Baptist, Foxham
13th Sept 10am at Christ Church, Derry Hill – Harvest Service
20th Sept 10am Morning Prayer at St John the Baptist, Foxham
27th Sept 10am Parish Eucharist at Christ Church, Derry Hill
Plans to re-open St Martin’s, Bremhill will be considered once roof repairs
are completed. Depending on how things go, it is hoped that a sustainable
pattern of services including Morning Worship, Parish Eucharist and
Evensong will evolve around the parishes to take us through the next few
months.
Where a Sunday service has taken place in church, that building will be
closed for 72 hours after the service to minimise the amount of cleaning
required. We plan to review safety procedures after each service in
response to attendee numbers and behaviours, so please check service
details and information on our website, Facebook page and Noticeboard.
Our main priorities are the health and safety of our community, so things
will not be quite the same as usual, but we recognise the importance, for
many, of meeting together in worship so have put together this brief
explanation of what to expect:
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Q. How is the church managing social distancing?
A. We have assessed the seating capacity and space available and
worked out the best way to seat everyone to maintain 2 metre
distancing. There will be markings on the path and on the floor inside
church. A Churchwarden will be on hand to welcome you and show you
where to sit. At the end of the service, please remain in your seat until
you are asked to make your way to the exit.
Q. Do I have to book in advance?
A. It would help us to know if you intend to come to a service so that we
can maintain safe social distancing. We ask that you telephone 01249
817926 or
email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk before 8pm on Saturday evening to
check availability.
Q. Will services be at the normal time?
A. Morning services will be at 10am. Evensong (when available) will be
at 6pm.
Q. Can I sit with my family or a friend?
A. People from the same household or “bubble” can sit together.
Everyone else will need to observe appropriate social distancing at all
times.
Q. Will there be communion?
A. Services will vary but where communion is offered this will be wafers
only. Distribution will be carefully controlled to minimise transmission risks
according to government and church guidelines.
Q. Will the hymn books be sanitised?
A. Sadly, hymn singing is not allowed at the moment, so all hymn books
and bibles will be removed.
There will, however, be music to listen to.
Q. I usually give cash in the plate when I come to church. I believe
this is not advised. What can I do to support the work of the church?
A. We would prefer not to have to expose our volunteers to handling cash,
but we desperately do need your support. Please take a moment to look
at the If you prefer to leave cash Parish Giving Scheme please do use
the collection plate by the main entrance.
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Q. Do I need to provide contact details?
A. In order to support the NHS Test and Trace programme, we are taking
contact details (name and telephone number) for all visitors, as well as
recording times entering and leaving the church building.
In line with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social
Care, we will keep your details safely and in compliance with GDPR
legislation for 21 days before securely disposing of or deleting them. We
will only share your details with NHS Test and Trace, if asked, in the event
that it is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use
your details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else.
Q. Will I be able to talk to my friends after the service?
A. To minimise risk, services will be shorter than normal, and the church
will be closed promptly. Catching up with friends is better done outdoors.
We ask that you do not obstruct the aisles or exits to allow everyone to
leave safely. It is obviously vital to obey social distancing guidelines
at all times.
Q. Will it be safe to come?
A. We have carefully assessed the risks of bringing us together and have
put in place measures to control and minimise the risk of transmission of
the virus. However, it is not possible to eliminate risks completely –
everyone attending must evaluate their own circumstances and act
accordingly. We all have a responsibility to act responsibly to ensure the
safety of everyone else.
Please do:
• use the hand sanitizer provided when you arrive and when you leave
• comply with social distancing rules – keep 2 metres apart whenever
possible.
• cover your nose and mouth if you sneeze or cough – take your tissues
home to dispose of them there.
Q. Should I wear a face covering in a church building?
A. From 8th August face coverings must be worn by all those attending a
place of worship.
If you do not feel it is safe or if you feel unwell – please do stay at
home and enjoy the online services from the Marden Vale Team.

Rev. Linda Carter
20

Church Contacts C HRIST C HURCH - D ERRY H ILL
Reverend Linda Carter
Vicar:
The Vicarage,
(Day off Monday.
Church Road, Derry Hill.
Urgent calls only that day
Calne. SN11 9NN
please)
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk

01249
817926

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Please call if you would like a visit or chat - all in strictest
confidence
01380
859433

Mrs Averil Davis

01249 814411

Mrs Anita Uttley

Church Wardens
Mr Stephen Starr

01249 821325

Mr Peter Rigby 01225 704356

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec)
Mr Peter Roycroft (Tr) 01249 660550

Mrs Jennie Leddra (Sec) 01249
660550

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or
would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact
Reverend Linda Carter

Dear Friends,
The period between 1st September and 4th October is known as
Creationtide or the Season of Creation in the church calendar. This
season is a relatively new addition introduced by the late Ecumenical
Patriarch Demetrios 1 in 1989 as he observed the “…destruction of the
natural environment…caused by human beings, with extremely
dangerous consequences for the very survival of the natural world
created by God.” The season begins on 1 st September which is the first
day of the Orthodox ecclesiastical year and continues until 4 th October,
the feast of St Francis of Assisi, thus drawing together the Eastern and
Western Christian Church as we seek to address critical environmental
issues which concern us all.
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NATIONAL T RUST SUTTON LANE M EADOWS
In our particular rural context Creationtide coincides with the tradition of
harvest thanksgiving and celebration and provides opportunities to
reflect more deeply on our relationship with the land. Perhaps this year,
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, we might also reflect on our
interdependence and how we are connected, not just to other human
beings, but our relationship with the whole created order and our Creator
God.
During Creationtide we are encouraged to focus on environmental
issues, to praise our Creator God and to give thanks for the whole of
God’s creation in all its wonder and mystery. However, on the evidence
of our treatment of the world around us, it seems that sometimes
humankind has difficulty in expressing praise and thanksgiving. Nature
seems to have no such problems. One of my favourite psalms is Psalm
19 which begins:
“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims
his handiwork…”
Simply by being itself, being what God made it to be, and fulfilling its
God-given purpose, creation glorifies God, and gives ‘voice’ to its praise.
In a sense, creation cannot help but worship God.
As Christians we must resist any temptation firstly, to assume that God’s
love is limited to human beings, and secondly, that the entire creative
22

endeavour depends on humankind, where stewardship is understood
solely in terms of managing natural resources. We are not called to be
masters over the earth on behalf of an absentee landlord. God has not
left God’s creation to its own devices as it were, as if creation were
simply a stock of resources to sustain and be managed by humankind.
Creation is how the relational interaction between God and the world
takes shape. Stewardship calls human beings into a relationship of
obedient co-operation with God. What form this co-operation takes is
critically important, requiring attentive prayer and discernment, and I
hope we will explore this more fully in our worship this month.
As the Church of England ‘Shrinking the Footprint’ project says:
“Our common home is crying out to be cherished and our thankful praise
should stir us to action and to tread more gently on the earth and care
for our shared environment.”
With love, Linda.

Litter Picking in Lockdown
My name is Josh; I am 7 and live in
Derry Hill. During lockdown I decided to
go litter picking to help keep the place I
live tidy. We went each week and
collected lots of things. These are some
of the things we found; drink cans, a
teaspoon, lots and lots of baby wipes,
face masks, a wheel arch from a lorry,
and several gloves. We found a pair of
socks each time we went!
My Mummy, Nana and my brother Lewis came with me on the
litter picks. We all wore gloves to keep us safe. We used a grabber
to pick up some of the things that were hard to reach. I really hope that
people stop throwing litter.

Josh Redhead
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Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust
Ride and Stride September 2020
I can't remember how many years
Mary and I have been doing this,
but it is always fairly strenuous but good fun looking back! We
normally meet some wonderful
people and see some smashing
villages and churches. Not sure
how it will go in the current climate,
but we will do our best to raise a bit
of cash for Wiltshire Historic
Churches Trust and Christ Church Derry Hill
We hope to be sponsored by all those who cherish the heritage of our
church buildings. The Historic Churches Trust helps look after them. Half
the sponsorship money will go to Christ Church Derry Hill.
How you can help?
1. You can donate to our JustGiving page
Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure.
Once you donate, they'll send your money directly to Wiltshire
Ride and Stride, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving
time and cutting costs for the charity. Your details are safe with
JustGiving - they'll never sell them on or send unwanted emails.
The Charity will send half the money back to Christ Church
or
2. Send a donation directly to Christ Church Derry Hill’s bank
account: PCC Derry Hill
Sort 30-91-99 Account 01987210 (Please identify yourself in
the transaction to help the church treasurer).
or
3. Give Mary and Richard a ring on 01249 814632 and let us work
out a way with you to contribute.
Thank you in advance,

Richard and Mary Aylen
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A message from the Avon Needs Trees Charity
It has been many weeks since we updated you on our purchase of
Hazeland, the 34 acres near Calne where we will be replanting and
rewilding to create new, permanent forest. The conveyancing was badly
delayed by Covid,
and by some difficult
negotiations with the
vendor. However,
we are finally able to
announce
the
fantastic news that
we
have
just
completed.
With your help, we
now own Hazeland!
Hazeland's Front
Gate, taken July
2020 - Kevan Wind
We are now in a
position to begin
planning events that
you can participate
in. These will include
butterfly, bat, badger and bird monitoring events; volunteer workdays;
forest schools; history days and much more. We will be sending out
details in the next few weeks and we look forward to welcoming you onsite. If you are interested in signing up as a volunteer, please get in
touch. Tree planting will be in November and we will need a great deal
of help to get several thousand trees into the ground.
Please share the good news!
We hope you're as excited about this as we are and that you'll share the
good news with your friends and family. If you've missed any of our
previous newsletters you can catch up via the News page of our website.
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Still not keen to leave the house and go shopping or
do other tasks?
Derry Hill and Studley Community Support has been operating since
the beginning of lockdown and is continuing to help those who find it
difficult to go out.
We offer a range of help from shopping, picking up prescriptions, dog
walking or just a friendly confidential chat.
Please get in touch if we can help
Email the dedicated email account:

dhsfriend@gmail.com

Or
Ring one of our coordinators:
Carol Rigby
Ian Liddle
Richard Gribble
Richard Aylen

01225 704356
01249 816229
01249 812018
01249 814632

Prayer support is also available:
Prayer is an important part of our spiritual life ask for prayer. If you have
a particular prayer request you can ring Rev. Linda Carter 01249 817926
or email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk or one of the co-ordinators above
and they will write out your prayer and put it on the prayer tree in church.
Linda will use these in her daily prayers in church unless you wish it to
be kept confidential.

Carol, Ian, Richard A and Richard G
Derry Hill and Studley Community Support
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THE VILLAGE STORES
Church Road, Derry Hill
Village Shop and Post Office
Temporarily Closed
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Derry Hill and District W.I.
Two months have gone by since the last
time I shared news and events in our
Derry Hill W I.
Covid 19 has still kept us from having
our regular meetings; but contact with all
our members has still been Tina and her
committee’s main focus.
When Lockdown was eased a little in July, we managed to have three
garden parties, when six members met in three different gardens on a
very pleasant day.
We have carried on having regular newsletters with competitions and
conundrums. Our next competition is for members to design a birthday
card that can be printed and sent out on members’ birthdays.
Plans have now been made to have picnic in Andrea’s garden (weather
permitting) which will take the form of Bring Your Own, as we can now
have a group of up to 30 together in August.
From September we hope to be able to meet in the Village Hall again;
all the meetings and activities following the national and W I guidelines
for Covid 19 of course.
For any other information please contact Janet on 01249-814152 or
email janet.baumber@btinternet.com)

Barbara Barnard

Free to a good home!
Do you use an HP inkjet printer? Averil Davis has a spare black 350
cartridge she’d like to give away. Please contact Averil on 01249
814411 if you are interested.
28

Calne Without Parish Council News
Accident on A4 at Old Derry Hill Sunday 16th August 2020
The Parish Council’s thoughts are with the family and friends of those
involved in the accident on Sunday 16th August. The Chairman of the
Council has also written to all the emergency services to thank them for
the professionalism and compassion shown by officers attending the
accident.
New Notice Boards
Two new notice boards
have been installed in the
village, one by the red
phone box on Church
Road, the other opposite
the Studley Methodist
Church.
The Parish Council will be
posting information on
them and residents are
welcome to use them for
community information. Please contact Richard French or Keith Robbins
who are the key holders if you have anything to put up.
Richard French 01249 816106
Keith Robbins 01249 814845
Church Road Waiting Restrictions
By the time you read this the new waiting restriction should be in place
on Church Road. These were requested by the Parish Council, following
consultation with the school and residents, in response to the concern
about road safety outside the school. The traffic order is an experimental
one which will allow the Council to monitor the effectiveness of the
scheme once it is operational and take account of any unforeseen
problems that might occur. Full details of the traffic order and how to
make comments on it are available on the Parish Council website,
www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk (click here to view).

Sarah Glen, Clerk clerk@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk
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Walkers - We Need Your Help
One of the few positive
experiences of a summer of
lockdown has been the
opportunity to take walks along
our local footpaths and rights of
way and to get closer to our
beautiful
countryside
surrounding Calne.
The Parish Council wants to do
more to ensure the footpaths
and rights of way in the parish
are accessible and in good condition and has set up a project to improve
our footpaths and to encourage more people to enjoy them. The Council is
hoping for more local residents to get involved in the project by helping to
identify where improvements are needed.
One of the first tasks we will need to do is to complete an audit of all our
rights of way. That sounds a bit grand but it’s just a simple record of the
condition of each path, the stiles, gates, signs etc and how easy it is to use
the path. No specialist knowledge or skills are needed other than to be able
to jot down comments on a simple form and perhaps read a map. If you
think you could help to identify where improvements are needed even if it’s
a nearby footpath you already walk please get in touch with myself or one
of the other three parish councillors involved (contact details below).
Once we know where all the problem areas are, we can start to make
improvements, Wiltshire Council may be able to help, as will landowners.
We should also be able to use some of the Parish Council’s resources to
fund some improvements such as meeting the additional costs of installing
more accessible kissing gates when replacing stiles.
The plan is then to periodically inspect all our parish footpaths and rights of
way so that we are able to keep these routes accessible and in good
condition.
We have already met with Wiltshire Council’s Rights of Way officers who
have helped us understand their work and the responsibilities of landowners
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in maintaining footpaths. We will brief volunteers on that in the future, but
we are certainly not looking for individuals to raise issues directly with
landowners, that is something that is better done by the Council.
We are also hoping to make much more information available on the best
walks in our parish including background details on the local places of
interest, history and wildlife that can be encountered on each walk. We want
to hear about your favourite local walks, of whatever length. Describe the
walk and tell us what it is you like about the walk so that we can publish
them on the Calne Without Parish Council’s website for all to read and
hopefully share your enjoyment of the walk.
Laurence Eastham from Studley has already written an excellent piece in
this magazine describing one of his favourite walks which will hopefully be
the first of a series to be included in inSPIRE - and literally inspire more of
us to enjoy country walks. (Please see page 41)
Please encourage friends, relations and others you know to get involved.
If you have any suggestions, ideas or comments on any aspect of this
project, please contact me or any other members of the Working Group by
phone of email.
Kind regards

Cllr David Songhurst
Calne Without Parish Council
david.songhurst@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk. 01380 850522
Ioan Rees.
819428
Keith Robbins.
814845
Matt Maddicks.
822707

Ioan.rees@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk.

01249

keith.robbins@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk.

01249

matt.maddicks@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk.

01249
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Wellbeing notes
These notes celebrate simple,
peaceful wellbeing of body, mind
and spirit. They come from my
experience of raising children,
one with profound disabilities yet
with an incredible ability to live
life to the full. They come from
many years of helping others
through
self-healing
and
meditation techniques. Join with
me in nurturing yourself and your
loved ones, whatever challenges
and opportunities come your
way.
Right now, we are deliciously in
the season of harvest. Apples are ripe for eating, or already juiced or
fermenting into cider. Elderberries are becoming warming winter
cordials. Plums have been transformed into ruby-coloured jams. And the
fields are yielding their crops.
We are lucky to live in an abundant landscape and yet sometimes I take
abundance for granted. My attitude towards gratitude becomes rusty.
When I notice that happening my solution is to keep a gratitude diary for
a while, until the book is completed. A lined notebook is perfect for the
task. Each day, I focus on a particular topic. One day, I write down three
things I enjoyed seeing, hearing, feeling, smelling and tasting. Another
day, I come up with a sentence that invites completion. For example,
“Although my health may not be perfect, I am lucky to be able to…” Or I
might think about someone who has been kind or helpful.
I believe we feel uplifted when we count our blessings.
A gratitude diary helps us do this every day.

Suzanne Askham (author of ‘This One is Special’ )
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Would you like to
advertise in colour in this
slot for £90 a year? Then
please contact
Mr Keith Treslove
Tel: 01249 819077
inspirederry@gmail.com
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Mothers' Union Prayer & Fellowship Group

Having not seen one another since our last meeting on Wednesday 4th
March it was decided, whilst we had a spell of good weather, to hold a
socially distanced get together in Barbara's garden as seen in the
attached photograph. However, I must apologise to those who were
there but didn't get into the picture; sorry, hopefully the next time we take
a picture we will be able to be nearer together!!
We had a lovely afternoon catching up on the past 5 months. We may
have been in lockdown, but golly so much has happened within our small
group. It was lovely to see and hear everyone in such good spirits and
so upbeat in what I think shows the indomitable spirit of the Mothers'
Union. The weather was very hot but thankfully we were able to sit
comfortably under a big tree in the garden.
It doesn't look as though we shall be meeting properly in the foreseeable
future so maybe if we get an Indian summer in October we could all meet
up again as it was lovely to share the garden with others, thank you
ladies for a most enjoyable afternoon.

Barbara Parry
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NatWest Community Banking
My role as a Community Banker is primarily based
in the community, so with the restrictions in place
due to coronavirus I’ve had to change my way of
working. I wanted to take this opportunity to let you
know how I can still support you and the community.
I am now able to offer my ‘Friends against Scams’
presentation via Zoom. This is available to any
community group, business or charity and you do
not need to be customers. I am aware that a lot of
groups/businesses are now holding their meetings via Zoom so are
already using this type of technology.
I can also offer support and coaching for customers who wish to register
and use our Online Banking Services, mobile app and video banking
(available for devices on or above operating systems iOS 10.0 and
Android 6.0)
We also have two dedicated customer support lines to help customers:
-

Over 70’s and people in extended isolation line. – 0800 051 4176 (Relay
UK 18001 0800 051 4176)
NHS Workers line. – 0800 046
2418 (Relay UK 18001 0800 046
2418)
Please pass this information on to
anyone you think may benefit
too. I’d love to make as many
people aware, of who and where
to reach out to if they need help
with their finances.
You can contact me on the below
details if you would like more
information on any of the above.

Caroline Gray
NatWest Community Banker
Phone-07917227960
Email-Caroline.gray@natwest.com
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Rub-a-Dub
We cannot wait to see our little ones back at Rub-aDubs! The team have been incredibly busy
making plans for the new way of doing things, and
feedback from the children who attended last
term was; ‘It’s the same as before!’ Testament to the
lovely team we have here and their ability to
adapt with as little disruption to the children’s
experience of a day at Rub-a-Dubs as possible.
If you are thinking about childcare for your little one from September
please get in touch with us at rubadubpreschoolenquiries@gmail.com
We look forward to welcoming you!
Also:
The Rub-A-Dub committee is looking for someone who would like to take
on the role of Chair for our lovely preschool here in Derry Hill. Our current
Chair has announced she will be leaving once a replacement is found but
will remain in contact and available to support the person taking over the
role. The sooner a replacement can be found, the more time and support
the current Chair will be able to offer.
Traditionally committee roles have been fulfilled by parents of children
attending Rub-A-Dub, however it is not essential. We welcome parents,
local villagers or business people, anyone with an interest in helping the
preschool thrive and continue to provide the wonderful childcare it is well
known for.
This is a voluntary role. To give an idea of what being the Rub-A-Dubs
committee Chair involves, here some examples of typical termly tasks:
- Liaising with the Manager of the preschool, working together to achieve
the aims of our setting and provide support as appropriate
- Registered with Ofsted as the key contact and liaising with Ofsted as
necessary
- Conduct termly staff supervision meetings and annual appraisals with the
manager
- Chair termly committee meetings
- Attend recruitment interviews
- Complete and submit the annual report to the Charity Commission
If you are interested in the role, and would like to know more, please speak
with Lauren Lovett, or email her on rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk for more
details.

Natalie Bolt Rub-a-Dub’s Manager
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Latest news from Bowood as we publish
Although Bowood House remains
closed - the gardens, grounds and
Adventure Playground are open. The
playground is accessible via timed
slots. Tickets must be booked in
advance. Details can be found on
our website.
Bowood Hotel’s Shelburne
Restaurant is open to non-residents for delicious lunches, Afternoon Tea
and Dinner. Our Executive Head Chef, Rupert Taylor has created a
seasonal menu using the best local produce, including food from the
gardens at Bowood House. Reservations are required, please contact the
hotel on 01249 822 228 or book a table online

Jen Edmondson
Head of Marketing

Derry Hill W.I. Walking Netball
During July, restrictions were lifted
slightly, and were then able to have
twelve of us on court doing training
activities in two groups of six on our
outside court. The good news is that
this week All England Netball stated
that we can now have up to thirty
players and to share equipment,
although this should be kept to a
minimum and of course we will still
be keeping to the social distance guidelines. So now as things progress,
we are hoping that by the end of September we may be allowed to start
actually playing the game again!
This said, the training and activities we are doing, our members are
enjoying and getting some useful exercise
So, if you would like to come along and join us, you would be very
welcome we meet
Mondays 1:45pm to 2:45pm and Fridays 1:45pm to 2:45pm on the court
adjacent to the Village Hall.

Barbara Barnard.
40

Favourite walks
Circular 6-mile walk, mainly through Bowood Estate
This walk just about allows you to stay within the boundaries of Calne
Without but stretches your legs and includes some lovely countryside,
especially on the path through Bowood. It is just over 6 miles (nearly 7 if
you start from the Lansdowne Arms.
1a. Start at the Black Dog Inn/Gurkha Baynjan Restaurant on the A4
(now a fine Nepalese restaurant but still with a public bar), where
there is ample car parking and an opportunity for a pre-walk coffee
or a post-walk pint, or, for locals, start from your own home.
1b. It is also possible, and perhaps more appropriate given the amount
of Lansdowne land covered, to start from the Lansdowne Arms in
Derry Hill but that does make the walk three-quarters of a mile
longer. If starting from the Lansdowne Arms, head east down
Church St until, just after Christ Church, you head down Old Road
on your right and follow that until reaching the Black Dog Inn/Gurkha
Baynjan Restaurant and then follow the instructions from
2. Head east downhill towards Calne on the footpath alongside the A4
for just over half a mile/ 1km. This is the unpleasant part of the walk
as the lorries and cars rush past, but it is downhill and doesn’t last
too long. This is Black Dog Hill, which glories in numerous
explanations for its name; I prefer the tale that it was named after a
frighteningly large black dog that helped herd (or, on one version,
terrorised) the pigs brought from Ireland which overnighted by the
River Marden before continuing their journey to London, or were
deemed too weak to complete the journey and were thus
slaughtered and supplied to the bacon and pie workers of Calne.
More prosaic explanations include the undoubted existence of a
previous Black Dog pub by the river.
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3. Just before the bottom of the hill and before crossing the river, you
will see the striking wooden arch bridge that carries the North
Wiltshire Rivers Cycle Route
from Calne to Chippenham.
Black
Dog
Bridge
was
designed by Mark Lovell
Design Engineers and was
erected in 2000 as part of the
millennium celebrations. As
you go under the bridge, you
will see a driveway to your
right, marked as a private road
but it is a public footpath. Cross
the A4 with great care and walk
uphill on that drive/footpath to
finely worked wrought iron
gates. Pass through the gates
and turn left at what was once
Black Dog Halt, a former
railway station on the Chippenham and Calne line originally
created in 1863 as a private stop for Lord Lansdowne of Bowood
House, it became a public request stop after the formation of
British Rail.
4. The walk now follows the cycle route for just short of a mile/1.2km.
You can see the river to your left from time to time and maybe pick
blackberries or sloes at the right time of year. Just before
descending the steepest part of the path and crossing the cattle
grid, a sign on your right offers a courtesy route to Wenhill Lane.
Take that path. If you find yourself at the cattle grid, you have gone
too far and need to retrace your steps.
5. The path curves round the outskirts of Calne by a wood and
(scarcely visible) stream to your left. You then come to a gate
giving access to Wenhill Lane. Although there is scarcely any
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traffic on the Lane, take care for the 400 yards or so before taking
a waymarked path to the left just before a cottage.
6. The path is now well marked as you are on Bowood land and the
clear and distinctive blue markers leave little room for doubt about
the direction to take. But, for clarity, after passing the cottage, you
come to a path to the left on the edge of the field and a slightly
wonky plank bridge and stile. Very shortly thereafter take a left and
over another stile before following the path right around the edge
of Pinhills Farm. The Farm has been part of the Bowood estate
since 1816 – it is close to the site of the Former Pinhills House,
captured and largely demolished by Royalist forces in the Civil
War.
7. Having passed Pinhills Farm, take a left turn down a drive and
follow that to a main junction where you must turn sharp right at a
‘Halt’ sign and continue for a mile/1.6km of easy walking. Look out
for hares in the fields in Spring and deer (of a few different types)
at almost any time of year. As you near a bridge over a pond/lake
but before the bridge, there is a kissing gate on the right, again
clearly marked by a blue sign. Go through that gate and follow the
linear pond/lake until reaching a bridge to a large white metal gate.
Turn left over the bridge and through the gate and you begin to
follow the path that runs parallel with the west bank of Bowood
Lake. The Lake is part of the magnificent Bowood Estate and
Gardens, landscaped by Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. Access to
the full glory of the gardens requires payment for a day or season
pass but you can get a great flavour of the estate on the footpaths
through. The lake hides Mannings Hill hamlet, which stood in the
way of Capability Brown’s grand design, so the residents were
moved to Sandy Lane or Derry Hill.
8. Bowood House, the home of the Marquis of Lansdowne, is now
fully visible before you. It was once one of the grandest homes in
England but a large part of it was demolished in 1955/6. One of its
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grander rooms (from Robert Adam designs) was saved and
transported to London, where it is now the Committee Room of
Lloyds of London. The house and grounds are well worth a visit on
another day. Continue to follow the well-marked path as it swings
left uphill away from the lake and go through another metal gate
with a pond to your left. The path then swings left uphill to cross
the main drive into Bowood House.
9. Ignoring the drive (unless you have an invitation to tea), follow the
blue sign which points almost straight on to a kissing gate and
cross a portion of a field before coming to a hard-left turn. After
600 yards or so, including another kissing gate, pass through yet
another kissing gate which affords your last kissing opportunity,
and which exits onto a drive running parallel to the golf course.
Take that drive to the right. About 50 yards after passing a golf tee,
the drive swings right but you need to take the footpath straight
ahead. That path swings right before a left turn downhill into the
trees and beneath some pylons. Turn left again when you see a
tarmacked drive – the footpath runs parallel to that drive and along
the edge of the short 3rd hole of the golf course before emerging at
the top of the rise next to the drive into Bowood.
10a. If you started from the Black Dog/Gurkha Baynjan, look out for an
open area to your right which leads to white gates and a road.
There is an information board there explaining that you are at
Studley Lodge. Go through those gates and turn hard right down
Old Road. Follow that to the A4 and the Black Dog Inn faces you.
10b. If you started from the Lansdowne Arms, carry on along the path
that borders the golf course until reaching the famous ‘Golden
Gates’ on your right. Walk through them and you are back at the
pub.

Laurence Eastham
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To be held at Bremhill Village Hall
Saturday 5th September 2020
The show will be rather different this
year. But we would love you to take
part or come and join us on the day.
All current COVID 19 rules will be
followed.
"Anything Goes"
Put together a box of anything that
you have produced at home this year.
And print off your photographs.
The revised schedule and entry form can be downloaded from the show
website
Auction
If you are not actually present at the auction you can leave a bid for a
box or telephone bids can be arranged.
If you would like to help then get in touch or if you have any questions.

Marilyn
marilyn.adcock@gmail.com
01249 661369
P.S. If there is a change in the local situation then the event will be
reviewed.

Studley Methodist Church
Please see notice board for details of any
activities.

Tina
Friends from Studley MC

Coffee, Crafts & Chat
Unfortunately, this is postponed until further
notice.
Shirley Mobile 07483 286009
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😡🤬 And so it begins...... BE AWARE!! 😡🤬
‘Good afternoon I'm calling
from the NHS track and trace
service. According to our
system, you are likely to have
been in close proximity to
someone who has tested
positive for COVID-19. This
means that you now need to
self-isolate for 7 days and take
a COVID-19 test.'
'OK. Can you tell me who that
person was?'
'I'm not able to tell you that.
That is confidential information.'
'Right. Um... so ....'
'But you do need to be tested within the next 72 hours. So, can I just get
the best mailing address so that we can send a kit to you?'
'Ok (gives address)'
I just need to take a payment card so that we can finalize this and send
the kit to you.'
'Sorry - a payment card? I thought this was all free?'
'No - I'm afraid not. There is a one-off fee of £50 for the kit and test
results. Could you read off the long card number for me, please, when
you're ready.'
'No - that's not right. This is part of the NHS so there's no charge.'
'I'm afraid there is. Can you give me the card number please - this is very
important, and there are penalties for not complying.'
Puts the phone down.
This is how scammers work. And vulnerable people will fall for it.”
Don't fall for it...!
🚫Please tell any elderly and vulnerable people you know that don’t
have access to the internet, so they don’t fall victim to this. Even tell them
to put a note next to phone stating it’s a NHS Track and Trace is a free
service and you DO NOT pay! 🚫
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F LOODLIGHT ING T HE S PIRE
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate
special anniversaries and birthdays. The Spire is currently lit between
7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year.
Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Reverend Linda
Carter, The Vicarage, Church Road, Derry Hill. Calne. SN11 9NN
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
A donation to the church for the cost of the lighting is welcome.
A L TAR G UI L D
Flowers in Church: The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship
for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week. If you
would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a
special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on
07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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