
The Marden Vale Team Ministry
Christ Church, Derry Hill – St. John the Baptist, Foxham – St. Martin, Bremhill

Sunday 29th November – Advent Sunday
O come, O come, Emmanuel                                                  

COVID-19 and SUNDAY WORSHIP
In accordance with Government regulations church 
services are suspended from 5th Nov until 2nd Dec.  

This Sunday’s online service   by the Marden Vale 
Team Ministry comes from St Peter, Blackland:

A Service of Hope and Expectation for Advent
through scripture, poetry, music and prayer

Also available:
8.10am Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 
9am  Church of England online
10.30am Sunday Worship from Brecon Cathedral
12.20pm  Songs of Praise on BBC1
Bells
Tune in to ‘Bells on Sunday’ on Radio 4 at 5.43am. Or 
listen later online  From St Lawrence’s, Towcester.

Prayer  Join the Church of England Daily Prayer by 
visiting our website: www.mardenvale.org.uk 
and clicking on ‘Pray’ on the top line.
In the coming week please also pray for:
• all who are affected by coronavirus, all who work on 

the frontline to keep us safe, to help the sick, to keep 
us fed…

• for continued progress with vaccines
• all those affected by storm, flood, fire and 

earthquake - especially Greece & Turkey
• the people of the US during the transition of 

administrations
• an end to the conflict between Armenia and 

Azerbaijan
• a ceasefire in Ethiopia to enable aid to reach people 

suffering through this conflict
• those who are anxious, exhausted, isolated. May 

those whose mental health is fragile be able to 
access the counselling, medication and support they 
need

• our local schools-for everyone to stay healthy
• local shops and businesses 
• Kingston House residents and all who work there
• Lucy Aylen (YWAM) as she leads & teaches at 

Discipleship Training School
• the work of Christian Aid 
• our brothers and sisters in Sudan (especially with 

refugees fleeing conflict in Ethiopia) & South Sudan
• all who are sick, awaiting diagnosis, those in 

hospital. Especially we pray for: Mark Steele, 
Christine Gundry, Mark Jennings, Lynne Cottrell, 
Rob Simons, Len Jones, Jacob Maloy, Paul 
Crayford, Helen Lewis, Jackson Goodship, Jane 
Jordan, Angela Barker, Liz Kinch, Doreen 
Williams, Bill Norman, Brenda Beint, Sonia 
Strange, Barbara Starr and Chris Bird. 

• All who have died in recent weeks, the bereaved, 
and all whose anniversary of death falls at this time.  

• Anglican Cycle of Prayer:   Pray for the Lusitanian 
Church (Extra-Provincial to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury), The Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral - 
Bishop of the Lusitanian Church

Light a Candle May I encourage you to continue     
this practice of praying, and lighting a candle and 
placing it in a window as a sign of hope each Sunday 
evening.
 Join the Archbishops’ call for Prayer for the Nation        
 each evening at 6pm during November

Loving God, at this time of crisis 
  when so many are suffering, 

we pray for our nation and our world. 
Give our leaders wisdom, 

our Health Service strength, 
our people hope. 

Lead us through these parched and difficult days 
to the fresh springs of joy and comfort that we find in 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

Private Prayer (1 individual or household at a  time) 
Christ Church, Derry Hill

Thur to Sat10am-3pm   Sun 12-3pm

St Martin’s, Bremhill    Daily 9am-4pm 


Advent Sunday
One of my favourite things 
about being in church during 
the season of Advent is 
lighting the candles on the 
Advent Wreath.  Week by 
week a candle is lit for the 
patriarchs, the prophets, 
John the Baptist and Mary 
as we give thanks for the 
faithfulness of those who 
have l i s tened to God, 
spoken God’s promise, 

persevered and trusted enough to bring God’s 
message of hope to us.  This year will be different. But 
God’s gift of love remains true.  And I hope we will 
continue to light a candle each Sunday of Advent, 
whether in church or at home.  I like to use this hymn  
'Like a candle flame' as part of the Advent Wreath 
ceremony - I hope you enjoy listening to it, 
remembering that Emmanuel, God is with us.
God of Advent and of waiting times,
we know both darkness and light.
We live with it and in spite of it,
and we give you thanks for the gifts 
of the night-time and the daytime,
the light time and the dark time.  Amen.
(Prayer by Fiona Barker)

During Advent may I encourage you to place a star in 
a window to spread a message of light and hope and 
love to all who pass by.  

http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/PftN%20Booklet%20spreads.pdf
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-11/PftN%20Booklet%20spreads.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/gods-kindness-and-mercy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p613
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teZaQUKjx24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teZaQUKjx24
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/gods-kindness-and-mercy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p613
https://youtu.be/uZ-YeG-AFJo
https://youtu.be/uZ-YeG-AFJo


Readings for Advent Sunday
Collect 
Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Psalm 8
O Lord, our governor, 
how exalted is your name in all the world!
Out of the mouths of infants and children*
Your majesty is praised above the heavens.
You have set up a stronghold 
against your adversaries,*
To quell the enemy and the avenger.
When I consider your heavens,
the work of your fingers,*
The moon and the stars you have set in their courses,
What are mortals, that you should be mindful of them?*
Mere human beings, that you should seek them out?
You made them little lower than the angels;*
You adorn them with glory and honour.
You give them mastery over the works of your hands;*
And put all things under their feet.
All sheep and oxen,*
Even the wild beasts of the field,
The birds of the air, the fish of the sea,*
And whatsoever walks in the paths of the sea,*
O Lord our governor,*
How exalted is your name in all the world!
Baruch 4:36-5:9
Look towards the east, O Jerusalem,
   and see the joy that is coming to you from God. 
Look, your children are coming, whom you sent away;
   they are coming, gathered from east and west,
at the word of the Holy One,
   rejoicing in the glory of God. 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, 
O Jerusalem,
   and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. 
Put on the robe of the righteousness 
that comes from God;
   put on your head the diadem of the glory
of the Everlasting; 
for God will show your splendour everywhere 
under heaven. 
For God will give you evermore the name,
   ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. 
Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;
   look towards the east,
and see your children gathered from west and east
   at the word of the Holy One,
   rejoicing that God has remembered them. 
For they went out from you on foot,
   led away by their enemies;
but God will bring them back to you,
   carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
For God has ordered that every high mountain and the 
everlasting hills be made low
   and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,
   so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
The woods and every fragrant tree
   have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
For God will lead Israel with joy,
   in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

Romans 8.26-32,37-39
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might 
be the firstborn within a large family. And those whom he 
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 
also justified; and those whom he justified he also 
glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for 
us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own 
Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

John 3 : 16-21
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 
may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are 
condemned already, because they have not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God. And this is the 
judgement, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do 
not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.’ 

Calne Food Bank at Church House, 30 Church St., 
Calne: 12-4pm Tue & Fri, 10am-1pm Wed
Visit Calne Food Bank for more information.

Keeping in touch  Contact Linda  01249 817926 
or email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
Website www.mardenvale.org.uk  
Derry Hill’s   Facebook page

You can find out how to support your local church 
through the  Parish Giving Scheme

Advent 
There will be a Marden Vale Team ‘Zoom Compline’ 
on Weds and Fri evenings at 8pm beginning 2nd 
December.  A link will be sent out next week.

Look out for the virtual Advent Calendar from 1st 
December.  See an introduction from Mary and 
Joseph here.

https://vimeo.com/484768615
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
https://vimeo.com/484768615
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
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https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh/posts/
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