
The Marden Vale Team Ministry
Christ Church, Derry Hill – St. John the Baptist, Foxham – St. Martin, Bremhill

Sunday 20th December – Fourth Sunday of Advent

Today’s Services: 
10am Parish Eucharist St Martin’s, Bremhill

followed by Carols in the Square at 10,45am

Carols in the Churchyard St John the Baptist, 
Foxham at 3pm

Carol singing outdoors: please wear a face covering, 
remain in your household or regular support bubble 
and observe social distancing requirements. 

Also available:
8.10am Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 
9am  Church of England online
11.15am Sunday Worship from Winchester Cathedral
1.15pm  Songs of Praise on BBC1 The Uk’s Favourite 
Carol from St Paul’s Cathedral
Bells
Tune in to ‘Bells on Sunday’ on Radio 4 at 5.43am. Or 
listen later online  From St Paul’s Cathedral.

Prayer  Join the Church of England Daily Prayer by 
visiting our website: www.mardenvale.org.uk 
and clicking on ‘Pray’ on the top line.
In the coming week please also pray for:
• all who are affected by coronavirus, all who work on 

the frontline to keep us safe, to help the sick, to keep 
us fed…

• the vaccination programme in this country and 
across the world

• all those affected by storm, flood, fire and 
earthquake

• fighting to cease and peace to prevail in all the 
places in the world marked by conflict and violence

• those who are anxious, exhausted, isolated. May 
those whose mental health is fragile be able to 
access the counselling, medication and support they 
need

• our local schools - for children and staff to enjoy a 
safe and restful Christmas holiday 

• local shops and businesses 
• Kingston House residents and all who work there
• Lucy Aylen (YWAM) as she leads & teaches at 

Discipleship Training School
• the work of Christian Aid 
• our brothers and sisters in Sudan (especially with 

refugees fleeing conflict in Ethiopia) & South Sudan
• all who are sick, awaiting diagnosis, those in 

hospital. Especially we pray for: Mark Steele, 
Christine Gundry, Mark Jennings, Lynne Cottrell, 
Rob Simons, Len Jones, Jacob Maloy, Paul 
Crayford, Helen Lewis, Jackson Goodship, Jane 
Jordan, Angela Barker, Liz Kinch, Doreen 
Williams, Bill Norman, Brenda Beint, Sonia 
Strange, Barbara Starr, Elizabeth Hannah and 
Sarah Green. 

• All who have died in recent weeks, the bereaved, 
and all whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 
We remember especially Chris Bird who died last 
week. 

• Anglican Cycle of Prayer:    Pray for mission 
agencies and their ministry throughout the Anglican 
Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around 
the world.

Light a Candle May I encourage you to continue     
this practice of praying, and lighting a candle and 
placing it in a window as a sign of hope each Sunday 
evening.

Important news about Calne Food Bank 
The Food Bank is now located at:
4A Mill Street (previously Marden Cafe)
Calne, SN11 8DP
Here is the link to the Calne Foodbank Website:
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk/
Tel: 07752 213029 Email: calnefoodbank@gmail.com Keeping in touch  Contact Linda  01249 817926 

or email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
Website www.mardenvale.org.uk  
Derry Hill’s   Facebook page

You can find out how to support your local church 
through the  Parish Giving Scheme

Private Prayer (1 individual or household at a  time) 
Christ Church, Derry Hill

Thur to Sat10am-3pm   Sun 12-3pm

St Martin’s, Bremhill    Daily 9am-4pm 


A message from Nan Bird  
The family and I want to thank all our church friends 
for the many messages and cards we have received.  
We really appreciate your love and care.

Christmas Dates 
Christmas Eve 

3.15pm  A Christmas Journey to the Crib - Bremhill

                                                                 Churchyard

                                
4pm Christmas Eucharist - Christ Church, Derry Hill 

6.30pm Christmas Eucharist - St Martin’s, Bremhill 


Christmas Day  10am  Christmas Eucharist -

                                      St John the Baptist, Foxham

                                                   

Bowood Carols 
An online Service of  Lessons and Carols will be 
made available on Christmas Eve  

Booking is essential for services held in church.  
Contact Rev Linda - details below.          

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/gods-kindness-and-mercy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p613
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk/
mailto:calnefoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh/posts/
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
mailto:lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh/posts/
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
https://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk/
mailto:calnefoodbank@gmail.com
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/gods-kindness-and-mercy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000p613


Readings for Advent 4
Collect 
Eternal God,
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son,
so we wait for his coming in glory;
bring us through the birth pangs of this present age
to see, with her, our great salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the 
Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around 
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I 
am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays 
in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you 
have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’
But that same night the word of the Lord came to 
Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the 
Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I 
have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I 
have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you 
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before 
you; and I will make for you a great name, like the 
name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a 
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no 
more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the 
Lord will make you a house. Your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your 
throne shall be established for ever.

Magnificat  (The Song of Mary)
1    My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
    my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour;  
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
2    From this day all generations will call me blessed;  
the Almighty has done great things for me
    and holy is his name.
3    He has mercy on those who fear him,  
from generation to generation.
4    He has shown strength with his arm  
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
5    Casting down the mighty from their thrones  
and lifting up the lowly.
6    He has filled the hungry with good things  
and sent the rich away empty.
7    He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
to remember his promise of mercy,
8    The promise made to our ancestors,  
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Luke 1.46-55

Romans 16:25-end
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through 
the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, 
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever! 
Amen.

Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to 
a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and 
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, 
‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, 
‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 
her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And 
now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who 
was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible 
with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 
angel departed from her.

Reflection
Angel (1)                                 Luke 1:26-38
By Rachel Mann (from ‘A Star-Filled Grace’)

She was so young.  Too young.  But it’s not my job to 
have opinions.  It’s my job to deliver news.
I thought she would run when I walked into her home.  It 
would have been the reasonable thing to do.  I’ve got 
used to odd reactions to my presence. 
But she was cool.  So composed that at first I thought 
she was stupid.  She looked at me without blinking.  But I 
saw it was her courage.  Men four times her age rarely 
have her self-possession.  She was nobody’s fool.
I also saw the knife.  The whole time she spoke to me - 
in even, carefully controlled tones - she held a knife in 
her hand.  It was just a knife from her kitchen duties, but 
it was capable of real damage. She gripped it tight, ready 
to strike.  I don’t think she’d have hesitated to use it.
I asked her my question - ‘Will you say yes?’  Told her 
she was chosen and blessed.  She didn’t seem very 
impressed. She kept me standing there as she sat down.
She laid the knife out on the table and studied it.  She 
sighed like a woman twice her age.  Who already knew 
what it would cost.
Something within me hoped she would say ‘no’.
I felt a tear fall down my cheek.
She looked at the knife for a long time.
Then she said ‘yes’.




