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THE LANSDOWNE HALL 

Petty Lane Derry Hill 
Available for Hire 

Large Hall, 2 Meeting Rooms 
and Kitchen 

Available for Hire 
Preferential rates for local residents 
Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy Lane 

For further information 
and bookings 

07860 940323 

www.lansdownehall.org  
 

 
Registered Charity 1030979 

 

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill. 
 

Providing safe, high quality pre-
school care since 1987  

 

SESSIONS 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday:  

  9am – 3pm 
Friday ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting school the following 

September 12pm – 3pm 
Forest Outings Wednesday 12pm – 3pm 

 

 A lovely environment with space to learn in a fun way with 
our experienced and friendly team. 

We welcome children from age 2 years old. 
 

Visit our website for more information: 
W W W . R U B A D U B P R E S C H O O L . C O M  

Why not call us and arrange a visit on 07894 073865 – leave 
a message & someone will call you back. 

http://www.rubadubpreschool.com/
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Editorial 

 

The Christmas and New Year season is 
upon us and the year 2020 will certainly 
go down in history as one of the most 
difficult and challenging that many of us 
have experienced. At the time that the 
December/January issue of Inspire for 
2019 was hitting the doorsteps last year 
we were just picking up the first 
rumblings of a very infectious disease 
circulating in the little-known Chinese 
city of Wuhan. Little did we know that 
what would come to be known as Covid-
19 would cause so many deaths world-
wide and cause such disruption to the 
daily lives of all of us. The pace at which 
we have needed to respond to its 
ramifications has been rapid – at the 
time of writing this piece for the 
November issue in mid-October, the 
thought of this second lockdown period 
we are currently going through was not 
on the horizon and now we are facing 
the prospect of a very different 
Christmas period with further tough 
restrictions likely to come our way in the 
New Year. 
There is good news though in that several vaccines are close to 
becoming available to defeat the virus, remarkable work as these can 
often take ten years or more to develop and test before coming on 
stream. These developments auger well for what we all hope to be a 
better and more normal 2021. No doubt we will all now be attending to 
our own individual Christmas traditions and doing our best to enjoy a 
happy and peaceful time. This will include acquiring and decorating a 
Christmas tree.  Bringing a conifer into the house is a practice which 
began in the Victorian era and the world’s oldest surviving Christmas 
tree, a 30m Wellingtonia planted in 1856, can be found in Wrest Park, 
Bedfordshire. It is no longer brought into the house each year! 
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At this time of 
the year, high 
in the now 
leafless 
branches of 
trees, you may 
be able to see 
balls of foliage 
hanging there, 
particularly in 
lime, poplar, 
hawthorn and 
especially 
apple trees. 
This is the 
parasitic plant we know as mistletoe with its sticky white berries which 
are toxic to humans but appeal greatly to a variety of birds. The birds 
wipe their beaks on the branches and if the tacky seed lodges within the 
bark of a host tree, the life cycle begins again as it taps into the tree’s 
food and water supply. Ancient myths are attached to mistletoe, 
especially around its magical powers of fertility which presumably 
explains why we now also bring sprigs of it into our homes at this time 
of year. I guess that Covid-19 and social distancing will severely diminish 
such activity this year! 

Many annual or seasonal activities and customs will be severely 
restricted or cancelled this year as we seek to avoid crowds of people 
gathering. Among the many cancellations are the Grantchester 
(Cambridgeshire) barrel rolling races on Boxing Day and the 
Stonehaven (Aberdeenshire) Fireballs ceremony on New Year’s Eve. As 
well as providing fun and entertainment such events also raise healthy 
funds for charities which have been badly hit this year by Covid-19. 
Whatever your own family traditions mark this time of the year, the 
Inspire team wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas and a much-
improved 2021 – let us hope that we at least have some decent weather 
where we are able to get into the countryside and enjoy the rays of the 
low Winter sunlight on our changed seasonal landscape. 
 

Richard Carter Assistant Editor    
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Derry Hill C of E (VA) Primary School 
This issue straddles the end of 
Term 2 and the start of Term 3 
and a very busy few weeks in 
school. Term finishes on Friday 
20 December at 2.10pm and the 
new term starts on Monday 6 
January at 8.45am. It has been 
very busy since the current term 
started, including a non-uniform 
day on 15 November in support 
of the Children in Need appeal 
where the children were encouraged to wear something with spots in 
exchange for a small donation. On the same day Hedgehog Class took 
part in a football tournament at Stanley Park. The school also raised 
£174 to support the young people’s charity YoungMinds. Also fund 
raising in November were Fox Class as they undertook a Cake Bake in 
support of school funds. 
On Armistice Day the school made the short trip across to Christ Church 
to take part in a Remembrance Service which included observance of 
the two-minute silence and a rendition of ‘We’ll Meet Again’. After the 
service the School Council, Governors and representatives from the 
Parish Council and British Legion witnessed the dedication of a tree in 
the school grounds, marking one hundred years of the ending of the 
Great War and the start of peace, Earlier in the term Owl Class had been 
studying World War II during which they experienced an air raid, being 
evacuated, dug for victory and celebrated peace across Europe. 
Christmas events are on the horizon including a trip to see the 
Pantomime in Swindon on 12 December and Key Stage 1 are currently 
working hard on a range of dances and songs in preparation for their 
production of ‘Lights, Camel, Action 2’ involving two performances to 
parents before Christmas. Hedgehog Class are in the middle of a series 
of afternoon Forest School sessions and the current term ends with a 
Rocksteady Concert to parents, Christmas parties and Christmas Dinner 
in the hectic final few days of term. 

 
Hayley Roberts, Headteacher  
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Gardening 

Steve 

Hi to all you all fellow 
gardeners.  
As we approach the 
end of this strange 
year, we now look 
forward to the start of 
a new year which I 
hope will be a better 
one. 
 

These next 2 months are mostly time spent in the garden pruning wall 
climbers and cutting back herbaceous borders.  

 

January is the time to start pruning all shrub and bush roses.  Start by 
giving these a really good prune, you can cut these low leaving about 2ft 
to 3ft high. Cut out any dead or diseased or overgrown stems. This will 
help the air to move through.  
 

After pruning remove all leaves on the roses and also off the soil, this 
will help prevent black spot next season. Apply plenty of horse manure 
around the base as this will ensure good food for plenty of blooms in the 
summer. During wet days go into the greenhouse and wash it with Jeyes 
fluid this will sterilize the greenhouse.  Any cuttings which you took off 
plants in September can now be potted on ready for growing on. On 
frosty days try not to walk on lawns as this tends to burn the grass and 
you are left with footprints when it thaws. Wisterias can be pruned in 
January prune back stems to 2 buds and remove any long stems that 
has grown in between the branches. Actinidia also known as Kiwi can 
also be pruned in January this is done in the same way as the Wisteria 
but don't leave it too late to prune as this will make the cut bleed sap 
from the stems. Mid-February is probably the latest you can prune.  
 

Take care everyone and stay safe during the winter. At least in the 
countryside we are blessed with large open spaces. I would like to wish 
you all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous new year.  See you all 
in the new year.  

Stephen Starr  
Bowood gardener 
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The Drover Men 

 

If you had lived in 
Studley at any time 
from the Middle Ages 
right through to until 
after the coming of the 
railways you would be 
familiar with the 
“drovers”. These were 
the tough men who 
drove huge numbers of 
cattle each year from 
Wales to the market at 
such places as Avebury then on to London Smithfield. There were many 
drove roads all across Britain. One of them brought cattle from Wales by 
ferry to Aust across country to Chipping Sodbury, the back way through 
our village and onwards to the markets further east. Droving was no 
mean feat and required skill, knowledge, tenacity of purpose, brute force, 
hardiness and courage. 
 

They were dealing with a living cargo. Controlling herds of three or four 
hundred animals on narrow roads (well tracks actually), keeping them 
healthy, and feeding them en route over several weeks or months 
required expertise and authority. It was necessary to feed and water the 
herds to keep them healthy. Cattle for example, needed 8 to 10 gallons 
of water per beast per day so droving ‘roads’ were often near sources of 
water. The cattle wore iron shoes, but the geese had boots and ducks’ 
feet were dipped in tar to make the journey.  
 

Daniel Defoe (who wrote “Robinson Crusoe”) recorded that 150,000 
turkeys were driven from East Anglia to London each year, the journey 
taking three months to complete. At the turn of the 18th century 
Haverfordwest drovers, on a drive to Ashford in Kent, earned just three 
shillings a day, plus a bonus of six shillings when all the cattle had been 
sold. 
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Most accounts suggest that the droves ranged in size from 100-400 
cattle, which were attended by 4-8 drovers and their dogs. The cattle 
would normally be shod before the long trek to England. The drove 
proceeded at a leisurely pace of about 2 miles per hour. The drove would 
cover between15 and 20 miles a day.’ 
 

Drovers tended to travel on foot, usually four or five to a herd. Perhaps 
the better off men might ride on horseback, but on foot was more normal. 
They were assisted by highly trained dogs, which were a very important 
element in droving. They were sometimes sent home alone once the 
drive was over. The dogs, their homing instincts well developed, followed 
the same route back and often "lodged" in the same inns that the drovers 
had stayed at on the outward leg. The drovers would, of course, have 
already paid for the dogs' food and accommodation. The drovers 
themselves probably spent 
three or four days in the pubs 
and inns of London or wherever 
they found themselves, 
spending their hard-earned 
money before returning for 
another trip and another herd. 
 

Much of the trade in cattle from 
Wales to London was done on 
letters of credit. In 1706 the law was changed specifically to prevent 
drovers escaping their debts by declaring themselves bankrupt. The 
trade promoted the development of banking systems in both London and 
Wales. One drover set up his own Black Ox Bank in Llandovery in 1799, 
which survived until 1909 when it was taken over by Lloyds Bank. 
Drovers also transported the hated money of the ‘Ship Tax’ for Kings 
Charles I - that eventually led to the Civil War of 1642-1649.. 
 

Drovers tended to stay away from the main ‘roads’. Many of the old 
tracks are known by their original names – Old Shaston and Ox Droves 
in Wiltshire, for example – while others take a little investigative work to 
discover. There are over a hundred hamlets and village streets called 
Little London in Britain – where Welsh drovers set up temporary 
communities on common land a short distance from an established 
village – and a nearby road or track called Welsh or Welshman’s Road, 
Cow, Bullock or Ox Lane, is likely to be the drover’s route itself.  
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The best known local landmark around here we have is the house at the 
triangle down Studley Lane called “the Old Cat Inn”. It was a pub in 
bygone days, and I am told by the owners that local legend has it that 
this inn served the needs of the drover men. The passage of hundreds 
of cattle and their over-night stay must have been quite a commotion in 
our then remote little rural communities. 

Stephen Ben Cox 

 

 

Rub a Dub 
Journey to Lapland 
Who wants to join us for a journey to Lapland?  Little 
ones put your walking/jumping/cycling/running feet 
on!  Did you know that it takes 2280 minutes to reach 
Lapland?  Tell us how many minutes you’ve travelled 
during the week of the 5 to the 13 December so we 
can add the times up to see if we can reach Lapland 
together.  How many people will sponsor you on your trip?  Details of the 
JustGiving page will be available soon. 
 
Bank Staff Needed 
Would you like to join our friendly team at Rub-A-Dub Preschool?  We 
are currently looking to recruit bank staff to provide ad hoc cover for our 
staff when they are sick or training, or for when we might need an extra 
pair of hands for certain events. If you are interested, take a look at the 
advert on the home page of our website www.rubadubpreschool.com 
 
And finally……. 
Rub-A-Dub staff and committee members would like to give their sincere 
thanks to everyone who has supported the preschool through 2020.  
Here’s to a happy and prosperous 2021. 

 

Merry Christmas! 

Sarah Rub-A-Dub Fundraising Committee 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rubadubpreschool.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2TH3jA26CM6tcAA9_QN57t-xE6CDLzhohgmF7fMGuJ8iiTvokayEu-_zg&h=AT3QsnKb5euWEtGS9BvRysA1ip_NboViUwT130fkbO9kMyDCmiB-GkM-egqdDBSt5NOH11VmalEwLVA24CzOKOoySnS00hmBZZk3oEmrUEQDuAaLJdB14KDRMYp5P32XiQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3gKXTJF2vDoM5OWWm8NdofNZ3MSGRremj_oVZPQy9dOz-EfMTo3hYMBfpINqM3EqX5QWWCqagqrEFTuDS44xfSVmJvxRExp4hxfpBJr0hBq-koef105ObWcuyPr2TOSyY50hhr3824p9d4yZ671l5NiumfmGjqgMWjEMpRw9uIHojnPBKf1OnYm5yISqtBOHVSws7l37WfZqckhZlwGw
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A Statement from Eden Renewables 

 

Eden Renewables held a public consultation for our proposed solar farm 
on land north of the A4 at Forest Gate on 12th November. 
 

We had a very good response, with almost 80 people attending, and 
more than 100 questions asked. During the meeting we outlined our 
plans for screening the project to minimise the visual impact, biodiversity 
enhancement, sheep grazing to ensure continued agricultural use, a 
community benefit fund and community investment opportunity. If you 
were unable to attend, you can find all the consultation materials about 
the project, including a recording of the webinar, on the Eden 
Renewables website. 

We are also going to hold a face-to-face consultation with local 
residents. This will take place at the Lansdowne Hall in Derry Hill on 
Wednesday 9th December from 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM Please register 
in advance and let us know what time you would like to attend so we can 
ensure social distancing is implemented, by email to 
communityuk@edenrenewables.com  

https://uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate
https://uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate
mailto:communityuk@edenrenewables.com
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Calne Without Parish Council News 
 

Forest Gate Solar Farm 
 

Plans for the Forest Gate Solar Farm have been issued for public 
consultation and anyone interested can view them on the Eden 

Renewables Website.  
It is understood that a 
planning application will be 
submitted in December 2020.  
If you have views on the 
proposal that you wish to 
share with the Parish 
Council, you are welcome to 
contact your local Councillor 
or the Clerk.  
 
The Parish Council will not 

discuss the project at a meeting until it receives the consultation on the 
planning application. Details of the meeting at which the proposals will 
be considered and how the public can attend will be published on the 
Parish Council website when dates are known. 
 
Derry Hill Playground 
 

The November issue of Inspire 
highlighted the Parish Council 
decision to consult about 
establishing a playground at Petty 
Acre in Derry Hill.   
 

The Council is keen to understand 
views from across the community 
and whilst it is desirable to gather as 
much information via online returns it is also conscious that not all 
residents have internet access or may not wish to complete an online 
form.  Therefore, there will also be a leaflet drop seeking inputs, but the 
additional lockdown has hindered the distribution.  The current plan is to 
distribute leaflets once the lockdown is lifted aiming for returns in mid-
January as well as making access to the questionnaire available on the 
Parish Council website. 

https://uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate
https://uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/?page_id=6
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/?page_id=9
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/?page_id=282
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A4 Closure for Ash Dieback Clearance 

 

Following the issues experienced 
by residents due to traffic not using 
the signed diversion during the 
recent A4 road closure the Parish 
Council has written to Councillor 
Bridget Wayman at Wiltshire 
Council to express its concern for 
the lack of community consultation. 
The letter is available on the Parish 
Council website and any reply 
received will also be posted. 
 
Grants Approved: 

 

Derry Hill and Studley Heartbeat 
The Council was pleased to be able to support Derry Hill and Studley 
Heartbeat with a grant of £350 to contribute towards the cost of 
replacement parts for its 5 defibrillators. 

In these times when 
normal fundraising events 
haven’t been able to take 
place a lot of charities are 
finding it difficult raise the 
funds required. The Parish 
Council welcomes grant 
requests from local 
organisations see the 
website for details of how 
to apply. 

 
InSPIRE Magazine 
The Inspire magazine provides an important source of information to the 
local community. The Council hopes the approval of a £160 grant will 
allow the good work to continue, and we look forward to seeing the 
printed version back soon. 
 

 

Defibrillator Locations 

 

Located on Garage wall of Sunnyview” 

Located near entrance 

on wall of Village Hall 

Located in Telephone Kiosk 

 

Located on wall of 

Methodist Chapel 

A4 
A4 

Studley Crossroads 

Norley lane 

Studley Hill 

Studley Lane 

Church Road 

Old Derry 

Hill 

Norley lane 

Lansdowne Crescent 

West 

Lansdowne Crescent East 

onto Petty Lane 

 

 

 

 

BOWOOD GATE 
 

21, Studley Gardens  
Garage Wall  
 

Grage wall 

Derry Hill & Studley 

 

https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Agenda-Item-8.3-A4-Road-Closure.pdf
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Grant-application-requirements-and-advice-1.2.pdf
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Grant-application-requirements-and-advice-1.2.pdf
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Elections in May 2021 
With the hope of a vaccine seeming closer the Local Elections in May 
2021 should be able to go ahead.  
 

The Parish Council has approved a programme of posters and adverts 
to encourage local residents to participate in the local election either by 
voting or standing for election to the Council. 
 

The Local Government Boundaries Commission England (LGBCE) 
made some changes to the Parish Council Ward boundaries and 
numbers of Councillors as part of its review of the Wiltshire Council 
divisions and has now also given consent for the boundary changes 
requested by the Parish Council as part of the Community Governance 
Review. Details of the changes are available on the Parish Council 
website. 
 

Sarah Glen Clerk  clerk@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk 

 
Note from Editor 
In the November edition of inSPIRE I inadvertently headed a letter from 
a number of councillors to various bodies on the topic of ash die back 
road closure issues as being from the whole Parish Council. Was not the 
case, it was only from the councillors who signed the letter. Apologies 
for any misunderstanding. The Parish Council’s response can be seen 
here. 

Editor 
 

Solar Farm - What are your Views? 
Many readers will have seen details of the proposed solar farm on the 
A4 at Pewsham near Old Derry Hill. Like others, I joined the zoom 
meeting organised by the developer to set out their proposals and 
answer questions but I’m still not sure if I support it or not. 
I certainly support the move from fossil fuel to sustainable green 
energy but is Pewsham the right place for it or does it just happen to be 
an available site?  Although I was impressed by Eden, the promoters of 
the solar farm, who gave me a much better understanding of their 
proposals, and reassured me on a number of issues, I still have 
reservations. 
 

https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Ward-Boundary-Changes-for-Calne-Without-Parish.pdf
mailto:clerk@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Agenda-Item-8.3-A4-Road-Closure.pdf
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The environmental benefits of generating almost 50 megawatts of 
green energy for 40 years are obvious, I was reassured on the 
ecological impact and pleased to see the developers commit to 
community benefits for the local area. However, I still have nagging 
doubts about safety. The developers acknowledged that there is a very 
small risk of fire in the battery installations which is why they propose 
to locate them away from residential property.  
 

My main concern is that I really value the open countryside between 
our villages and urban Chippenham. The countryside each side of the 
A4 is not only attractive but it creates a separation from the town, 
avoids coalescence and maintains the distinctiveness of our 
community. That open countryside has been eroded over time with 
developments including the sports ground and Forest Gate offices. The 
open countryside that remains north of the A4 is really important and is 
now, not only threatened by Wiltshire Council’s plans to build 7500 
houses east of Chippenham but also the Solar Farm. I fear that this will 
be a further loss of the separation we value and another step towards 
coalescence with Chippenham. This is my own personal view, others 
may feel differently. 
When Eden’s planning application is submitted the parish council, as a 
consultee, will comment by supporting or objecting to the proposals. 
Wiltshire Council will then consider the parish council’s views along 
with all other comments and decide whether or not to give planning 
permission. As a parish councillor I’m keen to hear more of what 
residents think. Please let councillors know your views. 
There is of course still an opportunity to apply to be a Parish Councillor 
for the vacant seat for the Pewsham Ward which covers Old Derry Hill, 
Devizes Rd, large parts of Church Rd in Derry Hill and the lower part 
Studley Hill. Coronavirus regulations mean elections can’t take place 
before May 2021. In the meantime, the council will vote in December to 
select and co-opt a new councillor from those that apply before noon 
on the 4th Dec. Residents of any part of the Calne Without parish may 
apply. The person selected to be a councillor will be able to vote and 
influence the council’s response to the Solar Farm and other decisions 
that will shape the future of our local communities. Visit the Update 
page of the parish website for more details and an application form. 
 

Ioan Rees.   ioan.rees@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk    01249 819428 

https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/?page_id=282
https://www.calnewithout-pc.gov.uk/?page_id=282
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Mothers’ Union Prayer & Fellowship Group  
 

On behalf of everyone in the MU P&F Group we send our 
very best wishes to you all for a Happy Christmas, in the 
hope that we will be able to share it with family and friends 
and we trust all your hopes and wishes for 2021 come true.  
  

God Bless 

Barbara 
 

A message from the mobile 
library service 
“Apologies - Wiltshire Mobile Libraries 
will not be operating from the start of 
the new lockdown: 5 November. This 
will be regularly reviewed. For the 
latest situation regarding Wiltshire 
Libraries (including the mobile library) 
please check   
 

History talks on YouTube organised 
by Friends of the Marden Valley 
 

Three very informative talks were given live 
recently by experts on the local history of our 
immediate area and are now available on 
YouTube. I urge you to take time and watch them. 
 

A brief history of the Marden Valley 
 

Calne branch Railway 
 

Calne Branch Canal 
 

In addition, there are some blogs available on the local area including 
one on the naked, yes naked, highway man of Cherhill along with 
references to Old Derry Hill! 

Ed  

https://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/MobileLibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1q0kD0FYdpo&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3I0I93ko4DTfi5TXt8HtBEWqJ7aK1aCYESWjKW241_XFdDEe14F57GWk0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLp2EzxwYcw&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR36bGwNWgkgEHOGFXapP_Lk3HcqPkTNCHvOzwkqBLqD3schKwMNXyu1hw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K4AUZVIltW4&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR1UHydyFS0OmHHK5KCOnjR52b2v4zFwORdXVeQNbTnOcMM7Qm4MWRbDn_c
https://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/calne/blog?fbclid=IwAR2lAgHntT9ZUNtQW9HRRt5KbsNKvieEimwqnIvTqdGPtVT3WjJMcJakPag
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Derry Hill and District W.I. 
December is fast approaching and the end of this 
Lockdown in sight.  The last few weeks have been 
busy for the Committee finding new activities for our 
members, arranged via Zoom. 
Just days before the Lockdown started, two of the 
Committee managed to deliver a Christmas Craft Bag to each member, 
which contained some Oasis, an Oasis cup and candle holder together 
with some sweets. 
We are hoping that members will use these items to create a Christmas 
table arrangement, and to send us photographs which will be shared in 
our next Newsletter from our President Tina. 
The coffee morning, via Zoom went very well and we managed to do 
breakout rooms with five 
members in each group, so 
that we could talk to other 
members in a smaller 
group. All very technical 
and interesting.    
In our next Newsletter 
there will be a Christmas 
quiz. 
The following recipe is for 
mince pies as made in 
1624!   If you can follow the 
instructions it will make 24 
in today’s size, but I think 
we will give it a miss. 
Hopefully there will be 
more to report in January; 
so may we wish all our 
readers a very enjoyable 
and safe Christmas, from Derry Hill and District WI.  
 

For any other information please contact our new secretary Sally Hole 
on 01249 817945 or  sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Barbara Barnard 

mailto:sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk
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Walking Netball 
Unfortunately, when the recent Lockdown 
commenced, all grass roots sport stopped, just 
when we had started to enjoy short games 
again. 
We were also just about to be able to give all our 
members a tee shirt with our name and logo on 
(very smart) so hopefully we can have a group 
photo taken next time we are all together. 
It has been very nice to see the Netball Court 
being used a lot more in the past few months, 
with our two sessions a week and the Calne Junior Netball meeting on 
a Sunday morning, followed on a Sunday afternoon by a social Netball 
Club organised by George Godwin. All the above would welcome any 
interested. 
More news in January hoping we are all back again on court. 
For anyone interested please ring me on 01249 814206  
or Tina on 01249 814145. 

Barbara 
 

Does this ring a bell? 
I’ve had a note from an annoyed 
resident of Derry Hill who writes that: 
‘someone is dumping their garden 
refuse in the copse of trees in Petty’s 
acre. You would not think that folk 
would have to be told that that is not 
appropriate but seemingly someone 
feels happy to leave their rubbish 
there. Okay its garden waste and it 
will degrade but that does not mean that dumping it is alright.’  
I expect, dear reader, that you know of other places where this is 
happening, I guess the message is please dispose of your waste 
sensibly. 

Ed 
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Wanted: preferably very alive! 
Keith is retiring as our advertising coordinator 
after looking after the magazine account for 
five years, and many thanks to him for that. 

So, would you like to do your community bit 
and help the magazine? 

No real sales experience needed, just the ability to communicate with 
our advertisers, normally by email, now and again and keep track of their 
accounts. It shouldn’t be more than a couple of hours a week. 

Interested? Please contact me. 

Richard Aylen inspireeditor@outlook.com 01249 814632 
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The Night Sky in December 

This month sees a significant meteor shower – the Geminids. 
These are visible over an extended period between 3-16 
December, coming to a maximum on 13-14 December. For sky 
watchers there is good news as the peak coincides with New Moon 
so the skies will be dark thus aiding visibility and the Geminids are 
the one major shower to show plenty of activity before midnight. 
Peak rates can reach around 100 per hour in the strongest years. 
The meteors tend to be slower and so last longer than other 
showers. We hope for clear skies! There is a second shower later 
in the month – the Ursids – peaking on 21-22 December but the 
moon will be at first quarter at this time so the lighter skies will not 
aid visibility. The rate will be much lower than those of the 
Geminids too. 
21 December is of course the date of the Winter Solstice. This 
actually occurs at 10.02h and is the point when the Sun reaches 
its lowest point in the sky as seen from the northern hemisphere, 
giving us the shortest day and longest night. However, there is 
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something to watch out for very low in the South West sky on that 
evening. Over recent weeks the planets Jupiter and Saturn, who 
have been constant companions in our night skies over recent 
months, have been slowly moving towards each other and with the 
naked eye they will seem to almost merge together at around 
17.30h. To get a ‘fix’ on the part of the sky where this activity takes 
place, on the evening of 17 December the crescent moon will be 
immediately to the left of the almost joined planets at around 
16.45h, low in the South West sky. Both Saturn and Jupiter will be 
leaving our night skies for a period as the month ends and they 
mover closer to the Sun. 

Mars remains visible high in the Southern skies during the month 
but is beginning to fade and now sets at around 02.30h. Meanwhile 
Venus remains a brilliant morning star rising at around 05.30h. On 
the morning of 4 December at around 6.00h, low in the Western 
sky, the Moon will have the twin stars of Castor and Pollux 
immediately to its right. 
 

    Sunrise Sunset 
1 December 07.51  16.02 
15 December 08.07  15.59 
31 December 08.13  16.09 
 

Richard Carter     

SOLAR 

SYSTE
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Private Prayer at Christ Church Derry Hill 
 

Due to the current government restrictions, Christ Church can no longer 
be open on a Sunday for public worship. However, it can remain open 
for private prayer and during the winter months this will be:   

 

Thursday – Saturday: 10am - 3pm 
  Sunday:   12 noon - 3pm 

 
Proposed Christmas Services at Christ Church 

Derry Hill 

 
 

Sunday 13th December at 10am - Parish Communion  
 
Wednesday 16th December at 7.30pm   ‘A Blue Christmas’ 
                                      (For those who find this a difficult time of year) 
 

 
Thursday 24th December at 4pm. -   Christmas Eve Communion by  
                                                              candlelight 
 

 
Friday 25th December 10am - 3pm    The Porch will be open 
 
Booking for services will be required due to the restriction on numbers, 
this can be done via Rev. Linda’s email address:  
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk 

 

 Please check the church website  for up-to-date details. 
If you wish to attend a service, please contact Linda beforehand (see 
FAQs below). 
 

Where a Sunday service has taken place in church, the building will be 
closed for 72 hours after the service to minimise the amount of cleaning 
required. We are continuing to review our procedures after each service 
in response to current guidelines, and as things are so variable at 

https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
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present please check service details and information on our website, 
Facebook page and Noticeboard.  
 
Our main priorities are the health and safety of our community, so things 
will not be quite the same as usual.  We recognise the importance, for 
many, of meeting together in worship so have put together this brief 
explanation of what to expect:  
 

FAQs…. 
Q.  How is the church managing social distancing? 

A. We have assessed the seating capacity and space available and 
worked out the best way to seat everyone to maintain 2 metre 
distancing.  There will be markings on the path and on the floor inside 
church.  A Churchwarden will be on hand to welcome you and show you 
where to sit.  At the end of the service, please remain in your seat until 
you are asked to make your way to the exit. 
 

Q.  Do I have to book in advance? 

A.  It will help us to know if you intend to come to a service so that we can 
maintain safe social distancing.  We ask that you telephone 01249 
817926 or 

email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk before 8pm on Saturday evening to 
check availability. 
 

Q.  Will services be at the normal time? 

A.  Morning services will be at 10am.  Evensong (when available) will be 
at 6pm.  
 

Q. Can I sit with my family or a friend? 

A. People from the same household or “bubble” can sit together. 
Everyone else will need to observe appropriate social distancing at all 
times.  
 

Q. Will there be communion? 

A. Services will vary but where communion is offered this will be wafers 
only. Distribution will be carefully controlled to minimise transmission risks 
according to government and church guidelines.   
 

https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/
mailto:lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
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Q. Will the hymn books be sanitised? 

A. Sadly, hymn singing is not allowed at the moment, so all hymn books 
and bibles will be removed.   

There will, however, be music to listen to. 
 

Q. I usually give cash in the plate when I come to church. I believe 
this is not advised. What can I do to support the work of the church? 
 

A. We would prefer not to have to expose our volunteers to handling cash, 
but we desperately do need your support. Please take a moment to look 
at the  Parish Giving Scheme. If you prefer to leave cash, please do use 
the collection plate by the main entrance. 
 

Q.  Do I need to provide contact details? 

A.  In order to support the NHS Test and Trace programme, we are taking 
contact details (name and telephone number) for all visitors, as well as 
recording times entering and leaving the church building. 
 

In line with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social 
Care, we will keep your details safely and in compliance with GDPR 
legislation for 21 days before securely disposing of or deleting them. We 
will only share your details with NHS Test and Trace, if asked, in the event 
that it is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use 
your details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else. 
 

Q. Will I be able to talk to my friends after the service? 

A. To minimise risk, services will be shorter than normal, and the church 
will be closed promptly.  Catching up with friends is better done outdoors.  
We ask that you do not obstruct the aisles or exits to allow everyone to 
leave safely.  It is obviously vital to obey social distancing guidelines 
at all times. 
 

Q. Will it be safe to come? 

A. We have carefully assessed the risks of bringing us together and have 
put in place measures to control and minimise the risk of transmission of 
the virus.  However, it is not possible to eliminate risks completely – 
everyone attending must evaluate their own circumstances and act 

https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
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accordingly. We all have a responsibility to act responsibly to ensure the 
safety of everyone else. 

Please do: 

• use the hand sanitizer provided when you arrive and when you leave 
• comply with social distancing rules – keep 2 metres apart whenever 

possible. 
• cover your nose and mouth if you sneeze or cough – take your tissues 

home to dispose of them there. 
 

Q. Should I wear a face covering in a church building?  

A. From 8th August face coverings must be worn by all those attending a 
place of worship.  
 

If you do not feel it is safe or if you feel unwell – please do stay at 
home and enjoy the online services from the Marden Vale Team. 

Rev. Linda Carter 

Church Contacts CHRIST CHURCH -  DERRY HILL  

Vicar: 
(Day off Monday. 
Urgent calls only that day 
please) 

Reverend Linda Carter 
The Vicarage, 
Church Road, Derry Hill. 
Calne. SN11 9NN 
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk 

01249 817926 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)  

Please call if you would like a visit or chat - all in strictest 
confidence 

Mrs Averil Davis 01249 814411 Mrs Anita Uttley 01380 859433 
 

Church Wardens 

Mrs Deidre Lias      01249 822157 Mr Peter Rigby   01225 704356 

 
PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec) 

Mr Peter Roycroft (Tr) 01249 660550 Mrs Jennie Leddra (Sec) 01249 660550 
 

 If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or 

would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact Reverend 

Linda Carter 
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Tonight, we are lighting a candle... 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Advent has arrived promptly (Advent Sunday was 
29th November) and it is a season I love for its 
sense of quiet reflection mixed with anticipation 
as we await the coming of the Christ-Child.  Well, 
that’s what I always aim for, but often the reality 
is a whirl of activity as we prepare for Christmas, 
organising all manner of services and activities in 
churches and schools, as well as writing cards 
and making arrangements for family visits and 
gatherings.  And each year I promise myself “This 
year will be different”.  Well, this year will be 
different, but not in the way I hoped! 
 
We have lived with COVID-19 for most of the year and at the time of 
writing we are in a second lockdown.  We hope that restrictions will ease 
by the time Christmas arrives; that there may be church services and 
family gatherings.  But there will undoubtedly be limitations. It is also the 
case that for many, this has been a year of loss and sadness, of 
loneliness and isolation, of utter exhaustion and desperate worry.  For 
many, this is always a difficult time of year coloured by memories of loss.  
Various groups across the parishes have been considering how we may 
offer alternatives to enable as many folk as possible to keep Christmas 
faithfully, hopefully and safely. 
 
Some of you may already be aware of my plans for a ‘virtual’ Advent 
Calendar and there is still time to contribute.  What are you hoping for 
this Christmas?  What would you like to offer as an encouragement?  
What are you thankful for? Do you have a favourite Advent or Christmas 
carol, a favourite Advent or Christmas image or Christmas memory? 
I'd love to hear from you.  Words, pictures, video clips; you can sing or 
play some music... 
No age limit but please be aware that contributions will be posted on our 
website, Facebook page, Church Near You pages and email each day 
through Advent to encourage each other, and spread some joy, goodwill 
and comfort.  I will try to adapt things to go up on noticeboards.  
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We hope to be able to have our Blue Christmas service in church on 
16th December and on Christmas Eve we hope to offer a communion 
service in church (although numbers will be limited).  We are also 
encouraging people to put a star in the window as a sign of hope to go 
with the star on the church tower.  There will also be a virtual service of 
Lessons and Carols from Bowood Chapel and a School Christingle 
service.  However, as things are so fluid at present, please keep an eye 
on the Website, Notices and Noticeboard for any updates and changes 
to advertised events. Since Mothering Sunday back in March, I have 
been encouraging you to light a candle each Sunday evening as a sign 
of hope.  More recently our Archbishops have asked us to keep 
November as a particular time to Pray for the Nation with prayers for 
each day in a weekly cycle.  Now, as we enter the season of Advent, I 
feel more than ever that we need to know that God is truly with us, 
Emmanuel.   
 
There is a beautiful Advent carol by Bob Chilcott called 'The Advent 
Candle' It is an evocative setting for the words of poet Charles Bennett: 
  
Tonight we are lighting a candle 
A candle to burn until 
You come to bring light to darkness 
And warm us with good will 
 
Tonight in the sky there's a star 
We've never seen before 
A star to lighten our darkness 
And bring us to your door 
 
Tonight there's a window inside us  
A window you'll open wide 
We are lighting a candle to guide us 
Soon we'll be by your side 
We are lighting a candle to guide us 
Soon we'll be by your side  
 
So, as we journey through Advent, may you be encouraged, may you 
find hope; and if it helps light a candle and put a star in your window.  



32 

 

 

 

Whatever else is before us in these next weeks, remember that it is 
leading us to the birth of a child who brings hope and love; our Saviour, 
Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
Wishing you all a peaceful, safe and blessed Christmas.   
With love,  
 

Linda 

 
 
 
 
What does Christmas mean to me? 

 

What does Christmas mean to me? 
How do I tell it like it is? 
 
Is it the spending of hundreds of pounds, 
Or is it a bottle of fizz? 
 
Is it the story of the birth of Christ - 
From what does Christmas stem? 
The angel and the virgin birth 
In a stable in Bethlehem 
The angels, shepherds and peace on earth 
 
And then the star and the three wise men 
Gold and frankincense and myrrh 
 
To be with my love in a darkened room 
In the lights of my Christmas tree 
And the Christmas crib on my mantelpiece 
That I bought in Germany. 
The Kings College choir on Christmas Eve  
 

Averil Davies 
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‘FOLLOW THE STAR’ 

 
Christ Church is going to erect a 
large illuminated star on the church 
tower. This will be lit every night 
from the start of Advent. We would 
like to invite everyone to get 
involved and to ‘Follow the Star’ 
with us, by displaying a star in their 
own window. There will also be a 
Christmas Tree in the churchyard 
this year, kindly donated by Lord 
Lansdowne, which we would very 
much like people to decorate with a star too! Let’s try and get both Derry 
Hill and Studley shining brightly for Christmas this year! Many Thanks,  

 

Jennie PCC Secretary 

 
 
 
Studley Methodist Church 
 

20 December 2020 - 10.30am - Rev 
David Gray 
Please see outside Notice Board for 
up-to-date information. 
 

Tina 
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Derry Hill Book Club 2020 Review 
 

February 
 

‘The Wall’ by John Lanchester chosen by Christine 
 

We started the year off with a dystopia. 

Ravaged by a climatic event known as the Change, life 
has changed. There isn’t a single beach left in the world. 
Movement between countries is outlawed. An enormous 
concrete wall has been built around its entire coastline. 
Joseph Kavanagh, a new defender, has one task: to 
protect his section of the wall from ‘Others’ who might 
appear at any moment from the sea. Failure to do so will 
result in death or perhaps worse: being put out to sea and made an Other 
himself. It is a grim but compelling read. 

 

March 

‘The Betrayal’ by Helen Dunmore chosen by Elizabeth 
 

‘The Betrayal’, is the second of a two-book series. 
The first, ’The Siege’ is set in Leningrad just before 
and during the Second World War.  ‘The Betrayal’ 
is set in 1952, ten years after the Siege of 
Leningrad, and takes place during the political 
upheavals. Andrei, a young doctor, and Anna, a 
nursery school teacher, are forging a life together 
but they know their happiness is precarious like that 
of millions of ordinary Russians trying to avoid the 
claws of Stalin’s merciless Ministry of State 
Security. When Andrei is forced to treat a seriously 
ill child of a senior secret police officer, his every move is scrutinised, 
and it becomes painfully clear that his own fate, and that of his family, is 
bound to the child’s. 

It is a gripping novel about ordinary people in the grip of a terrible and 
sinister regime. 
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 ‘The Sixteen Trees of the Somme’ by Lars Mytting chosen by Emir 
 

The book starts in a remote farm in Norway where the 
past and Edvard’s parents’ early death become the 
focus for the novel. This is not a traditional war novel 
and we spent very little of the novel in that period, 
instead the book focuses on relationships, identity and 
family secrets. For many of us it offered an insight into 
the aftermath of wartime experiences, what is said and 
unsaid, assumptions, perceptions and collective 
memory of the experience. 

We follow Edvard to Shetland where he meets Gwen 
who has her own family secrets and questions and, as 
their relationship develops, we wonder what games are being played 
and where the truth really lies. Finally, we find our way to France where 
the meaning of the trees in the title becomes apparent, the scars of war 
are illuminated and many of the questions raised in the book are 
answered even if the answers are not fully understood. 

 

 

April 

     

‘Murder must Advertise’ by Dorothy L. Sayers chosen by Andrea 

 

When ad man Victor Dean falls down the stairs in the 
offices of Pym’s Publicity, a respectable London 
advertising agency, it looks like an accident. Then Lord 
Peter Whimsey is called in, and undercover as Death  
(pronounced ‘Deeth’) Brendon, he poses as a copywriter, 
and discovers that Dean’s death is the just tip of the 
iceberg which affects thousands of lives all over London. 

A wonderful send-up of the advertising world. 
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May                           

‘Vanya and Sonia and Marsha and Spike’ a comedy written by 
Christopher Durang chosen by Sue 

 

The play revolves around the relationships of 3 
siblings, all of whom are named after Chekhov 
characters by their amateur dramatic enthusiast, 
professor parents. Vanya (who is gay) and Sonia (who 
is constantly bemoaning her rather Chekhovian lot in 
life and the fact that she was adopted) have spent their 
adult life looking after their now dead parents, neither 
have ever worked and they  are supported by Marsha, 
their movie star sister. The other resident of the house 
is their cleaning woman Cassandra, who, like her 
namesake, is prone to making dire prophesies that no one believes and 
has some of the best comic scenes in the play such as the voodoo doll 
scene. 

 

This stagnant, depressing (albeit comically portrayed) environment is 
turned upside down when Marsha arrives home for a costume dress 
party in an influential neighbour’s house. She brings with her all her 
insecurities following the breakdown of her 5th marriage and a stalling 
career, in which she cannot find roles as an older woman and is 
constantly being reminded of the ageing process. She also brings with 
her a new, somewhat dim witted, but very handsome much younger 
lover, Spike, who has only one claim to fame to date-nearly landing a 
part in a sequel and who likes nothing better than stripping down to 
reveal his muscular fit body. 

 

Conflict explodes as Sonya’s resentments and Marsha’s competitive 
nature and insecurities clash and Vanya tries to keep the peace. Further 
complications arise when their pretty, young theatre-infatuated 
neighbour Nina enters into their lives, and Vanya is persuaded to let Nina 
read his secretly written play inspired by Konstantin’s imagined 
symbolist drama in ‘The Seagull’, in front of the others. The catalyst for 
change is in place as an entertainingly eventful weekend begins to 
unravel....... 
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June                     

‘The Silent Patient’ by Alex Michaelides chosen by Kay 

 

I chose this book as I heard it being discussed on a book 
podcast. It was billed as a psychological thriller told from 
the perspective of a psychologist who is trying to find out 
why the perpetrator of a murder has now become 
selectively mute. I thought it would be interesting to have 
this perspective, delving deep into the psychological iss 
ues and how they would be uncovered during therapy. 

However, the book did not deliver what I was hoping for, 
it was very disappointing. There were no insights from the psychological 
therapy, most of the information was revealed by the psychologist 
reading the murderer’s diary.  A very disappointing plot device. 

 

July                        

‘Once upon a River’ by Diane Setterfield   Chosen by Dani 

 

Set in the 19th century this book starts with a small 
child being carried into a riverside pub on the 
Thames, soaking wet and apparently dead, by a 
seriously injured man. She is ‘laid out’ and the man is 
nursed back to consciousness. Who is she? What 
has happened to them both? The child recovers but 
remains mute throughout the story. 

As the book progresses the author matches the river 
with its adjoining tributaries and villages to an array 
of characters, all portrayed with skill and depth and 
she maintains the ethereal qualities of the child throughout. The mood 
of the river matches the pace of the story and references to water are a 
central theme. 

A very different book with lovely descriptions of both characters and 
environment and a real understanding of the living water of the river. 
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September 

 

‘One by One in the Darkness’ by Deidre Madden chosen by Tanya 
 

A story about three Northern Irish sisters. It has a 
double narrative, part of which describes their 
childhood and shows the impact of the political 
changes and the violence of the late-1960’s upon 
the people of Ulster, as the wholeness and 
coherence of early childhood gradually breaks 
down. 
 

This book is an insightful look into what it was like 
to be a Catholic family living in Northern Ireland 
prior to the IRA ceasefire of 1994. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 

‘The Versions of Us’ by Nora Barnett. Chosen by Sally 
 

One often imagines how one’s life could have 
been very different if a split-second decision 
had not happened. In this novel, which starts 
in 1958, Jim, a university student, sees Eva on 
a towpath. It follows his life for over 50 years. 

 The twist is that the book splits into 3 
intertwined versions, one where he stays with 
Eva, one where he meets but loses her and 
the other where he never gets to know her till 
later in life. An interesting, if complex story, 
beautifully told. 
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November 
 

‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens. Chosen by Catherine 

 

Kya is known in her town as the ‘Marsh Girl’. 
She grows up in a shack in the marshes, 
bordering a small village on the coast of 
North Carolina, with her father, mother and 
her four older siblings. Kya’s mother leaves 
the shack forever in order to escape the 
physical abuse inflicted by Kya’s father. Her 
siblings soon leave and only Kya and her 
father are left. Eventually, the father 
disappears and she is left to fend for herself. 
Kya becomes self-sufficient, living off the 
land and occasionally trading in the town for 
necessary supplies. 

Drawn to two young men from town, who are 
each intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens 
herself to a new and startling world until the unthinkable happens. 
 

A compelling coming of age novel with exquisite landscape description 
and a haunting mystery. 

 

 

We do hope that this list 
of reviews will prove 
helpful when choosing a 
book to read in 2021 
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Finally, ‘Betrayal’ by Helen Dunmore had originally 
been chosen by Ann Vaid, but she passed away earlier 
this year. Ann was a founder member of book club 
when it started in 2006.She always brightened up the 
room when she walked in, wearing colourful and 
beautiful clothes in such style.  

Ann was always so interesting to talk to, valued for her 
wise and thoughtful comments. 

She is sorely missed. 

 

 

Ann won the bauble in 2016  

for ‘All the Light we cannot  

see’ by Anthony Doer 

 

 

 

 

               The Annual ‘Booker Award’ meal  

 

 

Christine 



41 

 

 

 

A visit to Maud Heath and back 
This walk allows for a range of different starting points and thus a range 
of distances. The longest version assumes a start at the Lansdowne 
Arms and is approximately 7 miles, there and back. The shortest option, 
starting from the Dumb Post at Bremhill, offers a walk only 4 miles long. 
The furthest point is the monument to Maud Heath beyond Bremhill and 
the ideal timing aims for a picnic beneath the monument. There is some 
road walking and some footpaths can be muddy. Dog walkers and others 
may wish to note that some of the walk passes through fields where you 
may encounter cows. 

1. From the Lansdowne Arms, turn left down Church Road until 

reaching the footpath on the left just before the Derry Hill school 

gates. The school was built in 1872 to replace an existing 

building deemed inadequate though that ‘inadequate’ building 

had been erected only 30 years earlier – perhaps the Victorians’ 

frugality has been exaggerated as one cannot imagine waiting 

such a short period for upgrading now. The footpath takes you to 

the Lansdowne Hall car park. Keep to the left there and continue 

to the A4. 

2. Cross the road to the footpath opposite (ie on the northern side 

of the A4). You may feel that diverting to the crossing and then 

retracing your steps is the safer course of action. The path skirts 

the edge of the new Bowood Gate housing development and the 

back of the Vastern Timber yard. It then leads down to the 

houses at Studley Corner. Turn right onto tarmac for the short 

distance to the T-Junction. 

3. A further right turn onto Studley Hill, walking just a few yards up 

the hill, brings you to a Y-junction. Take the left-hand option and 

then turn left onto Norley Lane. After approximately 200 metres, 

turn left again at the road junction signposted for Hazeland. 

Continue down the hill towards Hazeland, keeping close to the 

sides on this narrow road. It would be good to cite an alternative, 

safer route but the road is all there is – it is usually low in traffic. 

Pass over the old railway bridge, now overlooking the cycleway 

that was an operational railway line within the memory of some 

https://www.lansdownearms.co.uk/
https://www.lansdownearms.co.uk/
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older Studley residents, and proceed to the sharp left-hand bend 

at the bottom of the hill. 

4. Shortly after the bend, you will see an open area on your left, 

usually with plenty of parking space and this could be a suitable 

alternative starting point- wiping over 2.5 miles off the overall 

distance.  

5. The road crosses the River Marden by Hazeland Sluice, usually 

an impressive flow of water, and the vantage point over the river 

is worth a few moments of your time for the richness of its wildlife. 

The road then swings sharp right at Hazeland Mill, now an 

impressive domestic property but once part of the estate of 

Malmesbury Abbey and a grist mill as recently as the 1960s. 

 

 

6. You then face a seriously sharp climb up the road, passing 

Thimble Hall on your left. Your reward is the Dumb Post Inn, 

where you can always stop for a fortifier if that way inclined. The 

inn is probably (in part) 300 years old 

and was once the base for an 

impressive friendly society for 

agricultural workers. The dumbness 

is said to arise from the fact that there 

was originally just a post for a sign to 

the hamlet with no name on it; 

alternative explanations tend to 

cause offence to local residents. 

Those seeking to avoid the quite 

severe slopes in the early part of this 

walk might like to start from here - it’s 

then just shy of 4 miles. To make life 

even easier, non-climbers can end the walk by persuading one 

of their party to walk back up the hill to the Dumb Post to get the 

car while waiting at Hazeland Sluice. 

https://thedumb-post.com/
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7. Directly opposite the front of the inn is a bridleway sign. Take that 

route and squeeze through a gate following a ridge on the left of 

the field with fine views to Cherhill etc to your right. Go through 

two kissing gates with fine gardens to your left and, just after a 

tennis court to your right, another gate that leads to St Martins, 

the 12th century church at Bremhill. The poet William Lisle Bowles 

was vicar there from 1804; he was genuinely famous at one time. 

His 14 Sonnets are said to have inspired Coleridge. He is 

responsible for the poem on Maud Heath’s statue. 

8. Walk through the churchyard on its left side and leave by the gate 

onto the road. Turn sharp left on the road until reaching Manor 

Farm where there is a footpath sign to the right. Take that path 

to a very insecure stile and follow the main path (slightly right) 

downhill, over a stream and then up to a wooden gate. 

9. After the gate, the path swings left with a small orchard to your 

right. Follow the path through a stile until reaching a wide 

hardcore drive, which is part of Bremhill Equestrian, leading to 

the road at Monument Farm. 

10. Cross to the road 

signposted to East 

Tytherton, past the 

farm buildings on the 

right until you see a 

gate to the right that 

leads to Maud Heath’s 

monument, which is 

clearly visible on the 

ridge to your right. The 

gate to the monument 

is heavy and difficult to 

open and close. 

http://www.english.upenn.edu/~mgamer/Etexts/bowles1789.html
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11. Proceed to the monument and rest on the bench, taking in the 

views and the pretty much indecipherable inscriptions. One is as 

follows: 'Thou who dost pause on this aerial height/ Where Maud 

Heath's Pathway winds in shade and light/ Christian wayfarer in 

a world of strife/ Be still and consider the Path of Life’; it’s not a 

bad piece of advice. In 

1474, Maud Heath, a 

widow from Tytherton 

Kellaways, left land and 

property for the creation 

and maintenance of the 

causeway ‘from Wick Hill 

to Chippenham Clift’ to 

allow a dry passage to 

market – an extraordinary 

act by any standard, but especially for a woman of that time. 

12. Now retrace your steps to the road, back through the awkward 

gate and across the road to the plaque celebrating the start of 

the causeway – this is Wick Hill. Go through that gate and begin 

the Wiltshire ramblers’ sport of spot the cow pat – the aim being 

to avoid them. Follow the path with the ridge edge to your right 

through four further gates. You might spot the Maud Heath 

Vineyard that runs beneath the ridge. After almost a mile, you will 

see Bencroft Farm on your left with the Derry Hill church spire 

beyond. Shortly thereafter the path enters a plantation and 

curves left to a gate back to the road.  

13. Turn left on passing through the gate, going slightly uphill. A sign 

tells you that the footpath is 400 metres away – it always seems 

to be a very long 400 metres. Look for a footpath sign pointing 

into the woods to your right and take that path. After 50 metres, 

ignore the misleading sign that tempts you to fork right and carry 

on down the hill through a gate. Part of this wood is used by an 

archery club and a sign requires you to leave your bow before 

https://www.maudheathvineyard.co.uk/
https://www.maudheathvineyard.co.uk/
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going further down the hill. If you haven’t brought a bow, you can 

continue nonetheless. 

14. At the bottom of the hill, go through the gate into open fields, 

usually full of sheep and carry on south west to the road. The 

gate is to the left of the bunglaow. Turn right (or left to retrieve 

your car from the Dumb Post) and retrace your steps past 

Hazeland Mill and up the hill towards Studley. At the T-junction, 

go straight across up the drive (past ‘The Ranch’ on your right). 

A stile on your left takes you to a path which leads across the 

fields almost due south to the A4 at Crewe’s Cottages (local 

legend claims that the cottages were lost by the Crewe family to 

the Bowood Estate in a game of cards – sadly, it’s not really true).  

15. Turn briefly left on the A4 and then cross the road to Old Road, 

travelling back west towards Derry Hill. Old Road merges with 

Church Road and you are almost back to the start. 

Laurence Eastham 

 

 

Library at The Garden Trust 
 

Stephen Cox Garden Trust (registered charity #1174239) based in 
Derry Hill/Studley advances education in horticulture, conservation and 
heritage and includes a range of courses, opportunities and resources 
for (amongst others):  students from across Europe, from our two 
villages, the young unemployed, and those with learning difficulties. It 
also has a reference library.  It is run voluntarily. 
  

Library Ethos 
A collection of several thousand items which shall help in furthering the 
purpose and charitable goals of the Trust and provide a unique 
repository for human knowledge, enrichment and understanding. 
  

Library Purpose 
The purpose of the library is to provide specific reference tools for 
teaching and horticulture in general as well as wildlife audits and 
study.  Another use is to enhance understanding of the heritage and 
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traditions of gardening, landscape, design, conservation etc. (this of 
course includes the work of the great gardeners, landscapers, 
designers, botanists of the past). 
  

The scientific and social aspects includes sections on the social history 
of gardens and landscape and also such matters as ecology, 
conservation, botany, ornithology, soil science and arboriculture. In the 
area of culture and art there is a collection on how artists, poets, and 
writers have responded to the landscape and the idyll of the garden 
and nature, and architecture. 
  
Classroom 
The books are in a dedicated space and teaching area which affords a 
place of study, rest, reflection, calm, and shade. This space needs to 
be refurbished and insulated. The library is available to those as listed 
below. 
  
Subjects 
The library subjects include (amongst others) : 
Art. Architecture. Landscape. Conservation. Wildlife. Horticulture. 
Landscape Architecture. Design. Botany. Arboriculture. Great 
gardeners & great gardens. Wildlife. Archaeology. Ecology. Rural & 
social history. Traditions & heritage. Folklore. Geology. Mythology. 
History. Folk arts and crafts. Folk music. and 50 or so related sub-
categories. 
 
Access 
1. The Trust Library is not open to the public. Access is by prior written 
appointments for individual scholars only. 
2. The library is available at any time to our own students, volunteers, 
trustees and benefactors.  
3. Also for students of Derry Hill & Studley villages by appointment.. 
4. It is not a lending library but a reference library. 
  

Donations of books are always welcome, as is help and materials for 
the refurbishment of the study/teaching space. 
Contact: 
stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com 
stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com 

mailto:Stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com
http://stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com/
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Annual Review 
 

For those of us at 
Heartbeat the past year 
has been rewarding but 
also frustrating in equal 
measure. 
Eddie Spong has joined 
our Heartbeat team as 
Richard Aylen and Andy Crocker have gracefully retired.  
On the plus side we have completed the installation of our 5 th 
defibrillator in the new housing area at Bowood Gardens. The 
only problem is the more units we have, the more we will have to 
replace at some point in the future when the units come to the 
end of their life (10-15yrs) Significantly the first 3 units were all 
installed in 2014 so are probably half way through their life.  

 

Also on the plus side Calne Without Parish Council have 
recognised our work in the community by giving us a significant 
grant to see us through this year – a great help given the difficulty 
of fundraising in the current lockdowns. Our thanks go to Ioan 
Rees for his support. 
But now more than ever we need your help to sustain this 
premium life-saving facility in the village. So, if you are able to 
make a small donation that would be great, but an annual 
standing order would be even better if you can. Please make it 
payable to:  
 

Account:  Derry Hill & Studley Heartbeat   
Sort Code:  30-91-99     
Acct. No:  52349360 

 

If you aren’t comfortable with internet banking drop me an email, 
or give me a telephone call, and I can send you a form which you 
can fill in and post direct to your bank. 
Many thanks and keep safe. 
 

Julian (Chair) 01249 814145 / julesoliver3@gmail.com  

mailto:julesoliver3@gmail.com
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Wellbeing notes 

 

Releasing 2020 with love and thanks 

 

When my two children were growing 
up, we used to hold parties around 21st 
December every year, to mark the 
longest night and to celebrate the 
return of longer days in the seasonal 
calendar. Some years we’d just hold a 
small family event. Other years we 
would invite 40 or so people and cater 
with big, easy pans of cheese and 
onion flan, parsnip and potato mash 
and salad, all washed down with local 
wines, beers and cordials. After supper 
we’d step outside for a simple ritual 
that had evolved with the help of a 
stoneware bowl – we’d make a tiny fire of handwritten notes on which 
we’d symbolically let go of the past in order to make room for the new. 

 

Each person would quietly write down something they were ready to let 
go of from the previous year. We’d write, “According to the highest good 
of all concerned I now let go of (fill in the blank) with love and thanks.”  
Then we’d scrunch the paper up and deposit it in the bowl. When all the 
notes had been gathered, everyone watched the flames. It was a good 
way to declutter mind and heart. After all, who needs to carry old 
emotional baggage into Christmas and the New Year? 

 

This December we’ll do the same again, just for the household. It seems 
that 2020, with all its adventures, is surely the perfect time to let go of 
the past and embrace the new.  

 

 

Suzanne Askham author of This One is Special 

http://suzanneaskham.com/
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Derry Hill and Studley Community Support  

We have been operating since the beginning of the first lockdown and 
we are continuing to help those who find it difficult to go out.  

We offer a range of help from shopping, picking up prescriptions, dog 
walking or just a friendly confidential chat. 

 

Please get in touch if we can help 

Email the dedicated email account:       dhsfriend@gmail.com 
 

Or  
 

Ring one of our coordinators:  

 

Carol Rigby   01225 704356  

Ian Liddle   01249 816229 

Richard Gribble  01249 812018 

Richard Aylen          01249 814632 

 

 

 

Prayer support is also available: 

Prayer is an important part of our spiritual life ask for prayer.  If you have 
a particular prayer request you can ring Rev. Linda Carter 01249 817926 
or email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk or one of the co-ordinators above 
and they will write out your prayer and put it on the prayer tree in church.  
Linda will use these in her daily prayers in church unless you wish it to 
be kept confidential.       

 

Carol, Ian, Richard A and Richard G 
Derry Hill and Studley Community Support 
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Wiltshire placed in Tier 2: High alert 

From 2 December the Government will be reintroducing the tier system 
where different levels or restriction apply in different parts of the country. 

Wiltshire has been placed in Tier 2: High alert, which is one higher than 
before the current period of national restrictions. This means that from 2 
December measures will be in place including: 
 

• You must not socialise with anyone you do not live with, or who is not 
in your support bubble, in any indoor setting, whether at home or in a 
public place 

 

• You must not socialise in a group of more than six people outside, 
including gardens or public spaces 

 

• Businesses and venues can continue to operate, in a COVID-Secure 
manner, other than those which remain closed by law, such as 
nightclubs 

 

• Pubs and bars must remain closed, unless operating as restaurants 
and alcohol can only be served with substantial meals 

 

• Hospitality businesses selling food or drink for consumption on their 
premises must provide table service and are now required to close 
between 11pm and 5am with last orders being taken at 10pm 

 

Full list of restrictions 

Christmas arrangements  

A single set of UK-wide measures to help you come together with your 
loved ones in a way that is as safe as possible has been agreed. 

This means: Travel restrictions between tiers will be lifted to provide a 
window for households to come together between 23 and 27 December. 

Up to three households can form an exclusive ‘bubble’ to meet at home 
during this period. When a bubble is formed it is fixed, and must not be 
changed or extended further at any point. 

Each Christmas bubble can meet at home, at a place of worship or an 
outdoor public place, but existing, more restrictive rules on hospitality 
and meeting in other venues will be maintained throughout this period. 

Full Christmas restriction arrangements 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know#high-alert
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/joint-statement-on-uk-wide-christmas-arrangements-from-the-uk-government-and-devolved-administrations
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 The Baraka Catering Company Ltd. 

 
 

New Autumn/Winter 2020 Delivery 
 

Selection of Ready Made Meals 
Persian Lamb Tagine 
Beef Ragu Lasagne 

Salmon, Leek & Butternut Squash Pie 
Aubergine Cannelloni 

Full menu on my website 
 

Dinner Party for 6 
Buckwheat Blinis with Roasted Beetroot, Horseradish & Hot Smoked Salmon 

Guinea Fowl Breast with Apricots, Shallots & Fresh Thyme 
Apple & Blackberry Crème Brulee 

Full menu on my website 
 

Ideas to Help you with your Christmas 

Homemade Pates 
Soda Bread 

Delicious Tarts 
Baked Brown Sugar & Mustard Crust Ham 

Orange Spiced Mince Pies 
Pear & Date Cake 

Full list on my website 
 

Please take a look at my Website for more information 
www.barakacatering.co.uk 

or email me on 
camilla@barakacatering.co.uk 

or please call & we can discuss any other ideas you might need help with 
07734251075 

http://www.barakacatering.co.uk/
mailto:camilla@barakacatering.co.uk
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MAKE A CHANGE 

 

 

Calne Without Parish Council 

Parish & Wiltshire Council Elections due on 6th May 2021 

 

HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO 

VOTE? 
 

To register to vote call Wiltshire Council on  

0300 456 0112 

Or go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote 
 

You can register if you are- 

• 16 or over (you cannot vote until your 18th birthday) 

• a British or Commonwealth Citizen 

• a Citizen of the Irish Republic or another EU State. 
 

You can also arrange to vote by post or by proxy. 
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Would you like to 
advertise in colour in this 

slot for £90? a year? 
Then please contact 

  

Mr Keith Treslove 

Tel: 01249 819077 

inspirederry@gmail.com 
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Christmas Crossword 
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Would you like to advertise in 
colour in this slot for £90? a 
year? Then please contact 

  

Mr Keith Treslove 

Tel: 01249 819077 

inspirederry@gmail.com 
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FLOODLIGHTING THE SPIRE  
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate 
special anniversaries and birthdays.  The Spire is currently lit between 
7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year. 
Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Reverend Linda 
Carter, The Vicarage, Church Road, Derry Hill. Calne. SN11 9NN 

lindac@mardenvale.org.uk 
A donation to the church for the cost of the lighting is welcome. 

ALTAR GUILD  

Flowers in Church:  The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship 

for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week.  If you 

would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a 

special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on 

07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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