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Cover Photo: Snowdrops at Painswick Rococo Garden courtesy of
Mrs. Suzanne Askham
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THE LANSDOWNE HALL
Petty Lane Derry Hill
Available for Hire
Registered Charity 1030979

Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill.
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care since
1987
SESSIONS

Large Hall, 2 Meeting
Rooms and Kitchen
Available for Hire
Preferential rates for local
residents
Derry Hill, Studley and Sandy
Lane
For further information
and bookings

Monday to Thursday 9am – 3pm
Friday 9am – 12pm
Friday 12pm – 3pm ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting
school in September
Forest Outings Wednesday 12pm – 3pm, parallel
session also held for those that do not wish to attend
forest outings
A lovely environment with space to learn in a fun way
with our experienced and friendly team.
We welcome children from age 2 years old.
Visit our website for more information:
www.rubadubpreschool.com
Why not call us and arrange a visit on
07894 073865
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07860 940323
www.lansdownehall.org

Editorial
Last year we combined the December 2019 and January 2020 issues of
Inspire into a single magazine meaning that the editorial would have
been written in November 2019 – at a time when very few people outside
Wuhan in China had heard of ‘Coronavirus’ or ‘Covid-19’. How soon we
would come to understand the rapid and far-reaching impact of this virus
on our daily lives and watch the spread of a pandemic across the world.
This magazine had to be produced digitally – and still is – and those of
us who thought that ‘Zoom’ was an ice-lolly from many years ago soon
appreciated its value in keeping us in contact with family and friends at
times of various lockdown periods.
Our lives have changed dramatically during 2020 in ways that could not
have been predicted and we no doubt value our freedoms much more
than we perhaps did previously. However, the impact of the virus was
not all negative. Many people have a greater appreciation of the natural
world and our place in it, others have exercised more and gardens have
benefitted greatly from the additional attention offered them during the
spring and summer months. Still others have experienced an
improvement in work/life balance due to having to work from home.
There is no doubt too that whilst village activities and events have been
cancelled there has been much activity within our villages in helping the
elderly and infirm – indeed each other – to work our way through the
pandemic and minimise any sense of isolation.
At the time of writing this piece, news has broken of a mutation of the
virus into something which spreads more easily with much of the
Southern and Eastern parts of the country going into Tier Four
restrictions with effect from Boxing Day – this effectively means an order
to stay at home with all commercial activity halted and contact with
others extremely limited. There is no doubt that we will all be happy to
bid farewell to 2020 and the disruption which it brought into all of lives.
The new year is upon us and with new vaccines already in place to fight
the virus there is light at the end of the tunnel, though the early part of
the new year is likely to remain difficult. We wish everyone a happy and
healthy New Year – keep safe!

Richard Carter Assistant Editor
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Church
period.

Services

suspended

during

lockdown

Following the Prime Minister’s statement on 4 th January we find
ourselves in another period of lockdown. The government has not so
far stated that churches should close for public worship. Statements
from the Church of England at national and diocesan level indicate
that local decisions about whether to remain open may be taken at
parish level.
Members of the Marden Vale ministry team have met (via Zoom) for
prayer and to consider the way forward. The clear message from the
government is that, at the moment, everyone should remain at home
and leave for only very limited and essential purposes. Given the
vulnerability of many who attend our churches the ministry team feels
that the right and pastoral thing to do is to suspend public worship
across the benefice for the time being. Some of us are a part of
households where people who previously have been shielding have
been asked to shield again. In order to reduce the risk of transmission
of the new and highly transmissible variant of Covid-19 it seems best
to operate with maximum caution. The good news is that vaccines are
now available and are being rolled-out and, hopefully over the next
couple of month our lives will begin to improve and restrictions begin
to be reduced. In the meantime, we need to keep people as safe as
we can.
Whilst we won’t we be opening our churches for public worship over
the coming weeks it is our intention to offer times when people can
come into our church buildings for private prayer. We will also continue
with online worship and do all we can to support people who feel lonely
and isolated. The best thing we can all do is to support and keep
praying for each other. We do hope you will support us in this decision
as to how proceed in the coming weeks. Obviously, we will keep
matters under review as the picture changes.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all for your support over the
last few months, both in your understanding when we have had to
close churches and your patience in following new guidance for
booking and attending services when churches have been open.
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Thank you also for your generosity in terms of financial giving, which
is very much appreciated in these difficult times.
“Blessed be the Lord! For he has shown me his steadfast love when
I was as a city besieged...Be strong and let your heart take courage,
all you who wait in hope for the Lord.” Psalm 31.

Rev. Linda Carter (on behalf of Marden Vale Ministry Team)
Private Prayer at Christ Church Derry Hill
Due to the current government ‘Lockdown’ restrictions, Christ Church can
no longer be open on a Sunday for public worship. However, it can remain
open for private prayer and during the winter months this will be:
Thursday – Saturday: 10am - 3pm Sunday: 12 noon - 3pm
Please note only one household in church at any one time.
FAQs
Q. Should I wear a face covering in a church building?
A. From 8th August face coverings must be worn by all those attending
a place of worship.
If you do not feel it is safe or if you feel unwell – please do stay at
home and enjoy the online services from the Marden Vale Team.
Please check the church website for up-to-date details.

Rev. Linda Carter
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Church Contacts C HRIST C HURCH - D ERRY H ILL
Reverend Linda Carter
Vicar:
The Vicarage,
(Day off Monday.
Church Road, Derry Hill.
01249 817926
Urgent calls only that day
Calne. SN11 9NN
please)
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs)
Please call if you would like a visit or chat - all in strictest
confidence
Mrs Averil Davis

01249 814411

Church Wardens
Mrs Deidre Lias
01249 822157

Mrs Anita Uttley

01380 859433

Mr Peter Rigby 01225 704356

PCC Treasurer (Tr) & Secretary (Sec)
Mr Peter Roycroft (Tr) 01249 660550

Mrs Jennie Leddra (Sec) 01249 660550

If you wish to discuss arrangements for Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals or
would like a pastoral visit or meeting arranged then please contact Reverend
Linda Carter

Dear Friends,
There is an Epiphany tradition which is believed to have originated in
Central Europe at the end of the Middle Ages involving chalk and door
posts or lintels. Today this custom is more associated with the Catholic
church but perhaps might be something we all may become acquainted
with as an encouragement for 2021.
The events of 2020 have no doubt left many of us hoping that 2021 will
bring healing at many levels. A constant refrain last year was that we
rediscovered what is really important in our lives – be that family,
friendship, community, health, a fresh respect and appreciation of the
world around us. Perhaps our experience of Advent and Christmas 2020
allowed more time to reflect on these things, to practise forgiveness,
patience and kindness, to be more open hearted. And yet how quickly
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we can wander off on the path that takes us further from where we need
or want to be; when anxiety, exhaustion and fear threaten to overwhelm.
But the Christmas season is not over yet and we can still be nourished
and sustained by the story of the wise men who followed a star and found
the Christ-child. Bringing their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, the
wise men recognised the one who would be king, priest and sacrifice,
God in man, the light and hope of the world. Perhaps they also received
gifts; the gift of the simplicity and strength of a home filled with love, and
the gift of the most wonderful story to tell.
So, what is the tradition of the chalk? Well, folk would be given chalk
which had been blessed during the Epiphany service (nearest 6 th
January). At home, the chalk would be used to mark, above the door
the initials of the traditional names of the Magi (Caspar, Melchior,
Balthasar) and the year connected by crosses. This year would be
marked: 20+C+M+B+21. CMB is also shorthand for a Latin phrase
“Christus mansionem benedicat” which means “may Christ bless this
house”.
You might like to take some chalk and mark your doorway and say the
following prayer:
Visit, O blessed Lord, this home with the
gladness of your presence.
Bless it and all who live or visit here with
the gift of your love; and grant that we may
show your love to each other and all whose
lives we touch.
Lord Jesus Christ, be with us now and for
ever. Amen.
As we begin a new year perhaps seeing this
mark above our doors each day will remind
us of the journey of the Magi, our own
journey to continually seek the way of Jesus
(especially when we take a wrong turn), but most of all that God is with
us whatever this year may bring.
May I wish you all a happy, healthy and blessed New Year.

Linda
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New Defib In Studley Gardens Used Already
The ambulance service have informed us
that the new defibrillator, which we
installed in Studley Gardens just last July,
was used to help somebody in the village
on 30th December. We have quickly
replaced the pads connected to the unit,
checked it over and it is back operational
again. Villagers often say to us:
“Are the units ever used?” The answer is “Yes, but fortunately not too
often”.
Whilst we would all like to think we are fit - it is good to know that when
we need help it is close at hand.
But now, more than ever, whilst we can’t go out fundraising during
lockdowns, we need your help to sustain this premium life-saving facility
in the village. So, if you are able to make a small donation that would be
great, but an annual standing order would be even better if you can.
Please make it payable to:

Account: Derry Hill & Studley Heartbeat
Sort Code: 30-91-99
Acct. No: 52349360
If you aren’t comfortable with internet banking just drop me an email, or
give me a telephone call, and I can send you a form which you can fill in
and post direct to your bank.
From all at Heartbeat thank you for your generous support over this
last difficult year. We wish you all a much brighter one in 2021!
Keep safe.
Julian (Chair) 01249 814145 / julesoliver3@gmail.com
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Summary: what you can and cannot do during the
national lockdown (From the government website)
You must stay at home. The single most important action we can all take
is to stay at home to protect the NHS and save lives.
You should follow this guidance immediately. The law will be updated to
reflect these new rules.
Leaving home
You must not leave, or be outside of your home except where necessary.
You may leave the home to:
• shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person
• go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot
reasonably do so from home
• exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other
person, this should be limited to once per day, and you should
not travel outside your local area.
• meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but
only if you are legally permitted to form one
• seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm
(including domestic abuse)
• attend education or childcare - for those eligible
Colleges, primary and secondary schools will remain open only for
vulnerable children and the children of critical workers. All other children
will learn remotely until February half term. Early Years settings remain
open.
Higher Education provision will remain online until mid February for all
except future critical worker courses.
If you do leave home for a permitted reason, you should always stay
local in the village, town, or part of the city where you live. You may leave
your local area for a legally permitted reason, such as for work.
If you are clinically extremely vulnerable you should only go out for
medical appointments, exercise or if it is essential. You should not attend
work
Meeting others
You cannot leave your home to meet socially with anyone you do not
live with or are not in a support bubble with (if you are legally permitted
to form one).
You may exercise on your own, with one other person, or with your
household or support bubble.
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You should not meet other people you do not live with, or have formed
a support bubble with, unless for a permitted reason.
Stay 2 metres apart from anyone not in your household.
More detailed advice

Parish Council News
Parish Council sets its Precept
The Parish Council considered its budget for 2021/22 and as part of that
agreed its precept request at the meeting on the 14th December 2020.
The Parish Council has set the precept for 2021/2022, which covers the
Council’s running costs and this time a smaller discretionary spend, at
£29,682 which results in a Band D cost of £21.72. This is an increase in
precept of £1,521 on last year and results in an increased cost of £1.11
for a Band D property.
The rise in precept has been kept to a minimum in recognition of the
difficult times being experienced by many households during the Covid19 pandemic. The Council intend to facilitate projects and grants during
2021/22 through the spending of the Community Infrastructure Funds
and Sun Edison Fund.
In taking this approach the Council recognised that the running cost of
any projects undertaken may have an impact on future precept
requirements and this would be considered when approving any projects
to go forward
The Parish Council now sends this request to Wiltshire Council which
takes the final decisions in March 2021 as part of the Council Tax setting
process.
Clubs, charities and other local organisations can apply to the Parish
Council for grant support with projects at any time, no matter how large
or small, please click here or ask a Councillor or the Clerk for more
information about how to apply.
New Councillor for Pewsham Ward
At its meeting on Monday 14th December, the Parish Council filled the
vacancy left in Pewsham Ward by Lord Lansdowne's retirement in
August earlier this year.
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The vacancy had been advertised by Wiltshire Council for electors to
request an election to fill the position however the Returning Officer did
not receive such a request and the Parish Council was asked to fill the
vacancy through the process of co-option.
The Parish advertised the vacancy in the local Parish Magazines and
the Gazette and Herald and was pleased to receive 4 applications for
the role. The applicants attended the Parish Council meeting on Monday
14th December 2020 to introduce themselves and answer questions
from the Council before Councillors voted on who to co-opt. Marcus Lee
received the majority vote and was duly appointed to the Council and
will serve until May 2021 when the whole Council will be up for election.
On welcoming Marcus to the Council, the Chairman also thanked the
other applicants for their interest and expressed his hope that they would
continue to be involved with the Council and stand for election in May
2021.
Marcus’s contact details are available on the Parish Council website
Waiting Restrictions on Church Road, Derry Hill
The double yellow lines and school no waiting zone have been in
operation on Church Road since 24 th August 2020. This scheme was
introduced on an experimental basis so that the Parish Council could
test the consequences of the plan before the scheme is confirmed. The
experimental period comes to an end in February 2021 at which point
any representations that Wiltshire Council has received during the
experimental period will be considered before any final decisions are
made.
If you have any comments about the waiting restriction, please submit
them to Wiltshire Council, details of how to do so are available here
Proposed Forest Gate Solar Farm
At the time of writing the planning application for the proposed Solar
Farm at Forest Gate has still to be submitted. When the Parish council
receives the consultation on the planning application it will issue details
on its website of how residents can submit their comment to Wiltshire
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Council and will confirm details for the
meeting at which the Council will consider
the application.
In the meantime, Councillors will be
pleased to hear your views, please email or
send to the Clerk but be sure to make any
comments on the planning application
direct to Wiltshire Council otherwise they will not be registered, the
Parish Council cannot submit them for you.

Sarah Glen
Clerk clerk@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk

Letter to the Editor
I've just read with interest the Inspire article on Eden Renewables
proposal for the Solar Power Station on the 200 acres of Land between
Derry Woods and the Berks & Wilts canal opposite the Lysley Arms
Pub.
Just to advise there are a significant number of residents (mainly from
the Forest gate, Old Derry Hill & Derry Hill areas) who are opposed to
this development primarily for the following reasons:
1. Wrong location: this plant is a massive 200 acres (equivalent of 151
football pitches) and will define the surrounding villages & hamlets.
2. Industrial Landscape: The proposal is for 40 years which is at least a
generation and with the new Chippenham bypass planned for the other
side of the Wilts & Berks canal this development will industrialise what
is an agriculture green buffer space and will now join the East
Chippenham Urban Expansion to Studley & Derry Hill. One more
development at, say Beversbrook (there was talk of a 2nd solar project
in the area), then we are all going to be overshadowed by a massive blot
on the landscape
3. Destroy Wildlife: The site will be a secure fenced location which will
destroy wildlife, fence off feeding habitats, remove hunting grounds for
protected animals and birds. We've looked at the research from other
similar size projects and this is not going to be a pretty location for 10's
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of years regardless of what spin is presented on having honey,
wildflowers and a few sheep to keep the grass down. The reason the
plant is secure is because animals and electronic equipment don't mix,
period.
4. Not for us, for them: I'll be blunt, our research has found the industry
to be unregulated and there is a big question mark on the real benefits
to the community, Chippenham, or any of the Villages. The payback
community fund is a tiny fraction of the hundreds of millions that will be
received from the national grid in revenue. This is a pop-up power station
to make some investors very rich under the guise of green renewable
energy.
5. Will create a residential wasteland: This proposal is on a scale so that
it cannot be screened, even after 10-15years. The new residents to the
Forest Gate area have all said that if they knew of this development prior
to completing their property purchase they would have backed out as
no-one wants this scale of plant so close as not only does it have the
visual impact but it brings added health risks particularly with the battery
storage systems.
I could go on but I just wanted to make you aware, regardless of what
Eden Renewables say, on acceptance of the project by the residents
there is a community action group with a significant number of members,
(120 on Facebook, plus we have over 105 signatures for the
saynotoforestgate petition). The group will challenge ER's proposal
every step of the way but if you need any more information for your local
newsletter readers please contact any of the residents below or navigate
to our website or Facebook pages.
Yours Sincerely,

Neil Beedie, Mike Kilmister, Brian Brereton
The Community@saynotoforestgate Solar Power Station
Forestgate/Old Derry Hill, Pewsham, Chippenham, Wiltshire SN15
www.saynotoforestgate.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/No2eden
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The spread of solar farms in Wiltshire
I’m not sure whether this is of interest, but I’ve just gone through an
exercise of taking some government data and plotted all of Wiltshire’s
large solar farms onto google maps and made it public, shared with
organisations such as Wiltshire Council for the Protection of Rural
England - CPRE. Anne Henshaw (Chairwoman) has long been
campaigning that the Wiltshire Council doesn’t appear to have a joinedup strategy and for sure we are seeing a number of pop-up renewable
companies joining the county’s "solar-rush” to land grab fields near
substations. I knew about the similar sized solar farm proposals for land
near the Leigh Delamere services and the one at Minety, but as you can
see from the map we have also found that a planning application has
just gone in for a massive solar farm in the fields near the Whitehall
Garden centre (marked as Beanacre on the map), this will be very visible
as you drive down Bowden Hill towards Lacock.
I will keep the map updated so, if nothing more, readers have a future
reference. You can see why so many village communities are becoming
disillusioned with what is happening to the Wiltshire Countryside

Neil Beedie
Colour Legend for the map icons:
Red : planning was approved and Solar plant classed as active
Yellow : waiting a planning decision (Minety & Beanacre)
Blue : waiting developers planning submission. (Forest Gate & Leigh
Delamere)

The Story of Twelfth Night 878AD –
a good few years ago - in Chippenham
A story to set us thinking
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A resident’s view of the solar farm debate
I am writing in response to Ioan Rees call for views on the Forest Gate
Solar Farm. I am a local resident living in Old Derry Hill and although the
view out the front of my house is not directly affected, I will be able to
see it from my house and will pass by it each day. I empathise with
others’ concerns for the loss of the view and share Ioan’s concern for
the loss of open countryside. And yet I am supportive of the Solar Farm.
I will try and explain why I have reached this decision.
I don’t see myself as an over dramatic person, in fact I like to see myself
as fairly rationale and level-headed, but from all I have read and studied
to date is seems the human species are behaving as if the climate crisis
is someone else’s problem and we are all hell bent on hurling ourselves
towards our eternal tombs. In ‘We Are the Weather’ by Jonathan Safran
Foer, I recently learnt about Jan Karski, a member of the Polish
underground who made an arduous journey to the US to talk to the
Jewish leaders about the murder and persecution of the Jews in 1943.
But the leaders and particularly the supreme court justice, Felix
Frankfurter, didn’t act. “I am unable to believe what you told me,”
Frankfurter told Karski. History now judges Frankfurter and considers
what would have happened if he had done something, how many lives
could have been saved, how much suffering averted. Foer made the
comparison between Karski and the climate emergency now and that
resonated with me. If we really believed wouldn’t we be doing so much
more and at a much faster rate?
Evidence tells us that a sixth mass
extinction is already occurring, but
unlike previous mass extinctions, we
know that the leading cause of this
accelerating climate change is human
activity and the release of
greenhouse gases. On 19thDecember
2020 atmospheric carbon dioxide
levels reached 413.92ppm. At the
current rate of acceleration, we will smash through the 450 dangerous
climate change barrier by 2036, making it pretty much impossible to
keep the global average temperature below 2 degrees and setting in
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motion devastating, all-pervasive consequences. The last time
atmospheric carbon levels were this high was during the warm period
immediately prior to the last ice age. Then, sea levels were 10 – 20m
higher, which today would be easily sufficient to submerge every
coastal city on the planet.
It is crystal clear then, that without far deeper and accelerated cuts in
greenhouse gas emissions, the extreme weather events, floods and
wildfires we are already experiencing will seem insignificant. Many
scientists already assume we will lose Miami and Bangladesh within the
next century, even if we stop burning fossil fuels in the next decade.
The richest 10% of global population
are responsible for half the global
emissions but it is the poorest 10%
who are the least responsible that are
already being punished by it – people
living now in Bangladesh, Haiti,
Zimbabwe, Fiji, Sri Lanka, Vietnam
and India. The next generation (and
any future ones) across the globe will
live more precarious lives with food,
water and clean air in ever-shorter supply. More wars and conflict,
economic collapse, heat death – the outlook looks decisively bleak.
Our mission then - if we choose to accept it - is to transform the world’s
energy systems from the one built for the climate we inherited to the one
we are now provoking. In The Sixth Carbon Budget, published on
9th December 2020, The Climate Change Committee (CCC)
recommends offshore wind as the backbone of electricity generation
across all its scenarios and highlights analysis that suggests the UK has
the potential to deploy capacity to generate 145-615 GW of solar
power. Large-scale solar currently has 13 GW installed capacity in the
UK which requires 290 km2, maximizing the potential of solar generation
might entail using an additional 1,500 km2 That is a lot of solar farms
and they all have to go somewhere. Yes, it would be good if some of
them went alongside the M4 corridor, but at the moment the
interconnection isn’t there to hook them up to the National Grid (though
the CCC does highlight that this will be needed to accommodate high
levels of renewables in the future). As Greta Thunberg said, “our house
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is on fire” and specifically it’s on fire now, in fact it has been on fire for a
while. Do we really have time to wait when this development, if accepted,
will not be operational until Autumn 2022, and then will only be there for
40 years? Is that so long in the wider scheme of things?
According to the Edelman Trust barometer, we are in a time when trust
in government, media and business is at an all-time low. It is difficult for
us not to be cynical when a business proposes a development near our
beloved village. Many people today have fears about the future and their
role in it and according to Edelman Trust research, they grant their trust
based on two distinct attributes: competence (delivering on promises)
and ethical behaviour (doing the right thing and working to improve
society). Like Ioan, I have spoken to ER at length and like him found they
presented as both competent and ethical. Aside from the obvious
benefits of clean energy, I value their approach to biodiversity and
ecology and their commitments to community and educational benefits
for the local area. I also liked their aim to provide the infrastructure to
enable superfast EV charging hubs / charging points near their farms.
They have been open to suggestions for improvements to their proposal
such as higher screening along the A4 and ensuring the ethical recycling
of solar panels at the end of their life span.
There is no doubt that we will all need to make great sacrifices and
behavioural changes in the next decade if we have any chance of
survival as a species. We need to end the extraction and burning of fossil
fuels, invest in renewable energy, recycle, employ renewable materials,
plant trees, protect trees, fly less, drive less, advocate a carbon tax,
change our farming practices, reduce food waste, reduce our
consumption of animal products and have fewer children. All this will not
be easy and require significant changes to our lives as we know them
now.
Many of the solutions may require value trade-offs and the Climate
Change Committee talks about these ‘cumulative impacts’. For
example, deploying offshore wind at very high levels could put pressure
on areas sensitive to wildlife as activities in the seabed leads to
environmental impacts on birdlife and marine mammals. There are also
issues with the mining of the materials needed for batteries to power our
new electric cars and other products and considerations for the disposal
and recycling of the new products we will be developing. We will need
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to work through these problems and find the most sustainable, equitable
and ethical solutions for all.
The climate crisis is an extremely emotive issue - the climate system is
the most complex system we know of, yet issues can be over simplified,
and we are all susceptible to bias. The word crisis comes from the Greek
krisis which means decision. We need to think carefully and weigh up
all the evidence and research before making ours. Decisions reveal who
we really are and today we quite literally hold the balance of life in our
hands. Many of the decisions we make will require loss, not only of what
we could have chosen otherwise but also of the world to which our
alternative decision would have contributed. I have made mine and plan
this year to do more to understand and play my part in averting a climate
emergency. I hope you can understand why.

Sue Deedigan
Forest Gate solar farm update
Thank you to everyone who attended our consultation at the Lansdowne
Hall in December, where we presented our revised site designs.
As a result of your feedback, we have increased the buffer between the
A4 and the solar panels to a width of 30 metres. This will be a woodland
belt planted with a mix of semi-mature willow trees over 3 metres high,
and other native trees and shrubs over 1.5 metres, to provide immediate
screening, plus a variety of fast-growing native hedge species. We are
also planning to add more screening in the field west of the A4 for road
users and at the far eastern corner of the site for a residence on that side
of the solar farm.
Overall, we will be planting over a mile of new hedgerows, plus more
than 500 new trees, which will provide a fantastic new habitat for wildlife,
as well as the wildflower meadows that will be sown between and
beneath the solar arrays.
Eden is also carrying out an Environmental Impact Assessment and has
been preparing a full Environmental Statement which will be submitted
with the planning application. We are continuing to work on various
studies and the site redesign which we expect to take up to a couple of
months and will submit the application afterwards.
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You can follow the progress of the plans on our website, which will be
updated when the planning application is submitted to Wiltshire Council.
You are welcome to contact the team at any time with further feedback
or questions. Visit: uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate
Sophy Fearnley-Whittingstall Eden Renewables

ORIGINAL LAYOUT

A statement from Lord Lansdowne on the proposed
solar farm
It is self-evident that the majority of us would like to live in a green,
sustainable environment. This can only be achieved if we stop using
fossil fuels, hence the need to move into renewable energy sources –
solar, wind and nuclear power.
Bowood has the ability to make a positive contribution towards the fight
against climate change. The Estate already plants thousands of trees
each year, totaling more than one million since the 1970s. The Hotel,
Spa and Golf Resort is sustainably heated by a biomass boiler, fueled
exclusively with woodchip grown on the Estate. However, there is always
more that we can do.
The proposed solar scheme at Forest Gate would generate electricity to
power the equivalent of more than 10,000 homes. The proposal also
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includes an array of ecological improvements to the site, including broad
buffer strips and underplanting with native wildflower and grasses.
Alongside this, the scheme would deliver enhancements to public rights
of way, with a permanent footpath and cycle track around the solar
farm. Onward bicycle connectivity to Sustrans would be improved,
providing unlimited opportunities to the east and west. All of this would
represent significant community benefit.
Naturally, solar panels must connect to the grid. To achieve this they
have to be sighted within a reasonable distance to the grid
connection. That is why Forest Gate scheme is viable, as it is in close
proximity to Chippenham. When the ten-year Neighbourhood Plan was
drafted, the Estate explained that it was our intention to promote the land
at Forest Gate as a solar farm, and this was noted in the Neighborhood
Plan. Now that a scheme appears to be closer to reality, that support
appears to have become muted. I would encourage supporters of
renewable energy projects to again come forward.
The benefits of Bowood for those living nearby and further afield are
plain to see. On average we welcome over 120,000 visitors a year to
the House and Gardens, and since opening over 5 million have enjoyed
this oasis. At the same time, the Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort provides a
unique facility for not only visitors, but those living locally. More than 13
miles of footpath provide extensive access on the Estate, enjoyed by
many. The Estate is a major local employer, with 2/3rds of our staff living
within five miles. None of this is possible without a strong, diverse
business, underpinned by economic strength.
Bowood’s future depends on a diversity of enterprises. The effects of
the pandemic have and will continue to cause extreme financial
challenges for years to come. We therefore support opportunities such
as this solar scheme, as a means to safeguard the Estate into the future,
while making a positive environmental contribution.
Some local opinion is understandably concerned and I would encourage
those people to participate in the planning process. However, if
opponents would rather see the Hotel, Spa and Golf Resort failing or the
House and Gardens having to be permanently closed, they need to
weigh up the pros and cons very carefully.

Charlie Lansdowne
23

Small Survival Steps
The climactic of immense
changes is upon us - which is not
only tolling the bell of annihilation
for many species but might do the
same for us humans. Thankfully
there are many groups and
movements across the planet
doing sterling work trying to stem
the looming global catastrophe.
But the need now is for the
profligacy, carelessness, complacency and laziness of individual
households, businesses, and town halls to cease. A revolution of the
mind is necessary. We must ask how what do we do in our own homes,
in our own gardens, at work, and in active participation of how our
landscape is developed and cared for to stem the blight which will engulf
our children and grandchildren?
There is now very little doubt that we are in the midst of a mass extinction
event on this planet. All around us are the signs we have been ignoring
climate change, rising sea-levels, rapid recession of the polar ice sheets,
advance of deserts across the planet, loss of soil fertility, pollution of land,
air and oceans, species extinction. Even in our own backyard many
species here in Wiltshire are in a dangerous state: hedgehogs, butterflies,
invertebrates, amphibians, bird species, are in rapid decline. But all is not
bad news in our area.
The proposed solar farm at Forest Gate down the hill from us
will greatly boost wildlife and species protection additional to making our
own contribution in the fight against climate change. There will be wildflower meadows across the whole site in spring and summer and sheep
grazing in winter and autumn. Bees, butterflies and birds will
benefit. Additionally, there is to be what is in effect a whole new woodland
via the tree screening along the A4 which will be approximately 30 metres
deep. (improving bird and mammal habitats, oxygenation, and water
retention) Finally there will be bat and bird boxes and also beehives for
production of local honey, and new public footpaths to enhance human
well-being.
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Biodiversity is to be independently monitored annually (including botany,
breeding birds and invertebrates) to track improvements and provide an
independent check on ecological health. I think in future every council will
have to produce such accounts and central government grants will
depend on each community’s performance for environmental protection
and enhancement.
Another area we can support is guerrilla gardening. I have watched this
interesting phenomenon grow over the years. It began with individuals
here and there rebelling and planting flowers and vegetable on odd bits
of unused land: road verges, pavement and lamppost edges, road
junctions etc. It really has caught on. Initially the response of the
authorities was to regard it as some kind of vandalism or crime. The
mood has changed: councils are beginning to actively plant up grass
verges with wild-flowers: it reduces their costs, provides food for
butterflies and bees, helps stem species loss and aids our own
mental health by basking in the joy of the sight of colourful wild-flowers in
bloom.
Areas in the Netherlands have taken this forward as active policy,
where town roof tops are planted up as well as car park verges,
roadsides, roundabouts
indeed every
square
centimetre of
space that can be planted is being planted. The reduction of the decline
of species is astonishing. Germany is experimenting with planting airport
runways as wild-flower meadows. Locally there is an obvious choice we
can champion: how about petitioning for the wide grass verge along the
A4 at Studley Crossroads to be made into a wild-flower area?
Such a meadow locally would mirror what is afoot in the bigger picture.
Ecology and sustainability will increasingly be at the forefront of British
agriculture from 2021. The Common Agricultural Policy (to which we
were tied from 1974 onwards) has been an unmitigated wildlife and
ecological disaster across Europe, and has also damaged local
communities, employment and small farms by favouring huge factoryfarming commercial magnates. No longer chained to the CAP the
biggest change to farming for 46 years is about to be
unleashed across the UK with policies, infrastructure measures and
support which will favour: conservation, soil fertility, hedgerows, new
woodlands, habitats for nature recovery, large scale landscape recovery
areas, standing water, sustainable farming practices, and smaller farms,
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help for new farmers entering the industry, amongst much else. Land
grants will be based on such factors and production subsidies will favour
efficiency and friendly land management.
But you and I can be part of the beneficial change also. There is so much
you can do: vote for local council candidates who vow to champion green
policies; discuss with your neighbour about having spaces at the bottom
of your boundary fences to enable hedgehogs to move freely; leave a little
patch in your garden to grow wild; think every time you switch on a light,
washing machine, dishwasher or heating, or get in your car: is it really
necessary and can you do it less often? There is a difference you see
between wanting something and needing something.
I wish you all a very Happy New Year: let’s hope we can make it one of
the beginning of renewal and hopes not only for ourselves but for all the
creatures and flora and fauna we share our landscape with- and depend
on.
"If not now then when? If not me then who?” (Hillel The Elder, first century
rabbinic sage)

©Stephen Ben Cox
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Fake news! Read all about it!
There are two developments being considered this year that will have
significant impacts on our communities:
- Wiltshire Council's plans to build 7,500 homes in the Avon and Marden
valleys as part of their HIF (Housing Infrastructure Fund) bid, and
- The plans to build a large solar farm on land near Forest Gate, just
north of the A4.
The effects of both of these developments will be felt far beyond Derry
Hill and Studley.
As we might expect, passions are running high, with campaigns being
set up to oppose both the HIF bid and the solar farm. In these online
days it has become easier than ever to assemble a group of like-minded
individuals, to gather information from the internet and to become an
overnight sensation.
It's all too easy, however, to forget that not all information is created
equal. A chance misinterpretation of a report, maybe deliberate or
maybe accidental, can be published on a website in an instant. Those
researching data to support their cause can find this dubious data and
share it among their followers in another instant. The chance to fact
check diminishes with each re-quote as the report, the real data,
becomes ever more distant.
And so is born Fake News.
As we debate the pros and cons of the HIF bid and the solar farm,
passions will run high on both sides. I urge everyone to take a moment
or two to think about what they hear or read, whether via "official
channels" or a Facebook page set up to lobby one way or the
other. Think about the claims being made. Run a quick "sense check"
in your head. And if you're making use of the power of the internet to
spread your views just make sure you can substantiate your claims, that
any statements you make are based in fact and that you're spreading
real news, not fake news.

Jim Cook Writing in a personal capacity
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New Councillor Co-Opted for Pewsham ward
Following the resignation of Lord Lansdowne in September, the Parish
Council has now selected a new councillor to represent the Pewsham
Ward. This ward covers Old Derry Hill, parts of Studley & Derry Hill and
the surrounding rural area. The selection has prompted considerable
controversy amongst residents and within the Council.
The first question you may ask is why wasn’t there a by-election?
By-elections have to be requested by 10 local voters following an official
notice of the vacancy. As an election was not triggered by voters, the
Council has to select a new councillor through a process called ‘CoOption’ where the existing 14 parish councillors vote to decide which
candidate will become the new councillor to represent the ward.
The Coronavirus regulations have made the whole process more
complicated as even if a by-election had been called, no election would
have been allowed until at least May. In those circumstances the Council
would not have been allowed to co-opt a new councillor in the interim.
This would have left only one councillor (Jim Cook) to represent the
residents of Pewsham, during a time when a major Solar Farm is being
proposed in the ward.
After publicising the vacancy and attracting 4 candidates from Derry Hill
& Studley, the Council chose, by a small majority, to co-opt Marcus Lee,
the Manager of the Bowood Estate, as the new Councillor. The
appointment prompted social media criticism including an unfounded
accusation of corruption by the Council which has subsequently been
withdrawn.
I think it is understandable that there is now a great deal of frustration
amongst residents in finding that the Council has co-opted the Bowood
Estate Manager whose ability to represent them on key development
issues are completely compromised by a clear conflict of interest. Many
residents in Pewsham, Derry Hill & Studley have long considered that
the Council has too many links to the Bowood Estate which is also the
largest and most active land developer in the parish. This is an unhealthy
situation that has tended to breed suspicion and mistrust of the Council.
I find it hugely disappointing that 8 councillors have chosen a new
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councillor employed by Bowood. Whilst Marcus has many strong
attributes, he recognises that he will be obliged to declare an interest
and take no part in the debate or vote on issues that have links to
Bowood.
The expectation of Pewsham residents was surely to have a second
councillor to represent their interests on the most important issues facing
local communities such as the solar farm, the redevelopment of Old
Derry Hill Farm and other potential Bowood promoted developments.
This is not now possible as the majority of the proposed solar farm is on
Bowood land.
I stress I have no criticism of Marcus who in other respects was a good
candidate, but I question the judgement of some councillors in making
such an insensitive decision that in my mind shows a lack of respect to
Pewsham residents. I now find it difficult to see how the Council can
repair the further damage to its reputation caused by reinforcing its links
to the Bowood Estate in preference to 3 other good candidates, none of
whom had such conflicts of interest.
Until recently the Parish Council has failed to produce any form of
effective advertising of vacancies beyond the minimum legal notice and
although on this occasion there was wider advertising, there is still scope
for significant improvements. I think the way forward now is for the
council to do far more to publicise vacancies and encourage more
candidates in the regular four yearly elections. Only through contested
elections can voters make their own choice of which candidates to
represent them.
In the past the council has made little or no effort to promote participation
in elections. Councillors have, in the main, joined the Council in
uncontested elections or by co-option, which have had little regard to
equality of opportunity and have sometimes resembled an invitation to
join a private gentleman’s club. In both uncontested elections and cooption, residents play no part in choosing their own councillor.
Over the last 35 years there have been 8 full elections where all
councillors in the 5 wards came up for election. That amounts to 40
possible elections but only 5 have actually been contested. The
remaining 35 were uncontested or councillors appointed by Co-option.
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Two of the wards (Pewsham & East Ward) have not had contested full
elections in at least 35 years. This is not a healthy situation, if more
people are encouraged to stand for election, then the chances of a
contested election are improved which in turn reinforces the democratic
mandate of successful candidates.
These are my own personal views. If you are considering standing as a
candidate in the May elections or have views on this, I would be pleased
to hear from you and am happy to provide you with any further
information you might require.

Cllr Ioan Rees

01249 819428.
ioan.rees@calnewithout-pc.gov.uk
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MAKE A CHANGE

Calne Without Parish Council
Parish & Wiltshire Council Elections due on 6th May 2021

HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO
VOTE?
To register to vote call Wiltshire Council on
0300 456 0112
Or go to www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
You can register if you are• 16 or over (you cannot vote until your 18th birthday)
• a British or Commonwealth Citizen
• a Citizen of the Irish Republic or another EU State.
You can also arrange to vote by post or by proxy.
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Pause for thought, the passing if time - especially for
the more mature of us!
You know. . . time has a way of
moving quickly and catching you
unaware of the passing years.
It seems just yesterday that I was
young,
just
married
and
embarking on my new life with my
mate. Yet in a way, it seems like
eons ago, and I wonder where all
the years went. I know that I lived
them all. I have glimpses of how
it was back then and of all my
hopes and dreams. But here it is... the winter of my life and it catches
me by surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and
where did my youth go?
I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that
those older people were years away from me and that winter was so far
off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like. But
here it is...my friends are retired and getting grey...they move slower and
I see an older person now. Some are in better and some worse shape
than me...but, I see the great change....Not like the ones that I remember
who were young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show
and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought
we'd be.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day!
And taking a nap is not a treat anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't
on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!
And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all
the aches and pains and the loss of strength and ability to go and do
things that I wish I had done but never did!
But at least I know, that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure
how long it will last...this I know, that when it's over on this earth...it's
NOT over. A new adventure will begin!
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Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done...things I should
have done, but indeed, there are many things I'm happy to have done.
It's all in a lifetime.
So, if you're not in your winter yet...let me remind you, that it will be here
faster than you think. So, whatever you would like to accomplish in your
life please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!
Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be
sure whether this is your winter or not! You have no promise that you will
see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all the things
that you want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they
appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for them in
all the years past!
"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who
come after. Make it a fantastic one. Live it well! enjoy today! do
something fun! be happy! have a great day!
Remember...
1. It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold and silver.
2. Live happy in this year and every year!
Lastly, consider the following:
1. Today is the oldest you've ever been, yet the youngest you'll ever
be so - enjoy this day while it lasts.
2. Your kids are becoming you.......
3. Going out is good... coming home is better!
4. You forget names.... but it's ok because other people forgot they
even knew you!!!
5. You realize you're never going to be really good at anything
the things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but
you really do care that you don't care to do them anymore.
6. You sleep better on a lounge chair with the tv blaring than in bed.
it's called "pre-sleep".
7. You miss the days when everything worked with just an "on" and
"off" switch..
8. You tend to use more 4 letter words ... "what?"..."when?"...
"what?" . ???
9. Now that you can afford expensive jewellery, it's not safe to wear
it anywhere.
10. You notice everything they sell in stores is "sleeveless"?!!!
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11. What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
12. Everybody whispers.
13. You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of which you will
never wear.
14. But old is good in some things: old songs, old movies, and best
of all, old friends!!
Stay well, "old friend!" send this on to other "old friends!" and let them
laugh in agreement!
It's not what you gather, but what you scatter that tells what kind of life
you have lived.

Anon
Rub a Dub
Thank you so much to everyone that supported
our pre-Christmas fundraisers. The sale of our
reindeer food was a big success and lots of little
people enjoyed joining us on our virtual trip to
Lapland.
It was incredibly uplifting to see the children enjoying our Christmas
activities despite them being a little different to ‘normal’. We even had a
‘socially distanced’ visit from the big man himself which was magical.
Happy New Year to all. We look forward to welcoming all Rub-a-Dubbers
(existing and new) back for a term full of fun.

Sarah RAD Fundraising Committee
Wiltshire Libraries including the Mobile Library
Service
Due to the national lockdown that started on 5 Jan the public Mobile
Libraries had to close. Some branch libraries have now re-opened
offering an ‘Order and collect’ service during the lockdown. Wiltshire
Libraries will continue to review this situation and the latest news on
libraries, including opening hours and contact telephone numbers can
be found at www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries .
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Derry Hill and District W.I.
As I start this newsletter, we have just been
moved to Coronavirus Tier 3 and tomorrow
will be the start of the New Year 2021.
We in the WI are hoping that, with the
vaccinations not far off, that things will
change, and instead of our ‘Zooming’ we
will get together and see each other in the
flesh, so to speak.
From the Christmas gift bags that were circulated before Lockdown,
attached are the photographs of some of the amazing table decorations
made by our members, all very different and artistic.
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We also had a Christmas competition which a number of our members
found quite challenging, although five members did get every question
correct, it was decided that Sheila Rosekilly was the winner as she had
her answers back in five hours of receiving it.
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One name that comes up regularly with correct answers to other
conundrums and quizzes is Catherine Caunter. Well done Catherine.
For our latest New Years newsletter, we have a “News Quiz” with various
celebrities and people who have been in the news during 2020. Winners
will be announced in the next newsletter.
The Committee have arranged another Zoom meeting for Friday 8 th
January. These coffee / afternoon tea meetings have proved very
popular with up to 18 participants on each.
Well, this is all for now at the end of 2020, Tina, our President, the
committee and all our members would like to wish all who read our
newsletters, a very happy and healthy New Year, and no more Tiers or
tears.
For any other information please contact our Secretary Sally Hole on
01249 817945 or sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk

Barbara Barnard
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Walking Netball

After the Lockdown we managed to get back on court and enjoy our
walking netball again. As you can see from the photograph, we were all
given a tee shirt with the new logo on. Unfortunately, on the day the
photograph was taken, some of our members could not make the
photoshoot as the weather was wet and cold, and we didn’t all sport the
tee shirt.
We have carried on despite the inclement weather and enjoyed the
company and exercise.
As I write this, we are now in Coronavirus Tier 3, but I am pleased to say
that we can still continue with organised outside sport, keeping all the
Covid 19 regulations of course.
So we are looking forward to re-starting on Monday 4th January 2021.
Best wishes to you all in 2021.

Barbara
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The Night Sky in January
A new year,
and
the
daylight
hours
are
beginning to
lengthen –
by month’s
end sunset
occurs some
46 minutes
later than on
the first day
of
the
month,
though the pace of change is a little slower at sunrise with the gap
being only some 26 minutes.
The Earth reaches perihelion at 13.51 on 2 January – this is its
closest point, at 147,093,163km, to the Sun on its annual orbit. It
may seem strange that we are in the middle of winter when we
reach the closest point to the source of our energy but our planet’s
seasons are governed by the tilt in the Earth’s axis. For the record,
Earth will be at aphelion, the furthest away from the Sun, at 22.27
on 5 July at a distance of 152,100,527km.
We were unfortunate to miss the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter
as outlined in last month’s article due to the overcast and wet
conditions which seem to have hampered all sky-watching
activities over the last couple of months. However, the two giant
planets remain close together and continue to be seen very low in
the South-western sky just after sunset during the first part of this
month. Later in the month they are too close to the Sun for us to
see.
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If conditions are favourable there will be an opportunity to see the
moon and three planets very close together at 16.50 on 14
January. You will need to have a clear view of the south west
horizon shortly after sunset and look very low down in the twilight
sky. To the right and below the thin crescent moon will be bright
Jupiter with Saturn to its right and further below. Level with the
moon and slightly above and to the left of Jupiter, the elusive
planet Mercury can be located. Venus remains an object for the
morning skies, visible low in the South-eastern skies just before
sunrise. Mars remains visible but continues to fade during the
month. The red planet can be easily located in the Western sky at
around 23.30 on 20 January above and slightly to the right of the
Moon.
The Full Moon this month
occurs on 28 January and
this will be the ‘Wolf Moon’.
Some of the names given
to the monthly moons were
ascribed by native North
American tribes so there
are a variety of names
depending on each tribe. I
like the name ‘squochee
kesos’ given to the January
Moon by the Algonquin tribe – it translates as ‘the Sun has not
strength to thaw’…and where they were located, that was very
true!

1 January
15 January
31 January

Sunrise
08.13
08.06
07.47

Sunset
16.10
16.29
16.56

Richard Carter
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The first trees planted in Hazeland

T RENCHES TO STORE TREE WHIPS (P HOTO MALA T U)

We have trees in the ground!! After an extraordinary year of hard work
by Trustees, volunteers and supporters of all kinds, our Woodland Trust
trees were delivered yesterday, and planting finally began.
Over January and February almost 10,000 trees and shrubs will be
planted at Hazeland, leaving substantial areas to rewild naturally. Our
detailed planting plan was put together by our wonderful volunteer
Woodland Officers - Alister Wynn and Chris Horwood. Together, they
have contributed enormously to our Land Management team,
conducting soil tests, overseeing contractors, and generally getting
involved in all aspects of managing Hazeland. Huge thanks to both of
them!

Further information can be found on our website
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Local Study Opportunities at The Stephen Cox
Trust
The Trust has a range of opportunities for various sectors of British and
European educational clients (both individual students and
colleges/universities). And the opportunities also extend to local
students. What we offer additional to all the other
programmes/teaching/resources found in our portfolio on our website
are:
(i) vacation studies/skills exploration.
(ii) gaining skills for career option.
(iii) volunteering as part of developing cv & skills base.
(iv) helping out as a steward at our private viewing and open days.
(v) access to our extensive library
(vi) meeting students from Europe and from UK universities.
(vii) access to our fully equipped gymnasium
(viii) vacation or term time internships
(ix) Managerial roles: Additional to the general volunteer needs and
educational opportunities listed above, the Trust is also creating some
specialist managerial roles. This would mean an individual taking full
responsibility for say a year part time (to suit their own timetable) for a
particular aspect of the work of the Trust. Such involvement yields
individual benefits such as: enhanced cv, developmental skills in a
chosen area possibly connected to a career choice, learning marketing
/ presentation /communication / research skills.
These posts do not require on-site attendance although some
meetings/reviews are required.
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The Manager posts to be filled are:
1. Journalism/newsletter.
2. Wildlife habitats.
3. Digital platforms/social media.
4. Conservation information sheets for the public
5. Film and photography along with YouTube.
6. Research/liaison with schools & colleges in the UK and Europe
7. Promoting the Trust to client audiences. And attracting group visits.
Part of the ethos of the Trust is to engender opportunities for
responsibility and a stake in society for and by young people. This is
why on our Board of Trustees we have 3 students as registered
trustees.
Whilst the age range accepted is usually 18+ those age 16-18 are able
to apply pending certain arrangements with parents or guardian and/or
school.
Enquiries for visits and projects by school groups of any age are also
accepted on the basis of full supervision by their qualified staff and
independent of our staff/ volunteers.
The Trust has strict protocols and detailed documentary guidelines with
regards to such matters as:
Risk Assessment;
Health and Safety;
Student Welfare;
Education Scheme;
Pedagogy;
Accidents;
Safeguarding;
Code of Conduct;
Rights & Responsibilities.
Government coronavirus guidelines regarding educational bodies and
charities are fully adhered to. Additionally, the Trust also has its own
strict protocols in place.
To discuss your interests and needs please contact:
stephencox.gardentrust@gmail.com
Stephen Cox (stephencoxgarden.simplesite.com)
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Sign up for regular news from Wiltshire Council
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Derry Hill and Studley Community Support
Has been operating since the beginning of lockdown and is continuing
to help those who find it difficult to go out.
We offer a range of help from shopping, picking up prescriptions, dog
walking or just a friendly confidential chat.
Please get in touch if we can help
Email the dedicated email account:

dhsfriend@gmail.com

Or
Ring one of our coordinators:
Carol Rigby
Ian Liddle
Richard Gribble
Richard Aylen

01225 704356
01249 816229
01249 812018
01249 814632

Prayer support is also available:
Prayer is an important part of our spiritual life ask for prayer. If you have
a particular prayer request, you can ring Rev. Linda Carter 01249
817926 or email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk or one of the co-ordinators
above and they will write out your prayer and put it on the prayer tree in
church. Linda will use these in her daily prayers in church unless you
wish it to be kept confidential.

Carol, Ian, Richard A and Richard G
Derry Hill and Studley Community Support
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Wellbeing notes
Nature’s message of hope
There’s something so uplifting about the first, tiny snowdrops of the year
– a reminder of balmier
weather to come. One
summer I lost someone
I was close to. Grief was
ever present. There was
no respite from the
sadness. The following
January, I saw the first
snowdrops
emerge
from black earth. And
for the first time in many
months, I felt uplifted. It
was as if the dots of tiny
white flowers spelt out
the word ‘hope’ in a dark
landscape. Since that
time, I have especially
treasured snowdrops, planting them in small drifts around my garden,
bringing in a few blooms for the kitchen table.
Hope is an excellent quality to cultivate in 2021. Hope reminds
us that the potential for happiness is a core part of every human being.
When we focus on our potential, when we visualise it as though it is
already present, wellbeing enters. We become uplifted. And in that state
of openness, we become receptive to the loving kindness that, I believe,
always surrounds us.
One simple exercise is to write the word ‘Hope’ on a square of
canvas or paper. Enjoy choosing the placement of the four characters.
You might write them large and plain or add illustrations that are
meaningful to you. Then display your finished work in a place where you
will often see it. Let its beneficial message spill into your life.

Suzanne Askham, author of This One is Special
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Would you like to advertise in
this slot for £30 (b/w) £45
(Colour) a year? Then please
contact
Jacqui Bonardi
Tel: 07743596203
inspireadcord@gmail.com
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Would you like to advertise in this
slot for £30 (b/w) £45 (Colour) a
year? Then please contact
Jacqui Bonardi
Tel: 07743596203
inspireadcord@gmail.com
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F LOODLIGHT ING

T HE S PIRE
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate
special anniversaries and birthdays. The Spire is currently lit between
7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year.
Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Reverend Linda
Carter, The Vicarage, Church Road, Derry Hill. Calne. SN11 9NN
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
A donation to the church for the cost of the lighting is welcome.
A L TAR G UI L D
Flowers in Church: The Flower Guild are inviting flower sponsorship
for the single pedestal in Christ Church, Derry Hill each week. If you
would like to do this or sponsor part of a pedestal, in memory of a
special occasion then, to find out more contact Claire Satchell, on
07968 091217 or email newleaffloristry@hotmail.co.uk
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