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Lansdowne Village Hall, Derry Hill.
Providing safe, high quality pre-school care since
1987
SESSIONS
Monday to Thursday 9am – 3pm
Friday 9am – 12pm
Friday 12pm – 3pm ‘Rising Stars’ for those starting
school in September.
Forest Outings Wednesday 12pm – 3pm, parallel
session also held for those that do not wish to attend
forest outings.
A lovely environment with space to learn in a fun way
with our experienced and friendly team.
We welcome children from age 2 years old.
Visit our website for more information:
www.rubadubpreschool.com
Why not call us and arrange a visit on
07894 073865
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Editorial
At the time of writing, news has just broken that the last pandemic
restrictions on daily living are not to be eased on 21 June as had been
originally hoped and we now look towards 19 July. Nevertheless, the
success of the vaccination programme means that this later date looks
more promising, but we are looking to a second successive summer of
disruption as our battle with Covid-19 and the attendant variants continue.

So far, we have had glimpses of fine and sunny weather after an unusually
cold early spring and hope for some dry and sunny months to come to
compensate for our hardship!
Whilst the summer of 1995 (June/July/August) is now regarded as the
driest on record with only a few places in the country receiving half of their
average summer rainfall, it is the Summer of 1976 which is often regarded
as the benchmark for hot, dry summers, so I have been refreshing my
memory on those glorious days which many readers will recall.
Between 23 June and 8 July Heathrow enjoyed 16 consecutive days with
temperatures above 30 degrees centigrade and the mercury recorded
35.6 degrees centigrade in Southampton on 28 June. Whilst the
consistent high temperatures are frequently recalled, the drought
conditions we suffered at that time are less often remembered. The 1976
summer was preceded by a very dry SUMMER and autumn the year
before, winter 1975/6 was exceptionally dry as was the following spring.
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Consequently, the country was not ready for three months of baking
temperatures. There were limitations imposed on the use of water with
rationing and standpipes in use in parts of the UK, severe heath and forest
fires and significant crop failures. The Haweswater reservoir in Cumbria
was reduced to ten percent of its capacity with people walking where there
would normally be sixty feet of water above their heads.
In late August of 1976, Denis Howell was appointed ‘Minister of Drought’
and was spectacularly successful as before the month was out severe
thunderstorms brought the heatwave to an end. I remember being in a
pub when the storms began (well it was forty-five years ago!) and joining
many people on the streets to enjoy the fresh, falling rainfall. The whole
experience gave a whole generation an appreciation of the value of water
and the need to conserve it. Mr Howell was so successful that the
heatwave was followed by a very wet September and October and he was
given the added responsibility of dealing with the subsequent flooding!

Elsewhere in 1976, the first commercial flight of Concorde began in
January and in the same month the UK undertook another ‘Cod War’ with
Iceland. John Curry won a gold medal at the Winter Olympics and the UK
actually won the Eurovision Song Contest with Brotherhood of Man.
Amazingly, the year ended with an annual inflation rate of 16.5% with the
rate reaching 24% at one stage during the year. Let’s hope that we do not
return to those levels again but that we have a great summer period.

Assistant Editor
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Linda
Dear Friends,
At the time of writing, the Government has just announced that Stage 4 of
the Roadmap will be delayed for up to four weeks. Many of you will be
hoping that 19th July will herald the lifting of most (if not all) restrictions.
We will all be hoping for data which shows that the vaccination programme
is working effectively, that the NHS is not being overwhelmed, and that it
will be possible to help each other to live with COVID. I hope too that we
might look to the future with optimism.

Daydream
One day people will touch and talk perhaps easily,
And loving be natural as breathing and warm as sunlight,
And people will untie themselves, as string is unknotted,
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Unfold and yawn and stretch and spread their fingers,
Unfurl, uncurl like seaweed returned to the sea,
And work will be simple and swift as a seagull flying,
And play will be casual and quiet as a seagull settling,
And the clocks will stop, and no one will wonder or care or notice,
And people will smile without reason, even in winter, even in the rain.
I love this poem by A S J Tessimond (1902-1962), which feels so relevant
for our times. It prompted me to revisit his other work and I was struck by
how powerfully this next poem speaks into what so many of us have found
to be true during the pandemic:
‘Not love perhaps’
This is not Love perhaps – Love that lays down
Its life, that many waters cannot quench, nor the floods drown –
But something written in lighter ink, said in a lower tone:
Something perhaps especially our own:
A need at times to be together and talk –
And then the finding we can walk
More firmly through dark narrow places
And meet more easily nightmare faces:
A need to reach out sometimes hand to hand –
And then find Earth less like an alien land:
A need for alliance to defeat
The whisperers at the corner of the street:
A need for inns on roads, islands in seas, halts for discoveries to be
shared, Maps checked and notes compared:
A need at times of each for each
Direct as the need of throat and tongue for speech.
We recognise the cold touch of fear and
debilitating isolation. We understand our
need of companionship, for connection. It
is interesting that Tessimond first refers to
‘Love’ as it is described in Scripture: “No
one has greater love than this, to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” John
15:13 and “Many waters cannot quench
love, neither can floods drown it. ”Song of
Solomon 8:7.
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He has something else (perhaps) in mind. I wonder if he was familiar with
the verse from Ecclesiastes, just a few pages before the Song of Solomon
which describes the value of a friend in these terms: “Two are better than
one...for if they fall, one will lift up the other...” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10?
My prayer this summer is that we will become ‘unknotted’ and be able to
smile (even in the rain); that we will walk and talk and spend time together
and lift each other up. And take comfort that “we love because God first
loved us.” 1 John 4:19.
With love and blessings,

Linda
Churches opening for public worship.
After consultation with Church Wardens and with the support of PCCs I
can advise that public worship can now take place in our church buildings.
We are mindful that for some this will be good news whilst for others it will
feel too soon. It is right that folk feel comfortable about when they return
to services in the church building and so I must stress that there must be
no sense of obligation. Zoom services will continue on-line every fortnight.
Please contact me for details. Linda
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July and August Services

Rota of Services – July and August 2021
Week

Date

Service

th

4 July
Foxham 10am Parish Eucharist
Trinity 5
Bremhill 6pm Evening Prayer
th
11 July
Derry Hill 10am Parish Eucharist
2
Trinity 6
Zoom service at 6pm
th
18 July
Bremhill 10am Parish Eucharist
3
Trinity 7
Foxham 6pm Evening Prayer
25th July
Derry Hill 10am Parish Eucharist
4
Trinity 8
Zoom Service at 6pm
st
1 August
Foxham 10am Parish Eucharist
1
Trinity 9
Bremhill 6pm Evening Prayer
th
8 August
Derry Hill 10am Parish Eucharist
2
Trinity 10
Zoom service at 6pm
th
15 August Bremhill 10am Parish Eucharist
3
Trinity 11
Foxham 6pm Evening Prayer
22nd
Derry Hill 10am Parish Eucharist
4
August
Zoom service at 6pm
Trinity 12
29th August Foxham 10am Parish Eucharist
5
Trinity 13
Bremhill 6pm Evening Prayer
Please contact Rev’d Linda Carter to check availability and
book your place for services in church, or to obtain the link
for Zoom Services.
Tel: 01249 817926 Email: lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
1
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COVID restrictions in terms of hand sanitiser, face coverings and
social distancing will apply, and congregational singing will not be
permitted. Booking a place in advance is also necessary.
Contact lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
Worship FAQs
Churches in the Marden Vale Team are opening for public worship from
Sunday 18th April. (For the time being, we will also be offering a Zoom
service at 6pm on some Sunday evenings.) Please check service details
and information on our website www.mardenvale.org.uk Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/christchurchdh and Noticeboards.
Please note that where a Sunday service has taken place in church, that
church building will be closed for 72 hours after the service to minimise
the amount of cleaning required.
Our main priorities are the health and safety of our community, so things
will not be quite the same as usual, but we recognise the importance, for
many, of meeting together in worship so have put together this brief
explanation of what to expect.
Q. How is the church managing social distancing?
A. We have assessed the seating capacity and space available and
worked out the best way to seat everyone to maintain 2 metre
distancing. There will be markings on the floor inside church. A
Churchwarden will be on hand to welcome you and show you where to
sit. At the end of the service, please remain in your seat until you are
asked to make your way to the exit.
Q. Do I have to book in advance?
A. It will help us to know if you intend to come to a service so that we can
maintain safe social distancing. We ask that you telephone 01249
817926 or
email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk before 8pm on Saturday evening to
check availability.
Q. Will services be at the normal time?
A. Morning services will be at 10am. Evensong (when available) will be
at 6pm.
Q. Can I sit with my family or a friend?
A. People from the same household or “bubble” can sit together. Everyone
else will need to observe appropriate social distancing at all times.
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Q. Will there be communion?
A. Services will vary but where communion is offered this will be wafers
only. Distribution will be carefully controlled to minimise transmission risks
according to government and church guidelines.
Q. Will the hymn books be sanitised?
A. Sadly, hymn singing is not allowed at the moment, so all hymn books
and bibles will be removed. There will, however, be music to listen to.
Q. I usually give cash in the plate when I come to church. I believe
this is not advised. What can I do to support the work of the church?
A. We would prefer not to have to expose our volunteers to handling cash,
but we desperately do need your support. Please take a moment to look
at the Giving page on the Marden Vale Website.
If you prefer to leave cash, please do use the collection plate by the main
door.
Q. Do I need to provide contact details?
A. In order to support the NHS Test and Trace programme, we are taking
contact details (name and telephone number) for all visitors, or you may
use the QR Codes on display.
In line with guidance issued by the Department for Health and Social Care,
we will keep your details safely and in compliance with GDPR legislation
for 21 days before securely disposing of or deleting them. We will only
share your details with NHS Test and Trace, if asked, in the event that it
is needed to help stop the spread of coronavirus. We will not use your
details for any other purposes or pass them on to anyone else.
Q. Will I be able to talk to my friends after the service?
A. To minimise risk, services will be shorter than normal, and the church
will be closed promptly. Catching up with friends is better done outdoors.
We ask that you do not obstruct the aisles or exits to allow everyone to
leave
safely.
It is obviously vital to obey social distancing guidelines at all times.
Q. Will it be safe to come?
A. We have carefully assessed the risks of bringing us together and have
put in place measures to control and minimise the risk of transmission of
the virus. However, it is not possible to eliminate risks completely –
everyone attending must evaluate their own circumstances and act
accordingly. We all have a responsibility to act responsibly to ensure the
safety of everyone else.
13

•
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•

Please do:
use the hand sanitizer provided when you arrive and when you leave.
comply with social distancing rules – keep 2 metres apart whenever
possible.
cover your nose and mouth if you sneeze or cough – take your tissues
home and dispose of them there.
Q. Should I wear a face covering in a church building?
A. Face coverings must be worn by all those attending a place of worship
unless you have an exemption.
If you do not feel it is safe or if you feel unwell – please do stay at
home and enjoy the online services from the Marden Vale Team or join
the Zoom services.

Linda
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How Is Sir Bradley Wiggins
Different to You and Me?
You can win it,
You can break it!
You can feel it,
You can hear it beating!
The heart is a vital organ in our body without which we cannot
survive.
But how much do you really know about your heart?

1. The human body cannot survive without a heart, but the heart can
survive without a human body! It sounds weird but it’s true. The
human heart has its own electrical impulses. This allows the heart to
continue beating even if it is separated from the body. However,
there is one requirement. It should continue to get a steady supply of
oxygen.
2. The human heart beats around 100,000 times in a single day.
That’s something like 3.6 billion beats in a lifetime.
15

3. What do we really mean when we say that our heart beats? Our
heartbeat is the pumping action of the heart muscles. The heart is a
pump that works day and night without rest. The moment the heart
decides to take a rest, we are dead!
4. The human heart is responsible for pumping 2,000 gallons of
blood each day. It is not that we have 2,000 gallons of blood in our
body but the 10 pints of blood that we have in our body is pumped so
many times that the net volume pumped is 2,000 gallons and sends it
to different tissues and organs in our body through 60,000 miles of
blood vessels!
5. When the heart is relaxed, the pressure exerted by the blood on
the chambers of the heart is called the diastolic blood pressure and
when the heart is beating/pumping, the pressure exerted by the
blood is known as the systolic pressure. A single heartbeat can squirt
blood up to 30 feet away!
5. The heart is roughly the size of a large fist and weighs between about
10 to 12 ounces in men and 8 to 10 ounces in women – so there you have
it:
Men really do have bigger hearts than women!
If you can make a regular annual donation of just £5 to help support
the maintenance costs of the village defibrillators it would be
tremendous. Please make an Annual Standing Order payable to:

Account: Derry Hill & Studley Heartbeat
Sort Code:
30-91-99
Acct. No: 52349360
If you don’t like internet banking just drop me an email, or call, and
I can send you a form you can give to your bank.
Keep safe.

Julian (Chair) 01249 814145 / julesoliver3@gmail.com
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The Night Sky in July & August
22.27 on 5 July sees the Earth reach aphelion, the point at which it is
furthest from the Sun in its annual orbit, some 152m km away. This
compares with a distance of 147m km when it was closest to the sun
(perihelion) on 2 January this year.

These two months are a good time for observing a number of meteor
showers, the best of all being the Perseids which begin on 16 July and
run through to 23 August. It reaches a maximum on 11-12 August when
the rate may reach 100 meteors per hour. This year is a particularly good
year for viewing as this maximum occurs just after New Moon so the skies
will be darker. The meteors are fast and many of the brighter ones leave
persistent trains. The annual display takes place as Earth runs into
streams of cosmic dust and debris shed by Comet 109P/Swift-Tuttle as
they crash into our atmosphere at speeds of up to 210,000km per hour
and subsequently burn up. The comet was first discovered in 1862 and
last made a return visit to us in 1992. Its proximity to Earth varies on each
occasion and is next expected to be with us in 2126.
Our neighbour Venus is visible during these two months shining brilliantly
in the north-western sky, following the setting sun. It will only be visible for
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a brief period as the planet itself sets
at around 22.30h, though by the end
of August this will be an hour earlier.
Its brilliance makes it stand out in the
bright early evening twilight. Venus
gets very close to Mars on 12 July,
though the red planet is much paler at
the moment. The meeting takes place
low in the north-western sky at around
22.00h with the thin crescent Moon
immediately to their right. On the
following evening, the Moon will be
slightly above and to the left of the
pair. Venus can once again be
observed close to the thin crescent of the Moon on the evenings of 10 and
11 August, low in the western sky.
Jupiter and Saturn are now visible in the evening skies with the former
rising at 22.30h and Saturn some thirty minutes earlier. Both can be easily
located around 23.30 on 24 and 25 July as they will be very close to the
Moon, low in the southern sky. Jupiter shines brilliantly and will have Moon
immediately below it on 25th and on the previous evening the Moon will be
below Saturn with Jupiter to its left. The planets will be visible all night.
The same scenario is repeated on the evenings of 20 and 21 August with
the Moon beneath them both at around 23.30, low in the southern sky.
Jupiter will be at its nearest point to us on 20 August at some 600m km
away, easily very bright in the south. A pair of binoculars, held steadily,
will enable the planets four biggest moons to be observed and a telescope
will enable good viewing of the cloud patterns on the gas giant.
Sunrise
1 July
04.55
31 July
05.30
31 August 06.19

Sunset
21.27
20.57
19.56

Richard Carter
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DERRY HILL AND
STUDLEY MATTERS

inSPIRE

The next edition of inSPIRE will be for September and we hope there will
be a paper version delivered to all houses in Derry Hill and Studley. The
closing date for copy will be 17th August.

Ed
A message from our Derry Hill postman
Hi there, village postman
George here. Just to say that
sadly I’ve delivered my last
letter in the village for a while.
I’ve taken up a new role
internally which is part delivery
part industrial relations and
this comes with a different
delivery area unfortunately.
I’d just like to say it’s been an
absolute pleasure to serve the village over the past 4 years and through
the pandemic. Derry Hill has a great community spirit with lovely residents
and I will miss it greatly.
I’m sure I’ll be back on the odd day, to cover a day off or maybe even full
time in the future.
I wish you all the very best,

George
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Derry Hill Village Stores – Update

As we go to publishing this July / August edition the shop is on the verge
of opening its doors.
Rahn, the new manager was hoping to open at the very beginning of July
but unfortunately an essential piece of equipment from Europe has been
delayed.
So Rahn is asking that would-be customers keep an eye on social media
and the shop itself for news of when it will be opening.
I’m sure we wish Rahn and his son Imy all the best on this new awakening
of the stores and will hope for a thriving local shop and eventually a post
office.

Ed
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Rewilding Verges in Calne Without
Did you know we have lost about 97% of our wildflower meadows
since the 1950s? If we want our native British wildflowers and
plants to survive, they need a space to grow.
Lawns, road verges and other areas can all offer space for them
to thrive. These flowers provide much needed habitat for our
insects, especially pollinators like bees and butterflies that we
rely on to grow our crops. The insects in turn support birds, bats
and other small mammals. At a time when many of our wildlife
species are under threat of extinction, wildfl ower areas are a
simple and effective way to increase biodiversity. They are also
able to sequester more carbon than closely cropped grass as well
as creating a beautiful display of colour throughout the year that
is more resilient to drought and hot weather.
More and more counties across the UK are using their road verges
to create spaces for wildflowers and seeing significant biodiversity
gains as a result. Plant life is an environmental charity and has
published an extensive wildflower verge management guide for
councils.
In Wiltshire, the county council is responsible for managing rural
verges and most urban road verges too. These are managed by
the Highways department. The verges are cut once a year but the
cuttings are left behind, so together with other parishes and
towns across the county we are asking for this to change. By
removing the cuttings, it lowers the fertility of the soil.
Wildflowers need low nutrients in the soil and space for the seeds
to germinate. If the cuttings are left to rot down, they will fertilise
the soil and result in vigorous grass that will overtake the
wildflowers. As the soil becomes less fertile in time, it will slow
down the growth of the grass and allow wildflowers to flourish.
We don’t need to seed as native wildflowers will return once the
soil fertility is reduced. This also ensures that the plants that grow
are resilient and part of the local eco system.
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Safety of course comes first. Where there are safety issues at
junctions, around road signs, or where there are sightline
concerns, grass verges must be cut.
Dorset county have changed the management of their road
verges and have had some excellent feedback from residents and
visitors. Indeed, because the equipment used to mow the verges
removes the cuttings, the verges are left looking immaculate and
neat, instead of cuttings strewn all about. People now take photos
of the glorious wildflower verges and they have caused quite a
stir.
Calne Without Parish Council are interested in approaching
Wiltshire Council and working with them to identify verges and
other open spaces that could be rewilded without affecting safety.
Over the next few months, I will be hoping to build up support
amongst local residents and to ask people to think about other
green spaces they would like to see managed differently.
Perhaps we could have a rewilding patch for families and children
to enjoy and carry out citizen science projects or we could
consider planting a community orchard?
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We now have a great opportunity to increase the number and
diversity of flowering plants along our verges and he lp restore
our wildlife before it is too late. I hope you will support this
initiative.

Sue Deedigan
Sutton Lanes Meadows
This is an amazing place at this time of
the year and is nearly on our doorstep, 20
minutes by car and 30 minutes by bike.
It is three enclosed fields of exceptionally
species-rich,
unimproved,
neutral
grassland, managed as traditional hay
meadows, near Sutton Benger. Two are
designated Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and the other is a designated
County Wildlife Site.
With its fantastic population of greenwinged and southern marsh orchids,
Sutton Lane Meadows is one of the best
meadow sites in Wiltshire. You can see
butterflies and hear wonderful birdsong.
The site is owned by the National Trust but access is free.
Ed
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Derry Hill and Studley Community Support
Has been operating since the beginning of lockdown and is continuing to
help those who find it difficult to go out.
We offer a range of help from shopping, picking up prescriptions, dog
walking or just a friendly confidential chat.
Please get in touch if we can help.
Email the dedicated email account:
dhsfriend@gmail.com
Ring one of our coordinators:
Carol Rigby
01225 704356
Ian Liddle
01249 816229
Richard Gribble
01249 812018
Richard Aylen
01249 814632

Carol, Ian, Richard A and Richard G
Derry Hill and Studley Community Support

Gardening Steve
Hi gardeners, I hope you
are enjoying your time in
the garden. What a nice
drop of rain we recently
had, it’s surprising how
fresh
and
green
everywhere looks after a
long dry spell. Continue
dead heading roses.
When you cut back the
flowers, cut to a next bud
- you can be brave as
this enables the stem to
provide new flowers for a month’s time. Now is the time to give the roses
another feed of fertiliser. Keep on feeding hanging baskets and containers
on a weekly basis I always use Miracle Gro. Summer prune wisteria and
other wall climbers, cut back long ends around windows etc. Bowood
terraces are looking really good now with the Roses out in full bloom.
Come and say hello!

Stephen Starr

Bowood gardener.
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Rub-a-Dub
As we look towards the end of this academic
year, we look forward to drawing a line under a
rather difficult year due to the restrictions we
have been working under because of the
pandemic.
Hopefully if the weather is kind to us, we will be able to celebrate the
graduation of those children going up to school next year which is a lovely
thing to be able to do after not being able to do it at all last year.
Our thoughts and planning are now looking towards the next two
academic years. We are very happy to say that we are full from
September 2021, which is a lovely position to be in. Therefore, if you are
in the village and looking for a place for September 2022 it would be
advisable to contact us early to get your name on our waiting list.
As a charity run pre-school, fundraising is a big part of our activities, our
fundraising gives us the chance to provide the equipment that helps
enhance the experience of the children who attend our setting.
Our current fundraising team has done a fantastic job in the past year
working around the obstacles that the restrictions have provided. We look
forward to the next year with the hope of some of our more traditional
fundraising activities being able to return.
With that in mind, if there are any local business owners reading this who
feel that you may be able to help the fundraising team, we would love to
hear from you, whether it be prizes for raffles, event sponsorship or help
with advertising any of our larger events. Please feel free to get in contact.
We would love to work with you.
And finally, we are still looking for one more person to join our bank staff.
This is a group of people who may be called upon in the event that we
have staff shortages, the ideal candidate will be very flexible and have
experience with children (paid or otherwise).
If you think you may be interested in this position, please get in contact
for more information.

Kate Checchia Chair of the Committee rubadubchair@hotmail.co.uk
25
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Covid Vaccine Passport Scam
We have been made aware of a Covid Vaccine Passport scam
email going around that purports to be from the NHS and informs
recipients that they can apply for their “Digital Coronavirus
Passports”
Clicking on the link within the email, takes you to a convincing
but fake NHS website that asks for personal and payment details. (for
an admin fee)
The website has since been taken down, but in case similar
emails/websites appear can you please circulate the attached alert to
your residents, members, groups and mailing lists.
And just to reiterate, your vaccination status is obtained FREE
through the NHS App, website or by calling the NHS on 119.
More information can be found on the gov.uk website;
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-19-vaccinationstatus-when-travelling-abroad
Please note that any Phishing scams can be reported to SERS
(Suspicious Email Reporting Service): report@phishing.gov.uk
Best wishes

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK
Central Support Team
Neighbourhood Watch Network is a charity registered in England &
Wales, CIO no: 1173349
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Barbara Barnard
Derry Hill and District W.I.
Since last month we have had some lovely times
together at last. On Wednesday 2nd we had a
Bowood walk. We were spared the rain and 9 of us
met at the car park and walked to the lake and back and were rewarded
with a wonderful view of Bowood House when we crossed the bridge at
the lake.
On the way back some of the party took pity on a tiny lamb that seemed
to be lost, they managed to track down the mother (sheep) and herded
her towards the lamb.
There’s nothing that the WI can’t do!
This is the picture taken at halfway point from the Tree House.

The “Tea and Chat” was in Robyn Summers’ garden on Wednesday 23rd
at 2:30, and what a wonderful time we all had in the beautiful garden. 22
members came along, and Robyn and Michael had set out tables and
chairs, and had prepared cakes, biscuits and cups of tea for us all. One
28

member was presented with a potted plant arrangement to celebrate a
very special Birthday.
This was a very joyful event with lots of chat and laughter, and we were
genuinely pleased to be able to share each other’s company.
We also raised a huge £84 for our WI funds, and below are some of the
photographs taken during the afternoon.

It was then revealed the answers to the competition “Something you
didn’t know about me” which produced a lot of surprises about 14 of
our members, as we unveiled the mystery members at tea in Robyn’s
Garden. One group managed to identify 6 statements correctly, but when
you consider that there were 14 entries, we have a very diverse and
talented WI group.
For example:One member was nearly arrested for spying in Uzbekistan.
Another member went skiing down Mount Kosciusko in Australia, ‘but the
instructor suggested I keep to the baby slope, I was so unbalanced’.
The same evening we had our Zoom meeting and watched a show of
photographs covering the last 20 years of our WI. It was good to reminisce
and to remember old friends; things we have done, and fun we have had.
We have planned our next walk which will be on Thursday 13th July at
2pm. We will walk through Westmead Open Space to see the carved
wooden sculptures. This is an easy walk so please come along.
Hopefully, our next coffee morning will be on 21st July at 10.30am. We
hope to know what the arrangements are when we have heard what stage
the lockdown is set to.
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A Wiltshire Federation Scavenger Hunt takes place during August with
small groups of no more than six. To take a photograph of themselves
with or beside a list of 12 items. All members are welcome to join in.
Don’t forget that new members are always welcome, you can join us for
our Walk or a coffee morning.
For all information, please contact our secretary Sally Hole on 01249
817945 or sallyhole@hotmail.co.uk

Barbara Barnard
WI WALKING NETBALL
Since my last piece in June, little has really
changed apart from having to cancel a couple
of sessions due to either intense heat or
extremely heavy rain, where it would not have
been safe to rush about!
As we are allowed more players on an outside
court, we would love to see more new members
joining us. We always have some good allround exercise and a lot of fun.
Monday & Friday 1:45 to 2:45pm
Do come and try it.

Barbara &Tina
01249 814206 or e-mail fitzmaurice3@icloud.com

Water Works
Wessex Water are carrying out ‘essential work’ in our area between 10am
Monday 5th July and 3pm 9th July.
In a letter to residents, it says that there may be a very short interruption
to supply or change in water pressure. There may also be a temporary
discolouration to the water.
Any questions can be directed to Customer services:
0345 600 4 600
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The Glass House
by Eve Chase
The title of the book can be
interpreted in several ways. There
is, of course, the proverb about
people in glass houses, next the
fact that the Harrington family
around whom the story revolves
run a company called Harrington
Glass and then there are the
terrariums which play a pivotal
role in the plot.
The structure of the book is
similarly intricate. We follow
events in two timelines, 1970 and
the present day. Although there is
a murder, unsolved for much of
the book, this is not a detective story, rather it is an investigation into the
effect of that murder on the various people involved in its discovery.
Well written, the Forest of Dean is beautifully described and provides an
atmospheric backdrop to important events in the book and the
characters are well rounded and believable. The Glass House is an
‘easy read’ but some of our members felt it was not very memorable,
others found the resolution to the story was too perfect. For myself I
enjoyed the book and felt that, at a time of great uncertainty and anxiety,
a world in which problems are resolved and the future looks brighter
than the past has a lot to recommend it.

Andrea
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Notes on the Calne Without Parish Council Meeting
14th June 2021
The council met to consider items on a fairly limited agenda which
included approval of payments and progress on the appointment of a new
clerk.
In the absence of the chair (Councillor Ioan Rees) the vice chair
(Councillor Keith Robbins) presided.
Having passed the items for payment and noted others paid for such items
as insurance and advertising, it was also noted that the balance and
expenditure account had been circulated. (There is a May 31st 2021
balance of £243,805 showing on the statement posted on the council’s
website).
The next item was the appointment of the clerk to the council, the previous
clerk having resigned in May and the temporary clerk standing down on
15th June. Councillor Songhurst reported that his panel had interviewed
two candidates and decided to put forward Kate Checchia. The council
voted to appoint Kate and agreed to support the role with a new laptop
and printer and Kate with appropriate training.
It was discussed as to whether the next meeting (12th July 2021) should
concentrate on the co-option of those who put themselves forward to fill
the vacancies on the council, or this should take place at a separate
meeting.
At some point the temporary clerk, suggested to the councillors that they
may wish to consider excluding in the minutes the names of councillor
when voting takes place.
These notes are my own and I don’t pretend them to be super accurate,
but I would like to think, dear reader, you can get a flavour of what went
on until the official minutes are published on the website.
Don’t forget you have the right to attend meetings of the parish council
and listen to what is going on and even speak on a topic if you register to
do so – details on the website.

Editor
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Notice of Parish Council Meetings
Solar Farm Public Meeting

The Parish Council is intending to hold a public meeting in late July to
hear the views of the villagers concerning the application for the proposed
solar farm at Forest Gate. Date, Thursday 22nd July, Lansdowne Hall,
Derry Hill at 7.30pm. Please check Parish Notice Boards and Web Site
for further information.
Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting
There will be an extraordinary Parish Council meeting on Monday 5th July.
To consider the applications of those candidates who would like to be coopted as members of Calne Without Parish Council. This meeting will take
place in the Lansdowne Hall at 7.30pm.

Katherine Checchia Clerk Calne Without Parish Council
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Have your say on the Solar Farm

Eden Renewables has now submitted the planning application for Forest
Gate solar farm to Wiltshire Council and we encourage everyone to submit
their comments directly to the council.
Thanks to all those who have engaged with us during the initial
consultation process. In response to your feedback, we have added a
30m-wide buffer of mature and fast-growing trees and hedgerow planting
along the boundary with the A4. This will provide effective and immediate
screening, boost biodiversity and absorb carbon. Screening for individual
properties has also been enhanced in other areas of the site.
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust has provided independent advice on our proposals
to enhance and improve biodiversity and ecology on the solar farm. This
includes sowing wildflower meadows across the site, bird and bat boxes,
hibernacula, new scrapes and over a mile of new hedgerows and more
than 500 new trees. Overall, these measures will result in a net
biodiversity gain of over 27% for habitat and 13% for hedgerows.
35

The land will continue to be accessible as we will create a new permissive
footpath around the boundary, providing a circular walk and safer route
along the A4. The existing footpath will be enhanced to become a
permissive bridleway allowing horses and bikes to use it. The solar farm
is a temporary development for 40 years, after which the planning
application will expire and it will return to its original use.
We
would
like
everyone to have a
chance to benefit
directly, so Eden
is working with Zero
Chippenham
on
offering a shared
ownership
opportunity in the
solar farm. Investors
would receive a fair
return
for
their
investment, and Zero Chippenham would receive a share of the profits
from the solar farm to support its work to cut carbon emissions and fuel
poverty in the area. This is as well as community and educational benefit
funds of over £800,000 for the solar farm's life.
In summary, Forest Gate solar farm aims to deliver multifunctional land
use: cutting carbon emissions through green energy generation and
carbon sequestration in the soil; boosting biodiversity; and continuing
agricultural use with sheep grazing.
We recognise that local views on the development are mixed and
encourage everyone to have your say to Wiltshire Council. More details
are available on our website: uk.edenrenewables.com/forest-gate The
reference for the planning application is PL/2021/06112 and the link to the
planning application can be found here.

Sophy Fearnley-Whittingstall
Eden Renewables
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WHY?
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard when he lives in the jungle without a
razor?
Why do we press harder on a remote control when we know the batteries
are flat?
Why do banks charge a fee on 'insufficient funds' when they know there
is not enough?
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars,
but check when you say the paint is wet?
Whose idea was it to put an 'S' in the word 'lisp'?
What is the speed of darkness?
Why is it that people say they 'slept like a baby' when babies wake up
every two hours?
If the temperature is zero outside today and it's going to be twice as cold
tomorrow, how cold will it be?
Do married people live longer than single ones or does it only seem
longer?
How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be
a good idea to put wheels on luggage?
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in
binoculars to look at things on the ground?
Did you ever stop and wonder.......
Who was the first person to look at a cow and say, 'I think I'll squeeze
these pink dangly things here, and drink whatever comes out?'
Who was the first person to say, 'See that chicken there... I'm gonna eat
the next thing that comes outta it's bum.'
Why do toasters always have a setting so high that could burn the toast
to a horrible crisp, which no decent human being would eat?
Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the freezer?
Why do people point to their wrist when asking for the time, but don't point
to their bum when they ask where the bathroom is?
Why does your Gynaecologist leave the room when you get undressed if
they are going to look up there anyway?
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Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto remains on all fours? They're
both dogs !
If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables,
then what is baby oil made from?
If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons?
Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the same
tune?
Stop singing and read on......
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, he gets mad at
you, but when you take him on a car ride, he sticks his head out the
window?
Does pushing the elevator button more than once make it arrive faster?

Household recycling centres - booking system
Wiltshire Council is ending its online
booking system for visits to its household
recycling centres (HRCs), so people will
soon be able to return to visiting a site
during normal opening hours on an ad
hoc basis.
These changes will come into effect from
the date that the Government confirms
social distancing requirements will be
ended, currently proposed to be 19 July,
and will be subject to any public health
requirements at that time.
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Free Webinars about scams in July

Enrol here

What you need to know about GP Data Collection
- A message from Healthwatch Wiltshire
Our website offers a range of advice and
information to keep you up to date with the
latest changes in health and social care.
Our latest article is about the new digital
database of patient data, which is due to
be collected from GP records from 1st
September 2021. Find out what this
means for you - and how you can opt out
if you don't wish your data to be collected
- in our Q&A.
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Calne to Chippenham Cycle / Walking Route
The six-mile cycle route was set up
by the North Wiltshire District
Council and Sustrans and is part of
National Cycle Route 403. The cycle
path runs along the old railway line
and across two bridges, one at
Black Dog Halt which crosses the
A4 and the other near Chippenham
over the River Avon, as well as
going through Castlefields Canal &
River Park.
The survey offers an opportunity for
you to contribute your thoughts on
the
route
and
input
into
considerations of how the route can
be provided sustainably into the
future.
The survey can also be completed online via the Sustainable Calne
website until 2 July.

Wiltshire Libraries
We are pleased to let you know that over the course of the next three
weeks Wiltshire Libraries are extending their opening hours. Most of our
libraries have already reopened for browsing and computer use. We are
able to make these adjustments as there is no longer a requirement for
libraries to quarantine books and we have made a change to the way we
manage our statutory requirement to record Test and Trace information.
For individual opening times and days, please visit the Library locations
and opening times page and the Mobile Libraries page. For more details,
including the COVID-19 safety measures in place, visit the Library news
page.
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Further extracts from
John
Wesley’s
book
‘Primitive Physic’ Original
1747. Again, from a reprint of 1845

This month’s extracts are again, for medicinal items.
Excellent Remedy for a Cold
Take a large tea-cup full of linseed, two pennyworth of stick liquorice and
a quarter of a pound of sun raisins. Put these into two quarts of soft water
and let it simmer over a slow fire till it is reduced to one; then add to it a
quarter of a pound of brown sugar-candy pounded, a table-spoon of old
rum, and a table-spoon of the best white wine vinegar, or lemon juice –
[The rum and vinegar are best to be added only to the quantity you are
going immediately to take, for if it is put into the whole it will grow flat.] –
Drink half a pint at going to bed, and take a little when the cough is
troublesome. This receipe cures the worst of colds in two or three days,
and, if taken in time, may be said to be an almost infalible remedy. It is
a most balsamic cordial for the lungs, without the opening qualities which
endanger fresh colds in going out. It has been known to cure colds that
have been almost settled into consumptions in less than three weeks.
Cure for Ear-Ache
Take a piece of the lean of mutton about the size of a large walnut, put
it into the fire, and burn it for some time, till it becomes reduced almost
to a cinder, then put it into a piece of clean rag, and squeeze it until some
moisture is expressed, which must be dropped into the ear as hot as the
patient can bear it.
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Wellbeing notes
Infusing summer
Drinking plenty of water is a
priority in warm weather.
Staying hydrated can help
improve mood, memory
and the digestive system,
among
many
other
benefits.
My favourite method is to
infuse water with fresh
herbs, fruit and flowers. I
use a bottle that comes with
its own filter. At the start of
the day, seasonal edibles
are added,
such as
elderflowers, roses, sweet cicely and lemon slices. This makes an instant,
sugar-free summer cordial, (Note about elder: just use the flowers, with
the fine stems that connect them; discard leaves and thicker stems. With
sweet cicely, the whole plant can be used.)
For extra flavour, I sometimes add a few Positive Potions botanical drink
drops. Made from herbs grown in a walled garden in Anglesey, these are
a great store cupboard standby. They come in a range of blends with
uplifting names such as ‘Bliss’, ‘Flourish’ and ‘Renew’, and are free of
sugar and artificial sweeteners.
Drinking infused water feeds all the senses. There’s the pleasure of
foraging and gathering fragrant plants in the cool of the morning; the visual
delight of vivid plants swirling in the water; and the freshest of delicate
flavours to enjoy. When the bottle is emptied, simply refill it once or twice
during the day. The only real question is what to put in it tomorrow:
perhaps a simple cucumber and spearmint duo; or apple mint and lemon
balm with rose petals and orange. Experimenting is half the fun.

Suzanne Askham

45

46

47

48

49

Would you like to advertise in
this slot for £30 (b/w) £45
(Colour) a year? Then please
contact
Jacqui Bonardi
Tel: 07743596203
inspireadcord@gmail.com
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Would you like to advertise in
this slot for £30 (b/w) £45
(Colour) a year? Then please
contact
Jacqui Bonardi
Tel: 07743596203
inspireadcord@gmail.com

F LOODLIGHTING THE S PI RE
This is a lovely thing to do to remember loved ones and to celebrate
special anniversaries and birthdays. The Spire is currently lit
between 7pm and midnight, though this varies with the time of year.
Floodlighting the Spire can be arranged through Reverend Linda
Carter, The Vicarage, Church Road, Derry Hill. Calne. SN11 9NN
lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
A donation to the church for the cost of the lighting is welcome.
Bremhill Village Hall
Home Produce and Garden Show
This is now to be held on Saturday 11th September 2021.
This is a change to the original date which has been advertised.
A local couple are going to get married on 4th September. As the
village hall and the church are close together it has been decided to
change the show date. Also, we do not know what COVID 19
restrictions may be in place.
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