
The Marden Vale Team Ministry 
Christ Church, Derry Hill  

St. John the Baptist, Foxham  
St. Martin, Bremhill 

Sunday 12th December  
Third Sunday of Advent 

Following the Government’s announcement and 
PCC meeting on 8th December please note that 
face coverings must be worn at all times in our 
church buildings. 

Today’s Services (12th Dec) 
 Sun 12th 9.30am Parish Eucharist at Foxham

                6pm Evening Prayer at Bremhill

                   
Next week: 
Wed 15th  Meditation  6pm Christ Church, DH

Thur 16th  Funeral       1.30pm Christ Church, DH

                                    (The late Mrs Phoebe Holman)  

Sat 18th 3pm Carols around the Tree at Derry Hill

                       + Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

              
Services in December 
Sun 19th 10am Parish Eucharist at Derry Hill

                2.30pm Carols in the Square at Bremhill

                             + Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

                4pm Carols in the Churchyard at Foxham

                         + Mulled Wine & Mince Pies

Tue 21st 7.30pm Blue Christmas at Derry Hill

For those who would value a quieter, gentler space 
Christmas Eve 6pm Carols in the Courtyard at 

                                 Bowood

                        11.15pm Midnight Mass at Bremhill

                        11.30pm Midnight Mass at Derry Hill

Christmas Day 9.30am Family Communion at Foxham

                        9.30am Family Communion at Bremhill 

                        11am Family 
Communion at Derry Hill 

Sun 26th 10am United Benefice 
Eucharist at

                         St. Mary’s, Calne  

All our carol services are taking 
place outside so do wrap up warm.  
Feel free to bring a chair to sit on.

Christmas Music in  
Christ Church, Derry Hill 
Tue 21st December 10am to 12.30pm & 2pm to 4pm

An informal morning and afternoon of carols and 
Christmas music. Come and listen for as long as you 
like, bring a coffee, request a carol, enjoy! 

       
Please click here  or see below for COVID measures

Keeping in touch  Contact Linda  01249 817926 or 
email lindac@mardenvale.org.uk  
Website www.mardenvale.org.uk   
Derry Hill’s   Facebook page

Prayer
Click here to leave prayer requests or to join the 
Church of England Daily Prayer
In the coming week please keep in your prayers:
Peace: fighting to cease and peace to prevail in all the 
places in the world marked by conflict and violence; for 
our brothers and sisters in Sudan & South Sudan, 
Yemen, the Middle East 
Those in need: in storm, flood, fire and earthquake, for 
all rescue workers and emergency services, especially 
in W. Australia; shelter for the homeless and rough 
sleepers, safety for refugees, praying especially for 
those who lost their lives in the truck crash in Mexico;
those struggling to pay bills and put food on the table;
for the anxious, exhausted, isolated. May those whose 
mental health is fragile be able to access counselling, 
medication and support;
women and girls who do not feel safe
Local community: our schools, for all children & staff; 
local shops and businesses, Kingston House residents 
and all who work there;
Lucy Aylen in her work with YWAM
COVID-19: all who are affected by coronavirus, who 
work on the frontline to keep us safe, to help the sick, to 
keep us fed; praying especially for all NHS workers
the vaccination programme in every nation; new oral 
antiviral medication for Covid, giving thanks for those 
involved in its development;
wisdom and guidance in our continued responses to 
the pandemic, especially in the wake of the new variant 
Omicron and Plan B requirements
Environment: continued momentum from COP 26 and 
how we care for God’s creation
Charities: the work of Christian Aid, The Children’s 
Society, The Leprosy Mission
The sick: Mark Steele, Christine Gundry, Mark 
Jennings, Lynne Cottrell, Rob Simons, Jacob Maloy, 
Paul Crayford, Helen Lewis, Jackson Goodship, Liz 
Kinch, Doreen Williams, Brenda Beint, Sonia Strange, 
Sarah Green, Margaret Bell, Rev. Jim Scott
The departed: We remember Bill Norman, Phoebe 
Holman, Thelma Lake and all who mourn their loss; all 
whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for The Anglican 
Church of Canada
Churches open for private prayer 
Bremhill - daily from 9am to 4pm

Derry Hill - Tue-Sat 9am to 4pm, Sundays 12-4pm

Giving 
You can find out how to support your local church on 
our Giving page.  
QR Codes are available for Christ Church, Derry Hill for 
one-off donations or regular giving.  

          

Calne Food Bank 
Open 12pm-4pm Mon & Fri, 10am-1pm Wed  

4A Mill Street, Calne, SN11 8DP 
www.calnefoodbank.co.uk 

07752 213029  
Email: calnefoodbank@gmail.com

http://www.calnefoodbank.co.uk
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=5024
mailto:lindac@mardenvale.org.uk
http://www.mardenvale.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pg/christchurchdh/posts/
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=4807
https://www.mardenvale.org.uk/?page_id=1348


Readings for Advent 3 
Collect 
God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way

  of your Son:

give us courage to speak the truth,

to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,

with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Psalm 146:5-10
Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
   whose hope is in the Lord their God,  
who made heaven and earth, 
   the sea, and all that is in them;  
who keeps faith for ever;  
   who executes justice for the oppressed; 
   who gives food to the hungry. 

 
The Lord sets the prisoners free;  
   the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
   the Lord loves the righteous.  
The Lord watches over the strangers; 
   he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
   but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
   your God, O Zion, for all generations.  
Praise the Lord!

Zephaniah 3:14-end 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
   shout, O Israel!  
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
   O daughter Jerusalem!  
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 
   he has turned away your enemies.  
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more.  
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  
Do not fear, O Zion; 
   do not let your hands grow weak.  
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
   a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
   he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing  
   as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
   so that you will not bear reproach for it.  
I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
   and gather the outcast,  
and I will change their shame into praise 
   and renown in all the earth.  
At that time I will bring you home, 
   at the time when I gather you;  
for I will make you renowned and praised 
   among all the peoples of the earth,  
when I restore your fortunes 
   before your eyes, says the Lord.


Philippians 4:4-7 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. 


Luke 3:7-18 
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized 
by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We 
have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 
Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every 
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.’

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 
In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 
food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be 
baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should 
we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the 
amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, 
‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or false 
accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether 
he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 
saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more 
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into 
his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 
good news to the people.


Rejoice!  The third Sunday of Advent is also kept in 
some traditions as Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday and a 
rose pink candle is lit (rather than a purple one) on the 
Advent wreath. This once marked the halfway point in 
the penitential season of Advent, giving the opportunity 
to relax from fasting for a day. 
The readings from the Hebrew Scripture and New 
Testament echo the the theme of rejoicing, alongside 
John the Baptist’s preaching. As we absorb John’s 
words about bearing good fruit and repentance, we 
may pause to reflect on the heart of the gospel, which 
is the extravagant saving grace of God. 
This is not frivolous joy which seeks to deny the 
brokenness around us.  This is the deep joy which 
longs for God’s peace and comes from an abiding faith 
and trust in God who promises deliverance. 
Perhaps you might find a moment this week to pause, 
light a candle, and reflect on what it is you long for. 

“Surely God is my salvation, 
I will trust, and will not be afraid, 
for the Lord God is my strength 

and my might; 
he has become my salvation.”  

Isaiah 12:2 



Parochial Church Council (PCC) Guidance 
At the joint PCC meeting on 8th December it was agreed that the current COVID measures should remain largely 
unaltered, with the exception that face coverings must be worn at all times in our church buildings. We are 
continuing to take a cautious approach while working towards reintroducing elements of worship in church 
which so many have missed.

In common with many other churches and retail and hospitality settings we are asking people to continue to 
observe the “Hands, Face, Space, Ventilation” measures which are currently in place. 

Social distancing remains in place.  Please feel free to sit with members of your household or regular social 
‘bubble’ in any pew where there are Orders of Service.  To indicate your preference for space, place a kneeler on 
the pew.

Face coverings We ask that face coverings are worn at all times unless you are exempt.

Communion (intincted wafers/bread) may be received at the high altar (standing). To reduce queuing this will be 
conducted row-by-row.

Congregational singing of two hymns + the Gloria will take place in church during services.  We ask that you 
wear a face covering if you wish to join in.

Zoom services will continue 

These measures apply to the regular Sunday services.  They will be reviewed on 7th January or as the national 
situation changes as necessary.  

An amended set of measures will apply to baptisms, weddings, funerals and other groups meeting in church 
subject to the requirements of separate risk assessments.

Our Christian calling is to care for all our brothers and sisters, particularly those who are vulnerable; and there 
are times in our lives when every one of us (and those we have close contact with) is vulnerable. We want 
everyone to feel welcome, comfortable and cared for.  Thank you for your understanding.

Rev. Linda Carter on behalf of Bremhill, Derry Hill and Foxham PCCs   8th December 2021.


